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Dear Families,

I hope you enjoy reading about the positive happenings in our Spring 
2021 district newsletter. Without question, this has been a challenging 
year. We feel fortunate that we have been able to increase in-person 
instructional opportunities at all grade levels over the course of the year.
Simultaneously, we offered a comprehensive virtual learning academy for 
fully remote students. Our consulting physician and nursing staffs’  
guidance and support were invaluable as we balanced the health and 
safety requirements with students’ academic, social, and emotional  
development. Thank you to our entire staff for their flexibility and profes-
sionalism as we adapted to new circumstances.

The availability of vaccinations coupled with the ability to be outside is 
a reason to be optimistic. However, we need to remain vigilant with our 
COVID-19 protocols. Adhering to safety measures, including mask- 
wearing, social distancing, and frequent handwashing, will allow us to 
limit disruptions to in-person instruction for the remainder of the school 
year. The district has begun planning for summer programming and 
the next school year. While we do not know what the health and safety 
requirements will be, we are developing contingency plans for multiple 
scenarios.

I also want to take this opportunity to recognize staff who will be retiring 
after this school year. We appreciate their commitment to our student’s 
education and to our community.

• Greg Emerson, Grade 4, Woolwich

• Louine Gagnon, Music, Dike-Newell/Phippsburg

• Jody Huntwood, Special Education, Bath Middle School 

• Judi Mansfield, Gifted/Talented, Woolwich

• Joan Newkirk, Grade 3, Fisher-Mitchell 

• Kitty O’Neill, Speech Pathologist, District

• Paula Price, Occupational Therapist, District 

• Steve Richard, Industrial Arts, Bath Middle School 

• Lynn Spivey, Grade 2, Dike-Newell
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• Vicki Warner, Special Education Secretary,  
Central Office

Thank you for your continued support of our 
schools, and let’s hope for a warm and sunny 
spring.

Sincerely,

Patrick Manuel 
Superintendent of Schools

Sagadahoc County’s Working 
Communities Challenge Application 
Selected for Design Phase

Sagadahoc County was recently named one of 
eight applicants to proceed to the design phase 
of the Federal Reserve Bank of Boston’s Work-
ing Communities Challenge (WCC), a community 
development initiative which aims to mobilize Maine 
residents to tackle tough statewide challenges. 

Jamie Dorr, founder of the Midcoast Community 
Alliance and Midcoast Youth Center, and Katie 
Joseph, Assistant Superintendent of RSU1, co-
wrote the Sagadahoc County application. Their 
project envisions a web of educational, mentoring, 
training, and employment programs that build social 
and professional connections in youth and combat 
drug addiction, depression, and suicide.

“I feel like this is an opportunity to make changes 

that have always seemed so far out of reach,” said 
Dorr. “It can be so frustrating to navigate communi-
ty services when you need support. If we can make 
a thriving system that brings all of these services 
together and engages children while they are still 
in school, it will make a profound impact on our 
youths’ future.”

For acceptance into the design phase, the project 
will receive a $25,000 grant which will allow Dorr, 
Joseph, and the project’s many community partners 
six months to learn more about the WCC model, 
build out their own internal structures, and define 
their strategies. After that, five applications will be 
chosen to receive three-year, $375,000 grants to 
implement their plans. 

According to their application, Sagadahoc Coun-
ty’s measurable, long-term goal is to decrease the 
rate of hopelessness among low-income youth and 
young adults by 15% in 10 years. This is based on 
data from the 2019 Maine Integrated Youth Heath 
Survey, which reported that 34% of youth felt sad or 
hopeless. 

“We are specifically targeting 18-to-24-year-olds 
residing in Sagadahoc County,” said Joseph. 
“These are youth who currently have rates of 
depression, anxiety, suicide ideation, and hopeless-
ness that are well about the State average. I am 
so thrilled at the possibility and potential this grant 
allows for our RSU 1 community and Sagadahoc 
county to truly make a difference. I’m excited to 
take the next steps.” 

Core Partners for Sagadahoc County’s WCC application 

include: Midcoast Community Alliance, Midcoast Youth 

Center, Midcoast Maine Community Action Program, Mid Coast 

Hospital, RSU1 (including Jobs for Maine’s Graduates and 

Bath Tech), Mid Coast Hospital Center for Community Health 

& Wellness, United Way of Mid Coast Maine, City of Bath, Bill 

Haggett (former CEO of Bath Iron Works and Pineland Farms), 

and Morse High School.
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Photos of the First Day at the New Morse High School and Bath Tech Building!

826
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News From

cost; $7.2 million was paid locally through borrow-
ing, with $700,000 earmarked from fundraising.

