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Today is April 
Fool’s Day and 
the Blue Ink is 
having a little 
fun. Some of 
these articles are 
true, others may 
be a prank. Can 
you tell which 
ones are which? 

This Week’s 
Need to Know 

 
FACT OF THE WEEK: In 1980 as an 
April Fool’s Day prank, the BBC 
claimed that Big Ben’s clock face 
was going to turn digital in efforts 
to modernize.  
 
LIFE HACK OF THE WEEK:  
Need to stay awake and stay fo-
cused? Surround yourself with the 
color yellow. This color decreases 
the production of melatonin, the 
hormone that makes you sleepy. 
 
JOKE OF THE WEEK: How can you 
tell which rabbits are the oldest 
ones in a group? 
 
BRAINTEASER OF THE WEEK: 
What has to be broken before you 
can use it? 
 
Answers to joke and brainteaser 
are on the bottom. 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

Friday, April 2 
 - No School—Easter Break 
Monday, April 5 
 - No School—Easter Break 
Tuesday, April 6 
 - Track & Field @ Hartford for 
West Central Invite (4:00) 
Wednesday, April 7 
 - BloodMobile @ Garretson by Ag 
Building (7:30-2:00) 
Thursday, April 8 
 - JH Track @ Flandreau (4:00) 
 - Track @ Tri-Valley Invite (4:00) 
Friday, April 9 
 - Golf @ Mitchell for SD Golf Clas-
sic (10:30) 
Saturday, April 10 
 - Prom—Grand March in Dragons’ 
Lair (6:30) 

 
Worth Mentioning 

 
CONGRATULATIONS to the follow-
ing Girls State Representatives: 
Lauren Fick, Mataya Trower, Jaelyn 
Benson, Madi Decker, Morgan 
Pierret, and Erin Steen. These girls 
are all sponsored by the local 
American Legion Auxiliary Unit 23. 
Girls State will be held May 31st 
through June 5th at the University 
of South Dakota in Vermillion. 
 
COUNTDOWN TO BREAK: 1 Day 
Next break is tomorrow, April 2 
through April 5—Easter Break 

by Rebekah Roth 
staff writer 
 
     “The thought first creeped into my mind this past 
summer while we were vacationing in Okoboji,” said so-
cial studies teacher and athletic director Kevin Steckler, 
“but then I didn’t think much of it.” These were his initial 
thoughts on retirement, something Steckler is now mak-
ing a reality, as he will no longer be working at Garretson 
School after this year.  
     Steckler was interviewed regarding his choice to with-
draw from his job. “It wasn’t until this past November 
when I had a conversation with my son and he men-
tioned to me that when I do consider retiring, he would 
love for me to become a sounding board/volunteer assis-
tant coach for him at Dell Rapids,” he stated when asked 
about when he first considered stepping away from his 
occupation. Steckler also mentioned that his son was 
beginning his first season as the head girls basketball 
coach for Dell Rapids, which is why he had wanted him 
to volunteer.  
     In addition, Steckler noted other opportunities that 
would be available to him after retirement. “The more I 
thought about it, the more I started considering all the 
other opportunities I would have if I did retire, such as 
spending unlimited time with my three grandsons, the 
opportunity to travel, and the opportunity to work 
alongside my son.”  
     Although the COVID-19 virus has caused many plan 
changes for people, Steckler said that it’s not the reason 
for his upcoming departure, as he believes “life is full of 
potholes.” In fact, he said, “As I started weighing the 
pros and cons of retirement, I thought back to the 36 
years I’ve been involved in education. During those 36 
years I poured my heart and soul into teaching, coaching, 
directing athletics, working 7 days a week, 52 weeks a 
year, yet there never seemed to be enough hours in the 
day.”  
     Not only has Kevin Steckler taught students for ap-
proximately 36 years, but he’s coached for over 40 years. 
“As I thought about this daily over the next three 
months, I kept coming back to a quote I believe in; ‘Don’t 
put off until tomorrow what you can do today,’ and that 
quote really sunk home with me, and I said now’s the 
time. I’m relatively young, I’m healthy, and I paid my 
dues. So I said go for it.”  

