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One more nine weeks in the books, and one to go for this school year. Since we 
have been in session with all students five days/week, it sure feels like we are 
getting back to a normal school setting. With the Ohio Department of Health and 
the Governor’s office easing restrictions on gatherings and celebrations, it appears 
as though we will be able to have a Jr/Sr prom and in person graduation. Mr. 
Rossman and the high school staff have worked to put in place the appropriate 
protocols to allow our students to have these end of year experiences that were 
missed last spring. Mr. Rossman and the class advisor’s will be sharing our plans 
for Prom and Graduation as we get closer to those events. Right now Prom is 
scheduled for Saturday May 1, and Graduation on Sunday May 23, 2021.

We have had a great first year to our preschool program and are looking 
forward to continuing this program into the future. We are currently accepting 
application for preschool for SY 2021-2022, if you or someone you know has a 
child of preschool age and would like to attend, please find an application in 
this newsletter or call the elementary office for more information. Also in this 
newsletter is an open enrollment application. Mrs. Garver has also mailed this 
to all of our Open Enrollment families, the application period is from April 1, 
2021 – May 31, 2021. Any parent of an incoming Kindergartner, we will have 
Kindergarten screening on Wednesday April 7, 2021. Please call the elementary 
office to schedule your appointment. 

As we enter this final nine week grading period, all faculty and staff have had 
the opportunity to get the Covid-19 vaccination, with about 65% of staff taking 
advantage of this service. I would like to remind everyone, that this is not the time 
to relax against this virus and you are urged to continue to follow the guidelines 
as set forth by our Health professionals. Here at Ridgedale we will continue 
following all protocols as set by Marion Public Health and all CDC guidelines 
for disinfecting and cleaning. 

For the most up to date information please log onto our website 
www.ridgedaleschools.org.  If you should have any questions, comments 
or concerns please feel free to contact me at the Ridgedale Board Office, 
740-382-6065 ext 101 or by email at rbritton@ridgedaleschools.org and 
we can set up a time to meet. Remember we will get through this together. 
Wishing you all a great spring season!

Sincerely,

Robert A. Britton
Superintendent, Ridgedale Local Schools

Ridgedale
3103 Hillman Ford Road

Morral, Ohio 43337

P: 740-382-6065
F: 740-383-6538

ridgedale.k12.oh.us
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WINTER TITLE 1 READING FUN!
The Title One Reading classes have been working on their reading skills with letter identification, 
letter sounds, focusing on foundations of reading, and reading lots of fun filled books. A great 
way to make reading fun is to connect it to food! One of Miss Galloway’s classes recently read 
the book, Ants on a Log, and then made ants on a log and enjoyed some healthy snacks. Our 
kindergarten students are continuing to work on letter identification and sounds. They have 
enjoyed learning and practicing with alphabet cookies.   

As spring is right around the corner, don’t forget to make time for literacy. It can be as easy as 
while in the car looking for words or letters. Ask your child what was something they learned from 
reading from the day. Title One students should be coming home with at least one book in their 
reading envelope to read. They love showing off their reading abilities to their family. If you would 
like additional ideas of how to extend your child’s learning to home, please do not hesitate to 
reach out and we would be glad to help you.

Mrs. Cook tcook@ridgedaleschools.org and Miss Galloway mgalloway@ridgedaleschools.org

RIDGEDALE LOCAL SCHOOLS

Save the Date
Carnival Party/Prom
May 1, 2021 6-9 pm

We are planning to have a carnival themed Spring 
Formal with a comedian performance. We are hoping  

to have some games to go along with the carnival 
theme. Hopefully we will be able to have a few dances. 
We are waiting on several approvals. Once approved  

we will determine price and start ticket sales.  
In the meantime Save the Date!
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Greetings Rockets,
A bitter cold and snowy February 
hopefully leads us into a warm 
and beautiful sunshiny Spring. 
As spring arrives, so will state 
testing for our Ridgedale 
students; the state testing 
window for Ridgedale is 
scheduled to take place mid-April 
until the first of May.  Students, 
please be well rested and ready 
to go on test days, testing 

schedules and information will 
be given as dates approach.  
Congratulations to everyone 
involved in the RHS Play, 
“The Musical of Musicals, The 
Musical”, the performances 
were March 05-07, 2021 at the 
Marion Palace theatre and it 
was great!  We are very excited 
to see our spring sports teams 
begin participation, especially 
after losing their entire 2020 
season to CVOID-19.  RLS Staff 
members will complete their 
second round of COVID-19 
vaccinations at Tri-Rivers Career 
Center on March 19, 2021.  
Ridgedale Local schools will be 
remotely instructing on this day 
(03/19/2021) and it is the end of 
the third nine weeks. RHS Prom 
is scheduled for May 01, 2021 
at Ridgedale High school, the 
event will meet all COVID-19 
requirements and protocols. The 
RHS class of 2021 will graduate 
on May 23, 2021 at 2:00pm, also 

following all social distancing and 
PPE requirements for the event.  
Ridgedale schools will submit 
a structured plan for approval 
from the Marion County Health 
department on both events; 
these plans will be outlined and 
communicated to the parents 
and students of the district as 
the dates approach.   Junior 
High and High School awards 
will be held this spring internally 
with students only, no guest(s) 
or food service will be allowed 
for these events. Below: Rockets 
in action, Mrs. Ross ELA Class, 
Mr. Widman’s science lab, RHS 
Cheerleaders & BBK team, Mrs. 
Guthrie’s Ag Science class New 
shop work table tops, Seasons of 
Opportunity wall, The Plant Lab 
in Vocational agriculture, Mrs. 
Ross & Mrs. Casto’s 6th grade 
ELA, Mr. Mathey’s PE class, RHS 
on a cold winter morning, Social 
distancing at a junior high lunch 
& work period.

NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY
The National Honor Society members are anxious to get back to work in our school and community! 
Senior members Emma Parsell, Morgan Dutton, Jessica Fown, Sierra Baughman and Alison Hunsicker 
are busy preparing to induct new junior and senior members. We are also planning some fun activities 
to coincide with Easter. With Teacher Appreciation Week coming in May, the members will be hard 
at work showing their teachers how much they truly appreciate the efforts put forth to make this hectic 
school year as normal as possible. New junior members will assist in the graduation ceremony and 
then will be hard at work putting together a schedule of events for next year. The chapter’s goal is to 
participate in at least one service activity per month during the school year, so if you or an organization 
you are involved with need volunteers, please contact:

Mrs. Karen Turner (740.383.2167 x211; kturner@ridgedaleschools.org) or 
Mrs. Kris Guthrie (740.383.2167 x415; kguthrie@ridgedaleschools.org) and we will do our best to help. 
Thank you to everyone in the Ridgedale community for supporting the students!
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RIDGEDALE LOCAL SCHOOLS

4 Hunter Owen - 8th Grade

This was selected as Best of Show from all surrounding county 
high schools in the 2021 MOFAS High School Art Show. It will 
be on display this weekend (and until next Thursday) at the 
Harding Centre Lobby (267 W Center Street).

Best of Show Award Winner - 
2021 Mid Ohio Fine Arts Society High School County Show
Sophomore, Nya Miller “Mother Nature’s Stroll”: Drawing, 
marker on paper.

Nya Miller - Art II

Ellisha Gaffney - Art III

ARTISTS OF THE 
MONTH - FEB 2021



ARTISTS OF THE MONTH - FEB 2021 CONT.

SPRING 2021

5

ARTISTS OF THE 
MONTH - MARCH 2021

Kristi Hampton - 7th Grade

Jordan Brammer - Art I
Steven Hill - 6th Grade

Allie Bails - Art IV

Abi Place - 6th Grade

Asher Sayre - Art I

Christian Elswick - 7th Grade

Delilah Murrell - 6th Grade

Emma Kohler - Art III

Erin Buckley - Art III

Grace Hunley - 8th Grade
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David Fremont will be awarded 
his State FFA Degree on April 
29, 2021. His projects included 
raising chickens, working for 
Sim Farms, along with Fremont 
Ag an Auto Repair. He has 
participated in the following: 
General Livestock Judging, 
Food Science, Job Interview 
and Public Speaking contest. 
He helps out with our many 
projects and community 
service plus has been the  
top fruit salesman the last  
few years. David has served  
as Student Advisor and 
President of the chapter. 
David’s parents are Natalie  
and Trevor Fremont.

