
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

40th Vermont 
Outstanding 

Teachers’ 
Recognition Day 

Wednesday, April 7, 2021 

The things in civilization we most prize are not of 
ourselves. They exist by grace of the doings and 
sufferings of the continuous human community in 
which we are a link. Ours is the responsibility of 
conserving, transmitting, rectifying and expanding the 
heritage of values we have received that those who 
come after us may receive it more solid and secure, 
more widely accessible and more generously shared 
than we have received it.* 

A Common Faith 

*quoted from the John Dewey Memorial located
near Ira Allen Chapel on the University Green.

Presented in collaboration with the Vermont Agency of Education 



  
 
  

 
   

  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

  
  

 
 
  
 

  
 

 
  
 

  
  

  
  
 
  
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

40th 

VERMONT 
OUTSTANDING 
TEACHERS’ 

RECOGNITION DAY 

& 
VT AGENCY OF 

EDUCATION 
2021 TEACHER 
OF THE YEAR 
RECOGNITION 

APRIL 7, 2021 

40th 
Annual 
Schedule of Events 

4:00 p.m. 
• Outstanding

Teachers’ Day
Anniversary Video

4:05 p.m. 
• College of Education

and Social Services
Dean Scott Thomas 
Welcome and Introductions

4:10 p.m. 
• VT National Education

Association
President Donald Tinney 
Welcome and Congratulate
Teachers

4:15 p.m. 
• VT Agency of Education

Secretary Daniel French
Welcome Teachers and 
2021 Teacher of the Year 
Recognition

4:20 p.m. 
• Keynote Speaker

Elisabeth (Bibba) Kahn
2020 VT Teacher of the Year 
Main Street Middle School

4:25 p.m. 
• Presentation of 2020 Outstanding

Teachers Awardees by UVM
Department of Education
Chairperson Kimberly Vannest 
and Director of Teacher Education
Ellen Baker

• Followed by Closing Remarks,
Dean Thomas 



“Teachers, I believe, are the most responsible and 
important members of society because their professional 
eforts afect the fate of the earth.”
    —Helen Caldicott, author and peace activist 

Dear Outstanding Teachers: 

Welcome to the College of Education and Social Services’ 
40th annual Outstanding Teacher Day. This is a day to 
honor Vermont’s Outstanding Teachers, including the 
2021 Teacher of the Year. We thank you for allowing 
us to publicly honor you today for educating the next 
generation—each day helping them to be smarter, more 
creative, and more humane. Today we gather to recognize 
the long hours, the patience, the perseverance, and 
passion defning your important work. We honor your 
commitment, your successes as well as your trials, and 
the powerful impact you have on the children of Vermont 
and our future. Thank you for your service and for your 
inspiration to all of us. You make a great diference every 
day, and we appreciate all that you do. 

Best Regards, 

Scott L. Thomas 
Dean 
College of Education and Social Services 
go.uvm.edu/vtotd 

http://go.uvm.edu/vtotd




 

 

 

 

   
 

   
   

  

 

  
  

 

AWARD RECIPIENTS 
Sarah Allen 
Woodstock Union Middle and High School 
Windsor Central SU 
Sarah Allen teaches Latin at Woodstock Union Middle and High School.  She is a member 
of the Modern and Classical Languages Department, leads the schoolwide Advisory Pro-
gram, and is an active member of the Local Standards Board.  Colleagues describe Sarah 
as “an energized educator,” who is “dedicated,” “supportive,” and “very collegial.”  One 
of her students stated, “Magistra Allen deserves this because she is a kind, compassion-
ate teacher who always thinks of her students. I love her classes, her spirit, and how hard 
she works to make learning fun.”  A department colleague of Sarah’s said, “She’s like a 
bright star that guides us all.” 

Brett ApRoberts 
Arlington Memorial High School 
Battenkill Valley SU 
Mr. ApRoberts is our dynamic high school science teacher. Brett teaches students in 
grades 9-12; earth science, chemistry, physics, and AP chemistry. His incredible love for 
science is enhanced by his incredible love for teaching. He engages learners with creative 
labs and thoughtful lessons. He works to provide every student with a meaningful learn-
ing experience. Brett believes all students can be successful, and he works tirelessly to en-
sure they reach their greatest potential. He is an active member of the staf who values 
teacher leadership, peer collaboration, and community spirit. 

Amanda Babcock 
John F. Kennedy Elementary School 
Winooski SD 
Amanda Babcock has been the Behavior Coach at JFK Elementary since 2016, she has 
been working in education since 2005. Amanda is a true leader in our school. She is our 
school PBiS coordinator, a member of the JFK Leadership team, and has been instrumen-
tal in developing and implementing PBiS in our MYTSS system. Amanda has stepped up 
and led her team by example during this unprecedented time by not only performing her 
job just as well as she would during any other year but doing so without fail.  Her role as 
the behavior coach is challenging during typical school years, let alone during a global 
pandemic. Our school and community would not be the same without Amanda! 

Lori Beland 
Ottauquechee School 
Hartford SD 
Lori Beland is a kindergarten through second grade special educator at the Ottauquechee 
School. She is an advocate for and model of co-teaching in the general education class-
room, to meet all students’ needs. Her expertise in diferentiation, social-emotional 
learning and PBIS benefts students in her classes and also percolates throughout the 
school through her broad collaboration with all staf. Lori is involved in so many aspects 
and programs at our school: Universal PBIS, Special Education, Targeted Behavior, EST, 
and all school celebrations. She individualizes instruction for all students and uses cre-
ative strategies to meet students where they are in their comprehension -- Lori’s passion. 

Olga Benoit 
Spaulding High School 
Barre Unifed Union SD 
Olga Benoit is a very caring and supportive educator. Her focus is always the student and 
how to best meet their needs. Olga has worn many hats in our school community since 
her start in 2006, including ELL and EST Coordinator. One of the nominators said it best- 
“Olga is the teacher I would like to be someday. She has the professional knowledge to 
reach every kind of student, even our most difcult to engage. She advocates for every 
one of her students and allows parents to feel empowered to support their child. She 
makes each student feel like, just maybe, they can learn hard things!  Finally, Olga is the 
best friend and colleague ever! 