Varney said he’s eager to host varsity basketball 
games in the school’s new gym, something Morse 
High School wasn’t able to do in their old gym, 
fondly dubbed the “Pit,” due to a lack of space and 
seating. The gym floor of the Pit was surrounded by 
walls with little room on the sidelines. Seating in the 
gym was on balcony that looked over the gym floor.

Students and staff said they’ll miss certain things 
about the old building and they hope the school 
spirit embedded in the old school will still be found 
in their new building.

“I enjoyed the spirit week and I hope we can bring 
that to this school with the same spirit,” said Lucas 
Martin, a Morse High School junior. “The pep rallies 
in the Pit are going to be missed.”

“My grandfather went to the old school and there 
are so many generations that have gone there,” 
said Elliot Harkins, a Morse High School junior. “It 
holds a lot of history.”

“In my favorite teacher’s room there was a pole that 
we wrote all our names on and I was looking at it 
on one of the last days we were there and thought 

Bath High School Students Start Classes 
at a Brand New Morse High School
Article by Kathleen O’Brien, Times Record
View the full article online by Clicking Here.

The first day of school on a Thursday in February 
amid a pandemic is unusual at best, but at the new 
Morse High School in Bath, it was cause for cele-
bration.

Half of the study body streamed through the front 
doors on Wing Farm Parkway, gathering in the  
sunlit atrium to get their class schedules and  
directions to their homerooms. Students wandered 
past empty display cases and bare walls, still  
smelling faintly of wet paint, eager to settle into 
their new home.

“It’s wild, this is so cool,” Soren Langore, a Morse 
High School junior, said when he walked through 
the front doors. “It looks like Bowdoin.”

“This is absolutely what you see in movies,” said 
Lily Cooper, a junior in the early childhood edu-
cation program at the Bath Regional Career and 
Technical Center, also housed in the new building. 
“It’s beautiful.”

Morse High School Principal Eric Varney said he’s 
thrilled to be able to offer all students an updat-
ed facility with new technology. He pointed to the 
Promethean Boards, large interactive screens that 
replace projectors, mounted in every classroom.

“I’m thankful for both the taxpayers and donors that 
made this more than what we could’ve done based 
on a regular state project,” he said.

The state-funded $67.4 million of the $75.3 million 

The Morse Alumni Association greets students in front of the new school

https://www.pressherald.com/2021/02/25/bath-high-school-students-start-classes-at-a-brand-new-morse-high-school/
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‘Wow, we’re transferring our entire high school ca-
reer into a new building,’” said Marissa Williams, a 
Morse High School senior. “This is going to be a big 
change, but a good change.”

Holly Bisson Lowe, president of the Morse Alumni 
Association, admitted was didn’t want a new school 
when the idea was first floated years ago because 
she didn’t want to let go of the original school. How-
ever, she said she recognizes today’s Morse High 
School students deserve the best facilities possible.

“I know this is the right thing to do, it’s just the hard 
thing to do,” said Lowe.

She said the alumni association wants to have 
more of a presence in the new building to ensure 
students remember that, although they’re in a new 
building, they’re part of a legacy spanning over a 
century.

“We’re a very traditional school and I think our 
biggest challenge will be figuring out how to make 
those traditions continue,” said Varney, a Morse 
High School alumnus. “It was time to move on, but 
that building will be missed.”

Varney reminded students of that history in his 
morning announcements: “The original Morse High 
School was built in 1904 on High Street. It was 
the finest school building in the state of Maine. 
Nearly a century later, I would argue that we once 
again have the finest school building in the state of 
Maine. I find myself wondering what the first stu-
dents of our previous high school were thinking on 
their first day. If only they could see this building.”

Three students, Isaac Ensel, Isabel Strelneck and 
Thomas Ferolano, are making a documentary 
about the move to the new school. They’ve spent 
afterschool hours interviewing students, staff, and 
alumni about Morse for their documentary.

Strelneck said the documentary will focus on three 
themes: How Morse High School and the Morse 
community has changed over time, what sets 
Morse apart from other schools, and how traditions 
will be carried forward into the new school. A trailer 
for the documentary is available on their YouTube 
page, KillerFerns Productions.

The original Morse High School was built in 1904 
and named for businessman Charles Morse. It 
burned down in 1928 and the existing school was 
rebuilt on the same site in 1929. Additional class-
rooms and wings were later added during World 
War II, and again in 1969 and 1996.

The original school building will be handed over 
to the city this spring and later be redeveloped, 
though city officials aren’t entirely certain what 
the school will become. Marc Meyers, assistant 
Bath city manager, told The Times Record earlier 
this month that the old high school will most likely 
become “a mixed use of residential and commercial 
spaces along with a fire station,” though no final 
decisions have been made.

