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A Weekly Newsletter
for Grand Traverse Academy Fami

Dates to remember

Friday, April 9 — Books to the Bay Plunge into East Bay
(GTA superintendent and principals), 1:00 pm, State
Park Beach

Friday, April 30 — Virtual Father-Daughter Dance, 6:30-
8:30 pm (K-6 girls), Virtual via Zoom

Reading Month culminates with jump in

the bay

Mr. Coneset, Mrs. Floering, Mr. Smith and Mrs. Adams
are bracing
themselves for a
chilly dip in the
bay today, thanks
to our GTA
bookworms! The
paper book spines
our students hung on the wall after reading a book
spanned the length of our building and then some, from
the Elementary to the Secondary entrances — 559 feet,
to be exact. That’s about one and three-quarters
football fields in length and represents over 3,116 books
and 106,779 pages for Elementary students alone!
They'll take the plunge at 1:00 today at the Traverse
City State Park Beach. Congratulations, students, on a
successful Reading Month celebration!

We applaud our MAPSA Awards nominees
Though we’re disappointed they didn’t make it to the
finals in MAPSA’s Teacher and Administrator of the Year
Awards, Superintendent Jim Coneset and Middle
Elementary GEMS Teacher Maria Drost are still tops in
our book! Selected as semifinalists from a field of over
700 nominees and making it to the top 10 in the state in
their respective categories was an amazing
accomplishment. We’re so proud of them and thank
our parents for their show of support and confidence by
nominating Jim and Maria, as well as teachers Kim
Wilson, Emily Wenger, Dan O’Neill, Cathie
Mroczkowski, and Heather Craker for this annual
celebration of charter school personnel.
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Virtual Father-Daughter Dance planned
Our biannual Father-Daughter Dance has been a
- 3)" favorite tradition at GTA for
B many, many years, regularly
attracting over 300 guests!
Even though in-person
e events are off limits this
qu : year, we wanted to find a
oG unique way to hold this
popular, memorable
occasion. On Friday, April
30, GTA girls in grades K-6 are invited to attend a
“Virtual” Father-Daughter Dance from 6:30-8:30 pm.
Treat your special daughter, stepdaughter,
granddaughter, etc. to a night of music, dancing, a craft
and fun —right from the comfort of your own home. A
virtual event kit will include special table decorations,
materials for a customized photo frame, music, dance
lessons and dancing via Zoom, and a special treat!
Register here by Friday, April 23 to reserve your spot
on Zoom and receive your event kits:
http://bit.ly/GTA21FD. Because of the current
circumstances, your $15 ticket will cover a dad and all
of his daughters this year. Once you register, you’ll
receive a link to the event. Be sure to save the email, as
this is your only ticket to attend. Event kits will be
distributed to girls on Thursday, April 29. If you have
questions, please contact Maria Dean at
deanm@mygta.us.

NV

Standardized testing begins next week
Our testing window for PSAT, SAT, M-STEP and ACT

_ i WorkKeys begins next
e ‘ week. Please take note that
e on Tuesday, April 13,
students in grades 8-11 will
take the SAT & PSAT tests.
However, if we are
instructed to continue with virtual learning for
Secondary students next week, this testing will be
rescheduled for Tuesday, April 27. As always, plenty of
rest the night before, a healthy breakfast and staying
hydrated will help students perform their best.
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Report card schedule reminder

Just a reminder that Secondary school report cards will
be emailed to parents/guardians today, April 9 and
those for Elementary will follow on Friday, April 16. As
always, grades for Secondary students are available
through PowerSchool — there is no need to wait for a
report card to know the status of your child’s grades. If
you do not have PowerSchool login information or have
misplaced it, please call the Secondary Office at (231)
932-6038 and they will be happy to provide it.

Family survey gift cards coming next week!
Our recent family survey is complete and we were so
pleased at the number of respondents. As promised,
everyone who filled out a survey and provided contact
information will receive a S5 Espresso Bay gift card.
Because Secondary students were not in the building
this week, the cards will be sent home with students
next week. Watch for an email so that you know when
to look for them. Your participation was appreciated as
we strive to continue to meet our families’
expectations.

