
 

 

 

 

 

OAKLYN PUBLIC SCHOOL 
DISTRICT 
Shaping Lives for the Future 

 

 

March 26, 2021 

 

 

Dear Oaklyn School Community,  

 

Happy Friday! Hope you each had a productive week. The Collingswood and Oaklyn School Districts have so many 

positive things taking place. It is critically important that we take time to reflect on our practices and share with the 

community. It is also important to hear from and celebrate the efforts of our students and educators.  

 

School Reopening Update (NEW)  

 

District Goal: Return to Full-time In-Person Instruction in September 

Our district goal is to return to full-time in-person instruction in September. The planning for September is a fluid situation 

and we will continue sharing information with our school community along the way as progress is made.   

 

Arrival and Dismissal Procedures: Preschool and Elementary (NEW) 

Effective April 19th, we are pushing the arrival time for our PreK-5 students back by fifteen minutes in the morning.  Our 

new arrival times will be 8:45 am - 9:00 am for K-5 students and 9:00 am - 9:15 am for preschool students.  During this 

extended time, we plan to offer additional small group instruction and/or academic support in the areas of reading, 

writing, and math to all PreK-5 students.  Should the new arrival times present a hardship for your family, please contact 

your Building Administrator for additional support.  

  

All Elementary Schools:  

●   Drop-off: 8:45am - 9:00am: COVID check-in questions will continue to be performed as part of the 

morning routine at school. Please continue to perform these protocols at home.   

●   Dismissal: 1:00pm  

All Preschool Classes:  

●   Drop-off: 9:00am - 9:15am: COVID check-in questions will continue to be performed as part of the 

morning routine. Please continue to perform these protocols at home.   

●   Dismissal: 1:15pm  

Wednesday Schedule is Changing: Preschool and Elementary (NEW) 

Effective April 19th, we will also be adjusting the Wednesday schedule so that it is an academic day consistent with the 

regular schedule for the remainder of the week. The instructional day will now take place from 9:00a - 1:00p for 

elementary students and 9:15a - 1:15p for preschool students. The new Wednesday Schedule is as follows:  

 

● Blue Hybrid (Elementary: 9am - 1pm; Preschool: 9:15am - 1:15pm) 

○ Dates: April 28, May 12, May 26 

● Gold Hybrid (Elementary: 9am - 1pm; Preschool: 9:15am - 1:15pm) 

○ Dates: May 5, May 19, June 9 

Final Opportunity for Remote Learners to Opt-In for Hybrid Learning (NEW) 

As our district continues to plan for increased student capacity during the month of April, we would like to provide our 

families with one final opportunity to revise their choice from fully remote to hybrid. If your family wishes to make this 

https://www.oaklynschool.org/o/oaklyn
https://www.oaklynschool.org/o/oaklyn


 

 

transition, please contact your building secretary no later than Monday, March 29th at 1:00p.  After this time, our 

district will assume your family will remain full remote through the end of the school year.  

Phased Mitigation: Expanding Access to In-person Instruction (NEW) 

On March 19, 2021 the CDC provided updated guidance pertinent to the re-opening of K-12 schools. The CDC’s 

updated K-12 operational strategy presents a pathway for schools to provide in-person instruction safely through 

consistent use of prevention strategies, including universal and correct use of masks and physical distancing. 

Phased Mitigation: Facilities Considerations (NEW)  

In preparation for this year, classrooms were set up to maintain 6 feet of space between students. Rooms were 

reassessed in early late February and again last week to determine the numbers of students to be accommodated 

while adhering to physical distancing guidelines. As a result, classroom capacity may be enhanced.  The district is 

committed to ensuring that all elementary classrooms are set up for maximum occupancy per CDC guidelines of 3 feet. 

 

 

What does this mean for my child’s school? 

● There will be an increase in the number of students that can safely be accommodated for in-person 

instruction.  

● Increased access has been determined according to classroom setup, use of existing furniture, maintenance 

of safety exits, and ADA compliance.  

● Buildings & Grounds Staff will complete all previously scheduled project work the week of Spring Break 

(April 6 - April 9). 

● Classrooms will be reconfigured  to support more students in-person April 11 - April 13.  

● School Buildings will be available for Teaching Staff to set up classrooms April 14 - April 15.  