     On February 28, Steckler informed Superintendent 
Guy Johnson about his decision when he felt at peace 
with the arrangement. The state golf tournament on 
June 7-8 will be his last official responsibility as a mem-
ber of staff. “June is the perfect month for me to step 
away, because of the fact that my two kids' birthdays are 
in June, my anniversary is in June, my birthday is in June, 
so I will ride off into the sunset in June.”  
     With the news of his retirement being revealed, 
Steckler shared some of his favorite memories with the 
Blue Ink staff. “My greatest memories have been the 
friendships I’ve developed with my peers, the long-
lasting relationships I’ve developed with my students, 
and the fact that I’ve been able to walk a half block eve-
ryday to a job I love.” Additionally, he disclosed that his 
government class was his favorite to teach.  
     Finally, Steckler was asked about what he would miss 
most about working at Garretson, and responded with: 
“Without question, the daily interactions with the staff 
and students. No two days are ever the same.”  
     Kevin Steckler, Garretson’s social studies teacher and 
athletics director, will be departing this coming June, 
after spending 40 years coaching and 36 years teaching 
the Blue Dragons. Steckler will be saying goodbye to all 
of the students and staff members by the end of the 
school year to move on to retirement.  

JOKE: Just look for the gray hares (hairs))    BRAINTEASER: An egg 

Long time GHS 
teacher, Kevin 
Steckler, reveals 
decision to retire 

Blue Ink 

Kevin Steckler has been a staple in the school building for decades whether 
teaching, coaching, or as the athletic director. Steckler’s consistency and 
straightforward approaches are some of the qualities that Garretson will miss 
most. Thank you for your years of dedication to the district and to the 
students. Once a Blue Dragon, always a Blue Dragon. 

Photo by Rebekah Roth 

by Camas Johnston 
staff writer 
 
Origin of the phrase brownie points  
     Many people use the term brown-
ie points. But not many people are 
aware of the origins of the phrase. 
     The first time known that the 
phrase brownie points was used was 
in 1951. The now common phrase 

was brought to the attention of the 
public in a Los Angeles Times Col-
umn. When a news reporter noticed 
some of their friends using the term 
hearing that you can lose them and 
have to make them up. 
     It is suggested that the term origi-
nated from the Brownies, a Girl 
Scout like group for children who 
were too young to be girls scouts. 

Another potential 
source is from 
vouchers you could 
find in magazines 
often referred to as 
greenies or brownies. 
      The brownie points were used to 
keep score of goodwill among spous-
es. This is similar to the way we use 
them today just more widely. 

Have you ever wondered... 
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by Trever Edmundson 
staff writer 

 

     Keep in touch with what is happening 
in the school and with our Blue Dragon 
athletics.  
 
SCHOOL: @GHSBlueDragons 
BOOSTERS: @BDragonBoosters 
FOOTBALL: @BlueDragonFB 
VOLLEYBALL: @BlueDragonVB 
SOCCER: @GarretsonSoccer 
BOYS BASKETBALL: @BlueDragonBBB 
GIRLS BASKETBALL: @BlueDragonHoops 
GOLF: 
@ghs_golf2017 
 
     You can also 
follow the Blue 
Ink on snapchat 
at ghs_blueink. 

Blue Dragon 
Social Media 

The entertainment industry is back 
on the upswing and the silver 

screen is spoiling movie-goers with 
new releases 

Must-see movies 

     The Final Four is set and continues 
to live up to its name of March Mad-
ness with upsets, close games, and 
busted brackets. 
     #11 seed UCLA knocked off #1 
Michigan in a thriller earlier this 
week. While this isn’t the first time 
that a double digit seed has ad-
vanced to the Final Four, the Bruins 
are making history as they first had 
to make it through the first four 
games (play in games) to open the 
tournament, starting this battle not 
even being in the field of 64. 
     UCLA squares off against an unde-
feated Gonzaga team who has 
crushed their opponents all through 
the season and the tourney thus far. 
     The other side of the bracket fea-
tures #1 Baylor against #2 Houston, 
both teams making strong cases for 
an appearance in the championship. 

     There also has been a shake up in 
the local Garretson Pride Pool brack-
et contest as Cooper Long has been 
kicked out of the top spot. Long had 
held his position in the top rankings 
through the Elite Eight but these 
games getting into the Final Four 
opened up a door for sixth grader 
Isaiah Coburn to claim the lead. It is 
not a clear win for Coburn however 
with Long just one point behind him 
and different teams in the finals. 
     Current Standings: 
#1: Isaiah Coburn—65 points 
#2: Cooper Long—64 points 
#3: Mrs. Buchholz—63 points 
#4: Jacob Schweitzer, Cadyn Ock-
enga, Carter Siemonsma, and Peyton 
Abraham—61 points 
     The Final Four games will be 
played on Friday, April 3 with the 
championship game happening Mon-
day, April 5. 