The KillerFerns Productions team filming the students arriving at the new 
school.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCT-j8K3CjpscOE4Lxbeh7zw
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Seven Morse Seniors Eligible for Maine 
State Seal of Biliteracy 

Morse High School (MHS) is proud to announce 
that seven graduating seniors have qualified to 
receive the Maine State Seal of Biliteracy, an award 
that recognizes student achievement in language 
learning. To qualify, students had to score well on 
their SATs to prove proficiency in English and take 
a 4.5-hour test from the American Council of Teach-
ers of Foreign Languages to prove proficiency in 
their second language. 

“All of the students who took the test did very well, 
and we’re so proud of them,” said French teacher 
Becky Deschaine. “They all faced challenges  
because of COVID-19, but they stuck with it,  
practiced, and persevered.” 

Spanish teacher Jennifer Williams explained that, 
this year, because of distance learning, students 
received half as much class time and practice as 
usual. Despite that, this will be the largest number 
of qualifying seniors to receive the Seal since the 
Maine Department of Education began the Maine 
Seal of Biliteracy program in 2019. Fifteen students 
have earned the Seal at MHS over the last three 
years, and four were able to earn college credit for 
their achievement within the University of Maine 
System. 

In addition to French and Spanish, Morse gradu-
ates have earned the Seal in Serbian and German.

At its core, the Seal of Biliteracy serves to encour-
age students to pursue biliteracy, recognize the 
positive cognitive and academic benefits of being 
bilingual, and can serve as evidence of academic 
and workplace readiness.

“I think that the Seal helps legitimize foreign  
language classes,” said Williams. “It shows that  

L-R: Tanner Hennin, Eleanor Carrolton, Katelyn Anderson, Evan Willertz, 
Acadia Morse, Lily Powers, Keith (Allison) Siliezar

foreign language can be a door to a job, or a  
college, besides being enriching on its own.” 

The 2021 qualifying seniors are:

Spanish:
• Tanner Hennin

• Eleanor Carrolton

• Acadia Morse

• Katelyn Anderson

• Allison Siliezar

• Evan Willertz

French:
• Nina Powers

In addition, by passing the French and Spanish 
examinations, the following members of the classes 
of 2022-2024 are on track to receive the Seal when 
they reach senior year:

Spanish:
• Isabel Strelneck (Jr)

• Liani Rodriguez (So)

French:  
• Orlane Bognini (Jr)

• Liam Drewniak (Fr)
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News From

Bath Tech Returns to In-Person Learning

Bath Tech has joined the list of RSU1 schools 
which have returned to full time in-person learning. 
Their new facility co-located with the new Morse 
High School features state-of-the-art equipment 
and classrooms for students to explore. Director Ju-
lie Kenny shared that students and staff alike have 
been eager for the transition. 

“Remote learning serves a purpose, but it has it’s 
limits,” said Kenny. “Career and Technical Educa-
tion standards are very difficult, and sometimes 
impossible, to teach without the hands-on compo-
nent. The industry standards are written with the 
expectation that students demonstrate by doing the 
task, and most of these tasks cannot be done re-
motely at home as they require specific equipment 
and supplies.”

Kenny said that one of the school’s priorities is to 
help students obtain industry certifications and are 
in the process of identifying areas of training that 
need to be met for students to earn certifications 
before the end of the year. 

 “We have worked hard to integrate live work into 
our programs this year. We are fortunate that our 
Certified Nursing Assistant student have still been 
able to get clinical hours, our Carpentry program 
is building a house, our Early Childhood Education 
preschool program is running two days/week and 
our Electrical program has managed to work in our 
community. We look forward to making the most of 
these next few months.”

Bath Tech’s Free Summer Bridge 
Program is Accepting Applications

Automotive, baking, welding, carpentry, engi-
neering, graphic design, and electricity. What 
do all of these have in common? They are pro-
grams available through Bath Tech’s Summer 
Bridge Program! This free career and technical 
education (CTE) experience will take place at 
Bath Tech’s state of the art facility co-located 
at the new Morse High School from June 21 to 
June 25.  

The Summer Bridge Program targets students 
entering 9th or 10th grade, but incoming 11th 
and 12th graders will be considered based 
upon available space. Students will be asked to 
choose their top programs and will have the op-
portunity to spend a day in five out of the seven 
available options.

“This is a hands-on, fun, summer camp-type 
program,” said Applied Academics Instructor 
Katie Clark. “It’s a great opportunity for kids 
to meet students from other schools, make 
friends, get familiar with the high school, and 
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get to know our teachers.”

For COVID safety, students will be divided to 
cohorts and asked to mask and socially dis-
tance. Clark hopes that the program will bring 
awareness to the viability of trade professions, 
and that, next year, the program can be ap-
plied toward high school elective credits. 

“A lot of students feel like they have to go to 
college after high school. If they don’t know 
what they want to do, going to college and 
racking up serious debt may not be the right 
choice. There is increasing demand for trade 
jobs, and we have a fantastic facility here to 
prepare students for different jobs right out 
of high school,” Clark said. “This is a great 
opportunity to find out if Bath Tech is a good fit 
for your child.”