 
 

 

 

 

    
 

   

 
  

  

  

Joseph Bertelloni 
Clarendon Elementary School 
Mill River Unifed Union SD 
Joe Bertelloni goes above and beyond to help colleagues cope with the ever-changing 
tech landscape, to learn new tools, and to keep kids engaged with books in person and 
remotely. Joe’s leadership in setting up and training staf throughout our district has 
been crucial in creating connections in our K-2 classrooms. We are so grateful for Joe! 

Richard Berthiaume 
Bellows Free Academy Union High School (St. Albans) 
Maple Run Unifed SD 
Mr. Berthiaume is a true professional in all situations, and he goes above and beyond 
for every one of his students and for every member of the department.  Bert is able to 
achieve a positive relationship with all his students by treating them all with respect, 
always being available for help or guidance, always believing in them, supporting them 
outside the classroom by coaching, attending, or volunteering at many of the BFA 
events, and by simply being a superb role model in every possible way. 

Beth Bradford 
Stowe Elementary School 
Lamoille South Unifed Union SD 
Stowe Elementary School is proud to announce Kindergarten Teacher Beth Bradford as 
our UVM Outstanding Teacher recipient.  Beth has brought professional knowledge, ad-
vocacy, colleagueship, and accountability with her from the moment she started at SES. 
She advocates for students, parents and colleagues with her can-do spirit and sense of 
organization and commitment to doing what is best for students.   Beth is approachable 
and friendly, but at the same time is clear and holds high expectations.  She embraces 
all we would hope for in an elementary school teacher and colleague and has modeled 
balance for us all. Beth serves as the lead teacher for the Educational Support Team 
at SES. 

Sam Bromley 
Montpelier High School 
Montpelier Roxbury SD 
Sam has been a dedicated science educator at MHS for the past 9 years, earning an 
incredible amount of respect from his students and colleagues. One of the strengths of 
Sam’s teaching style is that he treats all students as individuals. At the core of who Sam 
is, he knows how to connect with students both in a relational way and academically. He 
plans with students’ needs in mind and often thinks of innovative, creative, and relevant 
ways to make the various concepts of science come alive in the minds of our Solons. He 
has been deeply involved in developing relevant and engaging sustainability and food 
systems education and has engaged enthusiastically in positions of teacher leadership. 

Christina Brown 
Chamberlin School 
South Burlington SD 
Christina Brown has spent her 30-year teaching career at Gertrude Chamberlin School 
(GCS), teaching 2nd grade and kindergarten. She is truly an outstanding educator and 
a staunch advocate for her students and colleagues. She is continuously thinking of new 
and engaging, inclusive ways to teach her students both academically and socially. She 
is extremely dedicated and works tirelessly to ensure that her students get the very best 
education and meet their learning objectives. As a colleague, she is collaborative, sup-
portive, and kind. She takes initiative and leadership within the building and has played 
an integral role in developing some of our most beloved GCS practices. 



 

 
 

      
 

  
 

 
 

 

 
 

   

  
  

    

 

   

  

 

Courtney Chadburn 
Georgia Middle School 
Franklin West SU 
Courtney Chadburn is the physical education teacher for all grade 5-8 students at 
Georgia Middle School. Courtney builds strong relationships and creates an inclusive, 
fun, and energizing atmosphere which keeps kids connected and active no matter 
what school looks like. Her connections to all students help them feel valued and cared 
for.  Courtney has very special connections with our students with disabilities.  She 
goes above and beyond, not because she has to, but because she truly cares for each 
of them.  She is a caring colleague and a team player supporting everyone whenever 
needed. Everyone loves Courtney: parents, students & her colleagues. She is a GEM and 
simply the best! 

Kyle Chadburn 
Orleans Elementary School 
Orleans Central SU 
Kyle Chadburn is a dynamic educator. In his 5th year as a middle school humani-
ties teacher at Orleans Elementary School, Kyle uses a student-centered philosophy 
and innovative practices to create a positive classroom where students feel valued, 
respected, connected, and comfortable. Using current social issues, he works hard 
to help his students become more critically and socially responsible thinkers. Together 
with his co-teacher, he presents at local and state levels on issues of equity and anti-
bias.  He supports colleagues in a variety of roles and projects, sitting on several district 
committees and partners with the Tarrant Institute to expand his knowledge and skills. 

Lisa Ciof 
Sheldon Elementary School 
Franklin Northeast SU 
In the classroom, Lisa has many strengths including very efective instructional prac-
tices that she masterfully uses to actively engage her learners. When the pandemic 
hit, Lisa truly rose to the challenge of staying connected with students through email, 
phone calls, video chats, teacher parades and lawn signs. She maintains strong con-
nections with students long after they leave her classroom. Years later, Lisa is still the 
“go to” for many students.  Students know that on tough days she is going to be there 
to support them and on great days she is going to be there to celebrate them. One of 
Lisa’s greatest strengths is clearly the depth of the relationships she has cultivated with 
generations of Sheldon students.  It is a great comfort to many local parents when they 
can tell their child, Mrs. Ciof was my teacher, too. 

Marc Considine 
Hazen UHSD #26 (School) 
Orleans Southwest SU 
Marc’s advocacy for students is endless and his students feel like they are part of a 
family.  He knows how important social connections and peer support are and does 
everything he can to facilitate them. This extends to his helping students make mean-
ingful contributions to their community and to the world at large. Whenever help is 
needed, he is there. In fact, he often seems to know that someone needs help before 
they do. 

Allison Conyers 
Thatcher Brook Primary School 
Harwood Unifed Union SD 
Allison Conyers, MSN, RN, NCSN is a school nurse at Thatcher Brook Primary School in 
Waterbury, VT. Allison has been the acting COVID Coordinator for the Harwood Uni-
fed Union School District since June 2020.  She is highly respected by her peers in both 
education and nursing, and collaborates with teachers, staf, and administration to 
integrate health and wellness knowledge and practices with students and staf. Allison 
can be seen delivering swabs for school staf surveillance testing; distributing PPE; con-
tact tracing; drafting guidance for students and staf; screening students; and meet-
ing with parents, children, and colleagues either in person, via Zoom, or over the phone. 



