
POCAHONTAS SCHOOL DISTRICT MASK WEARING STATEMENT

At the Special Board Meeting on April 4, 2021, the Pocahontas Board of
Education voted to change the current mask wearing policy following Governor
Asa Hutchinson’s announcement on March 31, 2021, to lift the statewide mask
mandate effective immediately. Beginning tomorrow, Monday, April 5, 2021,
wearing a mask will be an option and not a requirement in the Pocahontas
School District. Wearing a mask is an individual choice for families, staff, and
students. The change from mandatory to optional mask wearing will be observed in
all classrooms, lunchrooms, hallways, and buses.We expect that acceptance and
understanding will be demonstrated to those who choose to continue to wear a
mask just as we expect the same for those who choose not to wear a mask.

Schools are still responsible for responding to confirmed cases within the school
district, and identifying close contacts/quarantines.

Under this updated guidance, there are factors that change prior rules
for quarantine.

○ Schools with mask mandates that promote proper mask
wearing may now exempt individuals from being identified as
close contacts in K-12 schools if both the confirmed and exposed
individuals are properly masked.

○ Schools without a mask mandate will follow traditional
quarantine guidelines.

○ A fully vaccinated individual does not need to stay at home
following close contact exposure to a test-confirmed individual if
certain conditions are met

○ Individuals who previously have had COVID-19 and recovered
and are within 3 months of their original diagnosis may not
have to quarantine

The Board wants to make it clear that all other COVID-19 safety practices that
have been in place will continue. The only safety protocol being addressed by
their decision is masks. Masks may still be required at events in other districts in
which we are guests. If this is the case, we are expected to follow the rules of the
district in which we are visiting.