Applications are available online at 
bathtech.rsu1.org and will be accepted on a 
first come first served basis until May 3, 2021.

Contact Katie Clark for more information at 
kclark@rsu1.org or (207) 443-8257.

Bath Tech Introduces Cosmetology 
Program in Fall of 2021

Bath Tech has opened enrollment for Cosmetology, 
a new program which will be available to juniors 
and seniors in the fall semester. Courses will take 
place in the new Bath Tech building with access to 
every tool needed to prepare students to pursue 
their Maine State Cosmetology License. 

“We are so excited to be opening this program and 
expanding our training opportunities for students,” 
said Bath Tech Director Julie Kenny. “Until only a 
few years ago, Cosmetology was only offered in 
Maine as a post-secondary program. Bath Tech 
will be the third high school program to open in 
the state and it is really coming at the perfect time. 
Cosmetology is an industry with tremendous oppor-
tunities right now.”

The program will focus on the basics of hair, nails, 
and skin care, but, with continued training, students 
can focus on a variety of skills in the beauty indus-
try. Local cosmetologist Lisa Thomas, owner of 
Bath Hair, said the program is not just nice to have; 
it’s needed.

“There has been a huge shortage of stylists. The 
nearest cosmetology schools around here are in 
Augusta and Portland, and it can be hard to attract 

https://bathtech.rsu1.org/o/bath-regional-career-and-technical-center/article/408023
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people to a small city like Bath,” she said. “It’s just 
wonderful that this program is opening locally.”

Sanford Regional Technical School (SRTC) opened 
its cosmetology program in 2018. Of the 21 pro-
grams the school offers, Director Kathy Sargent 
said that Cosmetology was immediately one of their 
top five most popular programs. 

“Just having this program as an option for Maine 
high school students is a huge accomplishment for 
Career and Technical Education (CTE) in Maine,” 
she said. “My belief is that many of our cosmetolo-
gy students would not have applied to other SRTC 
programs, since about a third of last year’s appli-
cants did not select a second-choice program. By 
offering cosmetology, we engage a new group of 
students in CTE experiences.”

Since Bath Tech has not yet selected an instructor 
for their program, SRTC Cosmetology Program 
instructor Brittany Eaton offered her perspective on 
the merits of the program. 

“There are a lot of professional and occupation-
al regulations set forth by the Maine State Board 
of Cosmetology, Barbering, and Esthetics, but I 
feel this really shows the students how serious 
this profession is,” she said. “I feel that the stigma 
surrounding our industry is still very prevalent, so 
being able to really shed light on this field gives me 
great joy. There’s so much to learn and the industry 
keeps evolving as the years go by.” 

Bath’s program and curriculum are aligned with 
Maine State Cosmetology Licensing, allowing 
students the opportunity to begin their post-second-
ary studies with a portion of their program already 
completed and clock hours towards the 1,500 hours 
required to sit for the state cosmetology licensing 
exam. Interested students can learn more and ap-
ply to the program online at: https://bathtech.rsu1.
org/o/bath-regional-career-and-technical-center/
page/cosm 

End of Year Senior Responsibilities

As many of you know, Bath Tech traditionally 
holds an end of the year ceremony to honor our 
completing students and present awards and 
scholarships. We will be using the state guide-
lines and recommendations to plan this event 
for late May and will update you as soon as we 
know more and are able to solidify our plan. 
Thank you for your patience with this. In the 
meantime, here are a few things your seniors 
need do...

SENIOR PHOTOS: Please email your senior 
photo to Mrs. McCue (cmccue@rsu1.org) for 
end of year senior recognition slideshow.

SENIOR INTERVIEW: If you are senior, please 
schedule your interview with Ms. Clark. This 
will help guide you and help with the transition 
beyond Bath Tech. Please CLICK HERE to 
schedule your interview.

CAREER AND COLLEGE READINESS: 
Please remember to check your Brightspace 
Career and College Readiness for updates. If 
you have any questions, please reach out to 
Ms. Clark.

SCHOLARSHIPS: Mr. Dorr has created a list 
of possible scholarships for you to check out! 
CLICK HERE to view this list! If you have any 
questions, please see Mr. Dorr in our front 
office.