● Additional desk shields have been ordered and will be delivered prior to student arrival on April 19.  

 

 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/operation-strategy.html#ref1


 

 

 

Expanding Access: What are the Considerations for Students? 

Collingswood and Oaklyn Public Schools will continue to use a Multi-Tiered System of Support (MTSS) approach to 

identify PreK-12 students who are struggling academically, socially and/or emotionally. Schools will categorize students 

based on a three-tier system, and refer to this data when recommending students to return for five days of in-person 

instruction. We plan to extend this offer to as many students as possible in order to fill all available seats. 

 

 

What does this mean for my child’s school? 

The following Multi-Tiered System of Support (MTSS) process will take place at every elementary school:  

● Educators, administrators, and other support staff will analyze key data and communicate with families in 

order to gain additional knowledge about the unique needs of all students.   

● Students will be placed in a tier (I, II or III) based on the information collected.  Students who are making 

progress in their current learning environment will remain in tier I.  Students who are struggling to make 

progress will be assigned to either tier II or tier III based on their individual needs.   

● In order to provide our students in tier II and tier III with the academic interventions and/or support services 

they need to succeed, we will make every attempt to bring them back to school for five days of in-person 

instruction starting the week of April 26th.   

Expanding Access: What will be the process for families? (NEW) 

Elementary Schools will be contacting families March 26th through April 16th to invite more students to participate at 

school in-person based on classroom capacity and student need. Please note that the school district will be closed 

April 2nd - April 9th for Spring Break.    



 

 

Expanding Access: What are the changes to the learning schedule? (NEW) 

Our elementary instructional model is reflected below with varying times related to developmentally appropriate 

practices in each grade level. Throughout the day, teachers will guide students through the Gradual Release of 

Responsibility Model allowing students to receive direct instruction followed by guided and independent practice. Our 

intended outcomes are to be responsive to the  diverse needs of our students. 

 

 

 
 

 

● Balanced Literacy Components: 

○ Reading Workshop: 10–15-minute mini lesson with 

15-30 minutes of independent practice 

○ Writing Workshop: 10–15-minute mini lesson with 

15-30 minutes of independent practice 

○ Small-Group Instruction: 15-45 minutes daily  

○ Word Study: 10–15-minute mini lesson with 15-20 

minutes of independent practice 

● Math Workshop: 10–15-minute mini lesson with 30-45 

minutes of independent practice and small-group instruction 

● Social Studies/Science: structured to meet the NJ Student 

Learning Standards (NJSLS) for elementary  

● Special Area Instruction: Our special area teachers will 

continue to offer enrichment learning activities on 

Wednesday afternoons.  We encourage all families to 

participate in these activities between the hours of 2:15p and 

3:00p on Wednesdays.  

● Extended Instructional Support: Classroom Teachers and/or 

Academic Support Interventionists will offer extended 

instructional support time on some afternoons to reinforce 

concepts taught during the school day.  Your child’s teacher 

will provide a more specific schedule for these hours.  

● Tuesdays: 2:15p - 3:00p (classroom teachers or 

academic support) 

● Thursdays: 2:15p - 3:00p (classroom teachers or 

academic support) 

 

 

Preschool/ Elementary  

 
 

INSTRUCTIONAL SCHEDULE MARCH 29TH - APRIL 2ND  

 

29) 

Blue In-Person/ 

Gold Remote K-5 

9:00a – 1:00p 
w/breaks 

Small Group 
Support 2:30p-
3:00p 

Preschool runs 
15m later 

30)  

Blue In-Person/    

Gold Remote K-5 

9:00a – 1:00p 
w/breaks  

Small Group 
Support 2:30p-
3:00p 

Preschool runs 15m 
later 

31)  

Gold In-Person/    

Blue Remote K-5 

9:00a – 1:00p 
w/breaks 

Small Group 
Support 2:30p-
3:00p 

 
Preschool runs 15m 
later 

1)  

Gold In-Person/     

Blue Remote K-5 

9:00a – 1:00p 
w/breaks  

Preschool runs 15m 
later 

 
There will be no office 
hours on Thursday,  
April 1st.  