 

 
 

   

  

  

   
   

 

 
   

    

  

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 
   

  

Susan Cornell 
Fair Haven UHSD #16 (School) 
Slate Valley Unifed SD 
Sue Cornell epitomizes everything that is good and right in the teaching profession. In 
the 34 years prior to the Covid pandemic, Margaret Susan Cornell enforced creativity, 
caring, fexibility, and professional dedication. Direct instruction aside, the students 
in her care know exactly what is expected of them. The personalization, the knowing 
and understanding of her students creates a hospitable learning environment and re-
lationships which come before content and learning. Among her colleagues she is the 
complete and competent leader. Department chair, EST director, and union represen-
tative are a few earned titles but more than these she has the respect and admiration 
of her peers. 

Susannah Cowden 
Randolph Union High School 
Orange Southwest Unifed SD 
Susannah Cowden teaches high school science at Randolph Union as part of the 9th 
grade team. This award is given with the endorsement of her teacher colleagues, who 
had many words of praise for Susannah in their nominations: “For challenging students 
to think critically about the world”; for “her high expectations which lead to fruitful 
discussions for all in her classes”; for “consistently adapting science to cover the ever 
changing landscape of the world to keep it relevant for students”; and because “foster-
ing inquiry means both being an expert in content and a willingness to learn from the 
questions of others”. 

Patti Crosby 
Mary Hogan School 
Addison Central SD 
Patti Crosby has worked as a Kindergarten Teacher at the Mary Hogan Elementary 
School since August 1999. Patti can bring joy and heart to all students and educa-
tors alike. She is organized, creative and always willing to help a fellow colleague with 
fun & engaging activities for the classroom.  Patti addresses new challenges such as 
technology with “gusto” and enthusiasm.  Patti has many years of teaching experience 
and classroom knowledge that she shares with her team every day.  She can make the 
toughest day a little brighter, and heaviest load a little lighter.  Patti is a mentor, conf-
dante and advocate for all students and educators at Mary Hogan School. 

Anna Crumb 
Castleton Village School 
Slate Valley Unifed SD 
Anna (Annie) Crumb is an outstanding middle-school ELA teacher at Castleton Village 
School in Castleton, Vermont. Mrs. Crumb primarily works with students that are in 6th 
and 7th grade and her classes are full of fun and opportunity. Mrs. Crumb’s students al-
ways have multiple projects going at one time and learn valuable skills in organizing and 
prioritizing tasks. Mrs. Crumb uses a number of diferent projects and online activities 
to allow students to learn reading and writing and to make connections between class 
and the world outside of school. Castleton Village School is very proud of our outstand-
ing teacher, Annie Crumb! 

James  Dirmaier 
The Center for Technology, Essex 
Essex Westford Educational Community Unifed Union SD 
Jim Dirmaier has been the Engineering Program teacher for 18 years. He exemplifes all 
of the core teaching standards for Vermont on a regular basis with too many examples 
to enumerate. Jim goes out of his way to make the content accessible to students. He 
remains fexible while exuding confdence and excitement about the content; his enthu-
siasm is contagious. Jim exemplifes service to the feld, acting as the association rep-
resentative for CTE. While handling many sensitive and stressful situations, he always 
acts morally and ethically. His leadership has allowed for the continued success of the 
center. Jim is always cool, calm, and respectful. 



 

 
 

  
  

 
  

  

  

 
     

 

 
  

 

 
 

 

  

 
 

Jaimie Douglass 
Saxtons River Elementary School 
Windham Northeast SU 
Jaimie is the fourth-grade teacher at Saxtons River Elementary School where she has 
taught since 2006. A master at providing engaging and diferentiated learning expe-
riences, building meaningful relationships, embedding technology, and simply, hav-
ing fun, Jaimie’s classroom is a place where students embrace new challenges and 
take risks in their learning. She works collaboratively with colleagues and families to 
meet the needs of her students, and to truly understand who they are as learners and 
people. Her lessons are carefully crafted with student interest and choice in mind. 
Through modeling, Jaimie inspires her students to be kind, do their best work, have 
fun, and love learning. 

Matthew Dragon 
Randolph Technical Career Center 
Orange Southwest Unifed Union SD 
Matt just completed his fourth school year at the Randolph Technical Career Center. 
He teaches a full-time diversifed agriculture program to high school juniors and se-
niors. Matt fosters student passions for local food production, forestry, sustainable 
farm practices, renewable energy production, welding, and blacksmithing, by con-
necting them with local farmers and conservationists.  He has established a program 
that is hands-on, mindful, and open-hearted.  By focusing on environmental and bio-
logical sciences and the economy of our region, Matt teaches his students the critical 
importance of Vermont’s agricultural heritage.  He is nurturing the next generation of 
Vermont farmers. 

Courtney Elliot 
Proctor Elementary School 
Greater Rutland County SU 
Courtney Elliott sets high expectations for herself along with her students.   She ef-
fectively plans, instructs, and assesses students so they are able to grow academically, 
socially, and emotionally.  She is a forward-thinking educator who implements new 
practices to captivate and motivate our students. Ms. Elliott creates a respectful and 
trusting learning environment. She is a great advocate for her students. Her respect for 
students, their diverse learning challenges, as well as her focus on learning strengths 
refects her passion for excellence and student success. Not only has she created a rigor-
ous academic learning environment in her classroom, but she has also moved the school 
forward in a positive manner with remote learning.  Ms. Elliott has demonstrated a level 
of excellence with this new model of learning. 

Amber Emmell 
Enosburg Falls High School 
Franklin Northeast SU 
Amber possesses broad knowledge and understanding of authentic holistic education 
and demonstrates this in everything she does at EFHS. As a classroom teacher, she has 
a wonderful grasp of UDL, frst instruction, and how to design and implement high-
quality lessons that are targeted, individualized, and cohort appropriate. Additionally, 
she exhibits a naturally high social-emotional intelligence and skill set. She has con-
sistently demonstrated high-level leadership skills among her math department col-
leagues, and especially as an active member of our school leadership team. On a regu-
lar basis, Amber goes above and beyond what is expected. 



 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

  
  

 

  

 
 

  

 

   

 

 

   
 
 
 
 

Bridget Ferrin-Smith 
St. Johnsbury Schools 
St. Johnsbury SD 
Bridget Ferrin-Smith is a phenomenal educator in the St. Johnsbury community. She 
brings her best self every day and models a passionate commitment to lifelong learning. 
Her classroom has an aura of safety, joy, and engagement each and every year, even the 
toughest of years. Her style of instruction allows for an entry point for each and every 
one of her students and the joy on their faces while learning is undeniable. She found 
a way to make emergency remote learning fun and to provide personalized instruction 
for each of her students. No matter the year, or the group of students, she applies a 
student-frst mindset and is eager to work on a team to wrap around her students. 