Here is the link to the Toolship Application. 
Check it out!

https://bathtech.rsu1.org/o/bath-regional-career-and-technical-center/page/cosm 
https://bathtech.rsu1.org/o/bath-regional-career-and-technical-center/page/cosm 
https://bathtech.rsu1.org/o/bath-regional-career-and-technical-center/page/cosm 
https://calendly.com/kclark-20/15min?month=2021-03
https://www.smore.com/app/reporting/out/4n0fc?u=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fdocument%2Fd%2F1xaxuqTYGJGJIYRmG0JkGAv-A5kOl0u8bs59qzeibVaI%2Fedit%3Fusp%3Dsharing&t=Click%20here%20to%20view%20this%20list!&w=w-3769665770&i=&l=l-8852891060
https://www.smore.com/app/reporting/out/4n0fc?u=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fdocument%2Fd%2F1fEKrOy-QZiQddKrvd1t_KeWdKUuti_qQ0A6QvM_gv58%2Fedit%3Fusp%3Dsharing&t=Toolship%20Application&w=w-3769665770&i=&l=l-6768696183
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News From

Bath Middle School 8th Graders Present 
Passion Projects 

Eighth graders at Bath Middle School (BMS) are 
preparing for high school with “Journey to Suc-
cess,” a cross-disciplinary learning initiative (called 
an “expedition”) with a presentation component. 
Students were recently asked to identify something 
they are passionate about and present the topic in 
front of their classmates.

“Middle school is the transition between ‘everything 
is possible’ and narrowing your field,” said science 
teacher Monica Wright, describing the importance 
of helping students identify their passions so that 
they can pursue them in high school and beyond. 
“Before winter break, we helped students make 
their own ‘interest bracket.’ On one side they put 
things that they think about often; things that jazz 
them up. On the other side they put things that 
make them mad. Going through the bracket helped 
them articulate things they are passionate about.”

Projects spanned a broad range of topics, and 
every eight-grade teacher played a role in each 
student’s success: social studies teacher Tiffany Al-
exander helped them perform interviews with local 
experts, tech ed teacher Steve Richard supported 
hands-on building projects (like setting up wave 
tanks, house models, and engineering cars), art 
teacher Jackie Johnson helped them create their 
displays, and ed techs, like Roman Quinn, offered 
ongoing support.

Presentations took place on February 25 and 26 in 
the BMS cafeteria – it was the first time that some 
students had spent class time together since the 
pandemic started. Topics included everything from 
suicide prevention to traditional chip boat design to 

Tirzah Berglund’s scale model house presentation 

Shealyn Brochu shows a video where she dissected a pig heart to show the 
innerworkings of the organ.

Sawyer Wright demonstrates his model airplane before his presentation on 
the aerodynamics of flight.
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the aerodynamics of flight. Shealyn Brochu filmed 
herself dissecting a pig’s heart and demonstrated 
the inner workings of the organ in her presenta-
tion, “How can the heart be cured?” Gaffney Mc-
Donough, who had been helping his father with 
the restoration of a Ford Model A, documented his 
repair of the car’s signature “ahooga” horn. Belle 
Watson wrote and recorded a heartfelt song about 
discrimination.  

Despite the breadth of topics, there was one com-
mon thread: the students’ enthusiasm and pride in 
their work. 

“Every student put themselves out there,” said 
Wright. “There were so many moments where they 
had to let themselves be vulnerable. In the end, 
their perception about the project went from, ‘This 
is something I have to do,’ to ‘This is something I’m 
really passionate about doing.’ Every kid did that, 
and that’s what’s so important to me.”

Wright said the passion projects could not have 
been done without the one-on-one support of ed 
tech Roman Quinn, who joined BMS this year. 
Quinn discovered a 3D printer in the school’s library 
and taught himself how to use it so he could help 
students create unique props for their presenta-
tions. For example, when student Brady Wallace 
wanted to make a presentation on turbochargers 
vs. superchargers, Quinn helped him locate a 
design and print a model turbocharger to show his 
class. Quinn even lent his own car to the passion 
process when student Jackson Murray wanted to 
learn how to change a tire. 

“I filmed Jackson changing the tire at BMS,” Quinn 
said. “It turns out that he was born to be in front 
of the camera – he was so personable. So deter-
mined. The whole experience was awesome.” 

Quinn, who worked in finance before switching ca-

reers, said projects like this make him wish he had 
become a teacher “right out of the gate.” 

“I know what it’s like to watch the clock at work. 
Now, every day I leave work, I’m still energized. I 
have just as much fun as the kids, if not more,” he 
said.

The final step in the eight grade’s “Journey to 
Success” expedition will come at the end of the 
year when students present evidence to a panel of 
judges that they are ready to start high school; a 
process guided by English language arts teacher 
Adelle Carter. But these have students already ac-
complished something that they can carry forever: 
finding and sharing their passion.  