 

2)  

 

 

SCHOOLS CLOSED 

Start of Spring Break 
 

 
 



 

 

Supporting Students Through Traumatic Events 

We are deeply saddened by the recent violent and deliberate attacks against Asian-American and Pacific Islanders.  

As a school community, we recognize that discussing these heartbreaking moments in history can be extremely 

challenging for school community members and families.  Our teaching and support staff are incorporating a variety of 

resources into their instructional day to address these concerns in a developmentally appropriate manner.  As a family, 

we encourage you to take part in ongoing discussions with your children.  We hope these resources will assist in those 

discussions: 

 

❏ Beautiful Virtual Picture Book: Young, Proud and Sung-Jee by Joyce Y Lee and Emily Ku can be found 

here.  

❏ Beautiful Virtual Picture Book: Eyes That Kiss in the Corners by Joanna Ho with gorgeous illustrations 

by Dung Ho. A special edition of this book by author Joanna Ho can be found on Barnes and Noble's 

virtual bedtime stories YouTube page found here. 

❏ Additional Children’s Book Resources to Celebrate Diversity: 

❏ I Am Every Good Thing: Derrick Barnes and Gordon C. James 

❏ You Matter and Another: Christian Robinson 

❏ Dreamers: Yuyi Morales 

❏ Learning Resource: Responding to Anti-Asian Violence 

❏ Learning Resource: After Atlanta: Teaching About Asian American Identity and History 

❏ Action Guide: 16 ways to help children become thoughtful, informed, and BRAVE about race 

 
 

Summer Acceleration 

 
 

The Collingswood and Oaklyn School Districts received funds to support summer learning and mental health support 

for students. Summer programming options this year will be focused on accelerating student progress by re-engaging 

and re-connecting students to school. Garfield School Leader Mark Wiltsey will be coordinating this effort with a team 

of educators representing elementary, middle, and high school needs. Please stay tuned for details of program offerings 

and registration information after we return from Spring Break.  

 

Nutritional Services 

 
 

 

Fruits and vegetables are loaded with the nutrients kids need to 

grow, be strong and healthy and perform well in school. Try 

introducing a new vegetable and/or fruit into a meal. Look for 

vegetables and/or fruits that are seasonal. 

 

A recipe has no soul.  You as the cook must bring soul to the 

recipe - Thomas Keller, American Chef 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://issuu.com/joyceylee/docs/yps2020
https://youtu.be/VFz0wktGr2k
https://youtu.be/SSFa8oXYdbA
https://youtu.be/ltOaIsWXpHA
https://vimeo.com/511491324
https://youtu.be/SH7Unhifaj0
https://www.learningforjustice.org/the-moment/march-15-2021-addressing-antiasian-bias
https://www.learningforjustice.org/magazine/after-atlanta-teaching-about-asian-american-identity-and-history
https://www.embracerace.org/resources/16-ways-to-help-children-become-thoughtful-informed-and-brave-about-race


 

 

Nursing School Health Services 

 
 

 
 

“Children need to be HEALTHY to be EDUCATED and EDUCATED to be HEALTHY” 

 

 

Special Education 

 

I.G.N.I.T.E Program Update 

Five years ago, Collingswood started an amazing transition program for 18–21-year-old students with disabilities, called 

I.G.N.I.T.E, which stands for Individuals Gaining Necessary Intensive Transition Experience. The program’s goal is to 

prepare our students for a life of independence.  Our students’ days are broken into class time where they learn 

functional math/language arts, financial literacy, along with vocational, social and life skills. In the afternoon students 

go out to volunteer job placements in the community. The students are accompanied by a job coach who guides them 

in the appropriate ways to perform work tasks, speak to co-workers and conduct themselves in a work environment. 

We have been fortunate to have a very supportive community that has provided our students with some amazing work 

experiences! 

 



 

 

 

      

I.G.N.I.T.E Job Placements 

 

Our Lady of Lourdes, Collingswood Buildings and Grounds, Collingswood 

Middle School, Nutriserve, Collingswood Public Works Department, 

Scottish Rite Theater, Collingswood Manor, Christian Day Nursery 

School, Collingswood Public Library, Goodwill Distribution Center-

Pennsauken, Pop Shop, Petsmart Adoption Center, Lindenwold Animal 

Shelter, Collingswood High School, Camtech Computer Repair, Goodwill 

Store-Audubon 

 
If you are a local business owner and would like to discuss possibly having one or more of our students volunteer in 

your business, please contact Mrs. Heather Brown at hbrown@collsk12.org. Thank you. 

