‘\ Policy 4.12R
RSD STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS/EQUAL ACCESS

RUSSELLVILLE sCHOOL DisTRIcT  Effective: 7/1/2022

Noncurriculum-related secondary school student organizations wishing to conduct
meetings on school premises during noninstructional time shall not be denied equal
access on the basis of the religious, political, philosophical, or other content of the
speech at such meetings. Such meetings must meet the following criteria.

1. The meeting is to be voluntary and student initiated;

2. There is no sponsorship of the meeting by the school, the government, or its
agents or employees;

3. The meeting must occur during noninstructional time;

4. Employees or agents of the school are present at religious meetings only in a
nonparticipatory capacity;

5. The meeting does not materially and substantially interfere with the orderly
conduct of educational activities within the school; and

6. Nonschool persons may not direct, conduct, control, or regularly attend activities
of student groups.

All meetings held on school premises must be scheduled and approved by the principal.
The school, its agents, and employees retain the authority to maintain order and
discipline, to protect the well-being of students and faculty, and to assure that
attendance of students at meetings is voluntary.

Fraternities, sororities, and secret societies are forbidden in the District’s schools.
Membership to student organizations shall not be by a vote of the organization’s
members, nor be restricted by the student’s race, religion, sex, national origin, or other
arbitrary criteria. Hazing, as defined by law, is forbidden in connection with initiation into,
or affiliation with, any student organization, extracurricular activity or sport program.
Students who are convicted of participation in hazing or the failure to report hazing shall
be expelled.t

I. Hazing is defined as:

A. Any willful act on or off the property of any school, college, university, or other
educational institution in Arkansas by one (1) student alone or acting with others
which is directed against any other student and done for the purpose of
intimidating the student attacked by threatening him or her with social or other
ostracism or of submitting such student to ignominy, shame, or disgrace among
his or her fellow students, and acts calculated to produce such results;
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B. The playing of abusive or truculent tricks on or off the property of any school,
college, university, or other educational institution in Arkansas by one (1) student
alone or acting with others, upon another student to frighten or scare him or her;

C. Any willful act on or off the property of any school, college, university, or other
educational institution in Arkansas by one (1) student alone or acting with others
which is directed against any other student done for the purpose of humbling the
pride, stifling the ambition, or impairing the courage of the student attacked or to
discourage him or her from remaining in that school, college, university, or other
educational institution, or reasonably to cause him or her to leave the institution
rather than submit to such acts; or

D. Any willful act on or off the property of any school, college, university, or other
educational institution in Arkansas by one (1) student alone or acting with others
in striking, beating, bruising, or maiming; or seriously offering, threatening, or
attempting to strike, beat, bruise, or maim; or to do or seriously offer, threaten, or
attempt to do physical violence to any student of any such educational institution;
or any assault upon any such student made for the purpose of committing any of
the acts, or producing any of the results, to such student as defined in this
section.

Hazing does not include customary athletic events or similar contest or competition and
is limited to those actions taken and situations created in connection with initiation into
or affiliation with an organization, extracurricular activity, or sports program.

The offense of Hazing is a Class B misdemeanor. Upon conviction of any student of the
offense of Hazing he or she in addition to any punishment imposed by the court, shall
be expelled from the Russellville School District.

Note: ! Act 1264 of 2015 created the automatic expulsion of a student for being convicted of hazing.

Cross Reference: 4.18 — PROHIBITED CONDUCT

Legal References: A.C.A. 8 6-5-201 et seq., A.C.A. § 6-21-201 et seq., 20 U.S.C. 4071 Equal Access Act, Board of Education
of the Westside Community Schools v. Mergens, 496 U.S. 226 (1990), A.C.A. § 6-18-601 et seq.
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