Reid House
• Gracious Emery

• Kaelyn Hickey

• Caleigh Williams

Popham House
• Hunter Hawkes

• Bronwyn Perkins

• Rose Strelneck

Katahdin House
• Christian Hallowell

• Georgia Sarbanis

• Jovey Wallace

Acadia House
• Lydia Brown

• Gage Suitter

• Riley Walters

Seguin House
• Yasmeen Douar

• Waylon Rhorer

• Sawyer Wright

First Semester AAA Recipients

Congratulations to our AAA Award Winners for 
the first semester of 2020-2021!  We are very 
proud of these students, and hope you are 
as well. Click Here to watch Principal Ward’s 
speech.

https://www.wevideo.com/view/2034506300
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News From

RSU1 Teachers Pilot Promethean Boards

How did teachers share material with your class 
when you were in school? On a blackboard? Dry 
erase board? Maybe you had an ELMO overhead 
projector and transparency sheets. Well, teachers 
in RSU1 have access to a new tool that’s fit for the 
Information Age: the Promethean Board.

Promethean Boards are interactive display panels 
designed for educators and professionals. They 
look like a large screen TV and function like a 
smartphone, complete with downloadable apps and 
touchscreen technology. 

“The district was looking for a product that was in-
teractive, had high resolution, was large enough to 
see easily from anywhere in the classroom, offered 
good sound, and worked independently of teachers’ 
laptops,” said RSU1 Technology Director Dean Em-
merson. “The Promethean ticked all the boxes.”

After installing the boards in classrooms at the new 
Morse High School and Bath Tech building, the 
district is now piloting the Prometheans in a few 
classrooms at each school to learn how they can 
be used at different grade levels. 

Woolwich Central School received five boards and 
began training teachers in early March. First grade 
teacher Mary Ellen Morin said boards were an 
instant success with her students. 

“I anticipate using this board to keep kids excited 
and focused during lessons. With this generation’s 
obsessive focus on anything with a screen, this 
Promethean Board is such a catch for them,” she 
said. “It is basically a giant iPad and they chomp at 
the bit to be able to use it.”

First grade student Felix Meyers uses his class’s new Promethean Board to 
practice his spelling.

First grade student Willa Luchies.

Students interact with the board using a stylus 
which is cleaned between every use. In Sarah 
Sample’s kindergarten class, students recently 
used the board to practice their spelling before a 
quiz. Sample was able to move quickly between 
workbook pages to make the most of class time.  

“After 32 years in education I have found that I’ve 
overcome a lot of phobias and unease about all 
of the technology we (as teachers and humans) 
have had to embrace,” said Sample. “The same 
way building social skills, love of the outdoors, 
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and the Pledge of Allegiance are held dear in my 
classroom, so are interacting, solving problems, 
and showing their learning through many avenues, 
including technology.”

Besides the boards at the high school and WCS, 
there are five boards at Bath Middle School, four at 
Dike-Newell School and Fisher Mitchell School, and 
three at Phippsburg Elementary School. Both Morin 
and Sample are looking forward to further explora-
tion of Promethean’s capabilities.  

“Everything about my Promethean Board excites 
me!” Sample said. “It has opened up a whole new 
world of presentation and interaction opportunities. 
It is my job to introduce helpful tools like this which 
will allow my students to continue to flourish into 
learners who are brave enough to try new things 
and persevere when things get difficult.”

Rolling into Spring

Thanks to COVID-19 funding, WCS was able to 
purchase some new wheels! Physical education 
teacher Shane Hutchings bought 23 scooters (and 
25 helmets!) for his students. What a great activity 
for the first days of spring! 

Spring Sports

RSU1 is delighted to announce the return 
to competition in Spring sports at the Middle 
School level. Woolwich Central Middle School 
students have the opportunity to practice and 
compete on a combined team with Bath 
Middle School. 

Official sign-ups will occur in early April, and the 
Boys’ Lacrosse Coach will be hosting several 
“Explore Lacrosse” sessions on Wednesdays 
prior to the season. These will occur at Wool-
wich after school from 3:15-4:15pm on March 
24, April 1, and April 7. There will also be other 
sessions at Bath Middle School, dates and 
times are TBD. Lacrosse practices are set to 
begin on Monday, April 12th. 

This is a great opportunity for athletes new to 
the sport to try it out before making a commit-
ment, and for returning players to get back into 
the sport after a year off. For questions about 
the season, parents or students can reach out 
to Coach Wright directly at patrick.alan.wright@
gmail.com. 

Spring Sports Forms can be found on the WCS  
Athletics page, or using the link below:

CLICK HERE to access middle school sports 
forms

http://www.woolwich.rsu1.org/o/woolwich-central-school/page/athletics
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News From

Bath Elementary PTA Book Fair Goes 
Virtual

COVID-19 won’t stop the Bath Elementary PTA’s 
Literacy Committee from instilling a love of reading 
in young students. Their annual book fair, which 
usually takes place in-person at Dike-Newell and 
Fisher Mitchell Schools, took place in cyberspace 
this year.

“Our first choice was to hold the book fair in person, 
but that would have meant sanitizing every book 
that a student touched,” said Sheryl Ritchie, Chair 
of the Literacy Committee. “Still, we thought it was 
important to hold the fair and give students some 
sense of normalcy.” 

