
MINUTES OF A SPECIAL MEETING OF THE 

WILLIAMS UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 2 GOVERNING BOARD 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 24, 2021  
 

College, Career, and Community Ready 

Roll Call: 
Board Members:     Administration: 
Herman Nixon, President – Present   Eric Evans, Superintendent/WHS Principal – Present 
Leah Payne, Vice President – Present   Carissa Morrison, WEMS Principal – Absent 
Ann Wells – Present    Jessica Guzman, Special Services Director – Absent 
Carla Dent – Present    Joyce McNelly, Business Manager/Board Secretary – Present 
John Romero – Present    Brianne Ford, Admin. Assistant/Board Minutes – Present 
      Guests: 3 
 

The agenda for the meeting is as follows: 

OPENING ITEMS 
A. Call to Order  

B. Pledge of Allegiance 

C. Reorder Agenda 

D. Adopt Agenda 

• Mr. Nixon called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

• Motion made by Mrs. Dent to adopt the agenda, second by Mrs. Payne. 

• Motion approved 5/0 

 

 

 

CALL TO THE PUBLIC 

Visitors are provided time to make statements to the Board.  Those wishing to do so please complete a “Request to address the 

Board” form and return it to the Board President prior to meeting.  Statements should be limited to no more than 5 minutes. Pursuant 

to A.R.S. 38-431.01(H), the Board may not respond to any item raised during the Call to the Public, except in three ways: 1) 

directing staff to study the matter; 2) responding to any personal criticism; or, 3) scheduling the matter for further consideration 

and decision at a later date.    

• No Call to the Public was submitted 

   

ACTION ITEMS  

1. Discussion and possible action re: Approve School WUSD 2020-2021 Re – Opening Plan changes. 

• Motion made by Mrs. Payne to discuss WUSD 2020-2021 Re-Opening Plan changes, second by Mrs. Wells. 

• Dakota Dent – We are here to talk to you about Prom.  We would like to hold it on April 30th.  We have both 

an indoor and outdoor venue in mind.  The indoor venue would be at Ms. Kitty’s.  The outdoor venue would 

be at the golf course.  We are wondering if you have a preference of where we have it?  We would also like to 

know if masks would be required? 

• Mr. Nixon – As far as masks go, it sounds like Prom will not be held on school grounds. It would be up to the 

place that you are holding Prom.  I think that you should reach out to them and find out what their 

requirements would be.  

• Mrs. Dent – I think that you should probably plan on having Prom indoors.  Outdoors during that time of 

year may be too cold. 

• Mr. Nixon – I would like to see Prom be as normal as possible.  It’s important for you guys to start seeing 

some of that back in your lives.  You all know the risks that are involved if masks are not worn. I hope you 

have a great time and look forward to hearing how it goes. 

• Mr. Evans – I do have a bit of an update in regards to the Senior Trip.  Mrs. Montgomery is the Senior class 

sponsor.  She has been talking to students and it sounds like they will not be traveling out of state this year.  

They are thinking more along the lines of a day trip down to a water park in the Phoenix area.  They weren’t 

able to do many fund raisers last year.  This will also allow more students to participate. 

• Mr. Evans – The CDC has recently come out with some new guidelines for schools, as more are opening up.  

o Revised physical distancing recommendations, with universal masking, to reflect at least 3 feet 

between students in classrooms and provide clearer guidance when a greater distance (6 feet) is 

recommended. 

o Clarified that ventilation is a component of strategies to clean and maintain healthy facilities. 

o Removed recommendation for physical barriers. 

o Clarified the role of community transmission levels in decision-making. 

o Added guidance on interventions when clusters occur. 

• Mrs. Wells – Where are we on our ventilation system? 

• Mr. Evans – Joyce and Joe have been communicating about the HVAC system.  We are looking at replacing 

it with ESSR II funds.  We will need a complete system at the high school and WEMS.  WEMS currently has 

heating and cooling, but it is so outdated that it needs to be upgraded.  It’s even getting hard to find parts for 

it. 



• Mrs. Wells – That sounds like a good use of those funds. 

• Mrs. McNelly – We are also checking with SFB to see if there is a way that we can split the cost of these 

systems. They may be able to cover specific things and then we can use these grant funds to cover the rest. 

• Motion made by Mrs. Payne to approve Prom and the changes discussed for the 2020-2021 reopening plan, 

second by Mr. Romero. 

• Motion approved 5/0 

2. Discussion and possible action re: Approve WUSD2 2021-2022 School Calendar 

• Motion made by Mrs. Wells to approve WUSD2 2021-2022 School Calendar, second by Mrs. Dent. 

• Motion approved 5/0 

3. Discussion and possible action re: Approve FY22 Payroll Schedule 

• Motion made by Mrs. Dent to approve FY22 Payroll Schedule, second by Mrs. Wells. 

• Motion approved 5/0 

4. Discussion and possible action re: Approve Certified Contracts as listed 

Tessa Alexander  Jeff Brownlee  Jennifer Cardenas 

Severyn Cargill  Deniz Chavez  Rebecca Deutschman 

Kimberly Dodds  Gail Durnez  Cooper Elliott 

Darcy Evans  Shannon Fitzgerald  Cathleen Goodell 

Robin Gutshall  Holly Harris  Christina Hernandez 

Patricia Jackson  Ethan Johnson  Gurjit Kaur 

Katherine Kearly  Naomi Konkel  Robert Lehman 

Darby Lorents  Natalie Mann  Carolyn Massey 

Amber McMahon  Allison Mitkowski  Ariana Montgomery 

Monica Moreno  Abigail Perkins  James Powers 

Thomas Sanzone  Lela Schober  Khaitlyn Serrano 

Trina Siegfried  Connie Stevens  Anna Torrez 

Marianne Viloria  Karyn White  Heather Windham 

Abigael Zambrano 

• Motion made by Mrs. Wells to approve Certified Staff contracts as listed, second by Mrs. Payne. 

