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DRACUT PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
2063 Lakeview Avenue 

  Dracut, Massachusetts 01826 
Phone: (978) 957-2660    Fax:  (978) 957-2682 

www.dracutps.org  
 

Steven Stone  
Superintendent of Schools 
 

April 2, 2021 
 
Re: Reopening Update 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians: 
 
As we prepare for the return of full in-person learning at the elementary level, I am writing to 
provide a number of updates.   
 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS: Full in-person learning will begin this coming Monday, April 5th.  
It has been over a year since we opened our doors to full classrooms of students.  While our 
hybrid model provided for more learning opportunities than virtually the entire state, I am 
thrilled that we are shelving hybrid learning.  I would like to thank everyone who has done a 
tremendous job getting the schools ready, again.  Administrators, teacher, paraprofessionals, 
secretaries, custodians, maintenance men, and food service employees have worked tirelessly in 
anticipation of Monday’s opening.   
 
Within a few short weeks we have purchased hundreds of desks and chairs, had them delivered 
and distributed to classrooms, all while removing hundreds of tables and other furniture that have 
been put into storage.  There will be some changes to logistics in buildings and principals will 
provide building-specific information to families in the coming days.  I do want to address a 
couple of district-wide changes that may impact families. 
 
ELEMENTARY FOOD SERVICE: While learning spaces will maintain 3’ minimum distancing, 
any eating must occur with 6’ of distancing or be accommodated as we have at the elementary 
level by the use of Plexiglas barriers.  Breakfast service and snack time must be altered to 
accommodate the 6’ distancing rules.  Each school will be adapting snack time in some fashion, 
but the need to provide breakfast adds another hurdle.  Beginning Monday, breakfast meals 
will be provided to students at the end of the day so that they may be brought home and 
eaten prior to coming to school the following day.  Principals will provide additional 
information to their communities. 
 
ELEMENTARY LIVE STREAMING: The return of full in-person learning means that we will 
be moving away from live streaming on a daily basis in the schools (Remote Learning Academy 
students will continue their learning as they have all year).  Teachers will need to focus their 
energies on the much larger class sizes. 
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As currently anticipated, live streaming will only occur from school-based classrooms if a group 
of students is identified as close contacts and must quarantine based on existing guidance.  The 
exact number triggering live streaming will be generally four or more.  In all such cases, 
principals will communicate directly to affected families. 
 
The shift back to in-school instruction means teachers will be adjusting their lesson plans.  
Having to shift preparations back to a split class caused by a cluster of students identified as 
close contacts will require additional planning on the part of teachers.  As such, if a class needs 
to temporarily reengage live streaming, there will likely be a delay of a day to allow the teacher 
to anticipate and prepare appropriately.   
 
ELEMENTARY TRANSPORTATION: For families seeking to use the district’s transportation 
services, please note that amended bus routes have been placed on the district’s webpages.  
Because of seating requirements and need to manage contact tracing, the district will be 
enforcing its policy of requiring a bus pass to ride a bus.  Any requests for a bus pass should 
be directed to transportation@dracutps.org 
         
MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOLS: Surveys were conducted this past week by the Richardson 
Middle School and Dracut High School to assess how may middle and high school students 
would be returning to full in-person learning later this spring.  Those surveys have closed and 
administrators are finalizing full reopening plans for each school.  At this time, students for 
whom parents/guardians did not participate in the survey, will be assumed to be remaining 
in their current model (hybrid or full-remote).   
 
At this time, we still anticipate a full in-person reopening of the Richardson Middle School 
on Wednesday, April 28, 2021. 
 
We have also established Monday, May 3, 2021 as the tentative date for the return of full 
in-person learning for Dracut High School.  More information on the full reopening of both 
schools will be forthcoming.   
 
SENIOR ACTIVITIES: As previously discussed, an outdoor graduation ceremony is scheduled 
for Friday, June 4, 2021. 
 
Yesterday, the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) released much 
anticipated guidance related to proms.  Unfortunately, the guidance was not supportive of 
holding proms, and in fact the state is discouraging districts from supporting proms this spring.  
Principal Manley and faculty advisors have been working diligently to create celebrations for 
seniors that comply with state guidelines.  Seniors should expect communications in the coming 
days to collect feedback in an effort to arrange events this spring. 
 
POOL TESTING: We have completed four cycles of pool testing in the schools.  2,708 samples 
have been taken, resulting in the identification of 2 positive cases of COVID.   
 
At this time, the state has not changed the close contact identification guidelines (6’ distancing 
for 15 minutes).  As such, it is very likely that in the coming weeks we will see an increase in the 
number of close contacts if there is a positive case in a school.  Given the ability of pool testing 
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to identify asymptomatic cases of the virus, parents are strongly encouraged to have their 
children participate in the program.  Families interested in enrolling their children should 
contact their child’s building principal.     
 
TRAVEL ADVISORY: As you likely know, Massachusetts has reduced the travel order that has 
been in place for many months to an advisory.  The new Travel Advisory states the following: 
 

• As of Monday, March 22, all visitors entering Massachusetts, including returning 
residents, are advised to quarantine for 10 days upon their arrival.  

• Travelers are exempt from this advisory if they have a negative COVID-19 test result that 
has been administered up to 72 hours prior to their arrival in Massachusetts.  If not 
obtained before entry to Massachusetts, a test may be obtained after arrival, as long as 
travelers quarantine until a negative test result has been received. 

• Anyone who is returning to Massachusetts after an absence of fewer than 24 hours is 
exempt from this advisory. 

• Workers who enter Massachusetts to perform critical infrastructure functions 
(as specified by the Federal Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency) are 
exempt from this advisory while they are commuting to or from or while at work. 

• Travelers who are fully vaccinated (i.e. who have received two doses of either the 
Moderna or Pfizer COVID-19 vaccines OR who have received a single dose of the 
Johnson & Johnson vaccine, 14 days or more ago) and who do not have symptoms are 
exempt from this advisory. 

 
As we return to full in-person learning, it is imperative that we maintain our momentum 
and give students an opportunity to have a spring with as few disruptions as possible.  
Parents are urged, in the strongest possible terms, to be vigilant and limit exposure to 
circumstances that could cause their child and their classmates to have to miss school. 
 
As always, if you have any questions about the shift to full in-person learning, please feel free to 
contact a building principal.  If you have any questions about the district’s approach to the 
ongoing health emergency, please feel free to contact me directly. 
 

#MIDDIEPRIDE 
 
 

Sincerely,  

         
Steven Stone 
Superintendent of Schools  