Student health screenings important

As the number of COVID-19 cases ticks upward in our
area, it continues to be very important to screen your
children daily for symptoms and follow the Grand
Traverse County Health Department’s protocols if
symptoms are noted. With your help, we can keep our
school population healthy and remain open through the
end of the school year. The screening protocol is
attached for your convenience. Thank you!

Choice Theory Parenting session offered
Another series of Choice Theory training sessions for
parents is scheduled to begin on Tuesday, April 13 and
will continue for seven weeks. The free virtual course
will take place on Zoom; register now at
http://bit.ly/CTParenting. Any questions may be
directed to Mrs. VanHouzen at vanhouzenm@mygta.us.
If you’re curious what Choice Theory is all about before
registering, check out our livestream interview on
Facebook, recorded and posted Wednesday, March 24.

College Decision Day coming soon!

National College Decision Day, when many high school
seniors will officially commit to a college, is Saturday,
May 1. We're celebrating all the postsecondary plans of
our graduating students on Friday, April 30. Seniors will

have the honor of wearing a shirt with the logo of the
college, technical school, trade school, university,
military branch or credential program they have chosen
to attend. Teachers and staff are invited to join them
by wearing a shirt recognizing their alma mater.

National Honor Society application

deadline moved

All eligible students (9" -12* grades) who have a
cumulative GPA of 3.25 or higher were invited to apply
to join GTA's National Honor Society in mid-March. All
portions of the application packet were to be
submitted to the NHS Advisor, Mrs. Sherman, no later
than Friday, April 9 in order to be considered for
induction this year. Due to the move to remote
learning this week, the application deadline has been
pushed to Friday, April 16. If remote learning continues
into next week, all applicants will need to submit
applications electronically no later than Friday, April 16
by emailing Mrs. Sherman at shermans@mygta.us.

High school course “test-out” information

posted

Michigan law allows high school students to test out of
any high school class they select, provided they
demonstrate the appropriate knowledge and skills.
Students who successfully test out of a course by
earning a C+ or better will receive credit toward
graduation for the course. Details,a Q & A and
important dates are posted on the GTA website under
Students>Counseling>Test-Out Information. Questions
may be directed to Mrs. Patrzik at patrziks@mygta.us.

Preschool accepting applications for fall
Mighty Mustangs Preschool is accepting enrollment
applications for the
2021-22 school year.
Our preschool offers

‘h:] a play-based and

MJSTOHQS developmentally
P [esc h O l appropriate program

for 3-, 4- and 5-year-
olds. Options include
2, 3 or 5 mornings or full days per week, and the days of
operation follow the GTA school calendar. If you have
preschool-aged children or know someone who does,
an application and more information can be found at
mygta.us/page/preschool. Contact Sharon Swartz,
director, at swartzs@mygta.us with questions.

Grand Traverse Academy
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Two travel opportunities for GTA students
Washington, DC and Gettysburg National Military
Park. Calling all current junior
high students (next year's 8th
and 9th graders) and their
parents! Are you an American
history or Civil War buff or
have an interest in art and
architecture? Here's your
chance to visit our nation's
capital, with a stop at Gettysburg National Military Park,
in the spring of 2022. A virtual informational meeting
will take place on Wednesday, April 14 to learn more!
RSVP to receive a link to the meeting here:
https://bit.ly/GTADC22.

UNKNOWN.

Peru. Mrs. Van Houzen and Mr. Aristeo are headed to
EEE i+ Peru over Spring Break 2023!
w'-ErgE SOt It's more important now than
ever to understand other
cultures and what connects
us, which is why they believe
so strongly in offering this
opportunity to current GTA
8th, 9th and 10th graders. There will be a virtual
information session on April 15 at 7:00 pm to share all
the details with parents. Pre-register here by April 14 to
receive a link to the info session: https://bit.ly/3dhFpCX

Fun fact

If you start counting from the number
' 1, your lips won’t
touch until you reach
1,000,000. Try it and
see for yourself!

Family Council seeking members

Grand Traverse Academy’s Family Council is a parent-
driven organization whose purpose is to provide an
opportunity for parents to connect with one another
and support our school. Functions include fundraising
for various projects and helping with special events
throughout the school year. Please see the attached
flyer for details and information on how to learn more
or join for the 2021-22 school year.

