
Message from the President
Welcome to the Pana Education Foundation’s 9th Annual
Newsletter. This past year has been quite a roller coaster.
Our teachers, students and entire district has had to adapt
to many changes in and outside the classroom. A huge 
compliment goes to our Teachers and District employees
for working so diligently to ensure our students are given the best possible school experience possible.

I would like to take this opportunity to give a special thanks to Tom Morrell. Tom recently retired from the Pana Education Foundation Board. 
When Tom came on board with the foundation, he stepped right in and did a fantastic job. Tom was a true asset to the Board. Thank you, Tom, 
for all you’ve done and continue to do for the Foundation. With the departure of Tom, we have welcomed Eric Kingery to join our Board. Eric is 
a Country Financial Agent in Pana. We are looking forward to working with Eric.

Our Board continues to work hard to ensure that we are assisting the district in meeting the day-to-day needs of our students and  teachers.
Even with increased grants and funding from the State, due to Covid, over the last year, the Pana Education Foundation has continued to 
support our teachers, students and district by enhancing classroom projects and the 1:1 program. Our focus continues to be on technology. 
Evidence from this past school year shows how important it is for the best technology options to be in the hands of our teachers and 
students. I believe the technology provided in our district allows our graduates to become an active participant in the next phase of their lives.

Over the past year, the PEF has provided over $6,200.00 to the Mini-Grant Program. We have assisted in funding the Tech Integration 
program, interactive projection, and math and science technology presentation upgrades, to name a few. We’ve also provided $12,150.00 to 
the 1:1 program this year. To date, the Pana Education Foundation has provided over $240,000.00 to “The Children of Our Future” by 
classroom enhancements, 26 scholarships, and the 1:1 program. For more information regarding the PEF’s involvement within the PCUSD #8, 
check out the Pana Education Foundation’s page on the Pana School District site. Also, give us a “Like” on our Facebook page.

Without the continued support of our “Friends of the Pana Education Foundation”, it would not be possible to provide for these programs. 
Thank you for your past support as well as your future support. Please contact the Pana Superintendent’s office at 217-562-1500 to see how 
you, too, can be a part of helping, “The Children of Our Future”.

Thank you,

Rebecca Carter-Beeson
Pana Education Foundation PresidentFollow the Pana Education Foundation on Facebook



 Pana Education Foundation Scholarships

 The Pana Education Foundation awarded two graduating seniors $500 
scholarships at the 2020 Commencement. These scholarships are 
renewable annually for four years for a total value of $2,000. In all, 
26 students have benefited from the PEF scholarship program and 
$44,000 has been committed to the furthering of their educations.

     Pictured are award winners Morgyn Kircher and Natalie Stauder
     with PEF President, Rebecca Carter-Beeson.

Due to COVID-19, The Pana Education Foundation 
sponsored one fundraiser during 2020.  In September, the 
PEF sponsored it’s Angelos drive-thru meal fundraiser, 
which resulted in 560 tickets sold, with several donations of 
these tickets  made to families within the school district. 

This year’s fundraiser raised approximately $2500.00.

Thank you to everyone who helped to make this and all 
past fundraisers a success!

  Scoring for Education  Pana Education Foundation Fundraiser

The PEF has greatly benefited from the strong sponsorship of two 
of its local banks, First National Bank of Pana & Peoples Bank and 
Trust of Pana, with its annual Scoring for Education fundraiser 
during the winter boys and girls basketball seasons.

During the 2019-2020 season, 65 three-point shots were made. 
This brings the 15-year grand total for this fundraiser to $59,924. 

Thank you First National Bank of Pana & People’s Bank and Trust of 
Pana for your continued season and specialty game sponsorships.

 Pana Education Foundation Board Members

Pictured from left to right:: Rebecca Carter-Beeson, Mark Beyers, 
Sarah Burris, Mike Cothern, Josh Ishmael, Eric Kingery, and Al Stupek



Classroom Mini-Grant Program

The Pana Education Foundation announced its 2020 - 
2021 Classroom Mini-Grant winners this past fall.  In total, 
there were 5 applicants who received mini-grant awards, 
comprising roughly $6,200.  Projects this year included the 
Makerspace and Beyond at Lincoln Elementary, classroom 
interactive projectors in the social sciences and language 
arts departments, Making my Smart Board Interactive 
Again!, and Gizmos Math & Science Simulations at PJHS.

The Classroom Mini-Grant Program began funding worthy 
classroom initiatives in the 2003-2004 school year. Over 
the last 17 years, the PEF has funded roughly $199,017.00 
in grant applications. This has been an amazing 
supplement to our children's classroom educational 
experience.

The Pana Education Foundation wishes to thank our 
supporters for their generous contributions that make a 
difference in our children’s educational future!  

Business Partner Technology Showcase

Each year in the spring, the PEF hosts an Annual Technology 
Showcase.  However, due to COVID and schools teaching 
students via remote learning, the showcase  was put on hold.  The 
learning and development of new technologies, however, was not. 

In the interim, the Pana Junior High School was continuing to 
develop the resources in its ICE Box, a collaborative space whose 
idea came about from a group of students under the direction of 
science teacher, Ashley Keeling.  In just a few short years, an 
empty space evolved into a space for hands-on learning.  This 
year’s technology contributions have included 3D Oculus viewers, 
Z spaces for 3D learning and collaboration, Chromecasting for 
ease of sharing ideas, and two types of 3D printers.

Pana High School followed suite and continued with the 
expansion of their Visual STEM lab to include a second-floor 
STEM lab that focused on production.  Currently students in 
Technology Applications can use 3D printers, Cricut machines, 
and Tinkercad to design unique ideas and bring them to life.
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