
 

March 23, 2021 

Dear Kelso Families, 

This is the weekly status update, which occurs each Tuesday.  

Revised CDC Guidance 
On Friday of last week, the CDC revised its guidance to recommend establishing 3-feet of physical 
distance between students in classroom settings.  The recommendation of 6-feet of physical distance 
remains in other settings and with adults.  
 
This revised CDC guidance is exciting news for our school district and the students we serve.  
 
Before welcoming additional students into classrooms for in-person learning under the three-foot 
guidance, there are a number of things that must take place, including: 

• The Governor and Washington State Department of Health must adopt the new CDC guidance. 
• We must update our COVID mitigation plans to safely allow more students to occupy a 

classroom/school at one time.   
• We will work closely with our KSD staff to prepare our classrooms/school for return. 

 
The health and safety of our staff and students remain a top priority in all that we do. 
 
Hybrid/Remote Survey 
Over the last couple of months, we have heard from many families, students, and staff expressing just 
how much the choice of learning models has meant to them and their situations. As we begin the sixth 
week of having all our students in either hybrid instruction or continuing full remote at Kelso Virtual 
Academy (KVA), we’d love to hear your feedback. 

We invite you to interact with one of the two Thoughtexchange questions below, depending on the 
learning model you/your family is engaged in.   

• What is the best part of returning to in-person learning? (CLICK HERE) 
• What is the best part of Kelso Virtual Academy remote learning? (CLICK HERE) 

 

The survey will be open now through midnight on March 31, 2021.  After sharing your thoughts, please 
return frequently to rate the thoughts shared by others before the Thoughtexchange closes. We 
appreciate and value your feedback. Thank you for sharing it with us.  

 
Instructional Status 
All K-12 students are in hybrid instruction and/or Kelso Virtual Academy. As always, the health and well-
being of our students and staff are our top priority. We remain diligent in our safety protocols, continue 
to work with the Department of Health, and monitor our four key metrics on a weekly basis. Timelines 
and instructional models are subject to change depending on our overall community health conditions. 

Transmission Rates  
Kelso has had zero school-based student transmissions since November 12, 2020.  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/schools.html
https://my.thoughtexchange.com/scroll/240043335
https://my.thoughtexchange.com/scroll/858664015


Cowlitz County & SW WA Data 

• The most current Cowlitz County School Metrics Report (March 22) shows local COVID-19 activity at 
183 cases per 100,000 people in the reporting period of 2/24– 3/9. COVID-19 cases in Cowlitz 
County in MODERATE for the sixth week in a row.  

• Positivity rate for Cowlitz County is 9.6% for the time period of 2/23 – 3/1. When this data point is 
current, it will be one of the metrics used to inform our decisions.  

• ICU occupancy of adult COVID-19 patients in SW Washington is at 4.4% as of 3/21 per Washington 
State’s official COVID-19 site.  

 

 

Daily Health Check Reminder 
Please remember to perform the required daily health check on your child every morning before 

https://bit.ly/cc-metrics
https://coronavirus.wa.gov/what-you-need-know/roadmap-recovery-metrics
https://coronavirus.wa.gov/what-you-need-know/roadmap-recovery-metrics
https://5il.co/lbdo


sending them to school. Additionally, this form must be signed and on file at your child’s school. (Form 
in Spanish and in Chuukese.)  

Resources to Watch 

• Kelso School District COVID-19 dashboard - Provides information on classroom or school 
closures recommended by Cowlitz County Department of Health due to COVID-19 activity and 
confirmed positive school-based COVID-19 cases in students. 

• Cowlitz County School Metrics Webpage - Our county data report is typically released each 
Monday and includes a Reopening Schools section.  

• Washington State's official COVID-19 site - maintained by the state Joint Information Center, this 
page contains data by county, region, and state.  

• Department of Health Tools to Prepare for In-Person Learning – This framework assists local 
health officers in guiding and school administrators in deciding whether to resume, expand, or 
reduce in-person instruction for public and private K-12 schools during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

As always, if you have any questions, feel free to email me.  

Respectfully, 

Mary Beth Tack, Superintendent 
marybeth.tack@kelsosd.org  

 

https://5il.co/lbdo
https://5il.co/lbdp
https://5il.co/mk7h
https://bit.ly/ksd-c19
http://www.co.cowlitz.wa.us/2750/COVID-19-Data-Reports-and-Presentations
https://coronavirus.wa.gov/what-you-need-know/roadmap-recovery-metrics
https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/1600/coronavirus/DecisionTree-K12schools.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
mailto:marybeth.tack@kelsosd.org

