
 General Knowledge 

 
We feel very strongly that children entering kindergarten should have some base of 

knowledge.  This knowledge comes from the child’s first teachers –the parents or 

guardians. 

 

1. Does your child know the names of four or more colors? 

2. Please check all colors your child knows. 

It is reasonable to expect a parent to teach children about common colors. 

3. Does your child show an interest in numbers? 

By five years old the child should be showing an interest in numbers. 

4. Does your child recognize some numbers? 

A five-year-old should be able to recognize some numbers, both in and out of context. 

5. How high can your child count? 

Children entering kindergarten should be able to count to 20; many are about to count 

beyond that. 

6. Can your child count four or more objects? 

7. My child is able to count ______ objects. 

A child entering kindergarten should be able 

to count four or more objects by touching or manipulating them.  This counting skill 

in very different from the memorization of numbers shown in question 5, and exhibits 

the beginning of an understanding of math concepts. 

8. Can your child repeat a series of four numbers after hearing them once? 

(example 3-5-4-7) 

This tests both memorization and sequencing skills. 

9. Can your child copy or draw a square? 

10. Does your child know the names of the following shapes? (circle, triangle, 

diamond, cross) 

A five-year-old should be able to draw or copy a square and know that it’s a square.  

A five-year-old child is not expected to be able to draw a circle, triangle, diamond or 

cross, but should be able to name some of these geometric shapes. 

11. Does your child show interest in the letters of the alphabet? 

12. Can your child sing the alphabet song? 

13. Can your child recite the alphabet? 

14. Does your child recognize some letters of the alphabet? 

Five-year-old children are curious, and at this age should be showing an interest in 

letters, be able to sing the alphabet song, recite the alphabet, and recognize some 

letters of the alphabet out of context, particularly some letters in the child’s own first 

name. 

15. Does your child look at books with pictures and pretend to read? 

16. When he or she pretends to read books:  it sounds like a story/there isn’t 

much connection between the story my child is telling and what’s in each 

picture. 

17. Can your child actually read the words written in the book? 



18. Is your child able to retell a story in order of the way things happened? 

At age five, the child should enjoy looking at books and pretending to read.  He or 

she might talk or sing to the pictures while going through the book. 

 When the child pretends to read, the pictures the child is interpreting should 

actually make sense and sound like a story, and there should be a connection between 

each picture.  (The story may be a different one than is actually written in the book; 

that’s okay, as long as the story the child is telling makes sense according to the 

pictures.) 


