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Connections Central Office  

(Building 1) 
2501 East 13th Street 
Hays, KS 67601 
785-623-2430 
FAX: 785-623-2432 

Hays Classrooms 

2501 East 13th Street 
Hays, KS 67601 
785-623-2430 

Russell Classroom 

Simpson Elementary School 
1323 N. Main Street 
Russell, KS 67665 
785-483-6180 

Ellis Classroom 

Washington Grade School 
100 E. 13th Street 
Ellis, KS 67637 
785-726-3136 

 

 

www.usd489connections.com 

 

Our Mission 

Our mission is empowering families to live the possibilities 
by nurturing children, family and community connections. 

 

Our Goals 

• Children are ready for school and sustained development 
and learning. 

 Families are engaged in their child’s education and with 
their own personal growth and development. 

 Management systems promote school  
readiness and sustained development and learning. 

 Community partnerships are developed and  
strengthened to meet the needs of children and families.  

MISSION & GOALS CONTACT INFO 
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3 to 5 Preschool 

The Connections 3 to 5 Preschool is designed to provide children and 
families with comprehensive services to meet the needs of children 
and their families.  The program includes five major components: 
Education, Health (including medical, dental, nutrition, and mental 
health), Family Engagement, Social Services and Special Needs. 
 
Funding for the Connections 3-5 preschool comes from a Federal Head 
Start as well as State Pre-Kindergarten and Kansas Early Childhood 
Block Grants.  
 
The needs of children in different communities vary considerably. To 
most effectively serve these needs, each Connections program is 
individualized. That is why our program is governed by a local Policy 
Council.  Parents are a child’s first and most important teacher.  Parent 
involvement in Connections activities is welcomed and encouraged!  

Childhood Connections serves people regardless of race, creed or color, including those with special needs.  Prenatal to 5 Connections staff offer 
families support as they identify and meet their own goals, nurture the development of their children in the context of their family and culture, 
and advocate for communities that are supportive of children and families of all cultures. 

PROGRAM DESCRIPTIONS 

0 to 3 Services  

In addition to 3 to 5 Preschool services, the Connections Program also 
provides services to pregnant mothers and families with children ages 
birth to three through the Early Head Start and Parents as Teacher 
Program. 

Early Head Start (EHS) serves pregnant mothers as well as children 
through age three.  Parents have the option of center-based, family 
child care or home-based services.  Parent Educators meet with home-
based parents weekly. Center-based and child care families receive 
monthly contacts.  The primary focus of the program is child 
development, parenting, goals to strengthen the family and self-
sufficiency.  EHS is open to families who meet income-eligibility in Ellis, 
Rush, Russell and Rooks County.   

Parents as Teachers (PAT) is a child development/parenting/family 
services program for pregnant women and families with a child 
between birth through Kindergarten.  Parent Educators meet with 
parents once to twice a month in their home.  The primary focus is 
child development and parenting and is open to eligible families that 
live in the Hays School District.  

If you are interested in EHS or PAT services for your younger children, 
please call 785-623-2430 for more information. 

 

 

 

Younger Siblings? 

Call 623-2430 for more information about 

services for pregnant women and young 

children birth to age three! 
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Parent & Community Support 
Connections needs the support of each child’s family and members of 
the community in order to operate each year.  A federal grant provides 
80% of funds to the Head Start portion of our program.  The remaining 
20% is obtained local through “in-kind” donations.  In-Kind 
contributions come from parent and community participation in the 
form of donated time, services, supplies or funding.  Families and 
other community members have multiple opportunities to participate 
and contribute towards meeting our goal.   

They can: 

• Serve on Policy Council 

• Serve on Parent Committee 

• Serve on the Health Advisory Committee 

• Serve as a bus monitor 

• Be a field trip chaperone 

• Serve on the School Readiness Committee 

• Provide a training or share a skill with children or parents 

• Work at home with their child on home activities provided by the 
school 

FAMILY ENGAGEMENT 
Parent Engagement 

Parents, as their child’s most important advocate, are encouraged to 
be engaged in their child’s education.  Recognizing that parent 
engagement is an ongoing process from parent to parent, a variety of 
opportunities are provided to encourage parent participation.   

These opportunities include: 

• Contribute to their child’s individual goal development by 
completing a developmental checklist at the beginning of the 
school year. 

• Participate in curriculum goals through home activities. 

• Participate in literacy activities. 

• Volunteer in the classroom. 

• Participate in home visits and parent/teacher conferences through 
the year. 

• Ensure that children attend class on a regular basis. 

• Communicate with classroom staff about home events that may 
effect the child’s classroom performance. 

• Participate in Family Activity Nights and other parent activities. 

• Participate in parent and child activities in the classroom. 

• Visit the classroom during mealtime. 
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Family Activity Night 

Family Activity Nights (FAN) are held multiple times a year and are 
open to all families in the Connections program.  They are excellent 
opportunities for families to have fun together and learn new things.  
Each FAN Club will have money for guest speakers, snacks, supplies 
and childcare if needed. In some cases, mileage may be reimbursed. 

Get involved, help plan your center’s events and attend regularly! 

