
As the school has been planning with establishment of funding, setting staff assign-
ments, training, and coordinating efforts;  I thought it would be wise to share a few of 
the many upcoming improvements and changes for the District. ~ Earl Pettit 

1. To better serve students, Cove School has added a full-time special education di-
agnostician/mental health counselor to begin in August.  Sean White was officially 
hired last month and will bring much needed counseling services to Cove School. 

2. With an emphasis in Math, Cove High School is adding a second math teacher to fill 
gaps and allow the current math teacher, Lisa Murchison, to maintain and expand 
her role with Guidance Counseling.   

3. Cove School is adding two teachers and a registrar for next year.  Due to uncer-
tainties from the many COVID restrictions of the past year, Cove School delayed 
replacing teachers who had retired.   While none are slated to leave this year, the 
school will add 2 (1 elementary and 1 HS math)—bringing the total staffing back to 
the same level as 2019.  The registrar is a specialized administrative support posi-
tion and will have tremendous impact in the management of our district-wide stu-
dent information system. 

4. Junior High will be no more in Cove next year.  Realizing the realities of the facili-
ties and erosion of parental involvement and support when students rotate classes 
in a secondary system, Cove’s 7th and 8th grade students will be in an elementary 
structure beginning next year.  This means no general class changes similar to our 
current 6th grade: recess, no class changes or periods and a single teacher-of-
record.  However, all “middle school’ activities and sports will remain. Erich 
Dressen will teach 7th and Tricia Tucker will teach 8th.  

5. Cove School is planning a K-5 after school enrichment program to begin in the fall.  
This is “extra school” in an ungraded and fun learning environment with emphasis 
on STEM concepts and inclusive of physical exercise.  The program is planned to be 
each school day until about 6PM, snacks will be provided, there will be no charge 
for participants, and an activity bus (aka “Late Bus) is being planned for both this 
activity and other after-school activities.   

6. Augmented Reality is becoming a reality for Cove School to start the 21-22 school 
year.  The virtual-reality technology will be available to all classes and an advanced 
high school class may be dedicated to the use of the technology.  

7. Cove School Internet capacity will grow 100 fold!  Windwave Technologies has been 
working on a fiber project since December and the school is expected to upgrade 
our connectivity by summer.  The near $700,000 project was funded by successful 
application of E-rate (the taxes you see on your phone bill!) and CARES act money 
and includes a dedicated fiber line from the school to near the La Grande Airport.  

8. Long-Range Planning will be conducted next year.  Factors such as community 
growth factors and desires will be synthesized with economic and facility needs to 
form a long-range plan for the District. 
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   SuperView 
    

Equity has taken the lead in each and every decision, rule, goal, or anything else in education.  Of course, 
I welcome consideration of equity and have even ruffled some feathers during my career as I have 
fought for equitable access for students labeled ELL, Special Education, low SES, and others.  Providing 
equitable access is about removing barriers which may prohibit some students from fully participating in 
the educational experience because of those barriers.  One example of such a barrier was the school 
supplies that parents would buy for school.  Clearly some kids have access to top-level supplies and others not.  Cove 
school rectified this by providing all school supplies for all students.  The students now have what the teachers re-
quested and can start instruction immediately each fall and there is no disparity in student supplies for learning.    
Recently, however, equity has become more blurred by the measurement of outcomes to determine it.  This, in turn, 
has led to the outright measurement of equity in terms of outcomes.  In terms everyone is familiar with, equity was 
always about “leveling the paying field”.  Today, however, equity in education may be more about changing the score—
changing the outcome by fiat rather than removing the barriers to success.  While we have long struggled with this 
concept  “raising the bar” or “lowering the bar” and the part the equity debate plays, it is relatively new to hear argu-
ments concerning equity based upon the outcomes of education or any other outcomes for that matter.  The well-read 
understand that this struggle between “the have’s” and “have not’s” has raged since Aristotle and even the dawn of 
history.   
While I have spent a career removing barriers and promoting equitable access to educational opportunities; I am not a 
proponent of ignoring the struggles of some by also ignoring the very struggle itself only to address the outcome by 
changing the outcome itself without regard to merit.   In other words, one should not be “leveling the playing field” by 
simply changing the final score of the game—it does nothing to remove the barriers but rather solidifies those barri-
ers even further.  ~ Earl Pettit 