Ritchie and the Literacy Committee chose to part-
ner with Scholastic Book Fairs to host the fair, 
which ran from March 15 to March 28. Dike-Newell 
and Fisher Mitchell Schools set a goal of $1,500 in 
sales and easily surpassed it, purchasing $2,600 in 
books! The PTA will receive 25% of the proceeds 
which will go back toward book purchases for the 
schools.

Although the fair is over, the Literacy Committee 
has more events planned for April, including a 
virtual author visit from New England author Kate 
Messner. 

“There is nothing more important than getting kids 
interested in reading,” said Ritchie. “Any time you 
can connect a kid with a book, it’s a good thing.”

The biggest fundraiser for the Bath 
Elementary PTA is here: the 2021 Calendar 
Raffle! They have 30 days of prizes to give 
out, so get your tickets soon!

Prizes include:

• Now You’re Cooking prize bag

• Mockingbird Book Store prize bag

• Hair Creations gift basket

• Photo sesion with Nicole Bogard

• Gift cards from Loyal Biscuit, Pitter Patter, 
Midcoast Pizza & More, Byrnes Irish Pub,  
Sisters Gourmet Deli, JR Maxwell’s, The 
Cabin, Treasure Island Toys, 104 Main  
Public House (Topsham), and others!

• AND MORE!

Tickets are $5 each or 5 for $20. 
Grab your tickets online by emailing  
bathelementarypta@gmail.com or by 
messaging the Bath Elementary PTA on 
their Facebook Page. Tickets are payable 
by Venmo or cash.

Bath Elementary PTA Raffle

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-8BS3HUG_TQt9reWZ75pnt1RQnt1uEA7/edit
https://www.facebook.com/BathElemPTA/?ref=page_internal
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News From

Fourth Graders Set Aside Screens for 
Outside Adventure

A few weeks ago, art teacher George McGinty’s 
love of the outdoors translated into a winter ad-
venture for fourth graders at Fisher Mitchell School 
(FMS). McGinty held a winter sports-themed door 
decorating contest in February and awarded the 
winning class with a day at Lilly Pond Community 
Forest in Bath.

“I think it’s really important to get kids out in nature,” 
said McGinty. “I love skiing, skating, and sledding 
and have fond memories of doing those things 
when I was young.” 

McGinty collaborated with physical education 
teacher Jason Carter and the winning class’s 
teacher (Erika Phippen) to plan the trip. It took the 
class about 45 minutes to walk to the site, which 
is inaccessible by vehicle (one of the reasons why 
it’s so special, McGinty said). Students had about 
an hour to experience three stations: Phippen led 
an exercise on tree identification, Carter helped 
students build a survival shelter from snow and tree 
debris, and McGinty showed students how to ice 
fish. 

“Ms. Phippen is probably one of the most out-
door-oriented teachers at FMS. She showed the 
students how to harvest sap from a balsam fir, 
which she uses to make salves,” McGinty said. “I 
taught the kids how to set ice fishing taps and how 
to use a jig rod – we caught three species of fish: 
yellow perch, chain pickerel, and largemouth bass.”

If students got cold, they could gather around a 
campfire and roast marshmallows and drink hot 
chocolate. By the end of the trip, Phippen said she 

Packing up sleds for the trek to Lilly Pond!

Ms. Phippen’s class’s winning door!
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thought they had made some lifelong appreciators 
of nature. 

“Throughout the pandemic, we’ve been asking 
students to do schooling online and rely on online 
entertainment. They are saturated with screen 
time,” said McGinty. “We were able to show them 
the woods and nature which is waiting for them in 
right in their backyard.” 

The success of the field trip was echoed in haikus 
the students wrote in class afterward. One student 
wrote,, “Snowy, icy, cold; Calming, peaceful, relax-
ing; Friends, fun, amazing.”

McGinty said he would love to organize another trip, 
and would, at the very least, continue to incorporate 
nature into his art classes.

“It was great to see our students just being kids, 
without fear,” he said. “Just having fun in the 
woods.”

We hope everyone enjoyed “Eat the Rainbow 
Week” in March! Our teachers definitely 
enjoyed reminding students to eat their fruits 
and vegetables!

Eat the Rainbow Week
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News From

Physical Education Teachers Combat 
Student Isolation; Inactivity 

When Jason Carter led his first physical education 
classes at Dike Newell and Fisher Mitchell Schools 
this fall, he noticed something different about his 
students. 

“They seemed almost gloomy,” he recalled. “They 
were all about following directions. It wasn’t like 
your usual group of energetic elementary school 
students at all.” 