Sarah Garcia 
St. Johnsbury Schools 
St. Johnsbury SD 
Sarah’s commitment to her middle school students is evident to all.  Her approach to 
her instruction and to interactions with her students is thoughtful and intentional. She 
builds strong relationships and shows each of her students that she cares about them. 
Sarah was a shining star for her students during the emergency distance learning in the 
spring, working hard to keep relationships, checking in frequently, and providing mean-
ingful, focused learning opportunities.  She models for her students what it means to be 
a passionate, life-long learner and demonstrates an eagerness to grow as a teacher of 
young adolescents. 

Matthew Gile 
Winooski Middle School 
Winooski SD 
Matt Gile is an enthusiastic, dedicated, knowledgeable and kind librarian. He appears 
happiest when he is engaged with helping a student or colleague or when he is reading, 
of course! He is a man of many voices and makes stories leap of the page engaging 
young and old alike. As a librarian, he is a part of all aspects of our school district k-12, 
before and after school, in the classroom and out of the classroom. His range is incredi-
ble: gaming, board games, magic, student library committee, snowboarding- he does all 
of these things with students. As a result, his student relationships are deep and produc-
tive whether he is comforting a young person or matching them with the perfect read. 

Tiana Gillespie 
Sutton Village School 
Kingdom East SD 
For 17 years Ms. Gillespie has inspired and challenged the children of Sutton Village School 
as a 3rd - 5th grade teacher. She takes every child’s unique learning characteristics and 
helps them dive into their curiosity and personal strengths.  She can be found moving 
about her classroom, responding to, and engaging with every child.  Students are unable 
to contain themselves with the excitement of the book they are reading, their writing, or 
the concept they are exploring.   She provides leadership throughout the school by volun-
teering ideas and time to build a strong, resilient community.  Our town, school district 
and community are proud to have Ms. Gillespie’s quality and commitment! 

Kendra Gorton 
Milton Elementary School 
Milton Town SD 
Kendra Gorton has been a teacher at Milton Elementary School for 26 years and exempli-
fes what a teacher should be.  She is a strong team member who advocates for her stu-
dents and works with her colleagues to review and use data, to adapt her teaching. You 
can always go to Kendra to discuss strengths or challenges and brainstorm ideas of how 
to better support students.  She has tremendous content knowledge and continuously 
seeks to better her own learning.  Kendra shares her information with her colleagues, 
creating resources for many students in our grade level. she has served on our MES CTL 
committee, has been a math leader, and serves on our district curriculum committees. 



  

  

 
   

  
  

    

  
 

    

     

 

 
 

 
  

  
  

Andrea Gratton 
Orleans Elementary School 
Orleans Central SU 
Andrea Gratton is in her 9th year as a middle school humanities teacher at Orleans 
Elementary School. She shares her passion for books and instills a love of reading in her 
students by bringing powerful literature to them.  She uses this as a base for exploring 
and discussing critical personal and social issues. She is innovative and provides creative, 
fexible, and personalized learning opportunities to meet all needs.  She partners with 
the Tarrant Institute and has participated in the Vermont Learning Lab for two years. 
Together with her co-teacher, she presents at local, state, and national levels on issues 
of equity and anti-bias. 

Kellie Hallock 
Grafton Elementary School 
Windham Northeast SU 
First and second grade teacher, Kellie Hallock is able to cultivate a classroom culture 
that fosters learning for all students. She celebrates student successes small and large. 
Kellie has such a keen sense of formative assessment, that she identifes specifc student 
struggles and implements strategies to target that specifc need immediately. Kellie 
eagerly volunteers to participate in teams to move our school district and SU forward. 
Her enthusiasm and passion for this profession are contagious as she is an absolute 
resource for her colleagues.  Grafton is so very fortunate to have an educator like Kellie 
in their building as students and staf alike reap the benefts of her skill. 

Jennifer Hempey 
Crossett Brook Middle School 
Harwood Unifed Union SD 
Jennifer Hempey is a Middle School Counselor at Crossett Brook Middle School in Dux-
bury, and “outstanding” is truly a ftting label to tag onto Jen and her work. The focus 
on the social and emotional health of young adolescents can truly be the deal breaker 
for an educator remaining at the middle level, and the fact that Jen has been at CBMS 
since 1995 shows the level of commitment Jen has to this vital facet of middle school. 
The pandemic has brought a signifcant twist to the face-to-face role of a school coun-
selor, and Jen has gotten creative and reached deep, pivoted like a champion, and con-
tinued the total support of social and emotional safety from a remote vantage point. 

Lily Henault 
Jericho Elementary School 
Mount Mansfeld Unifed Union SD 
Lily Henault teaches frst grade at Jericho Elementary School. Lily is an outstanding 
educator.  She creates a warm and welcoming classroom where all students are able to 
succeed. Lily is a gifted literacy teacher. Students learn to love reading and writing in her 
classroom.  Lily has been an active member of our PBIS team.  She is also a member of 
our district science curriculum committee. 

David Herr 
Canaan Schools 
Essex North SU 
Dave uses a variety of methods to deliver instruction in his class.  He incorporates daily 
class messages, projects, group, and individual work, and utilizes diferent resources 
to meet each and every student’s needs.    During remote learning, he found ways to 
keep his class engaged; meeting with them daily through Google Meets, with additional 
meets throughout the week for extra instruction and help. He transitioned nicely to this 
new way of teaching and learning.  Dave is a member of the Leadership/PBIS team, 
the Steering Committee, he coaches Varsity Cross Country, and leads an after-school 
Science Club and boys running club.  Dave is a highly respected member of our staf. 



   

 

 
 

  
    

 
  

 
 

     

  
 

 
 

  

 

Lorna Holcombe 
Peacham Elementary School 
Caledonia Central SU 
Mrs. Holcombe is a dedicated educator who tirelessly serves each student in the Peacham 
community. She continually focuses on the individual needs and development of each 
student and is constantly looking for ways to unlock the potential of every child through 
diligent observation, insightful assessment, and countless hours of hard work. Mrs. Hol-
combe demonstrates that the most efective teachers are enthusiastic students. She is a 
life-long learner who is always looking for innovative ways to respond to the educational 
needs of her students. This dedication to professional growth also makes her an integral 
part of the Peacham staf, supporting and assisting her colleagues. 