Golf clinics offered to Elementary students,
Girls and boys in grades 3-5 are invited to learn the
fundamentals of golf
with a former PGA
professional, GTA
parent Bruce
Anderson and
teacher Brad Terrill.
Instruction will take
place from 4:30-5:30
on May 6, 13, 20 & 27 at the Traverse City Golf Center
on Secor Road in Traverse City. The cost is $20 per
person for all four sessions and all necessary equipment
will be provided. A registration form is attached to this
newsletter; completed forms, along with payment,
should be returned by Friday, April 23. They may either
be scanned and emailed to Mrs. Alejandro at
alejandros@mygta.us or sent to school with your child
to give to their teacher. Don’t wait, as the clinics are
limited to the first 35 players to register. A few more
volunteers are needed! Don’t worry if you’re not an
expert —you just need patience and a fun attitude. If
you're interested, please call Bruce Anderson at (231)
313-1696.
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HELP WANTED!

Did you know the GTA Family Council is looking for a few good
parents, guardians and teachers to brainstorm and chat on how
we can start Fall of 2021 off with a BANG? No major time
commitments, just ideas! You can do as little or as much as
you'd like!

The FAMILY COUNCIL can do
WHAT?

SCHOOL EVENTS/FUNDRAISERS

Raise money, foster parent involvement and create long lasting
school memories.

TEACHER AND STAFF SUPPORT
Happy teachers and staff benefit the STUDENTS.

SCHOOL PROMOTION/RECRUITMENT

Make connections and grow our GTA family.

For more information, contact Danielle Mulholland at
coachdanielle.mulholland@noom.com
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Athlete Name: _____________________ Grade: 3™ 4% 5  Teacher: ___________________

Elementary Co-Ed Golf Registration Form

JRAND TRAVERGE ACATEN

Philosophy: Elementary sports are intended to provide a formative, competitive, and instructional framework for
athletics. All participants will learn the fundamentals of the sport and be given the opportunity to develop strong and
disciplined athletic minds and bodies.

Format: This sport will be structured as instructional skill sessions. Each session will focus on the development of a
different aspect of the game.

Eligible Grade Levels: All enrolled male and female GTA 3rd-5th grade students may participate.

Coaching Staff: Elementary teacher Brad Terrill & GTA Parent Bruce Anderson

Schedules/Times/Deadlines: Sessions will take place on Thursdays, May 6, 13, 20, 27 from 4:30 - 5:30.. Weather
adjustments will be made by 1:00 the day of the session. Parents will be notified via the remind text service. In the case of
inclement weather, sessions will be cancelled all together. Make sure to dress warmly on session dates.

Equipment Needed: All necessary equipment will be provided, no personal equipment is needed

Location: Sessions will take place at the Traverse City Golf Center, 6270 Secor Rd., Traverse City, Ml 49685

Registration Deadline: Friday, April 23, 2021

Athletic Fees: There is a $20 athletic fee.

Athlete Acknowledgement: | understand that it is important to have good sportsmanship & be a positive person in my
community. | also understand that being an athlete will give me the chance to be a role model for other people. | know
that competition builds character & will help shape me into who | will be after school. Integrity, reflection, & respect for
athletics are all pieces of good sportsmanship that | hope to achieve. | will commit to the sport season, respect the

coaches, athletes, equipment and have a positive attitude each and every time | represent my school. | will listen, work
hard, and have fun while learning my sport.

Athlete Signature: —_ —_ —— Parent Signature: _ —_ —_ —_Date: ___________

Remind Service/Emergency Contact: the primary method the Athletic Department uses to communicate with athletes
and families is via the Remind text service. Please put any numbers that you would like to receive season updates.

Parent Name: — Phone Number:

Parent Name: _ — Phone Number:




Medical Authorization & Release: | hereby hold Grand Traverse Academy, its employees and agents harmless for injuries sustained as a
result of participation in the sports program. | agree to and assume financial responsibility for medical treatment as a result of any such
injury. By signing, you hereby grant to the child’s team coach/administration the responsibility for the care of the child if a parent/guardian is
unavailable. This involves the required consent and authorizations for the delivery of medical care, diagnosis, and treatment if necessary, on
behalf of my minor child named above. In making any such decisions, the persons hereby authorized to make the decisions may rely on the
advice of available medical advisors, which may include physicians, nurses, EMT's, or other apparently qualified persons. In connection with
such decisions, | hereby release the school, and their representatives, from any liability for the results of such treatment and care. It is my
understanding that the school will use its best efforts to promptly contact one of us in the event medical treatment or care is considered
necessary or appropriate.