   District Business 

Internship Complete! 
100+ days of in person school - Dedicated and passionate 
staff members - A remarkable student body of young peo-
ple leading by example on how to overcome unfavorable con-
ditions - A strong community with unwavering support for 
education and their educators - A year of observing and 
experiencing what leadership looks like.  We all know what 
this school year could have looked like (and has looked like 
for many in Oregon).  But for our students in Cove, the year 
has included field trips, classroom parties, reading events, 
dances, and after school activities that have offered stu-
dents an outlet for their creativity, inquisitions and their 
need to connect with peers.  I have logged the required 
hours to demonstrate that I have learned how to be an edu-
cational leader.  But what those hours do not show is what I 
have truly learned during my principal internship: Cove is a 
unique place to be.  The success of our students resides in 
the unparalleled relationships and sense of belonging they 
find during their education experience in Cove.  It has been 
a privilege to be part of the Cove School community this 
year and as I step down from this internship experience, I 
look forward to stepping up as a community member and 
continued supporter of Cove students and educators.  Go 
Leopards! ~ Administrative Intern Caitlin Russell 

School Board Elections 

For the May 18, 2021, election four candidates are run-
ning for  three seats on the Cove School Board.  For 
Position #1, incumbent Andy Lindsey is challenged by 
Chris Thew.  Incumbents John Frisch (Position 3) and 
Jamie Dickenson (Position 4) are running for re-election 
unopposed.  Current Members Steve McLean and Han-
nah Johnson (Positions 2 and 5) are not on the ballot 
until 2023. 

Regardless of the outcome of elections, all School 
Board Members volunteer countless hours of study and 
attendance at meetings and activities.  They do this 
because of their interest in the school and community 
and are not paid and rarely celebrated for their ef-
forts.  So, if you come across a Board Member, recog-
nize their efforts by simply thanking them and telling 
them you appreciate their service to Cove. ~ Earl Pettit 
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 Elementary Classroom News 

Mrs. Williams’ 2nd Grade 
Happy Spring! Second graders have begun researching 
their historical figures for our Living Wax Muse-
um. They are so excited! We hope to post some re-
cordings of our famous individuals on our website at 
the end of April so you can learn along with us. Stay 
tuned! ~ Mrs. Williams 

4th Grade, That’s a Wrap! 
Fourth grade has a lot going on.  In Math we are wrapping up 
multiplication.  We know 5 different ways to solve two digit by 
two digit multiplication problems.  How many ways do you know?   
Reading The Best Christmas Pageant Ever has again proven to be 
a fourth grade  literature favorite.  Don’t be surprised if your 
child gets a request from Santa to come to work at the North 
Pole as we have been writing persuasive pieces on how we would 
make the Best Christmas Elves. This holiday season fourth grade 
is hoping to light up lives through acts of kindness.  “Happiness 
in the new rich.  Inner peace is the new success.  Health is the 
new wealth.  Kindness is the new cool” Balkhi.  Thats a wrap from 
fourth grade and we are hoping you and your family stay 
wrapped up tight this season.  ~ Mrs. Thomas 

2nd Grade STEM science. Who can child the 
tallest snowman using 5 pieces of paper, 3 

straws and 24 inches of tape? 

Mrs. Sheehy’s 1st Grade 
Spring seems to be the busiest time of year in 1st grade. 
We get to dive into our plant and insect units for science, 
and have a lot of hands-on projects that we do this quar-
ter! It has been such a fun year, and it is sad to think it is 
coming to an end soon! ...but I LOVE seeing the growth 
that each student has made over the course of the school 
year. As we wrap up this school year and look forward to 
the future, I'd like to say thank you for all of your efforts 
to keep Cove School open this year. It is truly appreciated, 
and I am thankful to get to greet my students in person 
each day! ~ Ms. Sheehy  

Blakely Dickenson 
mixes play dough to 
make all colors of 

Big Bad Blow Dryer tries to 
blow down Monroe Farley’s 

house!  