Drew Junkins 
U32 High School UHSD #32 (School) 
Washington Central Unifed Union SD 
Drew is a high school mathematics teacher at U-32.  He has worked tirelessly inside and 
outside of the classroom, making sure to be available for students whenever they need 
help. Drew makes sure that we have kept our programs going, he has helped our TAs be-
come stronger, and he has become an integral part of everything we do at U-32.  He has 
made sure our Math Team has continued working, he is a co-department head, and he 
has given great time to our students. 

Christina Kerber 
Poultney High School 
Greater Rutland County SU 
If I had one word to describe this teacher, it would be “caring”. This is used often with 
teachers, but I have seen this frsthand with her. When she comes into my ofce with 
that look and says, “I need to bug you for a minute”, it is always about a student, or stu-
dents, and an idea she has on how to help them.  She is one who, when she comes with a 
problem, also comes up with a solution. As a former special educator who took her love 
for math and moved into a regular education classroom, she diferentiates and is able to 
meet every student at their level and set goals for each and every one of them.  No mat-
ter how hard it gets, no matter how hard of a day she has, she still is positive and tries to 
fnd the good in every situation. I have never heard her say “I can’t” when it comes to her 
students and her teaching. 

Mary Leadbeater 
Danville School 
Caledonia Central SU 
Mary has put access to education at the very core of her practice for over 30 years, 
practicing inclusion long before it ever was recognized as a concept in special education. 
When we quickly shifted to a remote existence last spring, Mary rapidly invented new and 
engaging ways to meet students’ needs. Mary also took on the role of advocate, being 
in constant contact with families, and adapting the challenging learning environment to 
disparate needs. As if this was not enough, Mary’s amazing work occurred at a time of 
great personal challenge due to illness. While it could be expected that any human would 
take a well-deserved leave of absence, Mary Leadbeater instead stood by her students. 

Carrie Malekof 
Essex High School 
Essex Westford Educational Community Unifed Union SD 
Technology Education Specialist Carrie Malekof is the superhero of Essex High School. A 
champion for enhancing student learning, she goes above and beyond to inspire teachers 
to use cutting-edge technology in their practice. During this COVID crisis her expertise 
radiates as she shifts seamlessly between working with novice educators to those who are 
tech savvy. Her calm presence is a reassurance. Ms. Malekof focuses on the learning and 
the learner, has impressive content knowledge and practices, and is able to connect with 
everyone in the building. Her patience and kindness paired with her logical and rational 
thinking makes Carrie Malekof an invaluable colleague and teacher leader. 



  

   
   

  
 

 
     

 
  

   

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

Karen McCalla 
Mill River Union High School 
Mill River Unifed Union SD 
Karen McCalla demonstrates patience, passion, and gracious professionalism in every-
thing she does. She is a knowledgeable and supportive colleague to all faculty and 
frequently collaborates with other teachers to help students develop research skills, in-
corporate STEAM, and integrate tools and technology into the curriculum in order to 
enhance student learning. Karen educates always mindful of the fact that students 
need to become independent learners. Karen teaches them to problem solve. Students 
(and teachers) who work with Karen come away with a clear picture of what they need 
to do to be successful. 

Averill McDowell 
Peoples Academy 
Lamoille South Unifed Union SD 
Peoples Academy is proud to announce Art Teacher Averill McDowell as our UVM Out-
standing Teacher Day recipient. Colleagues describe Averill as dynamic and gifted as 
a teacher. Averill inspires EVERY student to feel like an artist, to have an artistic vision, 
and to take their work seriously.  She consistently collaborates with students to produce 
great work in a supportive atmosphere, all while maintaining high expectations for aca-
demics and behavior. Averill has served on the school culture committee, the district 
Curriculum Council and is currently vice president of the teacher association. 

Erin McKinnon 
Newark Street School 
Kingdom East SD 
Ms. McKinnon has worked as an outdoor educator, instructional assistant, intervention-
ist, and classroom teacher for over 23 years.  Her teaching brings calm confdence and 
inquisitive thinking to her elementary children. They bounce to the front of the room to 
complete work, discuss math concepts, and work together to solve problems. Ms. Mck-
innon’s love of music has inspired scores of young people.  Her co-direction of the Balkan 
Chorus provides resonant traditional Eastern European music to area youth. This rich 
cultural heritage weaves its way into the lives of the children of Newark and the greater 
community.   Ms. Mckinnon is an incredible asset to Newark School! 

Brendan McLane 
Union Elementary School 
Montpelier Roxbury SD 
Mr. McLane is a very well-respected third grade teacher at Union Elementary School. He 
is in his 20th year of teaching and is adored by students, families, and colleagues. Mr. 
McLane is most recognized for his creativity and passion for engaging students. From 
his annual Space Show to his incredible instructional videos throughout the spring of 
2020, Mr. McLane is a teacher that goes above and beyond on a daily basis to ensure all 
students have the memorable third grade experience they deserve. As a member of the 
school’s Instructional Leadership Team, Mr. McLane also takes a leadership role in the 
design and implementation of new curriculum. 

Lindsay Meyer 
Randolph Elementary School 
Orange Southwest Unifed Union SD 
Lindsay, a 15-year veteran teacher is without a doubt one of the most dedicated teach-
ers you will come across in this profession. She deeply cares for her students, their fami-
lies, her colleagues, and her own professional growth. Lindsay is a leader in curriculum 
development in our district, a leader at the union level and a teacher leader that the 
principals can lean on at all times. She is not one to wait around to be asked for help, 
she seeks out to help, particularly during the hardest of times. She sees beyond herself 
for the beneft of the greater good and works with others to make good things happen. 



 

 
 

  

 

 

  
 

 
   

 

 

 
  

  

Kendra Myers 
Bellows Free Academy (Fairfax) 
Franklin West SU 
Kendra Myers is a Grade 4 STEM teacher at BFA Fairfax. She is a remarkable educator 
who is compassionate, student-centered, and selfess. Through meaningful, authentic 
connections, she fosters a love of learning and the joy of discovery. She models the 
utmost respect and genuine belief in all students. These characteristics are evident in 
her classroom where you are apt to witness students highly engaged in hands-on tasks, 
independently exploring new innovation or creatively refecting as part of the design 
cycle. The enthusiasm she shares with students excites and inspires them to want more. 
To quote a student regarding their upcoming Hunger Walk “Mrs. Myers is helping us 
change the world!” 