 

 

 

Buildings & Grounds 

 
 

Know of a hard-working aged teen in search of a summer job? The Building & Grounds (B&G) Department is taking 

applications for summer staff! Interested applicants can apply online through the following link. For questions or 

additional information, contact Michael Sinesi in the B&G Office. 

 

 

 

Oaklyn School 

 
 

GIFTED & TALENTED FUN! 

 

Our G&T students had a blast learning all about Ancient Civilizations!  Some of the activities included using a cuneiform 

tablet with self-created hieroglyphics to tell a story, recreating a potter’s wheel, and building Egyptian pyramids with 

toothpicks and clay! Take a look at some of their awesome projects! 
 

   

Evan Huong Elliot Pollock Odin Thompson 
 

mailto:hbrown@collsk12.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScJH38ejZluTnEPUgqVZyoH17vgLHYH7MOGW7_Fm9uAMMv49w/viewform?usp=sf_link


 

 

                             

THANK YOU, OAKLYN PTA 
 

We would like to thank our fabulous PTA for purchasing the books for our Fifth Grade 

Book Club!!!!  We  appreciate all of your support!  Our students are so excited to start 

reading, The 47 People You’ll Meet in Middle School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Counseling 

 
 

Collingswood and Oaklyn celebrated World SEL Day by extending it to a full week of fun activities that acknowledged 

students’ accomplishments with learning SEL skills. Thank you to our dynamic SEL team - Ms. Barnett, Ms. Graham, 

Ms. Hvisdas, and Ms. O’Lexy - for making this such an exciting week! Many students also participated in the writing, 

poetry and art contest that was held. A special thank you goes to Ms. Del Rio and Ms. Schmidt for their assistance in 

judging the art contest submissions. Please see below for some of the amazing student entries! 

 

    
 

Also, a special thanks to Mrs. Vesper for organizing the Kindness Counts activity at the secondary level. Check out 

some of the Twitter pictures! #bekind #kindnesscounts 
 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.amazon.com/People-Youll-Meet-Middle-School/dp/1524765147
https://selday.org/#:~:text=The%20Urban%20Assembly%20and%20SEL4US,Day%20on%20March%2026%2C%202021.


 

 

STEM 

 
 

DESIGN TECHNOLOGY / MR. ROZZELLE HIGHLIGHTS

Spring is in the air and students are working on some hands-on projects and activities.  In CHS Design Technology 

and CMS Woodwork and Crafts, students are utilizing a variety of specialized equipment to design, print,  and 

construct their 3D projects. 

    

 

Collingswood Middle School

 

The dedicated and amazingly talented CMS Staff continues to find creative ways to expand the clubs and activities 

offered to students. Thanks to the suggestions made recently by CMS students, we have expanded the list of existing 

offerings to include (4) new opportunities:  CMS Pet Club, CMS Anime Club, CMS Chess Club (Virtual), and CMS 

Design Club.  CMS students have fun and get involved. Click on the link below to view the most current CMS Activities 

and Clubs for 2020-2021: CMS Activities & Clubs 

CMS Games Club 
Cappelli Crew with  

Mrs. Turkot & Ms. Kemeny 
Kindness Club 

Collingswood MS Chess Club Yearbook Club Jr. Social Justice League 

S.T.R.A.W. 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes 

(FCA) 
Trek Wars 

Serabian Science Wednesdays               CMS Zoom Sports Talk Group                                CMS Pet Club                     

 Collingswood MS Anime Club  

*CMS students are encouraged to contact their School Counselor if they have an idea for a new club or activity. 

        

    
   

    
Note: Collingswood Middle School - 3rd Marking Period ends Thursday, April 1st. Grades will be released on Friday, 

April 16th. 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1vptKnEXHXCfL_j6o2nySpCm7Yz97fkNdzomSWPDg4L8/edit?usp=sharing


 

 

Collingswood High 

 

High School - 3rd marking period ends Thursday, April 1st. Grades will be released on Friday, April 16th. 
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