 
What Is Policy Council?   

Policy Council is an elected group made up of Connections parents and 
community members. It meets approximately once a month. 

Policy Council participates in decisions regarding staff, policies, self-
assessment, and other matters affecting our local Connections 
program. 

This is an opportunity to be an active, contributing member of a team 
working to meet the needs of Hays/Ellis/Russell/Rooks/Home Based 
Connections families. 

Mileage and childcare may be reimbursed for parents serving on Policy 
Council. 

 

Parent Committee 

Our program values input from parents/guardians.  Every parent/
guardian is encouraged to participate.  Parent Committee is similar to a 
PTO at an elementary school.  Members assist with activities that 
support teachers and students. 

FAMILY ENGAGEMENT 
Social Media 

There are several ways that the Connections program communicates 
with parents.  One of the most useful means of communication is 
through social media.   

Facebook:  Be sure to find and like us on Facebook under, “Early 
Childhood Connections”.  We post information on current happenings, 
events and fun posts about the different activities happening in the 
classroom. 

Text:  At enrollment you had the option to participate in a text alert 
program.  

See Saw App:  This is a great way to stay engaged with your child’s 
classroom and communicate with staff.  Teachers use this app to share 
daily reports, pictures, videos, songs and books, news and 
announcements with parents in their classroom.  There is no cost to 
families for this app. 

Online Resource Directory:  An online human services resource for 
those in need of assistance in Ellis County and surrounding areas 
include: http://elliscountykshelp.com/  and http://
www.kansastowns.us/hays.html 

District Website:  Connections has a page on the district website at 
www.usd489connections.com.  You can find program descriptions, 
calendar, news, staff information and program documents. 

 

We will not release information, including pictures, of your 
child on our social media sites without your permission.  
Parents sign a release at enrollment that either allows or 
prohibits posting information about their child on social media, 
but please visit with your child’s teacher to make sure your 
wishes are followed in this matter. 

 

http://elliscountykshelp.com/
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FAMILY SERVICES 
What Is A Family Home Visit? 

Connections staff will normally plan to visit your home approximately 
once a month during the school year. The purpose of the visit is to get 
to know each other better and to exchange information on a regular 
basis. During this time, we may discuss questions and concerns, 
community resources, your family goals and celebrations as well as 
your child’s education development and learning. While visits can 
prove to be a great opportunity to share with your child’s teacher or 
the family advocate, they are voluntary. 

Typically, the first home visit will take place in August before your child 
even begins school. The last visit usually takes place near the end of 
the year and staff will share ideas for summer home activities. If your 
child is going into kindergarten, the family advocate will have valuable 
information at the last home visit which will help make that transition 
smoother. 

Other visits may take place during the school year. 

 

 

Tips for Family Visits 

Keep the following tips in mind to make family visits a more enjoyable 
experience. 

• Relax!  We just want to get to know you better. 

• Make a list of what you would like to talk to staff about. 

• Don’t be surprised if your child is overly “excited” during the visit. 
Children love for their teachers to visit them. Staff expect this to 
happen and are used to it.  

• If you are not comfortable with the staff visiting your home, other 
sites can be arranged. Visits can be made in your yard, on your 
porch, or somewhere else, such as a restaurant. 

• The purpose of family visits is to get to know your family and your 
child. We will also provide resource information, track health 
requirements, monitor family goals, and update you on your child's 
progress. 

When teachers get to know their 

students and their families, the 

parents become powerful advocates in 

their children's education. Family visits 

can give teachers the insight they need 

to help all students succeed.  
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FAMILY SERVICES 
Is My Family Information Confidential? 
Information shared by families with Connections will be held in strict 
confidence. No information is shared with an outside agency or person 
without a signed release form from you. 

Is My Child Safe? 
Custody:  To ensure that Connections is in compliance with any court 
orders pertaining to custody of your child, we require a certified copy 
of the current custody order. We keep this information confidential 
and solely for the safety and well-being of your child. If a new custody 
order is issued or if a restraining order has been issued against either 
parent, we will also need this information on file. It is our policy to 
remain neutral in all custody matters.  The Connections classroom may 
not serve as a visitation site. 

Fire & Tornado:  Fire & tornado drill procedures are posted on the 
classroom door leading to the hall.  Fire drills are conducted monthly 
& tornado drills are conducted three times a year. 

 

What About Child Abuse and Neglect?Connections 

staff strive to have a close working relationship with you and your 
family. We can assist you in finding resources to help you with 
parenting or stress management needs such as classes, work shops 
and counseling. 

Connections is a mandatory reporting agency. That means both 
Federal and State law require Connections staff to report any 
suspected child abuse and neglect to Department of Children & 
Families (DCF). We will try to discuss our concerns with you unless we 
feel the child might be in immediate danger. 

The Kansas Department for Children and families pro-

vides an online service guide for Kansans.  This guide 

provides a vast array of services and assistance  and 

can be found online at: http://www.dcf.ks.gov/Pages/

default.aspx 

Kansas Protection Report Center 

1-800-922-5330 
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Before School Begins 
Prior to your child’s first day of school, families have two important 
events to get on their calendars!  Both of these events will help your 
child transition and be more successful the first day of school. 

