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It’s hard to believe spring is here and the 
school year is coming to an end. I don’t 
know about you, but seeing the green 
grass, the trees budding, and the flowers 
beginning to bloom makes me think of new 
beginnings. I am so excited for what is in 
store for our district. However, you can never 
look forward without first looking back.

From the moment COVID-19 entered the U.S. 
last year, this community banded together to 
remain true to our mission of keeping staff 
and students healthy and safe and providing 
a well-rounded learning experience. I have 
never been prouder to be a Tiger. 

Like so many other school districts across the state and nation, when schools shut 
down, we had to quickly adapt in order to continue providing the best education 
possible to students district-wide. Our board and staff have worked tirelessly ever 
since to answer the call. I am happy to report that the sudden transition to online 
learning brought some unexpected positive attributes. 

For example, every student in grades 2-12 now has his/her own Chromebook. 
Pre-pandemic, only students in grades 7-12 were issued this technology. This gives 
students the opportunity to learn no matter their environment. Over the summer 
and leading up to the 2020-2021 school year, the district acquired new software, 
including Google Classroom, Kami, Gizmos, and Stella. These programs have 
allowed more communication between teachers, students, and their parents. In 
some cases, this software has greatly reduced the district’s printing needs. 

Since it is likely some form of online learning is here to stay, we are continuing 
to research and pilot new technologies to help improve our students’ learning 
experience now and in the future. For example, we are adopting a single sign-
on so that students will only need one username and password to access all of 
the programs that are pushed to their school-issued Chromebook. We are also 
acquiring more document cameras so 
that teachers can share documents or 
experiments with students learning in the 
classroom or virtually. 

Seneca East is also the recipient of a 
$723,000 USDA grant that will help 
enhance the delivery of distance learning 
during the pandemic. You can read more 
about this in the article in the left column. 

Seneca East Local School District is the recipient 
of a $723,000 USDA grant that will help enhance 
the delivery of distance learning during the 
pandemic. 
The funding will equip 57 classrooms with 
distance education enabled hardware, and 
software, upgrade networking and supply 
technological equipment to advance 
telecommunications opportunities. The district 
is placing additional emphasis on improving 
Science,Technology, Engineering and Math 
(STEM) related learning. 
“It’s no secret that COVID-19 hit schools 
across the country hard,” said Laura Kagy, 
superintendent. “Seneca East was one of many 
districts left scrambling to continue providing a 
well-rounded education without the necessary 
infrastructure. This grant will help our staff and 
students be successful now and in the future.”  
The funds can be used for acquisition of 
broadband facilities, audio, video and interactive 
video equipment, computer hardware and 
software, instructional programming, and 
technical support for the use of the equipment. 
Staff are especially excited about the 75” 
interactive ViewBoards that will replace current 
technology. Additionally, grant monies will go 
toward professional training for all staff on the 
new technology and programming. 
The grant will also allow Seneca East to expand 
key partnerships within the community, including 
those with educational service centers and local 
universities so that students have access to a 
variety of postsecondary education options. They 
also plan to further collaborate with healthcare 
organizations like Mercy Health and the Mental 
Health and Recovery Services Board to help 
address the social and emotional impact the 
pandemic has had on students. 
Kagy said, “I’m thankful for the staff and 
community partners who supported the grant to 
secure these federal dollars for the district, and I 
am excited to see where the funding takes us.”

I’m happy to report that 
the sudden transition to 
online learning brought 
some unexpected positive 
attributes. 

2020-21: A Year of 
Challenges Eased by 
a Strong, Resilient 
Community

Dr. Laura Kagy, Superintendent

USDA Grant Will Improve 
Distance Learning 
Infrastructure
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Our goal has always been to have students in the 
classroom as much as possible and as safely as possible. 
That is why we are continuing to follow all COVID safety 
protocols, including frequent hand-washing, maintaining 
social distancing, and mask wearing. Our staff also had the 
opportunity to be vaccinated. This was an important step in 
our return to normalcy. 