Concussion Awareness Educational Material Acknowledgement: | acknowledge, in accordance with Michigan’s Sports Concussion Laws
(Public Acts 342 and 343 of 2012) that | have received the Concussion Fact Sheet for Parent and/or the Concussion Fact sheet for Students (as
applicable) provided by the Grand Traverse Academy Athletic Department. | am aware of the signs of concussions and proper reporting
procedures. | understand that state law requires the immediate removal of a student athlete from physical participation if a concussion is
suspected. | further understand that state law requires that a student athlete suspected of a concussion not return to physical activity until
s/he receives written clearance from an appropriate health professional.

Photo Release: Grand Traverse Academy likes to celebrate the achievements of our students and staff. Throughout the sports season, the
Athletic Department may take photographs of athletes during practice and competition to celebrate their hard work. These photographs may
appear in various school materials and platforms and will be used in a celebratory nature. If you do not wish for your student’s photograph to
be released by GTA, please promptly submit a completed copy of the GTA opt-out form to the Main Office pursuant to the Family Educational
Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), 20 USC 1232g, 34 part 99, and Michigan’s Student Privacy Law, MCL 380.1136.

Inherent Risks & Dangers. | fully understand that there are risks inherent in athletic training, practices, competitions and events
(collectively, “athletic related activities) and ground transportation that include risks and dangers of serious bodily injury and property
damage, including but not limited to, permanent disability, paralysis and even death (“risks”). These risks may be caused by the Athlete’s own
actions or inactions, the actions or in actions of others participating in the athletic related activities, and/or by the conditions in which the
athletic related activities take place.

Assumption Of Risk. | freely and voluntarily assume any and all risks arising out of, or relating to, the athlete’s participation in the athletic
related activities. | understand that it is my responsibility to evaluate carefully the risks inherent in the athletic related activities and, in
signing this form, represent that | have taken such steps as | deem necessary and appropriate to obtain information and clarification on any
questions or concerns. | represent and warrant that there are no physical or other health related problems that would render the Athlete’s
participation in the athletic related activities dangerous or harmful to others or the athlete. | understand that GTA does not provide medical,
health, or other insurance for students participating in athletic related activities and that it is my responsibility to maintain such insurance
as | deem necessary or appropriate. Knowing the risks associated with the athletic related activities, and with sufficient knowledge of the
athlete’s physical condition and limitation(s), if any, | voluntarily assume all responsibility and risk of loss, damage, illness and/or injury to
the participating athlete or property in any way associated with the student's participation in the athletic related activities.

Release, Waiver, Covenant Not To Sue. In consideration of the student being allowed to participate in the athletic related activities, and to the
fullest extent permitted by law, | waive, release and forever discharge and agree not to sue, and to indemnify and hold harmless, Grand
Traverse Academy, its Board Of Directors, each director, its officers, administrators, employees, agents, contracted service providers,
volunteers, representatives, and assigns their successors, heirs or estates (“releases”) from and against any and all financial obligations,
liabilities, claims, demands and causes of action of any kind, on account of any loss, damage, illness or injury to person or property alleged to
be caused, in whole or in party, by the releases, in any way arising out of, or relating to, the student’s participation in the athletic related
activities, whether due to negligence or other action or inaction of the releases, excluding claims for intentional misconduct or gross
negligence. No part of this consent form shall be deemed or constructed as a relinquishment or waiver of the immunity from Tort Liability
provided in section 7 of ACT NO 170 of the Michigan Public Acts of 1964, as amended, being sections 691.1407 ET SEQ of the Michigan Compiled
Laws. If despite this release and waiver of liability, assumption of risk and indemnity, | or anyone acting on my behalf or on behalf of the
now-minor participating athlete, makes a claim against any of the releases, | will indemnify, save, and hold harmless each of the releases
from any litigation expenses, attorney fees, loss, liability, damages, or costs of any kind as my incur as a result of any such claim.

By printing and signing your name below, you agree as a parent to all athletic policies outlined here.

Parent #1: Signature: Date:

Parent #2: Signature: Date:




