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Course Descriptions 202-2024

RJHS

CHOIR – Offered to grades 8 and 9

Course Content: This class is for any student interested in singing in a choral setting. Prior experience

in choir is not needed. Students in this choir are required to participate in all-region auditions and

region and state choral festivals. Students are expected to perform in up to four concerts per year in

addition to the activities listed above. Students are expected to attend a limited number of after

school rehearsals. Eighth grade choir members must pass four academic courses, three of which must

be core courses (English, math, science, social studies), to remain academically eligible to participate

during the second semester. Ninth grade members must have passed four academic classes their last

semester of eighth grade to be eligible the first semester of ninth grade and must pass four academic

courses the first semester of ninth grade to be eligible the second semester. Fees include a $10

uniform fee and a $10 tee shirt fee.

RHS

RHS TTB/SSA Choirs – Offered to grades 10, 11 and 12 Course Content: This class is for any

student interested in singing in a choral setting. Prior experience in choir is not needed. Students in

this choir are required to participate in all-region and all-state auditions, and region and state choral

festivals. Students are expected to perform in up to four concerts per year in addition to the activities

listed above. Students are expected to attend a limited number of after school rehearsals. AAA

requires that choir students maintain a 2.0 GPA each semester to be eligible to participate in

competitions. Fees include a $15 uniform fee and a $10 tee shirt fee.

RHS CHAMBER CHOIR – offered to grades 11 and 12

Course Content: This class is for students with strong sight reading and/or musical abilities. It is

preferred that students placed in this choir have prior choral experience. Students will be proficient

at sight singing on level 5 on sightreadingfactory.com, and/or have excellent pitch memory and

beauty of tone. Students will be placed in this class based on an audition that is scored using a rubric.

Any student may sign up for the ttbb/ssaa choir with no requirements. Students in this choir are

required to participate in all-region and all-state auditions, and region and state choral festivals.

Students are expected to perform in four or more concerts per year in addition to the activities listed

above. Students are expected to attend a limited number of after school rehearsals. AAA requires that

choir students maintain a 2.0 GPA each semester to be eligible to participate in competitions. Fees

include a $15 uniform fee and a $10 tee shirt fee.
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RHS Chromatic- offered to grades 10-12

RHS Chromatic is a 13 member ensemble that meets completely outside of the school day, with few

exceptions. Students may audition for this ensemble in the fall of each school year. Students

interested in auditioning for this group must be currently enrolled in the RHS choir program and

demonstrate exceptional sight singing and pitch memory abilities. Students must also be able to

commit extra time for rehearsals outside of the normal school day. Normal rehearsals are at 7:00 AM

Monday through Thursday and some evening rehearsals as needed. Auditions for this group will

consist of sight reading exercises, pitch memory exercises as well as group and individual

performances for a panel of judges that includes the high school choral director. Students may also

audition specifically for sound engineer and beat box. These students must also demonstrate

exceptional singing/musical skills. All auditions will be based on a rubric.

Eligibility
All interscholastic events are governed by the Arkansas Activities Association (AAA). The full

eligibility requirements can be found at 2021-2022 AAA Handbook The AAA guidelines for eligibility

to participate in interscholastic activities are summarized as follows:

The eligibility requirements are those set forth by the Arkansas Activities Association and the State

Department of Education. Students that are not eligible can rehearse with the choir as long as they

have permission from the director. The student can rehearse, but they are not permitted to

participate in interscholastic/competitive events.

Rules are as follows: All first semester 7th and 8th grade students have no requirements to be

eligible as long as they have been promoted for any reason. Second semester 8th grade

students and first semester 9 th grade students must pass (4) academic courses the previous

semester as specified by the Arkansas Dept. of Education’s Standards for Accreditation of

Arkansas Public Schools. If you are in 10th, 11th or 12th grade you must pass (4) courses and

have a 2.0 GPA. If a student passes (4) courses but doesn’t have a 2.0 GPA, he/she can attend

SIP classes. Directors and the Music Department Chair can provide information regarding the SIP

Program.

Student Expectations

Students are expected to exhibit self-discipline and a sense of pride as a member of the RSD Choir
program. Each member represents the choral program, as well as RSD and should behave
accordingly-- in school and out of school. Students are expected to be respectful to students, parents,
and/or any adult who may be placed in charge. RSD choir students are expected to use the following
as a guide for good conduct:

● Take pride in our choir by respecting classmates, the directors, and property. Students may be
required to replace any damaged materials and/or property.

● Develop a habit of listening in all aspects of the choral classroom.
● Participate with a positive attitude.
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● Work on the development of proper vocal and choral technique. Always look for ways to
improve yourself and the group.

● Take initiative in class. Be a good example of hard-work, and self-discipline. Look for
opportunities to help your fellow students.

● Be on time for class. Be sure you are familiar with the school’s policy on tardies.
● Come to class prepared to sing and learn when class begins.
● Be willing to put the good of the choir ahead of your personal desires.

Choir Students and Social Networking

As a choir student, one is a representative of the school and community and always in the public eye.
The Music Department advises students to exercise extreme caution in their use of social networking
(i.e.; Facebook, Twitter, MySpace, YouTube, etc.). Choir students should not post inappropriate
information or pictures on social networking websites that damage or embarrass individuals, music
ensembles, the Music Department or the school.

Choir students should keep the following information in mind before participating in social
networking:

● Always represent oneself and one’s school respectfully.
● Once any text, photo, tweets, or video is placed online, it is completely out of your control,

regardless of whether you limit access to your page. Assume that everything posted is
permanent.

● Do not post information, photos, tweets or other items online that could embarrass you, your
family, your choir, the music department or school. This includes information, photos, tweets
and items that may be posted by others on their page or on your webpage.

● Do not post disrespectful comments or engage in inappropriate behavior such as the
following:

● Derogatory or defamatory language;
● Derogatory or defamatory comments about classmates, directors or the school.
● Students could face disciplinary action and even dismissal for violation of school, choir, music

department, or Arkansas Activities Association policy or rules.

Attendance

Membership in the Russellville Choral Program automatically includes ATTENDANCE AT ALL
REHEARSALS AND PERFORMANCES. The only excuses which will be acceptable for missing a rehearsal
or performance outlined on the YEARLY CALENDAR will be sickness or death in the family. Decisions
to make rare exceptions for excused absences in unusual circumstances, such as participation in
another school event, will be left to the discretion of the Choir Director and the school Principal.
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Conflicts with other school activities
Students may be involved in numerous organizations and find themselves with activities scheduled on

top of each other. The following hierarchy of events is to help give order to conflicts that arise

between organizations. The order is listed from highest priority to lowest priority.

• AAA Sanctioned State Events that have an assigned AAA calendar week

• AAA Sanctioned Conference/Region Tournaments/Region Assessments/Region Clinics that have an

assigned AAA calendar week

• AAA Sanctioned Regularly Scheduled Conference/Region events (example – regular conference

games)

• AAA Sanctioned Non-Conference/Invitational events that are on the school calendar

• Local Activities and Events that are on the School Calendar prior to the start of the school year

• Events that are not on the School Calendar at the start of the school year

• Performances/Competitions/Ballgames will take a higher priority over practice

Choir Yearly Calendars

All choir calendar dates are linked below. Each choir student is responsible for attending all events

listed.

RMS Choir Calendar 2022-2023

RJHS Choir Calendar 2023-2024

RHS Choir Calendar 2022-2023

School Policies

All choir students shall be governed by all school policies and rules and regulations that are stated in
the respective school's student handbook. Please read your handbook carefully and become familiar
with its contents. Any infraction of school policy during a choir function or event may result in the
individual being removed from their position in the choir for the remainder of the semester.

Grading

Students receive one academic credit per year for choir. Grades are based on a student’s
performance at calendar events, daily grades, rehearsals, singing tests, and written tests. Students
are responsible for making up assignments missed due to an excused absence.
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Expenses, Fundraising and Uniforms

Uniforms & Fees:

RMS:
RMS choir students are not required to pay a uniform fee. Students are required to provide their own
concert attire for each performance. Concert attire consists of black pants or skirt, white shirt and
black shoes.

RJHS:
RJHS choir students are required to pay a $10 uniform fee. Each student will be assigned a uniform
that has been purchased by the school.
Male students will be provided a black long sleeve shirt and red tie. Male students will be required to
provide black pants, black socks and black dress shoes for their concert attire.
Female students will be provided a black concert dress. Female students will be required to provide
black dress shoes.

RHS:
RHS choir students are required to pay a $15 uniform fee. Each student will be assigned a uniform
that has been purchased by the school.
Male students will be assigned a tuxedo. Male students will be required to provide black socks and
dress shoes.
Female students will be assigned a black concert dress. Female students will be required to provide
black dress shoes.

Any deviation from the uniforms listed above for each choir must be provided by the student, must be
approved by the head director, and must not distract from the uniform appearance of the entire
group.

Fundraising:

All students are encouraged to participate in the choir fundraiser because all fundraiser money
benefits the choir students. Students are not required to participate, but those who do may be
rewarded. The funds we raise are used to pay for things such as trips, music, bus transportation,
awards, and various scholarships.

Miscellaneous

Folders and Music:

Each student will be assigned several different pieces of music. Students are responsible for each
piece of music they are given. Students who destroy or lose music will be responsible for the
replacement cost of the music. The cost of music varies for each piece purchased. The general range
of cost is between $2 and $5 per piece.

Students are responsible for bringing their assigned music to class each day. Not having music for a
rehearsal may result in loss of points for the rehearsal.
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Bus trips:
The choir will take several trips which require riding a bus. Please remember that all school rules
apply when on trips. Parent chaperones will be assigned to each bus and will oversee the students on
that bus. Students are to treat each parent chaperone with the utmost respect while on trips.

● All students will ride to school events (games, performances, etc.) on a RSD bus. If there are
extenuating circumstances, please contact your building principal and director.

● If parents/guardians would like their child to ride home with them from the event, they will sign
them out at the actual event.

● If parents would like their child to ride home with someone other than the parent/guardian, parents
need to write a note to the school principal, with their phone number on the note, asking for
permission to do so, prior to students departing for the event.

● Parents need to write a separate note for each event.
● The building administrator or their designee will call parents to verify each note unless it is delivered

in person by the parent.
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PLEASE DETACH THIS SHEET AND RETURN IT TO YOUR CHOIR DIRECTOR

I/We, the parent(s) of a choir student, have read this statement of policy as regards the Russellville Choral

Program. I/We will comply with all regulations and policies as stated and will encourage my/our child to do the

same.

_______________________________________________ __________________________________________

Printed Parent Name and Date Parent Signature

_______________________________________________ __________________________________________

Printed Parent Name and Date Parent Signature

I, as a student in the Russellville Choir, have read this statement of policy as regards students in the choral

program. I do support this policy and will do all within my power to follow its guidelines.

_______________________________________________ __________________________________________

Printed Student Name Student Signature

PLEASE DETACH THIS SHEET AND RETURN IT TO YOUR CHOIR DIRECTOR
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