This year has certainly had its challenges, but I am so 
thankful for the flexibility and continued support of this 
community. Your resilience over the last year is to be 
commended. I hope that as you witness the effects of 
spring you also have a chance to reflect; to recognize that 
you survived the pandemic and that we will all be stronger 
for it. 

Treasurer’s Update
When the pandemic hit, many school districts across the 
country were left wondering how they would be able to 
continue providing a well-rounded education. The CARES 
Act helped Seneca East cover the gaps. The act was passed 
March 27, 2020, to help schools with expenses incurred as 
a result of COVID-19.

In fiscal year 2020, the district received $80,872 in 
Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief 
funding and in fiscal year 2021, we have received $52,945 
in Rural and Small Town School Districts funding. Over the 
last year, we have used these funds to ensure students can 
continue their education in a safe environment. 

For example, a portion of the monies have gone toward 
ensuring COVID-19 safety guidelines are met. We 
have purchased additional cleaning supplies for the 
transportation, food service, and maintenance departments. 
Additionally, the funding allowed us to purchase and 
install plexiglass barriers and social distancing signage 
around our buildings. We also hired a part-time bus driver 
to reduce the number of students riding each bus and a 
maintenance worker to help with the additional cleaning 
requirements. 

Students who wished to continue learning remotely were 
directly impacted. The CARES Act helped Seneca East 
purchase these remote learning licenses. The school also 
provided hot spots around the district so students could 
have access to the internet both on and off campus. 

Looking ahead, we are already slated to receive another 
$274,032 for the 2021-2022 school year if COVID 
restrictions are still in place. As always, we will continue to 
be good stewards of your taxpayer dollars in addition to 
any additional Cares Act funding we receive. Thank you for 
your continued support. 

2 SENECA EAST LOCAL SCHOOLS

“Year of Challenges”from Page 1

Relief Funding Fills Some 
Gaps During Pandemic

High school English teacher Janine 
New has given all new meaning to 
the fine art of letter writing. Each fall, 
her class of sophomores practices 
writing a business letter, but the 
letters are not sent to just anyone. 

Students select a celebrity to mail 
their letter to, and their assignment 
includes telling the celebrity a little 
about themselves, why they admire 
them, and they conclude by asking 
for something outrageous. This year, 
they have received a number of 
responses, including autographs 
from Ohio State University football 
coach Ryan Day, Duck Dynasty actor 
Jack Black, and singer Billy Joel; a 
handwritten letter from YouTuber 
Skeppy; a letter and sticker from 
Gatorade; guitar picks from country 
superstar Toby Keith; a package from 
YouTuber and farmer, Millennial 
Farmer, and a signed vinyl from the 
band Glass Animals sent all the way 
from London, England!

Thanks to the 
awesome souvenirs 
they netted, this is 
one assignment 
and skill students 
will not soon forget. 

Signed Vinyl 
From Glass 
Animals, Guitar 
Picks From Toby 
Keith: Just Some 
of the Cool Stuff 
Sophomores 
Received in 
English Class 
Letter-Writing 
Assignment



This school year has been all about being 
innovative. Andrea Schimpf, library media 
specialist, put her creativity to use and not 
only made sure students had continued 
access to books, but also to the authors who 
wrote them!

Last fall, Seneca East’s middle and high 
school book clubs Zoomed with best-selling 
author Jennifer Nielsen. Prior to the virtual 
visit, students read “The False Prince,” the 
first book in the New York Times bestselling 
“Ascendance” series. During the Zoom, 
Nielsen answered questions and did a 
writing workshop with students. 
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SE Book Clubs Treated to Zoom Workshops with Authors

College Credit, Adjunct Profs Provide Continuing Education 
Opportunities for Seneca East Students

On Feb. 24, third grade students Zoomed 
with author Heather Lang. In preparation for 
the Zoom, they read “Swimming with Sharks,” 
“Anybody’s Game,” and “Fearless Flyer.” 
Lang’s books are based on true stories of 
women who persevered and accomplished 
great things in spite of challenges. She 
told students about her travels around the 
world interviewing the women she writes 
about. She also read her new book, “The 
Leaf Detective,” a story about Meg Lowman, 
pioneer scientist of the rainforest. 

