
April 9, 2021 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

We have been working on an upgrade to the rou>ng so?ware we use for our buses.  This 
addi>on to our system will require the students to scan a card when geGng on the buses and 
scan again when they get off.  We will be issuing current riders with their cards.  Eventually all 
students will have one of these cards.  When we are fully opera>onal, all students have the 
poten>al to ride a bus whether it is on regular routes, spor>ng events, and or cocurricular trips.   

These cards will help us in a number of ways, should we need to contract trace a student or 
students it will tell us the length of >me that a student or students were on the bus.  If a student 
aKempts to board an incorrect bus, the scanner will alert the driver to that, and he or she will 
be able to stop the student before they take a seat.  If a student aKempts to get off the bus 
anywhere other than their assigned stop it will alert the driver to that as well.  These cards have 
the students name on them.  We are asking for your assistance in keeping track of these cards.   
Our thoughts are to aKach them to the back packs of younger students, so they are not 
misplaced.  Older students may keep them on the lanyard and in a place again where they will 
not get misplaced.  We have put them in holders and on lanyards to assist us and you keep track 
of them.    

Each is assigned to a par>cular student.  They have their name on them and a chip inside, that is 
read by a card reader located on each bus.  They also have a bar code on them so the students 
at some point may be able use them in the cafeteria of their school for their accounts.   

These cards will help us a great deal in the event a student is not able to be found for whatever 
reason. They will tell us exactly what >me they got on or off, of a bus and exactly where.  The 
program is accessible with immediate informa>on to access by myself and or principals should 
we need the assistance in loca>ng where the last known place that student was. 

We are excited to have this program.  We intend to start using the RFD Cards a?er vaca>on.  
They will be aKached to your child’s backpacks by a yellow lanyard.  These will add another layer 
of safety for our children.    Should you have any ques>on or concern as always feel free to 
reach out to me by phone, email or even text.  As always thank you for your con>nued help, 
coopera>on and support. 

Ka>e Spear 
Director of Transporta>on 
KIDS RSU # 2 
7 Reed Street 
Hallowell, Maine 04347 
207-485-3556 



kspear@kidsrsu.org 