• Motion approved 5/0 

5. Discussion and possible action re: Approve ASBAIT/Aetna, VSP Vision and Delta Dental as the WUSD insurance 

benefit packet for FY22. 

• Motion made by Mrs. Dent to approve ASBAIT/Aetna, VSP Vision and Delta Dental as the WUSD insurance 

benefit packet for FY22, second by Mrs. Payne. 

• Motion approved 5/0 

• Mrs. McNelly – In a future meeting we can look at increasing the district portion that is paid to insurance. 

Possibly covering the lowest plan offered. It would increase the cost to the district by about $121 per person, 

for those who take our insurance plan. 

• Mr. Nixon – I know that there are some other plans out there and would like to explore some of those options. 

• Mrs. McNelly – This year we reached out to multiple companies to try to get some quotes.  Some companies 

won’t even look at us because of our high claims. 

• Mrs. Wells – Unfortunately people with chronic illnesses, drive insurance costs up. We need to try to get more 

healthy people on our plan to help with costs. 

• Mr. Evans – Joyce and Stefanie spent a lot of time researching and reaching out to different companies this 

year. I would like to thank these ladies for all of their hard work.  We kind of caught a break this year as our 

rates only went up 10%. At the Board Retreat, I would like to look at the district costs in regards to insurance. 

• Mrs. McNelly – Just so everyone knows, we are in a consortium with some other small districts.  This also 

helps with our costs.  I would suggest that if you are not happy with the rates provided, that you don’t approve 

this item tonight.  Once it is approved we are locked in for the year. 

• Mr. Nixon – I think that we should move forward with this tonight, for the upcoming year.  I would like to 

revisit it in the future. 

• Mr. Romero – The more we invest in our people the better off we are. 

6. Discussion and possible action re: Approve Soccer Program for SY21 

• Motion made by Mrs. Dent to discuss Soccer Program for SY21, second by Mrs. Payne. 

• Mr. Echeverria – I’ve had 3-4 parents reaching out to me about a soccer program at the High School. The 

soccer program that we have down at the Middle School has really taken off.  If we approved a program at 

the high school, it would start out as a co-ed team. Small school soccer takes place in the fall and would run 

the same time as football. We would be playing other small school with co-ed or boy’s teams.  I don’t think 

we would get enough girls in the first year or two, to sustain a girls’ team. I have a huge athletic facility plan 

that I would like to possibly discuss at the Board Retreat.  I’m looking for some direction about moving 

forward with a high school soccer program.  We may lose a handful of football kids to soccer.  There is a 

possibility that they could do both. 

• Mr. Nixon – The issue I see with it are that we will lose some football kids to soccer. I know that we have a 

pretty good program at the middle school.  Those students will be looking to continue that program once they 

are at the high school. I also have some concerns about the facilities.  Our football field gets torn up enough 

with all of the football teams that play on it. I think we need something from you to show how it would all 

work. I think that there are people out in the community that would help to do the work.  We are living in a 

concussion era and some parents may feel that soccer is safer for their kid. 

• Mr. Echeverria – Actually, soccer is the number one sport for concussions. Cheer is right behind them. 

• Mrs. Wells – What teams would we play? 



• Mr. Echeverria – Grand Canyon, Ash Fork, Northland Prep, Chino.  There are quite a few small schools in 

our area that we could play. 

• Mr. Nixon – I would like to discuss this further after seeing a plan for the facilities needed. 

7. Discussion and possible action re: Approve Class of 2025 to hold an 8th Grade End-of-Year Lock-In at WEMS. 

• Motion made by Mrs. Wells to approve the Class of 2025 to hold an 8th Grade End-of-Year Lock-in at WEMS, 

second by Mrs. Payne. 

• Motion approved 5/0 

8. Discussion and possible action re: Approve Keri Guggisberg as an Elementary Special Education Teacher for SY22. 

• Motion made by Mrs. Dent to approve Keri Guggisberg as an Elementary Special Education Teacher for 

SY22, second by Mrs. Payne.   

• Motion approved 5/0 

9. Discussion and possible action re: Approve the resignation of Michaela Yancey, WHS History Teacher, as of May 

27,2021. 

• Motion made by Mrs. Dent to approve the resignation of Michaela Yancey, WHS History Teacher, as of May 

27, 2021, second by Mrs. Payne. 

• Motion approved 5/0 

10. Discussion and possible action re: Adopt the following board policy. 

GCQC –   Resignation of Professional Staff Members 

GCQC- R  Resignation of Professional Staff Members 

• Motion made by Mrs. Wells to adopt board policy GCQC and GCQC-R, second by Mrs. Payne. 

• Motion approved 5/0 

 

 

• Mr. Nixon – I went to a pre-construction meeting last week, for the SFB projects, and was really impressed 

with what they will be doing.   

• Mrs. McNelly – Our window/door project has already been approved by SFB.  They should be starting on it 

next month.  The majority of it will take place in the summer.  We are still waiting for our drainage project 

to be approved through them. 

 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS – The Governing Board may identify items they would like placed on a future agenda.  

• 8th grade promotion 

• Graduation 

• Board Retreat – Schedule on April 23rd from 9-2 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

 
• Motion made by Mrs. Dent to adjourn, second by Mrs. Payne. 

• Motion approved 5/0 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Board President ___________________________________________________ Date _______________________ 