Last but not least, on March 25, Ohio author 
Tricia Springstubb Zoomed with Seneca East 

At Seneca East, we strive to offer the best education possible 
so that students are prepared for whatever path they choose 
after graduation. One component of this education experience 
is continuing education opportunities such as college credit, 
advanced placement courses, and vocational training. 

During the 2020-21 school year, 77 students in grades 7-12 will 
earn approximately 756 semester hours from Ohio colleges and 
universities including Bowling Green State University, Cleveland 
State University, the University of Findlay, Heidelberg University, 
Marion Technical College, North Central State College, Owens 
Community College, Terra State Community College, Tiffin University, 
and The University of Toledo. Students are taking classes in-person, 
on college campuses, online, and at Seneca East. 

Seneca East is also proud to have three adjunct professors on staff:
• Janine New is an adjunct professor from Bowling Green State 

second grade students. In advance of her 
visit, students read her book, “Khalil and Mr. 
Hagerty and the Backyard Treasures” during 
library time. Students wrote down questions 
they had for Springstubb, who is from the 
Cleveland area and has written a range of 
books including her “Cody” series, “What 
Happened on Fox Street” and “Moonpenny 
Island” (a novel based on Kelley’s Island).

We are grateful to the authors for taking their 
time to connect with Seneca East students 
and to Ms. Schimpf for ensuring students 
had unique learning opportunities during 
this unusual year. 

University teaching Academic Writing and Research Writing. 
• John Darkow is an adjunct professor with Bowling Green State 

University and the University of Findlay, teaching Introduction to 
Biology and Introduction to Anatomy and Physiology and Lab. 

• Jillian Baker is an adjunct professor with Terra State Community 
College, teaching Digital Literacy and Applications. 

We also offer AP (advanced placement) classes. Our adjunct 
professors are currently preparing 11 students to take the AP Biology, 
AP Computer Science Principles and AP Calculus tests in May. 

Additionally, two freshman, 11 sophomores, 29 juniors and 23 seniors 
participated in the Sentinel Career and Technology Center program 
this year. 

Thank you for your continued support so that we can offer a well-
rounded education that prepares students for college and beyond. 



On March 4, students 
Shayden Heiser and Olivia 
Stockmaster represented 
Seneca East’s SADD (Students 
Against Drunk Driving) 
chapter in a statewide virtual 
advocacy event sponsored by 
the Prevention Action Alliance. 

During the event, Heiser and 
Stockmaster shared with 
Ohio Senator Bill Reineke 
and State Representative 
Gary Click the importance of 
mental health and substance 
misuse prevention in their 
school. They highlighted their involvement with SADD and the 
mentoring programs offered at Seneca East that impact students 
K-12. Additionally, Heiser spoke about his involvement in the CARSA 
(Community Action for Reducing Substance Abuse) Coalition, whose 
mission is to reduce substance abuse among youth and adults in 
Seneca County. 

The students were supported throughout the event by SADD Advisor 
Jillian Baker, Seneca East Prevention Education Coordinator Charla 
VanOsdol, and Mental Health and Recovery Board member Nicole 
Williams. Congratulations on a successful presentation and thank 
you for your continued efforts in bringing awareness to these serious 
issues for Seneca East students, staff and the community at-large. 

Seneca East students Shayden Heiser, Lainey Cessna, Kayla 
Stiverson, Haylee Steinmetz, and Olivia Stockmaster recently 
participated in the first-ever Empowered Virtual Summit, sponsored 
by area substance misuse prevention coalitions. 

Four speakers, including keynote speaker Ty Sells, the director of 
training for Youth to Youth International in Columbus, Ohio, spoke to 
the more than 50 students and adults in attendance on the topics 
of Myths of Marijuana, Mindfulness, Gaming and Gambling, and 
Advocacy. 

Students left the summit feeling encouraged and with new tools in 
their toolbox for engaging their peers and using their role as leaders 
for prevention efforts in their school and community.

