
     

 

PARENT/GUARDIAN INFORMATION LETTER 

Dear Parent/Guardian,  

Your child’s school is participating in the Homework Solution Study, a research project funded by the U.S. 
Department of Education. We are researchers at the American Institutes for Research (AIR), and we are working 
closely with your school to understand the best way to make homework useful for learning in seventh grade math. 
Completing and reviewing homework can take a lot of time for students and teachers, and we want to help schools 
and districts identify the best approaches to ensure student success.  

All of the students in seventh grade at your school and other participating schools are asked to participate. With 
your permission, we will collect your child’s answers to a short survey on their math class. This information will only 
be used to help answer the study’s research questions—it will not affect your child’s grade in math. The survey 
focuses on your child’s attitudes toward math, in general, and on your child’s attitudes toward the math class they 
are taking this year. Strictly for the purpose of this research project, we will also ask your district to provide 
administrative records, including test scores and other background information. All information collected for the 
study will be strictly confidential. We will never use your child’s real name in any of our reports or 
recommendations.  

Parents/Guardians, please be aware that under the Protection of Pupil Rights Act. 20 U.S.C. Section 1232(c)(1)(A), 
you have the right to review a copy of the questions asked of or materials that will be used with your students. To 
obtain a copy, please contact Dr. Rachel Garrett at rgarrett@air.org or 312-588-7355. If you have broader concerns 
or questions about this study, please contact either Dr. Kirk Walters at kwalters@wested.org or 443-995-2508, or 
Dr. Rachel Garrett at rgarrett@air.org or 312-588-7355. If you have concerns or questions about your rights as a 
participant, contact the Chair of AIR’s Institutional Review Board at IRBChair@air.org, by phone toll free at 1-800-
634-0797 or c/o AIR, 1400 Crystal Drive 10th Floor, Arlington, VA 22202. 

 

********************************************************************************************************** 

DENIAL OF PERMISSION 

Please complete this form and return to your child’s teacher ONLY if you do NOT wish your child to participate 
in the student data collection (survey, administrative records).  

Child’s Full Name (Please Print) _____________________________________   _____             ___ 

School ___________________________________________________________                    ____ 

I DO NOT give permission for my child, named above, to participate in the survey or administrative 
records for the Homework Solution Study.  

 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature   Name Printed      Date  

 

PARENTS/GUARDIANS, please review the following:  
• This is a research project. Your child will not receive any direct benefits from participating in this study (for example, 
tutoring or help with college applications).  
• Your student is free to stop participating in this project at any time without penalty.  
• As part of this study, project staff will collect your child’s answers on a short online survey at the end of the year.  
• Project staff will collect information from your student’s school records, including test scores and background information.  
• Your student’s information will remain confidential. No information about them will be shared with school 
administrators or teachers or with anyone outside the project, unless there is a potential danger to your child or 
another person. (For frequently asked questions see back of this page.) 



     

 

 
Frequently Asked Questions  

 

• How did my child get picked? Since your school volunteered for the study, your child and all other 
seventh grade students at your school are eligible.  

• What kinds of questions will you ask my child on the survey? On the survey we will ask your child 
questions such as: What is your math class like? Do you think math is useful? Nothing we ask on the 
survey is like a test.  

• When and where will my child take the survey?  Your child will complete the survey online at the end 
of the year at a time chosen by their teacher. The survey will take about 10 minutes to complete. 

• What if my child doesn’t want to answer some of the questions? Participation in this study is 
completely voluntary. While we hope your child will complete all of the online survey, they can stop 
participating at any time. There will be no penalty if your child wishes to stop participating in the survey.  

 

 