The first Education Family visit will be scheduled with the lead teacher 
during Parent Orientation.  The purpose of this visit is for your child to 
meet his/her teacher in the environment where they feel the most 
safe...in their own home.  It is also a chance for each family to meet 
their child’s teacher and to begin a trusting partnership between the 
family and our program.  Specific information related to the child’s 
classroom will be shared.  In addition, the family and teacher will work 
together and develop individual goals for the child(ren). 

“Meet and greet” allows children and families to come to the 
classroom prior to the first day of school.  This visit provides an 
opportunity for families to meet the two teacher assistants who will be 
with their child every day.  In addition, children will get a chance to 
explore their new class and build some initial sense of awareness and 
safety. 
 

EDUCATION 
How Do I Prepare My Child  
for the First Day of School? 

Whether your child is preparing for Preschool or Kindergarten it is 
important that we do all we can to ease those starting-school jitters. 

• Enthusiasm is contagious. If you convey confidence and 
anticipation, your child is more likely to be comfortable with 
beginning his/her new school. 

• Start a daily routine a few weeks before school begins and involve 
your child in the process of choosing his/her clothes, bookbag, etc. 

• Prepare yourself. Pay attention to how your child reacts to 
separation so you’ll know what to expect on that first day of 
school. 

• Always say good-bye. Be loving & reassuring as you leave. 

 

 

What Should My Child Wear? 
• Wash and wear clothing that can get dirty. 

• Tennis shoes are good footwear for running, climbing and playing 
outdoors. (Flip-flops and cowboy boots are not) 

• Clothing that they can manage themselves. (Bib overalls are diffi-
cult for children to manage.) 

• Jackets and clothing with large zippers. 

• Clothing appropriate for the weather, because your child will go 
outside nearly every day. 
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EDUCATION 
First Day of School 

Full-day classrooms arrival time is from 7:50 to 8:00 and dismissal time 
is from 3:20 to 3:30.   

Morning session only arrival time is from 7:50-8:00 and dismissal is 
from 11:20-11:30.  Afternoon session only arrival time is from 11:50 to 
12:00 and dismissal is from 3:20 to 3:30. 

There are no school supplies that need to be brought to school, but if 
possible, we do request that each child bring a bookbag to school each 
day.  Important papers will come home for you in your child’s 
bookbag. 

In addition, on the first day of school, each child will need a complete 
change of clothing brought to the classroom.  This change of clothing 
helps to make sure your child stays dry and comfortable in those 
moments when they did not get to the bathroom on time or when the 
occasional “spilled milk” happens. 

Please make write your child’s name on their bookbag, coat/hat/
gloves (when cooler weather begins) and on their change of clothing 
items left at school. 

 

Sign In/Sign Out 

In order to assure the safety of every child, all preschool children must 
be brought to the classroom by their parent/guardian/adult.  Upon 
entering the room, the adult will initial a ‘sign-in’ sheet to indicate 
that they have brought the child to school. 

Any individual signing in/out a student must be listed as an emergency 
contact in that child’s file and must be 18 years of age or older unless 
a release is signed by the parent/guardian. 

School Visitation 

We welcome families in the classroom.  It is typically best to arrange 
childcare for younger siblings so the parent/guardian’s full attention 
can be given to their preschool child.  If you would like to spend time 
with your child during mealtime, please visit your child’s teacher at 
least one day prior so arrangements can be made with kitchen staff 
for adequate food preparation. 

A specific procedure is in place for all visitors (including parents) to the 
Hays School System: 

• Visitors must go directly to the front office upon entering building. 

• A visitor tag will be issued from the school secretary. 

• A visitor tag must be worn while in the building 

• Upon leaving, visitors checkout through the main office leaving the 
visitor tag. 

For security purposes, schools require everyone in the building to be 
identifiable with a current ID at all times while school is in session. If 
you have any questions regarding this procedure, please check at the 
front office. 
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EDUCATION 
What Will My Child's Day Be Like?  
Each classroom has a regular daily schedule that is posted in the 
classroom along with the daily lesson plan. Classroom schedules will 
differ slightly, but all classrooms include the following activities: 

• Arrival: Children and parents are greeted by staff, children put        
personal belongings away, go to the bathroom, wash hands, and 
join in arrival activity.  

• Meal time and tooth brushing: After washing hands, children and 
staff set the table, eat together “family-style” and serve 
themselves. Meal time is a valuable time for children to work on 
table manners, learn about nutrition, practice language and social 
skills.  

• Large Group: During large group, children engage in music  and 
motor activities which help put their brains in an optimal learning 
state. The focus of large group is also to intentionally build a sense of 
community known as  their  school   family.  

• Small Group: Children will enjoy two to three small group activities 
during the day. One of these small groups  will be small group 
reading while the other small groups will focus on activities/projects 
that are  of  interest  to  the  children  and  are used  to  build  their  school  
readiness  skills. 

