
Early Childhood Connections ~ FEBRUARY 2023 

February Important Dates 

               

 

                       USD 489 Early Childhood Connections is now 

                  accepting enrollments for the Hays, Ellis and Russell                                                                                        

                    Preschool Classrooms for the 2023-2024 school 

                Year.  Child must be three by August 31, 2023  to enroll. 

                Call today to get more information about eligibility. 

          785-623-2430 

NOW ENROLLING 

Newsletter 
Parents as Teachers      Early Head Start      Head Start 

1                  9:30– 10:30 am                    Hays Playgroup at Hays Public Library 

1                  10:00-11:00 am                     Russell Playgroup at Russell Library  

7                                                                SPRING PICTURES  

8               10:00 -11:00 am                     La Leche League at Cross Point Church 

10                8:15-9:15 am                      Parent Committee 

14                                                               Wear Pink or Red  

20                                                               In-Service No School 

24                 9:00-10:00 am                       Playgroup at La Crosse Barnard Library 



Not sure how to choose books to read aloud to 
your child?  The Office of Head Start has pulled 
together a list of tips for choosing books that will 
appeal to infants and toddlers.  For example, if 
your child is an infant, choose books with large 
and simple pictures that have only one picture per 
page. 

















Access 2022 Tax Credits 

EITC- Earned Income Tax Credit 

EITC is a benefit for workers with low to moderate income. To qualify, an individual must meet spe-
cific requirements and file a tax return. If a family owes taxes, EITC can reduce the amount they owe. 
In other instances, EITC may provide a refund even if a family does not owe taxes. Individuals must 
file a tax return and claim the tax credit to receive it. 

Maximum Qualifying Income by Filing Status and Number of Qualifying Children Claimed (2022 Tax 
Year) 

The maximum amount of earned income credit an individual can receive for the tax year 2022 is: 

$6,935 with three or more qualifying children 

$6,164 with two qualifying children 

$3,733 with one qualifying child 

 

Child Tax Credit and Credit for Other Dependents 

The Child Tax Credit helps families with qualifying children afford the costs of raising children. For 
tax year 2022, people with children under the age of 17 may be eligible to claim a credit of up to 
$2,000 per qualifying dependent, and $1,500 of that credit may be refundable. 

Families with dependents who don't qualify for the Child Tax Credit may be able to claim the Credit 
for Other Dependents. The maximum credit amount is $500 for each dependent who meets certain 
conditions. 

Child and Dependent Care Credit 

The Child and Dependent Care Credit is intended to offset the cost of child care. Families may    
qualify for the credit if they paid expenses for the care of their qualifying child under age 13 to      
enable them to work or actively look for work. 

Free Tax Services  

The Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) program offers free tax help to people who make 
$60,000 or less, persons with disabilities, and limited English-speaking taxpayers who need             
assistance in preparing their tax returns. Families can usually find VITA sites in community and   
neighborhood centers, libraries, schools, shopping malls, and other convenient locations. Many VITA 
sites offer virtual or “drop-off” tax return preparation. To locate an open site near you, use the VITA 
Locator Tool, GetYourRefund.org, or call (toll-free) 800-906-9887. 

The IRS Free File offers many online resources and tax help. Find tax forms, instructions and        
publications, online payment options, and more. Individuals can even prepare and file their federal 
income tax online for free. 

Please visit the following website for more information. 

 
https://www.irs.gov/credits-deductions/individuals/earned-income-tax-credit-eitc?
cid=6765ebde25142ad892beecef720767b1 

https://hendall.cmail20.com/t/j-l-eljfhl-buyhuxli-h/
https://hendall.cmail20.com/t/j-l-eljfhl-buyhuxli-u/
https://hendall.cmail20.com/t/j-l-eljfhl-buyhuxli-o/
https://hendall.cmail20.com/t/j-l-eljfhl-buyhuxli-o/
https://hendall.cmail20.com/t/j-l-eljfhl-buyhuxli-b/
https://hendall.cmail20.com/t/j-l-eljfhl-buyhuxli-n/
https://hendall.cmail20.com/t/j-l-eljfhl-buyhuxli-p/
https://hendall.cmail20.com/t/j-l-eljfhl-buyhuxli-p/
https://hendall.cmail20.com/t/j-l-eljfhl-buyhuxli-x/
https://hendall.cmail20.com/t/j-l-eljfhl-buyhuxli-m/
https://www.irs.gov/credits-deductions/individuals/earned-income-tax-credit-eitc?cid=6765ebde25142ad892beecef720767b1
https://www.irs.gov/credits-deductions/individuals/earned-income-tax-credit-eitc?cid=6765ebde25142ad892beecef720767b1




Family Activity Night  
Early Childhood Connections programs are              
responsible for facilitating and seeking the               
engagement of families of participating children in    
activities designed to help families become full      
partners in the education of their children.  Your input    
ensures that the program achieves the goals of       
engaging families and communities to support families 
and boost children’s school readiness.  If you are     
interested in helping plan our future FAN please    
contact your child's teacher.  

Helping your child prepare for Kindergarten  

USD # 489 Kindergarten teachers have shared recently that many students who are 

entering Kindergarten lack the hand muscles and strength to properly do many of the 

tasks asked of them throughout the school day. Together, our school readiness    

committee has complied several ideas that you can use at home to help ensure the 

development of your child’s fine motor skills.  You can find fun and simple tasks to 

help such skills develop in the video links below ☺ 

Thank you for your time and dedication to promote school readiness skills. 

 

Fine Motor skills for Infant and Toddlers  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_7iTja7x4oo   

Fine Motor skills for Preschoolers 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cL2i2oz6fpQ  

Fine Motor skills for Kindergartners   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IIFSCew7SJk  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_7iTja7x4oo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cL2i2oz6fpQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IIFSCew7SJk