Carter figured the change was directly related to a 
summer of isolation and uncertainty brought on by 
the COVID-19 pandemic. As children returned to 
school, they were met with more changes, like par-
tial remote learning. These changes were important 
in protecting the health of students and staff, but 
restricted social interaction.  

“For my students, PE class is an opportunity to 
interact and play with their friends. They’ve been 
stuck at home for most of the year, so they’ve lost 
some of their teamwork and social skills,” Carter 
said. “I have been focusing on teaching them skills 
everyone can access; things they can do at home. 
It’s actually pretty huge that they get to play with 
one another and interact during PE.”

Carter isn’t the only teacher using PE class to com-
bat isolation and inactivity. Longtime Phippsburg 
Elementary School (PES) art teacher Rosemary 
“Romy” Polizotto knows the importance of activity 
on overall health, but it wasn’t until this year that 
she had a chance to teach that lesson in a class-
room setting. 

“When we learned that (physical education teacher) 

Ms. McCauley would be teaching remotely this year 
and we would have to find a substitute to fill in for 
her, Mrs. Polizotto stepped up and filled that roll in 
addition to her art teaching position,” said Principal 
Sandra Gorsuch-Plummer. “She has embraced the 
position and been creative in delivering PE lessons 
outside in all types of weather.”

With many of their regular extracurricular activi-
ties canceled, Polizotto, a former coach in several 
sports, made it her priority to get students outside, 
active, and (safely) interacting with each other. 
Working within COVID-19 guidelines, Polizotto 
plays modified games with her classes, like tag 
with noodles, floor hockey, obstacle courses, snow 
shoeing, and sledding. 

“I like teaching kids to be active and to use activity 
to stay healthy,” Polizotto said. “It’s also nice for me 
to see kids in a different setting [than the art room]. 
I get to see the full personality of each student.” 
Polizotto and Carter hope their classes are mak-
ing a difference for students as the world awaits a 
return to normalcy. In the meantime, their lessons 
are a good reminder for all of us: we need to keep 
moving.

Kindergartener Aria Shuck enjoys outdoor PE class with Rosemary Polizotto. 
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Community Generosity Erases Lunch Debt 
at Phippsburg Elementary School

School Districts across the state rejoiced this fall 
when the USDA announced that their Modified 
Summer Food Service Program would continue to 
provide meals to students at no charge throughout 
the entire 2020-2021 school year. The program has 
been successful in relieving families from the finan-
cial stress of providing breakfast and lunch for their 
children during the pandemic but does not address 
past debt. For the small town of Phippsburg, that’s 
where community support comes in.

Anna Varian has been in the food service industry 
for 44 years and the kitchen manager at Phipps-
burg Elementary School (PES) for six years. When 
community member Ann Marie Bartoo approached 
her in December asking whether there was any-
thing she could do to help out, Varian shared that 
she wished students wouldn’t have to return to 
school with lunch debt in September of 2021. 

“I was devastated when I spoke with Anna because 
I don’t think anyone, let alone any child, should be 
hungry,” said Bartoo. “40% - or possibly more – of 
the children at PES are food insecure and rely on 
the breakfast and lunch program to provide nutri-
tion. So, I wrote a letter explaining the situation to 
my friends and neighbors, who shared it with their 
friends and neighbors.”

“Our students had $1,275 in debt on their meal 
account,” said Varian. “Ann Marie and her friends 
wound up raising $3,360 and paid off the entire 
amount.”

Varian uses the extra funds to expand nutrition-re-
lated initiatives at the school. So far, she has put an 
extra serving of fruit and vegetables in the school’s 
breakfast bags, purchased educational literature 
and nutrition books, and even sourced some exotic 
fruit for students to sample during “Eat the  

Rainbow” week.

“They (Bartoo and the other donators) don’t know 
how much they are doing for these kids and how it 
will benefit them down the road,” said Varian. “Kids 
need fuel for their brains and bodies. It’s the start-
ing block of any day. At PES, we are serving break-
fast and lunch to an average of 60-70% of onsite 
students every day.”

Bartoo, who is the chair of the Sagadahoc County 
Committee of the Maine Community Foundation, 
a foundation which provides annual grant support 
to local nonprofits, said she hopes to keep up with 
and contribute to the needs of the meal program 
at the school, and ultimately explore ways in which 
food insecurity can be addressed in our community. 

The donations are stored in the school’s “Grand-
mother Fund,” which was created through funds 
donated by Phippsburg community members who 
wanted to make a difference. Additional donations 
can be made by contacting the school at 207-389-
1514 and making a donation to “Anna’s Food.” 
Varian also noted that PES receives other gen-
erous community donations from the Backpack 
Program, Merrymeeting Gleaners, local gardens 
and growers, and cases of organic lettuce from 
Springworks in Lisbon, Maine. She is grateful for all 
of the support the school receives. 

Ann Marie Bartoo (L) and Anna Varian (R)
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