 

  

• Worktime: Children choose  from  a variety  of  activities  in  various 
learning  centers  including:  blocks, dramatic play, sand/water table, 
art center, painting easel, table toys, science activities, library, 
computer, math and literacy activities. This part of the day lasts from 
45 minutes to an hour of uninterrupted time. During this time, 
teachers intentionally weave  learning  into the children's play.  Your 
child may be thoroughly engaged in building  a "dinosaur castle" with 
his/her friends and teacher ... and will  never realize that he/she just 
had   a lesson in friendship skills, shapes and  positional words! 

 
• Outside Time: Children practice important physical skills by climbing 

on equipment, riding tricycles, playing in sandboxes, running, 
swinging, or playing with other equipment such as hoops  and balls. 
This part of the day is important for your child's learning  and school 
readiness because the   best  exercise for  the  brain is exercise!  

 
• Snack: Children help with the preparation of snack, as well as 

setting the table and clean-up.  Snack provides opportunities to 
practice many of the same skills that meal times do. 

 
• Preparation to go home:  Children are encouraged to be 

independent in gathering their belongings, book bags and putting 
on their own coats. 

 

 

Routines provide the two key ingredients necessary  

for learning: relationships and repetition.  
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EDUCATION 

Developmentally Appropriate Practice 
Your children’s experiences in a Connections classroom may be very 
different form your own experiences as a student. Connections 
classrooms have a wide variety of activity. Children are moving, 
talking, playing and exploring. Credible research clearly shows that 
young children learn much better through play and exploration than 
they do through just listening to someone talk or doing a worksheet. 
 
Developmentally Appropriate simply means the classroom 
environment and experiences are in tune with what young children 
like and are able to do.  The younger a child is, the more important it 
is that their learning experience be relevant and interesting to them.  
We design our program to fit the child.  It works a lot better than 
trying to redesign children! 

What is School Readiness? 
In very broad terms, school readiness occurs when “children are ready 
for school, families are ready to support their children’s learning, and 
schools are ready for children.”  

The School Readiness Committee is made up of local kindergarten 
teachers, parents and Connections’ teachers/staff.  One purpose of 
this group has been to identify skills across different developmental 
domains that are the most critical to early success in kindergarten.  
These critical skills are called our School Readiness Goals.  Once these 
goals were developed, they were approved by each of the receiving 
school districts.  At parent orientation, a copy of our School Readiness 
Goals is provided and will be discussed with families throughout the 
year beginning with the first education family visit. 

 

Curriculum Partnership 

Your child’s school readiness is a partnership where everyone’s role is 
important. Classrooms will be implementing a research-based 
curriculum called Frog Street.  During the first family visit and 
throughout the year, you will work with your child’s teacher to 
establish individual goals.  Classroom staff will provide regular 
activities to promote progress on your child’s goals. They will also 
work with you to develop easy ways to use your family’s everyday 
routines to aid your child’s progress on his/her goals.  

Parents play an important role in monitoring and tracking their child’s 
progress.  Sharing observations of new things your child is doing at 
home will be helpful in assessing your child’s development and 
progress.  

 

(Curriculum Partnership Continued) You can bring in items that your 
child has done at home which will be added to your child’s portfolio at 
school. Examples of portfolio items could include a pretend shopping 
list your child made or a picture they drew.  What may look like 
random lines and scribbling, actually demonstrates emerging literacy 
and fine motor skills!  

Check your weekly newsletter for activities that can increase your 
child’s school readiness!  
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EDUCATION 
Parent-Teacher Conferences 

The positive connection between home and school is crucial to a 
child’s well-being and success in a school environment. Four times a 
year, you will have the opportunity to visit with your child’s teacher to 
collaboratively discuss your child’s development on school readiness 
goals and to plan together how best to support your child’s continued 
progress.  Specific dates and times will be included in your classroom 
newsletter. 

Conferences can be a fascinating look at your child’s growth through 
the eyes of another caring adult - your child’s teacher!  Below are 
some suggestions to help you prepare and participate in a successful 
meeting with your child’s teacher. 

Before the meeting, you may want to think about….. 

• What progress or changes have I seen in my child this year? 

• What other changes or growth would I like to see for my child? 
• Are there any events or circumstances in my child’s life that the 

school should be aware of? (i.e. new siblings, new people in our 
home, a possible move for your family…) 

 
During the meeting, you may want to ask…. 

• What progress has my child made at school? 

• What do you see as my child’s strengths? 

• What specific areas would you like to see more growth in? 

• How do you plan to meet my child’s goals at school? 
• How can I help my child with these goals at home? 
 
After the meeting, be sure to contact your child's teacher if new 
questions, celebrations, or concerns arise.  When parents and teachers 
work together as a team, it is the children who are the winners!! 

  

Regular Attendance Is Important! 

We encourage the regular attendance for all enrolled Connection’s 
children.  Regular attendance is closely tied with your child’s progress 
and school readiness.  If your child is going to be absent from class, it 
is important to notify the office prior to 7:30 am for all day or morning 
sessions.  For children attending the afternoon sessions, the office 
must be called by 8:30 am. 