Cheryl Ostrander 
Franklin Central School 
Missisquoi Valley SD 
Cheryl embodies the dedication, optimism, and professionalism that we all strive for. 
Cheryl not only builds a wonderful rapport with each student but genuinely knows each 
student and helps everyone else know and understand that student, too! Cheryl always 
keeps the whole learner in mind and focuses on a student’s strengths. Cheryl greatly 
values the role and input of families in their children’s education. She uses her excep-
tional communication and collaboration skills to help teams move forward with steps 
that will most beneft students. Students know she believes in them. Her commitment 
and creativity in helping every child succeed truly make a diference. She is an inspira-
tion to us all. 

Lynn Patenaude 
Hazen UHSD #26 (School) 
Orleans Southwest SU 
Lynn has an ability to build strong relationships with students, which have encouraged, 
supported, and motivated them toward completing their work and completing school. 
Many of the students who are referred to her have not had a lot of success in their edu-
cational experience. When they become part of the Pathways community, they develop 
a sense of belonging, which for many becomes their lifeline to graduation and fnding 
success beyond high school. She has been a hero who has fown under the radar for 
many years at Hazen Union, and she deserves recognition for her outstanding work. 

Rebecca (Becca) Polk 
Riverside Middle School 
Springfeld SD 
As a social studies teacher at Riverside Middle School, Becca Polk goes above and be-
yond the classroom with her teaching. She believes every student can learn. She builds 
strong relationships with her students, understanding who they are. She is compassion-
ate when needed, but at the same time, she does not shy away from the harder con-
versations with individual students when needed. Ms. Polk also brings amazing people 
from around the region and the world into our classroom either in person or using the 
technology available. Our students have spoken with Syrian and Palestinian refugees to 
hear frst-hand, their stories. She is a gift not just to our school but to the community 
as a whole. 

Megan Prehemo 
Canaan Schools 
Essex North SU 
Megan is our school nurse who is involved in many activities at Canaan Schools. With 
Covid 19, she has worked many hours on handbooks, protocols, procedures and planning 
educational videos and presentations for our students and staf.  Megan also plans well-
ness activities for the staf, monthly family engagement activities, dental clinics for our 
students and food giveaways for our families.  Much of this work is done on her personal 
time due to her days being flled with taking care of our students.  Her dedication to 
personal wellness is inspirational to our staf. Megan goes above and beyond her school 
nurse duties and Canaan Schools is fortunate to have her on our staf. 



 

 
 

   
 

 
 

 

 
  

   
   

 

 

 

   

 
 

   

Heather Racine 
Vergennes Union Elementary School 
Addison Northwest SD 
Mrs. Racine teaches third grade at VUES. This teacher is adaptable, fexible, kind, and 
respectful. This teacher puts students and colleagues frst by emphasizing rapport and 
relationships in the creation of a positive learning environment. This person is caring, 
patient, kind and understanding. Adaptability is a requisite in the profession and this 
teacher capably transitioned with students and families to best support the diverse 
needs of their students - learning or otherwise - making learning accessible to all. This 
teacher guides students to further their own understanding. The teacher participates in 
all aspects of the school in ways that help us move forward as a community. 

Andrew Riegler 
Folsom Education and Community Center 
Grand Isle SU 
Andrew Riegler, or “Rigs” as the students afectionately call him, is a passionate, engag-
ing foundational constant within Folsom. He is always engaged in supporting students 
and colleagues alike. His enthusiasm and commitment to meeting the needs of every 
child is obvious to those around him and he uses every opportunity to support. During 
lunch, Andrew is not found in a quiet space or in the teacher’s lounge - he is eating 
alongside kids, being a mentor, and developing positive and meaningful relationships. 
He is just an amazing colleague and teacher! 

Colleen Ringquist 
Middlebury Union High School 
Addison Central SD 
Colleen Ringquist has been a mathematics teacher at Middlebury Union High School 
since August 1987.  Colleen demonstrates devotion and loyalty to her students and pro-
fession on a daily basis. Teaching a difcult subject such as math requires patience, 
tireless energy, and a knowledge of each student’s learning capabilities. Colleen works 
with her students to ensure they understand the subject before moving on to the next 
unit.  She makes sure students who are achieving above and beyond the subject have 
room to grow, while at the same time giving extra attention to students who may fnd 
the material more challenging.  Her students feel valued & comfortable seeking her as-
sistance at any time. 

Emily Ringquist 
Mt. Abraham UMHSD #28 (School) 
Mount Abraham Unifed SD 
Emily Ringquist is a phenomenal teacher. She works tirelessly to help all her students 
access the curriculum by diferentiating both instruction and assessment for multiple 
levels of students in the same classroom. She makes the math engaging by focusing on 
community building and group/partner activities that allow students to discover the 
concepts for themselves. She serves on multiple committees at Mount Abraham and 
is a staunch advocate for the middle school learner. Students love her class, not just 
because they have a chance to be healed of their past math trauma, but also because 
the positive learning environment helps students feel safe and secure in their own de-
velopment as learners. 

Katrina (Kate) Rob 
Calais Elementary School 
Washington Central Unifed Union SD 
Katrina “Kate” Rob is a grade 4 classroom teacher at Calais Elementary School.  She is a 
leader in Washington Central UUSD. She has served on our curriculum council for many 
years.  Kate has worked on alignment across our district in grades 3-4, mentored new 
teachers or teachers in new assignments, and engaged in professional development in 
designing adult learning. At Calais, she is an integral member of our school community 
as a teacher leader in mathematics instruction.    Kate is truly dedicated to every stu-
dent who walks into her classroom and makes meaningful connections with them that 
last and trickle out to families. 



    

   
  

 

 

   

 

    

 

 
  

 

 
 

Janette Roberts 
Brown River Middle School 
Mount Mansfeld Unifed Union SD 
Janette Roberts has been an English language arts teacher at Browns River Middle 
School since 1994.   She has committed her career to the educational wellbeing of the 
children of Jericho and Underhill for over 27 years.  Ms. Roberts has been an inspiration 
to readers and writers every day that she is in the classroom.   Her years of experience 
have allowed her to be a mentor to the entire educational community in MMUUSD. 
Thanks, Janette, for all of your hard work and dedication to the BRMS Community! 