DAVID FREMONT BRAXTON FOSNAUGH

Braxton Fosnaugh will be 
receiving his State FFA 
Degree April 29, 2021. 
Braxton’s projects have been 
dairy feeders, Sim Farms, 
and many different projects 
with his father, building and 
remodeling at the homestead. 
Braxton has done soil judging, 
general livestock and food 
science. He also plays football, 
basketball, golf and track. He 
assists whenever needed with 
the community service and 
projects of the Ag dept.  
His parents are Stephany  
and Jeff Fosnaugh.

MINI CHEER CAMP

ARCHERY
Our 4th & 5th grade Physical Education classes 
are in the middle of their archery unit. The 
students are having fun learning the technique 
along with rules and safety aspects of archery. 
The organization N.A.S.P. (National Archery 
in the Schools Program) helps to provide 
materials for this series. Miss Lynette Thiel, our 
P.E. teacher is certified in training this program. 
Miss Thiel also provides guidance to our 
students in regards to future scholarships in the 
archery program and hopes to someday have 
an archery club.  
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CAITLYN THIEL PRESTON LONG

ALEXANDER RUTH

Caitlyn Thiel will be receiving 
her State FFA Degree on April 
29, 2021. Her projects have 
been, showing market hogs 
at the Marion Co Fair and 
raising hogs for community 
members to purchase and 
have processed for freezer 
meat. Caitlyn has been in 
Livestock Judging, Job 
Interview, Food Science, and 
Soil Judging along with other 
various projects within the Ag 
program. Caitlyn is serving 
as historian and reporter for 
the chapter. She also plays 
volleyball, basketball and 
is president of the student 
council. Her parents are  
John and Trichia Thiel.

Preston Long will be receiving 
his State FFA Degree on 
April 29, 2021. His projects 
include, raising chickens, and 
various improvement projects 
around the homestead. He has 
been in soil judging, general 
livestock, OLLC, and is the 
Sentinel for the Chapter this 
year. He also plays football, 
golf, basketball and baseball. 
His parents are Teresa and 
Robert Long. 

Alexander Ruth will be 
receiving his State FFA Degree 
on April 29, 2021. Xander”s 
projects consist of raising dairy 
feeders, and building projects 
around the homestead. He 
has been in soil judging, food 
science, greenhand quiz, 
and various other activities in 
the chapter and community. 
Xander also plays football, 
basketball and baseball.  
His parents are Rebecca 
and Phil Ruth.

RIDGEDALE FFA

(L TO R) SHALYN NEAL, SENIOR; KELSEY EDWARDS, JUNIOR; 
CAPTAIN MORGAN DUTTON, SENIOR;  

AUBRIE SMITH, FRESHMAN; ALLIE BAILS, SENIOR;  
GRACIAN (G-MONEY) DAUGHERTY, JUNIOR.

        Ridgedale Bowling finished a strong 
season despite the pandemic. We had several 
quarantines, but were able to complete in all our 
regular season matches except one. Varsity Girls 
finished 2nd at Sectionals, and 3rd at Districts  
this year. Senior, and Captain, Morgan Dutton 
advanced as an individual, where she finished  
27 out of over 1500 bowlers in the state!  
We are so proud of all our Rocket Bowlers,  
but these girls performed out of this world!

Girls Varsity
Bowling
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BUS DRIVERS WANTEDBUS DRIVERS WANTED
We can train you or if you  already have CDL Class B 
with a Passenger Endorsement. You will have to pass 

a Back Ground Check & Physical.

Contact: Robin Townsend 740-382-6065 ext. 420
rtownsend@ridgedaleschools.org

The Ag / Engineering Dept. has combined forces to better serve their students. Mr. Sieg & Mrs.Guthrie has put in a lot 
of time, and energy to remodel these two programs. This is a peek into our State of the Art facilities for the future.