Blue Dragon 
Pride Pool 

by Trever Edmundson 
staff writer 

by Dustyn Winterton 
staff writer 
 
     On Monday, March 29 the 
Garretson FFA participated in 
the Tri Valley CDE’s District 
Qualifiers.  
     The teams that participat-
ed in it were: Ag Mechanics, 
Agronomy, Dairy Cattle, Flori-
culture, Food Science, Horse, 
Natural Resources, Poultry, 
and Vet Science. 
     During CDE’s the partici-
pant goes over their study 
material. This information 
can come from problems off 
of old tests and information 
from textbooks. They will 
then go to different competi-
tions to figure out what they 
need to improve on and after 
that they go to the district 
qualifiers to see if they can 
make it to state. If they make 
it to state, them and their 
team of three to four people 
will go to wherever the state 
competition is held and com-
pete to see if they can make 

it to nationals. This year’s 
state competition will be held 
in Rapid City. 
     Ag Mechanics placed 6th 
in their competition with Jus-
tin Stoterau placing the high-
est on the team at 12.  
     Agronomy placed 7th in 
theirs with Cade Uhlich plac-
ing the highest on their team 
at 15.  
     Dairy Cattle placed 3rd in 
their competition with Ken-
nedy Houghton placing the 
highest on the team at fifth. 
     Floriculture placed 22nd in 
their competition and Food 
Science placed 6th in theirs 
with Gabe Johnson placing 
sixth.  
     Horse placed 16th in their 
competition and Natural Re-
sources placed 20th. Poultry 
placed 9th in their competi-
tion with Drew Pederson 
placing seventh overall. Final-
ly Vet science placed 23rd.  
     On April 11-13, the FFA 
teams will head to Rapid City 
for the state competition. 

Must-see movies 
Under the Sun follows the story of a married couple trying to rekindle a 
dying flame by taking a road trip across America. Starring Hugh Jackman 
and Sandra Bullock it is sure to be a heartwarming film that will leave a 
good impression on the viewers that you should not miss out on seeing 
this year.  

The classic show that everyone knows and loves is finally getting its own 
movie release. “Popeye” will be a comedic action movie that follows 
Popeye on his journey to rescue Olive Oyl as usual while still having its 
own unique story. While the release date is not exactly known we can 
guess we will see it coming at the end of 2021 or the beginning of 2022.  

*NO SPOILERS*  
In theaters now is the new Godzilla movie that includes an exciting crossover with 
the also famous titan Kong. The movie is set to pair off the two against each other 
while fighting for the title of king of all titans. The film is a must see with enough 
action scenes to please any monster movie fan while still maintaining an 
entertaining plot that doesn’t get too dry or rushed. While the previous Godzilla 
movies seemed to have more human interactions the newest addition to the series 
of films definitely has more of the monster action that fans are wanting. Just how 
will the world deal with the death of Godzilla after Kong takes over the role of king 
of the Titans. Though we will have to wait till the next movie to see the answer to 
this question, Godzilla vs Kong is still a must watch for any movie fan.  

FFA qualifies for 
state competition 

Peeps popularity 
Garretson 
students 
and staff 
were 
asked, “Are 
Peeps a 
MUST for 
Easter?” 
The majori-
ty agreed 
that they 
have to buy 
Peeps this 
holiday. 
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     Quiz Bowl finally was able to 
dust off their skills after a long 
pause in their competitive action 
as last year’s tournaments were 
cancelled due to the pandemic.  
     The high school team traveled 
to Baltic on Monday and finished 
right in the middle of the pack, 4th 
place.  
     The junior high took a little 
longer car ride on Tuesday for the 
meet in Parker but made the extra 
miles worth it, coming in 2nd 
place. 

Quiz bowl puts knowledge to test 

Spring maze 
by Camas Johnston 
staff writer 
 

The reason behind the difference in packag-
ing for buns and hotdogs 

     Shopping for a barbecue outing can be 
stressful enough with allergies and food pref-
erences. Buying 2 packs of hotdogs and 2 
packs of buns seem to be enough, but now 
you're stuck with not enough of one and too 
much of another. 
     Hot dogs are sold in packs of 10 and buns 
are sold in packs of 8. Often leaving you with 
leftovers or not enough of something.  
     When hot dogs went into production the 
meat packing plants decided that ten hot dogs weighing 1.25 oz each seemed to be a well portioned 
amount. So the packages are in numbers of ten. 
     Unfortunately bakeries that make hotdog buns make their buns in trays of four each tray has four 
buns. They make two trays and put them in the bags.  
     The meat packing industry and the baking industry don’t collaborate in sizes. Which is unfortunate for 
consumers who have to buy more to have the correct amount. 