Mrs. Wright’s Kindergarten 
These past three months have flown by. In January I had one of my favorite teaching moments of all time. We were 
learning about the seasons and I told the children the earth spins to make day and night, and it also travels around the 
sun to make the seasons. I wish I had a picture of the pure shock and amazement on their faces as I let that sink in! I 
love how Kindergarten is full of so many exciting “firsts”. When my oldest son was in fourth grade, and tired of the day
-in-day-out commitment of it all, he announced to me, “If I had known all of school was going to be like this, I never 
would have gone to kindergarten in the first place!” (I guess he got over it because he now teaches High School in La 
Grande.) It’s true. Kindergarten is a magical place, but especially so in Cove this year. Besides all of the great learning 
we have been doing—in-person—we have also had plenty of time to celebrate and play. Here are some of the highlights 
from these past three months: making tornadoes in a bottle, building structures to protect our critters (made out of 
UV beads) from the sun and to withstand the winds of the Big Bag Blow Dryer, mixing primary colors to make second-
ary colors and painting, painting, painting, celebrating friendships on Valentine’s Day while also learning how to make 
purchases with nickels and pennies AND figure out how much change we get back, celebrating books (especially Dr. 
Seuss’s) and how we can now read them ourselves (!!!!!) during Read Across America Week, celebrating our 100th Day of 
School—and all things 100 like necklaces with 100 beads, crowns with 100 stickers, writing our wishes for our 100th 
birthday celebration, and teaching our “dogs” 100 words—but most importantly, and best of all--SNOW! Snow for re-
cess is the best “temporary” piece of playground equipment ever invented for the pure joy and entertainment of 5 and 
6-year-olds. ~ Mrs. Wright  



Hailey Mahon checks to see if he critter was sheltered 
from the sun 
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 Elementary Classroom News 

Mrs. Thomas’ 4th Grade 
We have accomplished so much in reading, 
completing 14 novels as a class.  This is not 
counting individual reading accomplishments.  
When we return from break we will be fin-
ishing Where the Red Fern Grows.  I did not 
spoil the ending for anyone but did give them 
a warning that Mrs. Thomas might cry.  We 
have covered a variety of genres, really dis-
covering our own preferences, and developing 
a love for reading.  In math we have jumped 
into the world of fractions and all that it 
entails:  factors, multiples, numerators, de-

nominators, comparing, whole numbers, mixed 
numbers, improper fractions, adding, subtract-
ing...Who knew there was so much vocabulary to 
learn in math?  Feel free to quiz your 4th grader 
on all those words, they are getting really good.  I 
am really starting to hear individual voices in 
writing and often find myself laughing out loud.  I 
can see personalities coming through their writ-
ing, I hope they have been sharing their work 
with you at home.  Some of my favorites were a 
fictional narrative  My Parents Were Out and 
Thing 1 and Thing 2 came to visit…. and there 
were also some very clever expository pieces on 
How to Catch a Leprechaun.  In between all of 
the above we managed to squeeze in some science 
and social studies.  See the amazement in the 
photo as students perform an experiment with 
baking soda and vinegar, causing the Grinch's 
heart to grow three sizes.  ~ Mrs. Thomas 

Mrs. Langford’s 3rd Grade 
  Third quarter went by in a blink of an eye. We 
are headed into the last two months of school. 
The fourth quarter has already started out with 
a bang! We have germinated pinto bean seeds us-
ing only water, a paper towel, and sunlight. Almost 
everyone had more than one seed germinate, we 
are going to plant our seeds and (hopefully) watch 
them grow. Third graders will also get to partici-
pate in Playday this year! Playday is a track meet 
for 3rd-6th graders from the small schools 
around the valley. Lastly, third graders will be 
completing state testing this year, it will be an 
abbreviated version that will happen towards the 
end of May.  
*Third grade parents: I ask that your 3rd grader 
do 3 things this summer, 1) practice their multi-
plication facts, 2) read, and 3) have fun! 
A quick glance at what the 4th quarter is going to 
look like: 
Math: Measurement and Geometry 
Writing: Poetry 
Science: Plants (Life Cycles), Rainbows 
(Weather), Force and Motion 
Social Studies: Branches of Government 
PE: Playday practice 
Reading: Little House in the Big Woods class nov-
el study 
I am hopeful to see you in the hallways next year, 
~ Mrs. Langford 

