
Dear Slate Valley Families,

I hope this letter finds you well and beginning to see some light at the end of the very long
tunnel.  With the uptick in COVID cases and a holiday weekend upon us, I would like to send
some reminders.

As we are headed into a holiday and a week off with warmer weather, I just wanted to remind
everyone to stay vigilant to protect one other.  We are almost there, but the pandemic is not
quite over.  We want to continue to prevent any outbreaks that could result in limitations on
learning, extra-curricular activities, sports, and future events such as graduation.

We saw how gatherings and travel affected us after the Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays.
There has been a recent surge in cases in our community, so maintaining precautions is very
important for preventing spread.  This is especially true because several individuals who have
recently tested positive have experienced no symptoms. Without following mask and social
distancing guidelines, people are unknowingly spreading it.

Please follow our current Vermont gathering guidelines regarding the number of households and
vaccine receipt. If you travel, please follow quarantine guidelines upon return. Additionally,
please wear masks, stay 6 feet apart, and sanitize/wash your hands often.  If parents are
vaccinated, it does not mean that children can travel without quarantine.  It may mean that your
student may not be able to return to in person learning after April break.

We know this has been so difficult and so many of us are "over it," but we need to keep up the
precautions for a little while longer. Positive change is coming, but we are not there yet. And to
get there as soon as possible, we all need to continue to maintain the great illness prevention
work we are all doing.

So do the fun holiday traditions, gather as much as you can under the guidelines, enjoy family
as best you can, and soon we will be back to a much better place.

Thank you for your continued support of the schools and our community's health.

Sincerely,

Brooke Olsen-Farrell
Superintendent


