
Slate Valley Unified Union School District
Finance Committee Meeting

Monday, March 8, 2021
5:30 PM

Participate Virtually by Going to:
meet.google.com/xps-rofx-abt

Or By Calling (US) +1 650-667-3142 PIN: 244 329 029#

Approved Minutes

Audience Attending: Glen Cousineau, Brooke Olsen Farrell, Tim Smith, Tara Buxton, Rebeckah St.
Peter, Rick Wilson, Christine Pouliot, Cheryl Scarzello, Bonnie Lenihan, Angela Charron, Casey
O’Meara, Chris Cole

Call to Order: Glen called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.

Approval of Agenda: Tara Buxton made the motion to approve the agenda, Christine Pouliot
seconded the motion.

Approval of Minutes - February 8, 2021: Tara Buxton made the motion to approve the minutes,
Rick Wilson Seconded the motion with one spelling correction to Christine Pouliot’s name (no e on
the end).

CRF Update: Cheryl sent information.  Casey and Cheryl worked on the ESSER I grant last Friday
the 5th of March and submitted it.  It was approved today for $436,356.  Most of the grant
investments for ESSER I are similar to the CRF grant and include bus monitors, extra janitors, extra
nurses, extra substitutes etc due to COVID.  Per Cheryl the district received notification last week of
our ESSR 2 allocation in the amount of $1,860,740 which has to be spent on or before September 30,
2023.  Some of these monies might be able to be used with ventilation funds and some technology
needs in the new Middle School renovations at FHUHS. Brooke has been told that ESSER 3 funds
will also soon be available.  Tim has many questions but will revisit them at the end if there is time
after covering the agenda.

Budget Update: The Budget passes!  Cheryl sent a budget status update.  Cheryl will soon be
completing a forecast.  She is willing to answer any questions about the status update she sent out.
Cheryl hopes all Board members read her monthly Central Office report as she had concerns she
wanted to share about the E-Finance

Non-Union Salaries: Brooke is recommending that we give the non-union staff the salaries that were
included in the approved budget.  Tim wants to know why there is a change of heart from what she
recommended at the last meeting.
Negotiations with the different groups have led her to change her mind.  She is willing to go into
executive session.   She has taken the vacation days off the table.   Christine Pouliot made a motion
to go into Executive Session at 5:44 p.m., this was seconded by Tara Buxton.  Tara Buxton made a
motion to come out of Executive Session at 5:58 pm, this was seconded by Christine Pouliot with
recommendation to accept the salaries as budgeted in the 21-22 budget for the non-union staff.



Warrants: Glen Cousineau will make the motion to approve the warrants at the regular Board
meeting.  There were no questions.
Total Payments $1,554,272.13
Food Service $41,610.25
Grants $13,693.22

Agenda Building:
● Accept the Audit into the record at the next meeting
● CRF updates at the next meeting

Tim expressed concerns, he would like to see more information around the ESSER funds that are
coming in and how they are being spent. Why isn’t this money lowering our taxes?  He wants us to be
more transparent with the taxpayer. They don’t just write a check, we have to write a plan that shows
how we are paying things that are in addition to our regular budget.  Because this is federal funds, we
can not supplant and use these federal funds to bring down our local budgets.  We have to apply for
the funds, spend the funds and provide documentation of how we spend the funds, it is tracked in
separate accounting funds in the general ledger and then we get the approved grant.  The activities
must all be approved by the state and feds to be assured they are meeting the requirements of the
funds.  ESSER funds are appropriated very differently than funds of the past.  Christine has a
question, regarding the ventilation, as this was a budgeted expense in our regular budget and we
likely won’t spend it out of our regular budget then we can use it to repurpose other items or use the
unexpended regular budget for other things? Cheryl said that there  may be things now that we have
the grant up front and we know what the guidelines allow for, we can use these monies.  We have to
follow the parameters and the timing of the ESSER funds distribution.

Other: Cheryl referred to her Central Office Report for March with regard to updating the Committee
about eFinancePlus, the accounting software currently being used by Slate Valley.  Cheryl stated that
she feels, as do many other Business Managers, that e Finance is an inferior system, but it is the
system that was selected as the statewide system for school districts.  Cheryl shared a letter from
RHR Smith and Co (audit firm) that expresses concerns with the e Finance system.  The same letter
was submitted to the House Education Committee as testimony related to H.91.  Cheryl also shared
H.91 which proposes that future implementations of eFP be paused and that adoption of the Shared
School District Data Management System (eFP) becomes voluntary rather than mandatory.

Adjourn: Tara Buxton made a motion to adjourn at 6:27 p.m., this was seconded by Tim Smith.

Next SVUUSD Finance Committee Mtg. - April 5, 2021 - 5:30 p.m.