Mrs. Tucker’s 5th Grade 
I can’t believe that we have wrapped up 3rd quarter and are 
moving on to the last 9 weeks of school!  We are continuing to 
work hard and have a lot of fun in 5th grade. We’ve read some 
wonderful award winning and survival themed books (if you need 
a good read check out Wildfire by Rodman Philbrick). In the 4th 
quarter we are going to continue with our survival/wildland fire 
theme. We are looking forward to hosting wildland firefighters 
and survival specialists as guest speakers! We are also going to 
wrap up our 30 Book Challenge! Multiple students have now read 
OVER 30 chapter books this year! 
We will finish our year writing fictional narratives in writing 
(this class is so creative) We have worked our way through colo-
nization in Social Studies and will be moving towards the Revolu-
tionary War. Math will see us finishing up our study of fractions 
and moving into Geometry and Measurement. 
We are extremely excited for two big events happening in May. 
5th grade AND 6th grade will be wrapping a May Pole this year!! 
We are making some slight changes and adjustments to make it 
work and we are really excited. Stay tuned for details. The oth-
er exciting event that we are looking forward to is Play Day! It’s 
so nice to be getting back into our activities! 
As we move towards the end of the year I will cherish every 
memory I make with my 5th graders. Next year is bringing an 
exciting change! I will be moving up to the 8th grade classroom. 
While changing grades is a little bittersweet, I am extremely 
excited to continue to help guide and teach our youth here in 
Cove!  Thank you for all of your continued support! ~ Mrs. Tucker 
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Mr. Gustavson’s 6th Grade 

 This spring we will be focusing much of our curric-
ulum on Birding.  Studying birds will give kids a 
connection with their environment and a reason to 
get outdoors.  It is a dynamic topic that will give 
us much to read, write and study.  Birding helps 
hone the senses and honors attention to detail.   
Studying birds will also give us a reason to take a 
handful of quick field trips.  This spring, starting 
mid-April, the 6th grade will be headed out to find 
the birds we will be studying every Wednesday 
morning at 8:00AM. We have 8 field trips planned 
so far! 
The field trips are a privilege, not a mandatory 
requirement.  Our main focus will be spotting birds 
and enjoying the outdoors together.  I am really 
looking forward to taking this class out and intro-
ducing them to some local places and sights they 
might not yet have seen! ~ Mr. Gustavson 

Mrs. Tucker’s 5th Grade 
I can’t believe that we have wrapped up 3rd quarter and are 
moving on to the last 9 weeks of school!  We are continuing to 
work hard and have a lot of fun in 5th grade. We’ve read some 
wonderful award winning and survival themed books (if you 
need a good read check out Wildfire by Rodman Philbrick). In 
the 4th quarter we are going to continue with our surviv-
al/wildland fire theme. We are looking forward to hosting 
wildland firefighters and survival specialists as guest speakers! 
We are also going to wrap up our 30 Book Challenge! Multiple 
students have now read OVER 30 chapter books this year! 

We will finish our year writing fictional narratives in writing 
(this class is so creative) We have worked our way through 
colonization in Social Studies and will be moving towards the 
Revolutionary War. Math will see us finishing up our study of 
fractions and moving into Geometry and Measurement. 

We are extremely excited for two big events happening in 
May. 5th grade AND 6th grade will be wrapping a May Pole this 
year!! We are making some slight changes and adjustments to 
make it work and we are really excited. Stay tuned for details. 
The other exciting event that we are looking forward to is Play 
Day! It’s so nice to be getting back into our activities! 

As we move towards the end of the year I will cherish every 
memory I make with my 5th graders. Next year is bringing an 
exciting change! I will be moving up to the 8th grade class-
room. While changing grades is a little bittersweet, I am ex-
tremely excited to continue to help guide and teach our youth 
here in Cove!  Thank you for all of your continued support! 

~ Mrs. Tucker 

Middle School Classroom News 

Mr. Hubbard’s 8th Grade 

This year has brought its challenges to our students and facul-
ty. Together, we have made it a productive one, just like any 
other year. Now, as we begin to near the finish line, we will 
continue to accept challenges, new and old, and work together 
to overcome them.  
The fourth quarter brings us opportunities for reflection and 
celebration. The eighth grade is preparing for their end-of-
the-year reception. We look forward to this small gathering to 
rejoice over the progress and growth of our young citizens. 
Soon they will be working toward their high school diplomas 
and preparing for their ingress into the adult world. 
It has been a blessing to have school in person all year, which 
has helped keep our social patterns as normal as can be. 
Schools should create a safe and positive atmosphere in the 
hopes of securing a  better future for our students, and we 
have worked hard to hold to that goal throughout these trying 
times. Life can be messy and frustrating, and our school facul-
ty and students will continue to work diligently and persistent-
ly to clear the stones from our path.  ~ Mr. Hubbard 