If there is a planned absence, such as a doctor’s appointment, notify 
the classroom staff prior to the day of the appointment.  If your child is 
unexpectedly absent and the office has not been contacted, a staff 
member  will attempt to make contact with you within one hour of the 
start of class to ensure your child's well-being. If we are unable to make 
contact with you and your child is absent the following day, classroom 
staff will conduct a home visit before the end of the day to ensure the well
-being of the child. 

If attendance becomes irregular or low,  a staff member will contact you to 
address the issue. In addition to our center-based classrooms, there is 
also a homebased option for families when the daily schedule of a 
school setting is too difficult to meet. 

  

 

Call the Office! 

If your child will be absent, please call 

the office and let them know as soon as 

possible. 
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EDUCATION 
What Will My Child Learn? 
You may have heard someone say “All the children do at Connections 
is play.” Research shows that in a high-quality early childhood 
classroom, there is supposed to be a lot of play! Through play, 
children construct meaningful knowledge of the world around them. 
Highly skilled teachers facilitate the children’s skill development and 
higher level thinking skills in the natural context of play. In essence, a 
child’s play is their work! 

Connections believes that social skills are among the most important 
skills children should develop. Through lots of play experiences with  
other children in the Connections classroom, your child can learn skills 
such as cooperation, taking turns, sharing and problem-solving. 
Children who develop good social skills feel good about themselves 
and their abilities to participate in both home and school tasks. 

Your child will get lots of practice developing important 
communication skills through the many opportunities to talk with 
children and adults in the classroom. Physical skills are developed 
through movement experiences both indoors and outdoors. 

In addition your child will learn important health practices such as 
tooth brushing, hand washing and good nutrition. 

 

What Are Portfolios? 
Throughout the year, classroom staff will be collecting items for your 
child's portfolio.  Teachers will share the portfolio with you during 
parent-teacher conferences. The items in the portfolio provide 
concrete examples of the progress your child has made over time.  
They will also show your child’s interests and strengths, that have 
been observed in the classroom. 

 

 

(Portfolios Continued)  Some of the items you might expect to see in 
your child’s portfolio include: 

• Writing samples 

• Drawings and Artwork 

• Photos of your child engaged in learning activity 

• Observations written by the teachers which reveal your child’s 
specific skills, concepts, vocabulary and interactions.  

Portfolios are an important part of the assessment of your child’s 
progress.  Many times, parents will see samples of these items 
through their child’s play at home such as a pretend grocery list or a 
drawing the child made of the family pet.  These are wonderful items 
to bring to school and share with your child’s teacher!  Items from 
home will be added to the child’s portfolio to help provide a better 
picture of the child’s current skill development.   
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EDUCATION 
Social Skills & Behavior 
It is common for family members to wonder how inappropriate 
behavior is handled at the school.  First, our teachers are able to 
prevent many misbehaviors because they understand that children 
respond best in a safe environment with a consistent and predictable 
routine.  They also understand that sharing, taking turns and playing 
cooperatively are skills that young children are learning at this age.  
These skills are purposefully taught through our curriculum.  Because 
conflict is always a possibility anytime two individuals interact, 
children are also taught how to handle themselves when a conflict 
occurs (such as over a toy). 

Using an approach known as Conscious Discipline, these conflicts are 
viewed by the teachers as an opportunity to teach a life skills verses 
being a misbehavior.  Conscious Discipline uses these daily conflicts to 
teach character development, social skills, self-control and conflict 
resolution.  Children are purposefully taught how to identify and 
handle their own feelings and are encouraged to use specific words to 
express their feelings and needs. 

Occasionally, a child may become so upset over a situation that he/
she may have difficulty handling their feelings.  Each classroom has a 
Safe Place available for children who need some extra support in 
calming and regaining composure.  The Safe Place has a variety of 
soothing materials and children are purposefully taught techniques 
they can use to help return to a calm state.  Once the child has 
regained composure, the teacher will support the child as he/she 
works toward a solution to the problem that was being encountered.  
Reaching a solution strengthens the child’s self-image by handling 
hard situations and allows the issue to end as a positive experience. 

 

(Social Skills and Behavior Continued)  If a child needs additional 
support in developing the skills that lead to appropriate behavior, the 
teaching staff and parent will work together to develop a plan to 
facilitate the child’s progress in this area.  If needed, the school 
psychologist or Early Childhood Mental Health Consultant, may also be 
asked to provide additional support through consultation. 

Emergency Safety Intervention (ESI) 
K.A.R. 92-42-1© defines an emergency safety intervention (ESI) as “the 
use of seclusion or physical restraint when a student presents an im-
mediate danger to self or others. Violent action that is destructive of 
property my necessitate the use of an emergency safety intervention.” 

K.A.R. 91-42-2(a)(3) requires that whenever an ESI is used the parent
(s)/guardian(s) must be informed in writing within two school days. 
Email meets the definition of notification by writing.  

Children who develop good social skills 

feel good about themselves and their  

abilities to participate in both home 

and school tasks. 
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EDUCATION 
What About Outdoor Play? 
The children play outside everyday. The only exception is if the actual 
temperature or wind chill temperature is below 20 degrees Fahrenheit 
or if it is raining or snowing. 

