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POWELL COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
REGULAR MEETING – February 8, 2021 – 6:30 p.m. 
 
 1. CALL TO ORDER:  

Board Chair Maureen Mannix called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 
 
2.  ROLL: 

Board Chair: Maureen Mannix (Zoom) 
Board Members: Darryl Barton (Zoom), Andy Dreesen (Zoom), Cindy Noland, and Mark 
Vetter (Zoom). 
Administration: Rick Duncan, Kerry Glisson, and Annette Meagher. 
 

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

The January 11, 2021 regular meeting minutes were approved by consent. 
  
5. VISITORS:  

Amanda Bohrer, Melissa Gallagher, Amber Gates, Jennifer Logan, Bill Lombardi, Ryan 
Noland, Dakota Norris, Kacie Perkins, Mike Webster, and Dave Williamson (all via 
ZOOM). 

 
6. CORRESPONDENCE:  

Rick Duncan read aloud the following letters: 
 
January 11, 2021 
 
Dear Karen Herrin, 
 
It is my pleasure to inform you that the Directors of the Montana Masonic Foundation 
have selected your application as one of the many that we are funding this year. Thank 
you for your submission. Your grant is funded in the amount of $2,683.25. 
 
You will be contacted by one of our Directors or Representatives: Sam Whitehead, who 
will work with you to schedule a time to present the check to your school. 
 
Please allow for an opportunity for photographs of some kind that are within your 
school/districts’ policies or do not have restrictions on permissions for us to publish in 
our magazine or social media, etc., so that we may continue to spread the word about our 
Public Schools Grant Program and encourage more participation. 
 
Sincerely, 
Daniel Gardiner, Secretary-Director 
Montana Masonic Foundation 
 
 



 2 

February 8, 2021 
 
Dear Mr. Duncan, 
 
Please accept this as my letter of resignation from Powell County High School. 
 
From the day I was hired at Powell County High School in the middle of the 2018-2019 
school year, I have had the privilege of working with the students, faculty, and staff in 
this community. I am grateful for my experiences in the classroom with bright, energetic, 
young adults; I hope I have made a positive impact on their lives. Please share my 
sincerest gratitude to the entire community of Powell County High School for their 
support. 
 
Sincerely, 
Michael Webster 
 
 

7.  STUDENT COUNCIL REPORT: 
None. 

 
8.  ATHLETIC DIRECTOR’S REPORT: 

Dakota Norris was present to discuss winter athletics; he stated that the basketball teams 
have each played 8 games and have 4 upcoming. Mr. Norris said he thought that was 
great, given that both teams had quarantined for 2 weeks during the season. Mr. Norris 
stated that wrestling is down to 2 wrestlers that will be heading to the divisional 
tournament in Cutbank. Mr. Norris also said the PCHS is hosting the Western Class C 
Basketball Tournament February 24th -27th. 

 
9.  NEW BUSINESS: 

 
Board Policy 1512: Conflict of Interest 
Rick Duncan deferred to Trustee Mark Vetter who was concerned about BP1512. Mr. 
Vetter stated that it was important at this point in the principal search, as Ryon Noland, a 
candidate for principal and his wife Trustee Cindy Noland are considered “affinity in the 
first degree.” Mr. Vetter continued that he has had a lot of training in ethics, and said that 
he can’t move forward in the hiring process; either withdraw Ryon Noland’s application, 
or Cindy Noland resign from the Board prior to advancement in the principal search. Mr. 
Vetter stated that BP1512 specifically states that “1) All trustees, except the trustee 
related to the person to be employed or appointed, vote to employ the related person”; 
Mr. Vetter said he would never agree to that. 
 
Discussion included questions and comments regarding the conflict of interest. Andy 
Dreesen asked a clarifying question that if a board member were to remove themselves 
from the board due their spouse applying for a position, would he still see a conflict of 
interest based on prior board experience and knowledge? To which Mr. Vetter said, 
“No.” Board Chair Maureen Mannix stated that Mr. Vetter indicated the conflict of 
interest is primary and then asked Rick Duncan for the top 4 (instead of the top 3) 
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principal candidates, which in alphabetical order are: Katie Crofutt, Lee Langlinais, Ryon 
Noland, and Dakota Norris. Initially Mrs. Noland had no comment, and Board Chair 
Mannix stated that she would like to provide Mrs. Noland some processing time; she also 
stated that the Board wants the highest quality candidate and that we can’t do this tonight. 
Mrs. Noland stated the she has had no problem abstaining from the process, and that she 
agrees on finding the best candidate. Amanda Bohrer, as a member of the public, asked a 
clarifying question if Mr. Vetter would still adhere to the “no” vote if Mrs. Noland were 
not on the Board? Mr. Vetter responded “No.” Trustee Vetter and Trustee Noland 
exchanged comments regarding letters of recommendation for Mr. Noland that were sent 
directly to board members; Mrs. Noland indicated she felt attacked and accused. Board 
Chair Mannix intervened by calling for a motion. 
 