Have you ever wondered... 

The high school quiz bowl team placed fourth in their competition earlier this 
week against other Big East Conference schools. Participants were Lauren Fick, 
Brady Malsom, Peyton Hove, Hannah Frewaldt, and Mattea Fiegen (not 
pictured) 

Junior high quiz bowl traveled to Parker on Tuesday this week and finished the 
competition in second place among other Big East Conference schools. Participants 
for the junior high team were Noah Schotzko, Eliza Potter, Calvin Larson, and 
Kaitlyn Steinhoff (not pictured). 

by Morgan Swenson 
staff writer 
 
     With Easter comes Peeps. When it comes to 
Peeps people either love or hate them there is no 
in between with them. If peeps is something that 
is needed for Easter there are some fun things that 
can be done with them or made out of with 
peeps.  
 
Fun things you can make with Peeps 

1. Easter s’more brownies 
2. Peepsie treats  
3. Easter push pop Peeps 
4. Peeps s’mores  
5. Peeps-stuffed chocolate chip cookies  
6. Peeps popcorn 
7. Peeps s’more skillet  
8. Rocky road Easter pie 

9. Chocolate dipped peeps 
10. Peeps cake batter candy  
11. Easter peeps milkshake  
12. Peeps bunny bark  
13. Swimming Peeps Jell-o cup 

(https://www.delish.com/holiday-
recipes/easter/g3312/peeps-
hacks/) 
     Peeps have bloomed over the 
last 60+ year. Yet there are some 
fun facts that aren’t commonly 
known with peeps. Some of those fun facts are 
below.  
 
Fun facts about peeps 

• When peeps were first made they had 
wings  

• It used to take about 27 hours to make 
them now it’s only 6 minutes  

• There is an average of 
5.5 million peeps made 
every day 

• The recipe of peeps 
have never changed in the 
68 years they have been 
around  
• On New Year’s Eve in 
Bethlehem Pennsylvania a 
giant peep is dropped 
• There are enough 

peeps produced every year that if they were in 
a line they could circle the world twice. 
• They have started making bunny shaped, 
Christmas tree shaped, heart shaped, ghost 
shaped, and pumpkin shaped peeps.  

(https://www.mentalfloss.com/article/56283/20-
delicious-facts-about-peeps)  

Piping up about Peeps 

by Morgan Swenson 
staff writer 
 
Easter Break is this 
week—starting tomor-
row with Good Friday, 
Easter is Sunday, and 
Monday is still a day off 
from school. Find these 
Easter and Spring 
themed words.  
 
 
 

Easter Bunny Pink 
Basket Eggs Spring  
Candy Dye Break 
Chicks Hunt Flowers 
Peeps New Risen 
Holy God Sunday 
Family White Hop 
Joy Cross Grass 
Sunshine Happy 
Bonnets Hatch 
Jelly Beans     Sun Dress 

Peeps popularity 
     While the slight majority of Blue 
Dragons agreed that Peeps are need-
ed at Easter, the spread wasn’t quite 
as wide as to whether they should be 
consumed or not. 
     It was a slightly closer decision on 
if our Blue Dragons like to eat Peeps. 

https://www.delish.com/holiday-recipes/easter/g3312/peeps-hacks/
https://www.delish.com/holiday-recipes/easter/g3312/peeps-hacks/
https://www.delish.com/holiday-recipes/easter/g3312/peeps-hacks/
https://www.mentalfloss.com/article/56283/20-delicious-facts-about-peeps
https://www.mentalfloss.com/article/56283/20-delicious-facts-about-peeps
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by Peyton Hove 
staff writer—editorial 
 
PROM 
     Prom is one week away, graduation is two 
months away, and COVID is not caring about ei-
ther. While everyone is trying to alter their dress, 
buy the flowers, and book the reservation, the GHS 
administration has also been busy putting in new 
guidelines for the upcoming events.  
     Now as a senior, I am really disappointed with 
the new regulations going to put in place for the 
most memorable occasions during my high school 
career. I for one do not appreciate, one not having 
prom last year, and two having a “semi” prom this 
year.  
     COVID numbers are gradually increasing again 
with new variants coming to the surface and peo-
ple gradually moving towards normalcy. I talked to 
Mr. Long to ask about new updates for a safer en-
vironment.  
     “There are probably too many new protocols to 
mention, but we have to be very careful so we 
aren’t supporting a super spreader event,” said 
Long.  
     A few new rules that stuck out to me were:  

