
Why did you choose distance 
learning?

Kya: “I thought that it was the best fit 
for me.”
Clara: “It’s much easier than driving in 
every day.”

Would you choose distance learning if 
there was no Covid?

Kya: “Yes I would choose it, as I like it 
better than going into school everyday.”
Clara: “No way.”

What is the most challenging part for 
you?

Kya: “Staying motivated and keeping up 
with all my work.”
Clara: “Getting work in on time and 
focusing.”

What do you do with all your extra 
time?

Kya: “I like to meditate, go outside, and 
watch TV.”
Clara: “I spend a lot of time painting and 
going on drives.”

                                By: Jaylynn Maijala

   It’s the season we’ve all been waiting 
for! With missing out on spring sports 
last year due to the pandemic, spring 
sports are finally up and going. This 
week I decided to talk to Varsity 
Softball Coach Becky Hagen and this is 
what she had to say: 

How are you feeling about the season 
based on your first few weeks of 
practice?
“It is good to be back after a two year 
hiatus.”
What are your thoughts on the covid 
restrictions?
“It is frustrating to be restricted; 
however if that means the difference 
between having a season and not 
having a season, we will do what it 
takes to play. If  masking 
up...outside...far away from each other 
means we can have our end of the 
year festivities, we will do what it takes.”

How will you measure your success 
this season?
“Are we improving from game to game, 
growing through mistakes, keeping 
positive attitudes, and having fun, then I 
would say we are having a successful 
season…winning a few games wouldn’t 
hurt either.”

After talking to Coach Hagen I spoke 
with Senior pitcher Brooklyn Alt. 

What are you most excited for this 
season? 
“ I am very excited to see what this year 
brings because compared to past years 
our whole team is close and we are 
friends, so I am excited for the 
positivity.” 
What are your goals for your senior 
season?
“For my senior season I hope to make it 
through the entire season without Covid 
interruptions and to have an exciting 
season for me and the rest of our 
team.”
        Written By Jordan Paquette

    The McGregor High School Speech team has 
been a strong aspect of our school for a very 
long time. Through good years and bad years 
they have managed to stay motivated and 
continue on with what they love to do. This year 
is no exception. 
    In a normal season, our speech team will 
travel to high schools all across the state to 
compete in various Speech meets. Each student 
competes in their individual categories in various 
rounds throughout the school day. I  sat down 
with Speech Coach, Jennifer Brekke to learn 
about this year’s new changes.. 
    “This year, due to Covid-19, students all across 
Minnesota have faced new challenges. Our 
Speech season was no exception to this. In 
November, the Minnesota High School league 
announced the switch to a virtual platform. 
While virtual meets have pros and cons, the 
inability to interact with students from other 
schools. This year, due to Covid-19, students all 
across Minnesota have faced new challenges. 
Our Speech season was no exception to this. In 
November, the 

Minnesota High School league announced 
the switch to a virtual platform. While virtual 
meets have pros and cons, the inability to 
interact with students from other schools 
caused a significant decrease in 
participation for our team and across the 
state. 
The virtual meets have really run smoothly. 
In anticipation for the virtual platform, 
coaches put in lot of work over the summer 
to make this transition smooth. Because of 
the virtual platform our team was able to 
attend meets we normally wouldn't have 
and the students didn't have to get up as 
early since there was no long bus ride.  Our 
students continue to persevere when faced 
with challenges and while we definitely have 
missed in person speech meets, we were 
fortunate to still have a successful season 
this year. Good luck at the section meet on 
April 16th team!”
    It sounds like once again, our Mercs are 
adapting and overcoming all the obstacles 
this pandemic has thrown at us. Go Mercs!

    Last year brought a couple of 
retirements to our school. One of them 
including our very own Deb Swedberg. 
Since we need someone in the office, 
Serena Litwin has taken over as the 
“New Deb”. Serena is also a 
cheerleading coach. I talked to her 
about what it's like in the office and 
here is what she said.

What’s it like working in the office?

“It's a lot of fun, i really love it. It's nice 
being able to interact with the kids.”

What’s the most challenging thing 
about working in the office?

“Definitely keeping up with attendance 
and the phone can be a struggle.”

What’s the best thing about working 
in the office?

“I think the best thing has to be being 
able to get to know all the kids.”

What do you like to do in your free 
time?

“ I really like to read, go shopping and 
spend time with my family.”

Written By Kiana Hawkinson
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Senior Spotlight:
Trevor Gauthier

Favorite Class:How To Make Almost Anything 
with Mr. Sampson.

Extracurriculars:DECA and Work Release.

Future Plans:Hibbing Community College-
Electrical Program

Dream Job: Master Electrician

What will you miss most after High School?
“I will miss all my friends and the teachers that have made an impact 
on my life.”

By Gillian Farinella

Speaking to  Win

Inside Scoop with the  Distance Learners

New office  - Serena Litwin
High School Speech Team

Jennifer Brekke, 
Speech Coach Written by Gillian Farinella

Week 3

Serena Litwin,
High School Secretary

Want to hear more?
 Check the Merc Minute every Friday to hear updates on 

McGregor School Events, Activities, and more!

Written by Jaylynn Maijala

Juniors Clara Oliver and Kya Rogers

Rebecca Hagen,
 Softball Coach

Brooklyn Alt,
 Senior Pitcher


