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TO:  Parents of Class of 2021 
From:  Richard Manley, Principal 
Date:  April 7, 2021 
RE:  Senior Activities 
 
As you know, the 2020-2021 school year has been unlike any other.  Beginning with a delayed 
opening of school in September, right up to the upcoming May 3, 2021 return to in-person 
learning, there have been many challenges and changes to schools operating during a pandemic.  
Fortunately, as I have stated previously, we are slowly, deliberately, and carefully returning to 
normality. 
 
Part of our return to normality, in addition to full in-person learning, is the careful resumption of 
end-of-year activities.  As you have probably learned, the Massachusetts Department of 
Elementary and Secondary Education has discouraged school districts from hosting proms this 
year due to the potential risks involved.  Nevertheless, there remains interest in offering students 
a senior prom at Dracut High School. 
 
For the last two months, the class advisors have researched whether a prom could be held, 
consistent with Covid 19 restrictions placed on events in Massachusetts.  The advisors have 
traveled to and inspected venues, rooms, spatial configurations, dance floor square footage, table 
sizes, and interior traffic flow patterns.  While each of these discrete factors can be addressed, 
there was no solution to allowable capacities for indoor or outdoor venues.  Research into 
whether a prom could have an “indoor/outdoor” component and combine capacities to reach 250 
was undertaken.  As you may surmise, such combinations of limited capacities are not allowed. 
 
It may be possible for the high school to host two proms, on two different nights, and reduce the 
capacity to that which is allowable under current Massachusetts Covid 19 regulations.  Although 
this possibility was earlier discussed, it is being brought to students via a survey being sent to 
senior students.  Please discuss this survey and the responses with your student.  There are many 
considerations to any such event and parents and students are asked to discuss this as a family. 
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