SE Students Participate in 
Virtual Advocacy Event on 
Drunk Driving and Substance 
Abuse

Elementary Update

Virtual Summit Encourages 
SE Students to Continue Their 
Leadership in Substance 
Misuse Prevention
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While this year may look different from past years, 
we have been working hard to provide as many 
fun activities and treats possible for positive 
behavior in the elementary wing! 

**Stay tuned for more information on upcoming 
PBIS events, including our “Kick the Test Kickball 
Tournament” and end of the 
year Field 
Days!

Google Meets
In lieu of in-person assemblies, we have provided school-wide Google Meets for positive messages, matrix review, and fun games for the students to play along with everyone in real time, including virtual turkey bowling, a Christmas-themed Family Feud game, and a Kahoot! to review the PBIS Matrix earlier in the year. Activities have also been provided to help spread kindness and positivity. The second grade team had a Valentine’s Day coloring contest for the students and provided an opportunity to share a compliment with a student from another class. These compliments were then hung on the classroom doors for all to see!

Continued on page 5



The Food Service team has arguably been impacted more 
than most by COVID-19. Not only do they have a small window of time to 
serve every student in the district – both breakfast and lunch – this year they 
have had to figure out how to maintain social distancing guidelines in the 
cafeteria and how to handle an exponential rise in meals requested and 
served. They have taken these changes in stride, however, even implementing 
innovative ideas to help students learn about food waste and ensure they 
have a nutritious meal before state testing.  

To help our nation recover from COVID-19, the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
authorized free breakfast and lunch to students throughout the 2020-2021 
school year. This means on average the Food Service team is serving 200 
breakfasts and 600 lunches per day. This is more than 100 additional 
breakfasts and lunches served, respectively, than last year. They are also 
packing meals for students learning remotely. Families can order meals for the 
week and the meals are picked up each Wednesday.

New this year is an app where students in grades 3-12 can rate their meal. 
This allows the Food Service team to design the menu around the students’ 
favorite and least favorite meals. The team also ran a Food Waste Challenge 
earlier this year to show students how much food is thrown away each day. 
They encouraged kids to take only what they will eat and by the end of 
the week they reported that significantly less food was being thrown away 
compared to the first day of the challenge.

Coming up, they will be delivering breakfast to the classroom on the days 
students are taking state tests.

Research shows that well-balanced meals contribute to a student’s success 
inside and outside of school and that students that eat school meals consume 
fewer empty calories and take in more milk, fruits, vegetables, and fiber.

Last, but maybe most importantly, the district is celebrating the heroes of the 
cafeteria with School Lunch Hero Day on May 7. This past year has certainly 
highlighted how wonderful the team is, so be sure to celebrate them with an 
extra thank you on this day.

Food Service Team Takes 
COVID-19 in Stride
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“PAWS”ome Students
Each month, we have been celebrating some “PAWS”ome students who have shown above and beyond behavior both in and out of the classroom. They have received a prize with a certificate and their names are currently being showcased in the hallway downstairs for all to see. 

Easter Candy Fundraiser 

We have just finished up our 

annual PBIS Easter Candy 

Fundraiser. As you can see, we 

always have a great turnout for 

this particular event and this year 

is no exception! Congratulations 

to the top selling classes and our 

individual top seller:

1st Place - Mrs. Beidelschies’ 

2nd Grade Class

2nd Place - Mrs. Foos’ 3rd Grade 

Class
Top Seller - Blake Hartley (Mrs. 

Beidelschies’ class)
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Seneca East Sports Schedules for Spring 2021

Kindergarten Registration Packets are now available 
in the school office and on the district website (www.
se-tigers.com).  Parents may stop in the school 
office entryway for contactless pickup or call the 
school secretary to schedule a time to pick up a 
packet.  Parents may also download and fill out 
the documents.  All completed forms need to be 
completed and turned in to the school office before 
screening times are assigned.  Please be sure to 
submit the information by May 1.  Along with the 
completed registration paperwork, parents also need 
to provide Seneca East with the following:

(1) An attested transcript of the Certificate of Birth 
or attested hospital record showing date and 
place of birth. 

