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Kindergarten

Messy DAys 
are fun 

in Kindergarten 

We made Oobleck to end Dr. Suess Week.

Oobleck is a 
non-newtonian fluid 
that is neither a solid 
or a liquid.  It changes 
in viscosity under 
stress.



1st Grade
We recently learned in Science that vibration can make 
sound.  We made our own guitars out of Kleenex boxes 
and rubber bands

We are researching animals.  Each student will create a 
book for the young authors contest which includes 
information on their animals habitat, diet, and family life.  
They will author and illustrate their own book. 

We drew leprechauns for St. Patrick’s Day!  A leprechaun 
messed up our classroom and left us treats. 



2nd Grade
In March, the second 
graders worked on 
modeling landforms and 
bodies of water for our 
Geography and Earth 
Science Unit.  They used 
air dry clay, plates, and 
paint/marker to display 
their knowledge.  They 
turned out great!



3rd Grade
In third grade this year, students have completed a novel 

study for the first time. We worked on the novel Because 

of Winn-Dixie from the curriculum. During the 

three-week period, students had the opportunity to work 

together through answering comprehension questions 

together, making text-to-self connections and sharing 

them, writing a paper on theme and defending their 

response on why they chose a specific word to represent 

the theme, and by participating in group discussions. It 

has been great to see them use critical thinking skills and 

show true interest in a story. As a result of finishing the 

novel study, they got to watch the movie and we 

discussed the similarities and differences between the 

novel and movie. 



4th Grade
CLASSROOM ECONOMY

★ Earn a monthly salary of $200
★ Rent of $60 per month for their desk and books
★ Can save up to “buy” their desk.  A Desk Deed shows proof of ownership.

★ Classroom Jobs earn a salary
○ Messenger, Board Cleaner, Teacher’s Assistants, Fine Officer, Substitute, Custodian, 

Attendance Monitor
★ Must fill out Job Applications

★ Earn Bonuses or Fines for behavior and academics
★ Electronic Classroom “Bank” Accounts monitored through Google 

Classroom
★ Managing Money

○ Class store
○ Auctions to purchase items and experiences

■ Homemade Cookies, Personal Popcorn Party, Pencils, Small Toys, Inside 
Recess, etc.



At my previous school we did an end of 
the year Wax Museum with grades 3-5. It 
was so much fun and the students really 
enjoyed it. This year it was a little tough 
but here is what students worked on.

5th Grade Wax Museum 



The Great 
Chicago Fire

Neil Armstrong

How it worked: Students chose a 
historical, celebrity, or event. They 
then used the Who was, What was 
books and did research. Next, they 
created a timeline of their person 
or events life. Lastly, students 
wrote a paragraph and presented it 
to the class. Students dressed up if 
able and had a powerpoint to share 
with the class. It had the timeline 
and a few pictures to show.



Title Reading Program

GO PHONICs is a multidisciplinary, multi-modality, research -based, reading 
program that helps students learn to read sound, letters, vowel sounds, blends, 
and vowel pairs.  The parts of the program that help make it successful are: 5 
individual leveled books with specific stories, vowel sound and letter cards, 
workbooks to go along with the stories and levels, and games.

The games are very important part of the program because they allow the 
students to practice and apply the skills they learn in the lessons.  They are very 
engaging and the students LOVE them.



6th grade - Life Science

The students have worked extremely hard to be successful in completing their Life 
Science assignments, projects, etc. They have completed several projects. During 
our Ecosystems units, each student created an ecosystem diorama for an animal 
of their choice. 



7th grade - Earth Science
Earth Science has been a learning experience for the students. We have been 
doing projects throughout the year. During our unit on Minerals and Rocks, one of 
the experiments was making crystals. Each student made a crystal. 



8th grade - Physical Science 

The students have been working hard this year. Recently, they have been learning 
about the Periodic Table of Elements. They created a BattleShip game to learn the 
table better. They created a bracket, and filled it out as the competition took place. 
Our winner was Paloma. 



STEAM - Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Art, and Math

During our STEAM time, we have explored a variety of of topics. The students 
have enjoyed working with Sphero (a robot), doing and working with Science 
experiments, designing and engineering a variety of projects, and so much more. 



Working with Sphero, Blue (the mouse) and Bee Bot

The students were able to program and use the robots in a variety of ways. 



String Design and Art

The students were able to choose a design and create art with nails and string. 



Shadow Tracing

The students learned about how shadows are made by objects blocking the light. 
They discovered that the shadows change sizes and shapes depending on how 
they stood and the angle of the sun.



Engineering Design Process

The students used the engineering design process to solve a problem proposed to 
them. Engineers use science, mathematics, and creative thinking to solve 
problems. An example of this, the students took on the book challenge. They had 
to build a platform that would hold a book 6 inches off the ground. One student 
was able to hold the book 5 inches off the ground with his design. 



Rainbows - St. Patrick’s Day

The students learned about how rainbows are made. Then, they created rainbows 
with food! 



Pi Day = 3.14

The students made pie and created a skyline 

using the Pi numbers. 



March Madness

The students designed and created 

basketball hoops and jerseys. 



Jelly Bean Experiments

The students worked together mixing the liquids and dropping in the jelly beans. 
They discovered the various liquids changed the jelly beans in a variety of ways. 



Junior High
History & Civic 

Classes



6th Grade World History
Students are creating presentations on 

the: Aztecs, Mayan, and Inca civilizations
Culture, religion, architecture and what 
happened to destroy their civilization



Civil War Generals
7th Grade US History



7th Grade US History
Civil War Battles

Gettysburg
Shiloh

1st Bull Run 
(Manassas)

Antietam Ft Donelson



Mr. Pete Buttigieg,  Secretary 
Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Mr. Buttigieg,

 Thank you for allowing us the opportunity to introduce our class. We are an eighth grade class 
from Paw Paw, Illinois, a small rural town with a population under 1,000. Paw Paw is about 
seventy-five miles west of Chicago. Our school is small, with ten students in the eighth grade class. 
Our junior high has thirty-eight students. Our class has completed a unit of the U.S. Constitution 
and we  finished studying the cabinet departments within the Executive Branch. We enjoy civics 
very much, it is one of our favorite classes.

We are currently studying Civics at Paw Paw Middle School, during our Civics class we were 
studying different departments within the United States Government. While coming across the 
Department of Transportation we noticed that the Civil Rights Department is within the jurisdiction 
of your department. We wondered why that office was placed there and what it has to do with the 
Department of Transportation. Who decided that the office should go there, and why is it there? 

How come the Civil Rights Division is in the Department of Justice? What do you think can be 
improved on it and where do you see it going? Does the Department of Justice  need anything to 
be improved, if so, how come? Why does the Civil Rights have to share a department with both the 
Department of Transportation and Department of Justice when it can be its own? It has many other 
things that should be included in it besides the two departments.

Our class just finished a unit of the U.S Constitution and we studied the departments within 
the Executive Branch.  Our next project will be about our local government. We want to thank you 
for taking the time to read and respond to our letter, it means a lot to have an interaction with the 
government regarding our education and country. 

Letter from the 8th Grade Class to 
Department of Transportation
Washington, D.C.



6th Grade Math Class



7th Grade - Multi-Step Equations



8th Grade Math
Positive and Negative Exponents; 

Scientific Notation