Please remember that during cold weather, your child needs warm 
clothing such as insulated snow boots, a warm coat, hat and mittens. 
(Please put your child’s name on these items so classroom staff can 
make sure each child gets home with their own things.) 

If a previously ill child is healthy enough to return to school, we 
strongly  encourage the child to go outside. There are many healthful 
benefits a properly dressed child can gain from the outside air. 
Children may remain indoors if a physician’s statement is presented 
stating the child is well enough to come to school, but not well enough 
to play outdoors. 

What if the Weather is Bad? 
Connections will be open except in the most extreme weather 
conditions. Listen to one of your local radio stations to hear if school 
has been cancelled. The Connections office will also be closed when 
school is cancelled due to severe weather. 

• If USD 489 cancels school, Hays classes will also be cancelled. 

• If USD 407 cancels school, the Russell classroom will be cancelled. 

• If USD 388 cancels school, Ellis classes will also be cancelled. 

• If you live in another school district (ex:Victoria), and your school 
district has closed, buses will not run to your area. 

In the event a session is dismissed early due to severe weather, your 
child will be taken to their drop off site if they ride the bus. For 
children who do not ride the bus, attempts will be made to contact 
families or alternate emergency names to have the child picked up. 

Outdoor Time is Important! 

Children will have outdoor playtime every 

day unless the temperature is below 20 

degrees or is raining or snowing. 

Why Aren’t Holidays Celebrated? 

We have many different cultures and faiths represented in our 
classrooms. Often in traditional classrooms, one holiday is taken for 
granted while others are ignored. Taking classroom time to celebrate 
holidays means taking time away from important classroom work. It 
also means taking the celebration away from families. Many of our 
families have religious beliefs that go against the celebration of certain 
holidays.  

We believe holidays and traditions are unique to every family and are 
best taught in the home. Of course, children may still talk about their 
holiday activities which are taking place in their homes.  We also 
encourage classroom visits to share your favorite family traditions. 
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EDUCATION 
Will There Be Meals at School? 
Children enrolled in half-day sessions will receive breakfast and a 
snack (morning session) or lunch and a snack (afternoon session). 
Children enrolled in the full-day session will receive breakfast, lunch 
and an afternoon snack.   

At Connections, meals are served “family style”. This means adults and 
children sit together at tables in small groups. The food is passed in 
serving bowls and each person “helps themselves”. Children are 
encouraged to use good manners and learn hygienic and safe food 
practices, such as not using a utensil that dropped to the floor. 

We encourage the children to eat the meals that are prepared for 
them. A child who has already eaten is expected to still come to the 
table and may have a difficult time sitting through another meal.  
Therefore, we ask that children not eat prior to coming to 
Connections. 

Children will serve themselves and pour their own beverages, so do 
not be surprised if they do this at home. We do not discipline for 
normal childhood mishaps such as spilling. 

We do not force a child to eat, reward for eating well, nor do we 
employ the “clean plate club”. Forcing children to eat, or using dessert 
or other foods as reward or punishment, may cause problem eaters or 
undesirable associations with food. 

Help Us Avoid Wasting Food! 
When your child will be absent from 

school for the day, it is very important 

you contact the school so meals aren’t 

prepared for absent children.  Uneaten 

meals are an unwanted expense for the 

program. 

If your child attends the morning or full 

day session, call the school and leave a 

message on the answering machine prior 

to 7:00 am.  If your child attends the 

afternoon session, call the school prior to 

8:30am. 

School Lunch is Important.  A vast body of research shows that improved nutrition in schools leads to increased 
focus and attention, improved test scores and better classroom behavior.  
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HEALTH SERVICES 
What Are The Health Requirements? 

Connections wants healthy children. In order to assure that they are, 
health requirements are important! Health requirements refer not 
only to an initial dental and physical exam, but also to the annual 
exam due the following year if your child is in the program two years. 
If any treatment is needed as a result of the dental exam or physical, 
the Federal Head Start program requires that the treatment be 
tracked and documented when completed. Healthy children are ready 
to learn! Although it is your responsibility to fulfill these requirements 
and turn in the documentation to the office or classroom, Connections 
staff are available to help if needed. Funds have been set aside to 
cover health services, but may be used only after all community 
resources and third party payments (insurance and Kancare) have 
been used. 

Health Requirements Include: 

Initially: Physical/Well Child Check or Kan Be Healthy 
  Dental Exam 
  Hemoglobin 
  Lead Screen 
  TB questionnaire/TB Skin Test 
  Current Immunizations/Flu Shot 
  Developmental & Social Emotional Screening 
 
Annually: Physical Exam 
  Dental Exam 
  Current Immunizations/Flu Shot 
 

Who Can Give My Child Medication? 
For Connections children who will be in the classroom for half day, 
there will be a minimum of medications given at school because they 
are only here for 3 1/2 hours and most medications can be given prior 
to or after school. Exceptions to this will be children needing 
medication on an as needed basis (Example: Inhalers & Epipens).  