Action: Darryl Barton moved that the top 4 principal candidates be interviewed, seconded 
by Andy Dreesen. 
Discussion: None. 
Public Comment: None. 
FOR: Darryl Barton, Andy Dreesen, and Maureen Mannix. 
AGAINST: Mark Vetter 
ABSTAIN: Cindy Noland 
The motion passed. 
 
Mr. Duncan stated that interviews should begin the week of February 22nd and that the 
Teachers’ Association would also like to have a Zoom meeting with each candidate after 
their interviews. 
 
Election Resolution 
Rick Duncan read aloud the following Election Resolution: 
  

 TRUSTEE RESOLUTION CALLING FOR AN ELECTION 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Trustees of Powell County High School District, of Powell 
County, Montana, will hold the Annual Regular School Election on Tuesday, May 4, 
2021, which date is not less than seventy (70) days after passage of this resolution, for 
the purpose of electing three (3) trustees for three-year terms; two (2) three-year terms 
in the Deer Lodge High School District, one (1) three-year term in the Gold 
Creek/Garrison District, and one (1) trustee for a one-year term in the Avon/Elliston 
High School District. The election will be conducted by mail ballot, and all judges, if 
available, will be the same as the last mail ballot election. Polls will open at 12:00 noon 
and close at 8:00 p.m. for ballots to be dropped off in person. Be it further resolved that 
the Trustees of Powell County High School District declare the trustee election by 
acclamation contingent upon the number of candidates not exceeding the number of 
available positions. 
Approval of additional levies to operate and maintain Powell County High School 
District for the 2021-2022 school year may also be requested. 
 



 4 

Action: Andy Dreesen moved to approve the Election Resolution, seconded by Mark 
Vetter. 
The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Student Request for Correspondence Credit 
Kerry Glisson recommended 2 students be allowed to enroll with Keystone for recovery 
credits. 
Action: Cindy Noland moved to approve correspondence credit for 2 students as 
recommended by Mrs. Glisson, seconded by Darryl Barton. 
The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Teacher Request for Withdrawal from Individual Contract 
Rick Duncan recommended that Michael Webster be allowed to end his teaching contract 
midyear. Mr. Webster has commuted from Missoula the past 2 years and now has an 
opportunity to teach in Missoula. 
Action: Darryl Barton moved to accept the request from Michael Webster to withdraw 
from his contract effective today, February 8th, seconded by Andy Dreesen. 
Discussion included very positive comments about Mr. Webster, and that PCHS will miss 
him. Mr. Webster stated that he regrets having to leave his students mid-year, and that it 
is difficult, but it is best for his family; he thanked everyone and said that it is hard to say 
goodbye. 

 
10. PRINCIPAL’S REPORT: 

Kerry Glisson reported that February 1, 2021 enrollment was 148 students (a decrease of 
5 from last month). Attendance consists of the following: 47 freshman, 42 sophomores, 
32 juniors, and 27 seniors. Included in the count are 0 Job Corp students, and 0 Youth 
Challenge students. Mrs. Glisson stated the Music Festival will be virtual this year, and 
discussed upcoming ASVAB and ACT testing. 
 

11. SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT: 
Rick Duncan gave a Covid-19 update, and a legislative update.  
 

12. BUSINESS MANAGER: 
 
Revenues 
Annette Galahan provided the Board with a Statement of Revenue/Expenditure Budget 
vs. Actuals, July through December 2020.  
 
Claims 
Action: Mark Vetter moved to approve the February bills as presented by Annette 
Galahan, seconded by Andy Dreesen. 
The motion passed unanimously. 
 

13. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS: 
• Principal hire. 
• Counselor hire. 
• Preliminary Budget 2021-22. 



 5 

• Audit review. 
 

14. PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Amanda Bohrer stated that she would like to provide literature on the “Connect Referral” 
system and perhaps present next month. 
 

 
 The meeting was adjourned at 7:51 p.m.  
 The next regular meeting will be Monday, March 8, 2021 at 6:30 p.m. 
 
 
________________________________   ______________________________ 
s/Annette Galahan, District Business Manager/Clerk   s/Maureen McMahon Mannix, Chairperson 