Mr. Dressen’s 8th Grade 

Seventh Grade science is a subject I have not 
taught in many years...I did not realize that I 
missed it.  It has been great working with students 
to understand forces, weather patterns, the scien-
tific process, and the night sky.  This spring we will 
be focusing more on the beautiful environment 
around us.  More specifically, we will be learning 
about and identifying the plants in our val-
ley.  Most Thursday mornings for the rest of the 
year you will find us around the valley studying the 
plants that decorate the place we call home.  
~ Mr. Dressen 

zSpace Augmented Reality Platform is coming for 21-22! 
The platform allows perception of depth, provides the 

ability to look around, and establishes kinesthetic realism. 

zSpace combines elements of AR and VR to create lifelike 
experiences that are immersive and interactive.  
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COVID Corner 
We are excited to have finished 29 weeks of in-person 
instruction at Cove School with no COVID outbreaks or 
shut downs. Our county COVID numbers are going down, 
and we are enjoying being able to gradually lessen our 
COVID restrictions. Our goal is to continually lessen 
these restrictions so that we are able to start school in 
the fall with little to no COVID restrictions in place. It's 
a good day to be a Leopard! ~ Karen Moore  

Sports are Happening Again! 
Due to the rapid scheduling and fluidity of all 
sports seasons for the next couple months, 
please refer to our website or App for most 

current athletic schedule information.  

Spring Events: 
Apr 9-10, Speech Districts 
Apr 11, HS Band~Seaside 

Apr 10, 50’s Dance 
Apr 14-17, FBLA State 
Apr 20, Board Meeting 
April 23-25, Spring Play 

April 27-29, Kinder Roundup 
Apr 29, SR Project Boards 
May 4, Budget Committee 

May 6, May Day Celebration 
May 8, Prom 

May 13, 49th Play Day  
May 14, 8th Grade Reception 
May 14-16, HS Band ~ Utah 

May 18, Board Meeting 
 May 21-24, FFA Trip 

May 27, Last School day 
May 29, Graduation 
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Math: 
Although we had a lot of ground to make up at the start of the year, students have stepped up to the plate & we 
are right on target moving into the final quarter of school. We are having discussions about what math class they 
will want to take next year & planning according to what they may want to do after high school. We are looking for-
ward to better weather so we can go outside & explore applications of mathematics in the "real" world. 

March 14...  3.14  ... National Pi Day   Students chose to do art, music, math, language arts or projects of their own 
creation based on Pi. Several students competed to memorize and recite the most digits of Pi. Our two winners this 
year were Skyler Perkins & Eli Williams - both with over 80 digits....can't wait to see how many they get next year.  

Reminder about NAP nights... that's an acronym for Night Against Procrastination... the math room is available 
twice per quarter, to all high school students from 6:00-8:00 in the evening for working on homework, getting pa-
pers proofread, study groups, working on projects or taking/retaking tests. This is a great opportunity for students 
who need some extra help (not just in math)  to get it. Be sure to watch the website for the next opportunity. ~ 
Mrs. Murchison 

Classroom News: High School 

English/Drama 
 

A Body of Water is coming to the stage this spring!  The play features three high school actors and is a departure 
from the normal “light & frothy” fare we have done in the past.  The students have been working hard to bring this 
serious piece of theatre to life, and we hope that you will take the time to attend one of our limited and reserved 
seating performances!  Please mark April 23, 24, 25, on your calendar to come and see this play about memory loss and 
family commitment.  Ticket ordering will be online through a link provided on the school website, and the cost will be 
on a donation basis at the door. 
In English, we have had the pleasure of welcoming Cory Andrews as our student teacher for 2nd semester.  Cory hails 
from Union.  The freshmen and sophomores are finishing up our study of Homer’s Odyssey along with a few other 
myths and then moving into our focus on Rostand’s play, Cyrano de Bergerac.  Juniors are finishing their Adventures 
of Huckleberry Finn papers and moving into a brief study of female authors of the Progressive Era.  Seniors are fin-
ishing up their Jane Austen Study after having the chance to participate in the 3rd Annual Jane Austen Tea and Film 
Festival just before spring break and will be heading into some work on their Oral Boards presentations.  The fun nev-
er ends! ~ Dr. Farrell 