Crystal Setzer 
Fisher Elementary School 
Battenkill Valley SU 
Crystal Setzer, a third-grade teacher at Fisher Elementary School for the past 7 years, 
is a great candidate for UVM Outstanding Teacher.  Crystal’s commitment to students 
is evident in everything she does.  Crystal is a skilled professional who understands how 
to motivate students of all ability levels.  She is a compassionate and knowledgeable 
teacher spreading kindness to all.  Crystal has attended many Conscious Discipline 
trainings and has brought this information back to the staf. Crystal uses mindfulness 
strategies for all students and is trauma informed -- all to assist her students to be suc-
cessful. 

Elisabeth Siddle 
Frederick H. Tuttle Middle School 
South Burlington SD 
Elisabeth Siddle teaches Language Arts on a looping 7th/8th grade team at FHT Middle 
School (FHTMS).  Liz empowers students to speak their mind, express opinions, ofer 
suggestions and have their voices heard. She shows students that their opinions matter 
and their contributions are essential.  Her students practice how to treat each other with 
a sense of open-mindedness, dignity, and respect.  Her students become strong advo-
cates for what they believe in.  Liz has served on FHTMS’s Professional Learning Commit-
tee and made valuable contributions to the transition towards Profciency Based Learn-
ing and assessment shifting her model of teaching.  Literacy is defnitely Liz’s passion. 

Heather Smith 
Hartford Memorial Middle School 
Hartford SD 
Heather Smith has been a special educator at Hartford Memorial Middle School for 8 
years.  Her expertise in special education is unparalleled.  She forms deep relationships 
with students and helps each kid meet high standards for learning.  She has been instru-
mental in the development of the HMMS LGBTQA Alliance. This year she co-founded the 
Phoenix Project, a program centered on the principles of Circle of Courage, to help our 
most vulnerable students.  Heather shows up every day with enthusiasm, thoughtful-
ness, creativity, a couple cat memes, and a deep commitment to her students and col-
leagues.  She is a living example of keeping kids’ best interests at the center of all we do. 

Catherine Smith 
Bristol Elementary School 
Mount Abraham Unifed SD 
Cathy Smith has been teaching in Bristol since 1992. All throughout, she has embodied 
the VT Core Teaching Standards, often serving as a mentor for student teachers and 
new staf. Her classroom is an engaging learning environment, full of places that spark 
student interest. Through well planned lessons and creative activities, her instruction 
shows a deep knowledge of the content. She is open to new ideas and looks for ways 
to further strengthen her instructional strategies. Cathy reaches the hearts and minds 
of her students through her love of teaching and commitment to the kids and families. 
She is a well deserving educator for this prestigious award. Thank you, Cathy, for all you 
have done. 



  

 
  

  

 

 
 

  

    

  
 

  

 

   
 

Thomas Sumner 
Missisquoi Valley Middle/High School 
Missisquoi Valley SD 
Tom Sumner is an 8th grade social studies teacher at Missisquoi Valley Union Middle 
School. Tom takes the time to get to know each and every student for who they are and 
puts in the extra efort to help students grow academically and intellectually, mentoring 
them through their struggles all while serving as a strong and supportive mentor.  He 
creates a respectful classroom and serves as a positive role model whom his team and 
students strive to emulate. 

Catherine Thibault-Cote 
Milton Middle School 
Milton Town SD 
Catherine sets a strong example and leads by it. She creates a learning environment 
that intentionally supports all learners, while integrating social cognition and executive 
functioning. She empowers her students by regularly reminding them that mistakes are 
expected and are a sign of learning. She is readily available to support students, however 
needed. She fosters a sense of community and belonging for all. She actively seeks op-
portunities for collaboration and listens to other’s perspectives and ideas. She tirelessly 
seeks to improve her practice and to better our learning community. Catherine is a quiet, 
strong leader and highly regarded by all in our learning community. 

Michael Thomas 
Vergennes Union High School 
Addison Northwest SD 
Michael Thomas, high school English department coordinator, has quietly stepped into 
a leadership role during our transition to profciency-based learning. He sees a question 
and takes the time to research, understand, and explain it. He is always available for 
help and guidance and he provides students with the same thoughtful advice that he 
provides his colleagues. He truly cares for students and puts them frst when making 
decisions and coming up with solutions. He is the ultimate professional, but at the same 
time kind, considerate, empathetic, and approachable. Michael deserves recognition for 
his work as an outstanding teacher, mentor, and leader. 

Holly Thompson 
Elm Hill School 
Springfeld SD 
A twenty-year veteran of Springfeld Schools, Holly Thompson serves as a revered kinder-
garten teacher. She has a passion for education, and it shows in the love she has for her 
students and her craft. This passion permeates the decisions she makes about pedagogy 
and content. Ms. Thompson is a highly respected educator in our district. She has been a 
mentor to many frst-year teachers who have benefted from her guidance and unwaver-
ing support. Through the challenges of remote learning, she has nurtured her students, 
fostered their growth, and was able to successfully connect with her students’ families in 
order to develop a partnership in delivering education. 

Susan Trowbridge 
Alburgh Community Education Center 
Grand Isle SU 
Susan Trowbridge is a treasure! Susan is calm, fexible, and knowledgeable. She is eas-
ily inspired and inquisitive to new ideas and practices and she has the unique ability to 
quietly make change where change is needed. She has an arsenal of techniques and 
practices to meet the varying needs of students. Susan has a wonderful ability to make 
connections with students. Students love her and are so excited to see her every day. 
Susan often invites students to her classroom for special projects or to help them with 
work or if they just need someone to talk with them. She makes them feel special and her 
students make signifcant gains. We are blessed to work beside her each day. 



 

 

 
 

 
 

  
   

 

   

 
 

 

 
 

Jessica West 
Shelburne Community School 
Champlain Valley SD 
Jessica is an outstandingly efective teacher. She builds strong relationships with her stu-
dents and families. She genuinely cares about each individual student and highlights how 
they contribute to our positive learning community - where all students are valued, re-
spected, and feel a sense of belonging. Jessica engages all learners by incorporating their 
interests in her lesson planning and she provides appropriate scafolding and challenges 
for each child. Students feel her love and support as she is their number one cheerleader. 
Jessica is a life-long learner and a passionate teacher leader - she is positive, refective, 
empathetic, and an active participant in our learning community. 