For Connections children that will be in the classroom full day, some 
medications may be need to be given at school due to the length of 
time they are here.  It is recommended, for safety reasons, that every 
possible means be taken to give students medication at home.  

We require that a medication be in its original, completely labeled 
container. If it is a prescription, it should bear the pharmacist’s label. If 
over the counter, only the instructions on the container will be 
followed unless a physician provides alternative instructions. 
Medications should be brought in to the school nurse.  

For children to be given medication, a permission form must be signed 
by the parent/guardian prior to medication distribution. 

 

What Happens If There Is An  
Injury At School? 
If a child is injured at school, either the school nurse, teacher or other 
staff member will treat the injury according to its severity. Family 
members will be notified by phone or an “owie note” will be sent 
home regarding the nature of the injury.   

If a child is seriously injured and needs to go to the hospital, the child 
will be taken to the nearest hospital, where a Connections staff 
member will stay with the child until a family member arrives. 
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HEALTH SERVICES 
Peanut And Tree Nut Aware Schools 

Due to a variety of food allergies, all schools are considered to be        
peanut/tree nut aware.  Do not send food items that may contain 
these known food allergens.  The school is not responsible for food 
brought to the school by other students and/or parents. 

Can My Child Bring Food  
To The Classroom? 

Connections developed a policy to meet sanitation requirements and 
reduce cost to you. Since children are provided a meal and snack each 
day, there is no need for extra food. Therefore, we ask you not to 
bring food into the classroom. This would include special holidays 
(such as birthdays). We instead encourage you to participate in a meal 
and/or snack on these special days. 

 
What Is The Head Lice Policy? 
Students with head lice will be sent home when live lice are identified.  
Parents will be notified, instructed in treatment of head lice and asked 
to pick up their child as soon as possible. 

Students infested with head lice must be treated before returning to 
school.  A note from the pharmacist stating that a head lice product 
(called a pediculicide) has been purchased or the actual container 
must be presented to the school before students will be 
readmitted.   

Students will be re-examined upon returning to school.  
Students with head lice will not be allowed to re-enter until 
they are lice free. 

Students that have cleared of head lice will be re-examined 
daily for 1 week.. 

 

When Not To Send A Child To School   
If your child has any of the symptoms listed below, please allow him/
her to stay home until the symptom is resolved.  

• A fever of 100 degrees or above.  A child must be fever free, 
without medication, for 24 hours before returning to school. 

• A large amount of yellowish-green drainage from the nose which 
requires three or more nose wipes per hour. 

• Vomiting of any type or amount within the past 24 hours. 

• Loose or diarrhea stools within the past 24 hours. 

• Untreated eye infections (ie. Pink eye) need to remain home until 
drops have been started. 

• Frequent coughing, breathing difficulties or shortness of breath of 
an unusual nature. 

• Any unusual rashes or outbreaks on the skin. 

 

When May My Child Return To School? 

Strep Infection/Scarlet Fever: 24 hours after start of treatment 
Ring Worm or Impetigo: when active treatment is started 
Chicken Pox: seven days after the onset of eruptions 
Mumps: seven days after arrest of swelling 
Measles: seven days after onset of rash 
Head Lice:  after treatment with any antiparasitic shampoo 
Scabies:  after treatment has begun 
Pink Eye: as soon as medication is started. Red eyes and/or clear 
tearing is no reason to exclude child. 
Whooping Cough:  5 days after being on an antibiotic 
Influenza A:  7 days after the start of symptoms 
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TRANSPORTATION 
Transportation Procedures 

Transportation services are offered to Connections families as a last 
resort option and as such will be reviewed on a case by case basis.  It 
is important for families receiving transportation services to have as 
much contact with Connections staff as possible. The contact between 
families and the classroom staff happens when family members drop 
off and pick up the Connections child from the classroom.  
Connections will follow the same transportation policy as USD 489 
which states:   

Effective July 1, 2014– the Board of  Education approved the following 
transportation plan on May 13. 2014 :  

*To discontinue transportation within a 2.5 radius of the student’s         
attendance center and continue to transport students city and rural 
routes over 2.5 miles from their attendance center.  There will also be 
a change in the mileage reimbursement rate from 56 cents per mile to 
17.5 cents per mile.  For more information, contact the Connections 
office. 

This applies only to those families in the Hays School District.  
Connections does not provide transportation services for students at 
our Ellis and Russell locations. 

Pick up and drop off: For your child’s safety, the following rules will be 
enforced at all times. 

• Safety restraints are to be worn at all times. 

• Talk in quiet voices so the bus driver can drive safely. 

• Use friendly words. 

• Keep our hands and feet in our own space. 

• The bus will drop children off at the East side of the building. 

Children must be ready when the bus arrives. The bus will wait only 
one minute at each pick up/drop off site. 

An adult (over 18) must be present at the child’s pick up and drop off 
location. The adult must escort the child to and from the bus door. 
Children cannot be left at home unless an adult (over 18) is present. 
Children will only be dropped off to those individuals listed in your 
transportation agreement. 

When an individual is not at the child’s drop off location, the child will 
be returned to the Connections office and the police department and/
or DCF may be called if it is after hours. This may result in suspension 
of bus privileges. 