National PI Day Winners 2021:  

Eli Williams and Skyler Perkins 
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School Happenings 

  Cove FFA & Agriculture CTE 

New Tractor Arrives Soon 
 

The Cove FFA Chapter is proud to announce that we are getting a new tractor! The Massey-Ferguson 1835 Compact 
Tractor will arrive this spring with the gracious help of our friends at Robbins Equipment. The tractor is part of the 
$120,000 CTE Revitalization Grant that our school applied for last year. We’re looking forward to using it on the 
school farm!   

2nd Greenhouse 
The Cove Agricultural Program is adding a second 
green house! We are currently in the ordering 
process and hope to have the new greenhouse up 
by next fall. We will be using the new greenhouse 
for starting seedlings and expanding our technol-
ogy. Like the tractor, the greenhouse will be pur-
chased with the CTE Revitalization Grant pro-
gram. 

The Cove FFA Banquet/Auction 

The Cove FFA Banquet/Auction is happening! The annual ban-
quet is set for May 1st at 6pm. The location is to be deter-
mined due to COVID and changing county metrics, and will be 
announced as soon as possible. We will be serving pork provid-
ed by Hines Meat Co., and have a variety of sides provided by 
the FFA Team and community members. Since we were unable 
to complete a banquet last year, we will be giving awards for 
last year and this year, as well as installing our new officers 
for the 2022 school year. As usual, we are seeking donations 
for the auction portion of the event which is our largest 
fundraiser of the year. If you’d like to donate contact us at 
brendan.kelley@covesd.org.  We hope to see you there! ~ Mr. 

Cove to take delivery of a new tractor this 
spring.  

mailto:brendan.kelley@covesd.org
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 High School Principal’s Podium 
Filling in this semester as the high school principal has pro-
vided me greater appreciation for a principal’s day and.  
When Mr. Miles departed in December, he had all possible 
annual reports, performance evaluations and other tasks 
completed.  He also left a detailed breakdown of tasks yet 
to complete when the time came this year.  He didn’t, howev-
er, prepare me for the day-to-day personal crisis’ that a 
principal of secondary students must address.  Quite frank-
ly, I was a secondary principal 20 years ago but had forgot-
ten the strain of the position in addressing problems and 
issues with teenage students all day.    
After I was begging to work a deal for an early arrival, I am 
counting the days (now around 22) until our new principal, 
Dustin Clark, is anticipated to be on the job.  Cove has a 
clear history of stability, low staff turn-over, and long-
standing traditions.  For the pride, predictability, stability , 
and consistently high outcomes of Cove School, the low rate 
of turnover is critical.  I look forward to serving with Dustin 
for many years to come but more immediately I simply look 
forward to handing the high school back to a principal ASAP. 
~ Earl Pettit 

Counselor’s Corner: 

The last couple of months have been spent working on 
transcripts & starting to plan schedules for next year. 
We are very excited to potentially be adding some new 
classes that will offer more diversity for our students. 

Seniors Under Pressure: Scholarship packets were 
handed out last week, along with 
cap & gowns and information about 
final college decisions. We also dis-
cussed preparations for May Day & 
Graduation which will both be hap-
pening this year!  Please help your 
senior stay on top of all of these 
activities & if you have questions, 
feel free to contact me.  ~ Mrs. 
Murchison 

Isaiah Hall pulls OranLee Fiorito on a scooter 
in P.E.  

Ryder McCowan and Mike Blake read a Dr. 
Seuss book together for Read Across America  