Alice Weston 
Hiawatha Elementary School 
Essex Westford Educational Community Unifed Union SD 
Alice has been a special educator for years at Hiawatha. Last year Alice took on a new 
dual role as SEL Coach and Behavior Coach. The work Alice does makes a signifcant, posi-
tive impact daily on our entire school community. Alice has been an amazing example of 
the positive impact coaching can have on a school.   She forms trusting relationships with 
students and faculty and staf that allow us all to grow and help reach our best version of 
ourselves. She has a tremendous background in trauma informed practices as well as the 
science of the brain and how stress impacts us and our children. She holds a frm, rooted 
belief that all students can succeed, and they do under her guidance. 

Tracy Zaino 
Flood Brook School 
Bennington-Rutland SU 
Tracy Zaino is in her fourteenth year as a math teacher for grades 7 and 8 at the Flood 
Brook School in Londonderry, Vermont. “Tracy is a master teacher, instinctively diferen-
tiating her teaching to meet every child on their level, and really knows her stuf when it 
comes to mathematics and instruction. She consistently demonstrates a deep knowledge 
of her students as learners and people and is always willing to do whatever is needed to 
meet student needs. Tracy brings a calm demeanor, sharp intelligence, collegiality, and 
a strong belief in equity for all learners. She is truly the model of a caring, fexible, highly-
skilled teacher.” 

Richard Zelenetz 
Bennington-Rutland SU 
Bennington-Rutland SU 
Richard is in his 10th year of working for the Bennington-Rutland Supervisory Union as 
an English Language Learner (ELL) Interventionist.  “Richard’s drive and willingness to try 
new things to do whatever it takes to connect with the population with which he works 
is inspiring. He is an amazing advocate for students and parents and worked tirelessly to 
help us stay connected to families who we would have lost during the remote learning 
time period. His quiet, confdent disposition allows for colleagues to easily connect with 
him and work together to support learners. Richard always has a smile on his face and 
inspiring words for all!” 



   
     

   
  

    
   

  
 

 
   

 
 

     
    

     
 

   
   

    
   

   
 

 
  

  
 

  
    

  
   

 
  

 

 

         
    

 

   
  

1 National Life Drive, Davis 5, Montpelier, VT 05620-2501 
(p) 802-828-1130 | (f) 802-828-6430 | education.vermont.gov 

Colchester High School English Learner Teacher Named 
2021 Vermont Teacher of the Year 

COLCHESTER, Vt. - The Vermont Agency of Education is pleased to announce that Susan 
Rosato, an English Learner (EL) Teacher at Colchester High School in Colchester, is the 2021 
Vermont Teacher of the Year. Ms. Rosato will begin her tenure as Vermont Teacher of the Year 
on Jan. 1, 2021. 

Also recognized is the 2021 Vermont Teacher of the Year Runner Up Elizabeth Nolan, Music 
Teacher at Edmunds Elementary School and Distinguished Finalists Rebecca Ebel, Special 
Education Teacher at Vergennes Union High School and Lauralee Wilson, Math Coach at 
Georgia Elementary and Middle School. 

Susan Rosato has taught English Learners in the Colchester School District for more than 15 
years. To accommodate increasing enrollment and needs of EL students in Colchester, she was 
instrumental in growing the program from her initial position as one of two part-time EL 
teachers covering the entire district to three full-time and one part-time teacher. Ms. Rosato 
currently serves as EL teacher for Grades 9-12 at Colchester High School. She collaborates with 
classroom teachers, guidance counselors, social workers and administrators to teach English 
Learners, who are often New Americans, and support them and their families as they navigate 
the education system and community life in Colchester. 

“Sue Rosato is a passionate advocate for equity in education. Her creativity in helping students 
access the educational pathways that will make the greatest impact on their lives makes her a 
leading example of the critical work educators are doing statewide for our students.” said Dan 
French, Vermont Secretary of Education. “As our Teacher of the Year, Ms. Rosato will 
represent Vermont’s teachers on the national stage, and I know she will do so admirably. Her 
work over the course of her career is a strong reminder of both the power of an individual 
educator to change lives and the importance of systemic changes to improve education for all 
students.” 

“Sue's ability to build meaningful and lasting relationships with students affords her a deep 
understanding of what it takes to support students as they learn the English language and 
acclimate to the culture of school in America,” said Amy Minor, Superintendent of Schools for 
Colchester School District. “She values every student’s story, both what got them to her 
classroom and the part that is yet to be told. Between curriculum and classroom lessons, 
translating documents, cheering for her students on the soccer field, communicating with 
families, coordinating summer school programs, and always welcoming her students at the 
door with a smile, Sue works tirelessly to ensure her students and their families feel safe, 
supported and represented in our schools.” 

https://education.vermont.gov


  
  

 
 

 

   
    

  
 

    
  

   
  

    
  

  
 

     

 

“We are honored to have Sue represent Colchester High School and Vermont as the 2021 
Vermont Teacher of the Year,” said Heather Baron, Principal of Colchester High School. “She 
is a committed educator who works tirelessly to ensure her EL students succeed at CHS. Her 
passion for her work and her advocacy for what is best for her students is something we should 
all strive for.” 

Since 1964, the Agency of Education has recognized outstanding Vermont teachers through the 
Vermont Teacher of the Year award. As the 2021 Vermont Teacher of the Year, Ms. Rosato will 
serve as an advocate for the teaching profession, education and students. She is also Vermont’s 
candidate for the 2021 National Teacher of the Year award, sponsored by the Council of Chief 
State School Officers (CCSSO). Ms. Rosato will represent Vermont next spring for the National 
Teacher of the Year program, typically held in Washington D.C. 

Susan Rosato will also be honored at the University of Vermont’s Outstanding Teacher Day, 
tentatively scheduled for April 2021. For 40 years, UVM has annually recognized outstanding 
teachers throughout the state at a ceremonial event. The event honors educators from each 
supervisory union or school district, which are invited to nominate one teacher at the 
elementary or middle school level, one at the secondary level, and one at the technical center 
level. 

Connect with the Vermont Agency of Education on Twitter, Facebook and the Web. 

### 



 
 

A good teacher is like a candle 
– it consumes itself to light the

way for others. 
–Anonymous
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