(2) A copy of the child’s Social Security Card. 

(3) An up-to-date Immunization Record. 

(4) Proof of residency. 

(5) Copy of any Custody Paperwork, if applicable, 
as provided by the court. 

Note:  A child must be five years old on or before 
August 1, 2021 to be eligible for entrance into 
kindergarten.  

The district will conduct Kindergarten Screenings on 
Friday, May 21 in the auxiliary gym.  Due to Ohio’s 
restrictions on large-group meetings, there will not be 
a Kindergarten Registration Parent Meeting prior to 
the screening date.  However, there will be a parent 
meeting in the computer lab next to the auxiliary 
gym while children are being screened. Important 
information will be shared and parents will also 
have access to a school computer to fill out Final 
Forms information.  Many of the required school 
documents (Contact Information, Emergency Medical 
Authorization, etc.) are now completed online.

Please contact Jan Allgyre (Elementary Secretary) 
or Brad Powers (Elementary Principal) if you have 
any questions about registration and screening 
procedures.

Mrs. Allgyre  (419) 426-3344  jallgyre@se-tigers.com

Mr. Powers  (419) 426-1854  bpowers@se-tigers.com

SENECA EAST 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Kindergarten 
Registration 

and Screening 
Information

Updated as of March 15, 2021



LaDonna Bumb 
Bus Driver, Cook, Aide

Kristen Caudill  
Elementary Teacher

Bryan Crapo 
VoAg Teacher

Cheryl McGathey 
Family Consumer Science Teacher

Kindar Miller 
Middle School Teacher

Susan Nugent  
Art Teacher

Nancy Obringer 
Elementary Intervention Teacher

Susan Platt  
Foreign Language Teacher

Connie Tyree 
High School Science Teacher

Cheryl Wagner  
Bus Driver

Our Retirees Will Be Missed
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“In a world where you can be anything, be kind.” This is the quote that 
LaDonna Bumb, education aide at Seneca East, lives by and does 
her best to instill in others. This year, she is spreading the message of 
kindness through Kindness Rocks. She supplies rocks to the Kindness 
Club who paints encouraging messages on them before she hides 
them on the playground for first and second grade students to find. It is 
all in a day’s work for Bumb because teaching Kindness ROCKS!

Teaching Kindness ROCKS!

Follow us on social media (handles on page 8) to see 
our “Royal Retiree” series and learn more about the 
special Seneca East memories and future plans of 
these important members of our district.



Prom Set For 
May 1

Although prom may look a little 
different this year thanks to 
COVID-19, the show must go on! 
This year’s event will take place May 
1 in the auditeria and the theme is 
“Once Upon a Maskquerade.”

The event will feature a catered 
dinner by Reedtown Catering 
Services, favors by Teezerts Cake 
Pops and Treats, masks made by 
BMD Custom Designs, a DJ and fun 
photo booth. The event is for Seneca 
East juniors and seniors, however, 
they are permitted to bring a date 
from another school. A prom queen 
and king will be crowned before the 
night is up as well.

Thanks to all of our community 
partners and staff who have worked 
hard to make sure students have a 
night to remember!
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TIGERS

Seneca East 
Local Schools 

13343 E Us Highway 224 
Attica, OH 44807 

Phone: 419-426-3344 
Fax: 419-426-5400

www.se-tigers.com
Seneca East App

www.facebook.com/ 
SenecaEastSchools

www.instagram.com 
/senecaeast/

twitter.com/SenecaEast 

Interested in learning more about Seneca 
County Camp Invention for 2nd–6th grade 

students, go to invent.org/camp

Interested in learning more about overnight 
and day camp at Camp Glen for kids 7–12 

years old, go tocampfirenwohio.co

Seneca East 
Board of Education

Mr. Daniel Stacklin, 
President

Mrs. Jaimie Beamer, 
Vice President

Mr. Rick Gillett

Ms. Val Phillips

Mr. Jay Zeiter

IMPORTANT DATES
May 28
May 30

Last Day of School 
Graduation 1:00