Sabakiball and Pogo   
Well, for this week in our shop classes we will be 
building another Mayday pole for the elemen-
tary to practice with. Mr. Hubbard found a really 
fun and challenging game called Sabakiball. Unfor-
tunately, the price to buy the backboards is be-
tween $600 and $800, so we are going to build 
them some for $100.  
Some of my students found a pogo stick and it 
was a really nice day outside, so they wanted to 
try it out. The first try was a little sad then 
someone got 7 bounces, then 20, soon they were 
in the 30s then 40s, 69 held for a while. That was 
topped by 80, then a young man in cowboy boots, 
on his first try shattered the record with 106! 
After that everyone was reluctant to give it a go. 
The kids started pestering me to give it a try. I 
told them if the record was under 50 I would 
have been tempted but not over 100. The kids 
asked if I had ever tried one and so I told them 
that I had had one (over 40 years ago). That 
made them pester me even more so I gave in. Af-
ter about 20 awkward bounces I got into a 
rhythm and did 111 bounces! I then stumbled to 
the nearest car where I leaned on it heavily. I 
realized that the car wasn't enough support so 
made it back into the shop and fell into the near-
est chair, (out of sight of the kids). Luckily, I 
didn't pass out or throw up but I didn't move 
from that chair for over 10 minutes.  
I found that the masks that we wear are nice on 
frosty mornings and in the shop if we are kicking 
up a lot of dust but I'm looking forward to when 
we won't need them. I got my 2nd COVID shot on 
a Friday, Saturday my arm felt like I got poked 
with a rusty nail and I had the hint of a head-
ache,  Sunday the arm felt better but I gained a 
slight sore throat, Monday I was back to my nor-
mal self. 
I'm so thankful to have a school board, Mr. Pet-
tit, and 98% of the community supporting us with 
in-person school!  I'm not a fan of the online ap-
proach. Thanks!  ~ Mr. Olmsted, aka, Teach  

High School News 
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“Old Cafeteria” space remodel is underway.  To house the nurse, counselor, and various specialists 
serving our students 

Capital Projects Update 

With increasing sports activities and upgrades to 
equipment; Cove School recently purchased a new 
40 foot multi-door shipping container for storage.  
The container is currently located near the shop 
classrooms and will be shared by athletics and 
maintenance. It is planned for relocation on the 
edge of the football field grounds in the fall when 
the turf is dry enough to support the placement. 

Cafeteria Remodel Underway   
Following more than a year of planning, enrollment 
growth of around 25 students, and a clear need 
for improved student support services; Cove 
School is remodeling the old cafeteria space into 
a nurses station, counselor office and small con-
ference room in addition to a staff restroom and 
itinerant staff office.  
Funded through the School Success Act (SSA), 
the remodel will allow the District’s new mental 
health counselor, Sean White, to operate full 
time serving only Cove.  Sean has ben on site one 
day per week serving as an IMESD employee. Ad-
ditionally, the SSA is slated to fund increased 
nurse presence to half-time starting next year.  
Not only will this space house these new services, 
it will provide specialists such as the speech 
pathologist or occupational therapist a place to 
operate.  The staff restroom is the  first desig-
nated staff restroom in the district and the con-
ference room will provide space for IEP meeting, 
staff meetings, and will be used throughout the 
day for student pull-out services such as reading 
interventions.   The project is expected to be 
completed this summer and will be in full use at 
the start of next school year. ~ Mr. Pettit 
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Welcome Dustin Clark 
 

Following the retirement of Mat Miles, Dustin Clark of Powers, Oregon has been 
hired to be the next Principal for Cove High School.  From many highly qualified 
candidates, the stakeholder committee representing the community unanimously 
selected Mr. Clark.  Originally from Coos County Oregon, Dustin graduated from 
Powers High School in 1999 and went to Southern Oregon University where he 
earned a business degree in 2003.  After spending some time in the financial 
industry Dustin transitioned to his calling - education.  Mr. Clark taught English as 
a second language in South Korea for over two years then earned his Master's 
degree in Education from Oregon State University in 2010.  Dustin Clark brings 
four years of administrative experience preceded by 10 years teaching 
experience most recently serving as a middle school principal.  
 
When asked about his family and free time, Mr. Clark stated, “My wife Julia is a 
proud graduate and product of this outstanding district and community.  We have 
a two-year-old daughter named Layla and two hilarious dogs. We enjoy the 
outdoors, spending time with family, and are very excited for this new 
adventure.”  Dustin Clark followed by expressing his desire to serve the students 
of Cove, “I care deeply about students and supporting staff members and believe 
all students can learn and be successful with the appropriate guidance.  I am 
incredibly excited and humbled to be your principal at Cove High School and to 
serve this community.” 
 
Mr. Clark is scheduled to begin at Cove High School on April 29 and has accepted 
a two-year initial contract.  Please join me in welcoming Dustin and Layla; and 
welcoming Julia back home to Cove. ~ Earl Pettit 