• Masks on during the dance AND grand 
march 
• No pictures allowed after grand march 
• Two tickets allowed for each student par-
ticipating 

     I am going to get my makeup done and half of it 
will be covered up by my mask! Also I’m spending 
money on my hair, nails, dress, and shoes and I 
won't be able to take pictures with my friends and 
family after grand march (one of my favorite 

things)! 
     I’ve been looking forward to prom since last 
year, and I would have thought by now (being 
more than a year since quarantine) we would be 
able to enjoy a “normal” prom. But no.  
     A few more rules Mr. Long noted were: 

• Limited dance capacity: 30% of attendees 
per song 
• Lights on during the dance to ensure social 
distancing 
• Must stay within your group: while danc-
ing must stay within the group of people you 
went with 

     While we should all make the most out of our 
experience, I just really wish we could enjoy a nor-
mal prom.  
 
Graduation  
     While this does not apply for everyone, being 
one out of the 47 graduating seniors, the news Mr. 
Long expressed to me really put a damper on the 

ending to my class’ high school career.  
     Although last year’s graduation was one to re-
member, they were also in the beginning to the 
pandemic. Now it has been over a year and vac-
cines are being distributed, I had hoped we would 
see a normal graduation again. But once again, no.  
     A few policies in place (as of right now) are: 

• Only parents at the ceremony 
• No flowers will be distributed 
• Students will not be allowed to walk across 
the stage- must wave from their seats 

• No pictures following the ceremony 
• Diploma will be mailed 

     I don’t understand why we were able to have 
sporting events, FFA contests, and choir/band con-
certs with limited restrictions. Yet, at one of the 
last events of the year we get back to square one.  
Don’t get me wrong, I am grateful to be back in 
school and have my last year of high school in per-
son, I just wish we would be able to experience the 
very last things with a little bit of normal. 

Rise in COVID cases force new GHS policies 

by Dustyn Winterton 
staff writer 
 
     On Monday, March 22, Garret-
son School held the Honor Band 
Festival. The schools that attended 
were Baltic, Howard, McCook, and 
Sioux Valley. 
     Students from Garretson includ-
ed Abrianna Doppenberg, Lauren 
Fick, Alexa Draper, Seth Peterson, 
Sage Solheim, and  Evan Debates.  
     When asked how students were 
chosen Nick Sittig said that band 
directors from each school picked 
students that they thought would 
be great for the honor band. The 
students must have been a section 
leader for their own band, been in another honor band, 
or tried out for All-State band.” 
     He was also asked about precautions they took and he 
said “All band students were spread out 6 ft apart and 
had bell covers on their instruments, they also had masks 
on except for during the concert.” He also said “any bands 
that did not attend were due to Covid restrictions or 
scheduling complications but all in all it was a success”. 
     They played songs such as “The Star Spangled Banner”, 
“Amparito Roca”, “Aces of the Air”, “Fate of the Gods”, 

and “Ye Banks and Braes O’ Bonnie Doon”.  
     Also on March 26 and 27, Abrianna Doppenberg partic-
ipated in All State Band. This was not her first year partici-
pating in All State but her first year in High School All 
State. The last time Garretson Schools had a student in All 
State Band was back in 2002 or 2003. 
     Doppenberg said, “The reason I decided to audition 
was because I had done it in middle school.” She also said, 
“My favorite part was the challenging songs and I learned 
that I need to get better at practicing.” 

Garretson’s musical talents 

Abrianna Doppenberg participated in All-State 
Band this past weekend in Mitchelll in addition to 
her contributions to the Big East Honor Band 
earlier last week. Doppenberg is in her first year of 
eligibility for honor band as a freshman; however, 
she did receive middle school honor band 
accolades last year (picture). The Middle School 
Honor Band performance happened in early March 
also in Mitchell. 

Photo submitted by Abrianna Doppenberg 

Garretson had eight members selected for the Big East Conference honor band with seven of them performing. 
Garretson musicians were Seth Peterson, Lauren Fick, Evan DeBates, Alexa Draper, Luke Knebel Koster, 
Abrianna Doppenberg, Sage Solheim, and director Nick Sittig. 

Answers to last 
week’s pictures...Can you 

identify the who, what and 
where of Garretson school? 

by Rebekah Roth 
staff writer 

Garretson guessing game 

Found in the lunch room 

Sophomore Breydon Lee 
Baby chicks from Ms. Neugebauer’s 
classroom, currently in the Ag barn 