Safety:  To help ensure the safety of each child receiving 
transportation the children will be buckled in appropriate seating. A 
bus monitor is assigned to each bus to help monitor children’s needs 
and behavior.  

Children will practice emergency bus evacuation drills at school three 
times a year.  

Changes in Transportation:  ALL transportation changes should be 
reported to the Connections office (785) 623-2430. 

Designated Out Of Town Bus Stop:  If your child will be transported to 
Hays for school, a designated pick up/drop off location will be 
determined by the Connections office. 
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TRANSPORTATION 
Basic Car Seat Safety 

Safe Kids USA provides the following information on car seat safety. 

ALL children must use a car seat, booster seat or seat belt: 

• Children should ride in the back seat and never in front of an 
airbag. 

• EVERYONE in the car buckles up on every ride using the right car 
seat, booster seat or seat belt for each person’s age and size. 

• Children’s car seats must have all parts, labels and instructions 
and never have been in a crash. 

• Always follow the instructions for installing and using a car seat. 

 

Never Leave Your Child Alone! 

How does a hot car put children in danger?  From 1998 to 2010, more 
than 494 children - most of then 2 years and younger - died from heat 
stroke after being left or becoming entrapped in a car.   

Leaving a child in a vehicle for a “quick” errand is a huge mistake.  A 
delay of just a few minutes on a warm day can lead to tragedy.  Heat 
is much more dangerous to children than to adults.  When left in a hot 
vehicle, a young child’s core body temperatures can increase three to 
five times faster than that of an adult, which can cause permanent 
injury or even death.  Even with relatively cool temperatures outside - 
70 degrees - the inside of a car can reach a dangerous temperature in 
just minutes. 

 

 

Children In and Around Cars 

According to the CDC, nearly 10 percent of motor vehicle-related 
deaths to children do not occur in traffic.  Such incidents happen 
somewhere other than a public highway, street or road.  These entirely 
preventable injuries and deaths are a serious public health issue. 

• Teach children to never play in, on or around vehicles. 

• Never leave a child unattended in a vehicle, even with the window 
slightly open. 

• Always lock a vehicle’s doors and trunk, especially at home.  Keep 
keys and remote entry devices out of children’s reach. 

• Teach children that trunks are only used to transport cargo and are 
not safe places to play. 

• Watch children closely around vehicles, particularly when loading 
and unloading.  Check to ensure that all children leave the vehicle 
when you reach your destination.  Don’t overlook sleeping infants. 

• Be especially careful if you’re dropping off infants or children at a 
day care provider if that’s not part of your normal routine. 

• Walk all the way around your parked vehicle to check for children, 
pets or toys before getting in the car and starting the engine. 

• Place something you’ll need at your next stop.  For example - a 
purse, lunch, gym bag or briefcase - on the floor of the back seat 
where the child is sitting.  This simple act could prevent you from 
forgetting your child. 

 



22 

 

TRANSPORTATION 
Pedestrian Safety 

Safe Kids USA provides the following ways to help your child be a safe 
pedestrian. 

Set a Good Example: 

• Cross streets at a corner.  Use signals and crosswalks when they 
are there. 

• Make eye contact with drivers before crossing in front of them. 

• Look left, right and left again before crossing.  Keep looking as you 
cross. 

• Walk across streets.  Don’t run. 

• Walk on sidewalks or paths.  If there are no sidewalks, face traffic 
and stay left. 

Rules for Kids: 

• Never allow kids under age 10 to cross streets alone. 

• Tell kids never to run into the street for any reason.  They should-
n’t chase a ball, a pet or anything else. 

• Make sure kids use direct routes with the fewest street crossings. 

• Teach kids to cross 10 feet in front of the school bus, never be-
hind. 

• Make sure kids play in safe places like yards, parks and play-
grounds.  Kids should never play in the street. 

• Hold kids’ hands in parking lots and while crossing the street. 

 

continued next column 

 

Being Seen: 

• Keep kids from walking alone when it’s hard to be seen.  That in-
cludes dawn, dusk, the early evening and rainy and foggy weather. 

• Make sure kids wear reflective materials.  They bounce back light 
so the wearer can be seen.  Reflective materials are found on 
clothes, shoes, stickers and arm and leg bands. 

More child safety  

information at:  

www.safekids.org 
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Ellis County Resources
ACCESS Transportation 
1205 E. 22nd, Hays, KS 67601 
785-628-1052

BMB Cab Service 
205 E. 7th Street, Hays, KS 67601 
785-259-0844

Enterprise Rent-A-Car 
1104 E. 13th Street, Hays, KS 
67601 785-623-4504

Hertz (Hertz.com) 
609 E 8th Street, Hays, KS 67601 
785-623-4116

UBER App
Lyft App

Russell County Resources 
Russell Public Transit 

785-483-2525

Rooks County Resources
Rooks County Transportation Services, Inc. 

785-688-4400 or 785-434-4553 (Ask for Transportation

Rush County Resources
Rush County Public Transportation  

103 S Locust Street 

La Crosse, KS 67548 

785-222-3537


