
GENERAL ADMINISTRATION Policy 1461 
 

School/Community Relations 
 

Public Participation at Board Meetings 
 

 
 

This policy provides for the attendance of the public at Board meetings, sets guidelines for being 
placed on the agenda, sets speaking procedures and provides for executive sessions. The policy 
vests power within the Board President or presiding officer to enforce Board guidelines and policy. 

 
Citizens of the District may attend Board of Education sessions at their discretion. It is hoped that 
citizens may become better acquainted with the operation and programs of the school and allow for 
the Board to have the opportunity to hear the wishes and ideas of the public. All official meetings 
of the Board shall be open to the press and public. However, the Board reserves the right to meet 
privately and discuss such matters as are properly considered in executive session. 

 
The Board has adopted as policy the following rules and procedures pertaining to public 
participation at Board meetings in order to assure that its meetings are conducted properly and 
efficiently while also assuring that persons who wish to appear before the Board may be heard. 

 
1.   Anyone wishing to speak before the Board, either as an individual or as a member of a group, 

should inform the superintendent of the desire to do so and of the topic to be discussed one 
work day before the meeting. This will permit orderly scheduling of public remarks on the 
meeting agenda. 

 
2.   Any individual desiring to speak shall give his name, address, and the group, if any, that is 

represented. 
 

3.   The presentation should be as brief as possible. Unless an extension of time is granted by the 
chairman (Board President) a speaker will be limited to ten minutes. 

 
4.   Speakers may offer such objective criticisms of school operation and programs as concern 

them. Any Board discussion of personnel matters will be handled according to state law. 
 

The Board vests in its president or other presiding officer the authority to terminate the remarks of 
individuals when not adhering to the rules established above. 

 
Persons appearing before the Board are reminded as a point of information that members of the 
Board are without authority to act independently as individuals in official matters. Thus, questions 
may be directed to an individual Board member but answers must be deferred pending 
consideration of the full Board. 

 
Unless unusual circumstances dictate otherwise, the Board will not make a decision based on the 
issue(s) presented by an individual or group during the particular meeting. The Board reserves the 
right to waive formalities in unique situations within the limits of state statutes. 
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