
    This year has been difficult for every 
extracurricular activity, though many we 
don't even consider. Our Just for Kix team 
has had to make many adjustments to 
abide by the new activity guidelines, 
including moving to a more spacious 
location, requiring masks for all practices 
and performances, and limiting (or 
eliminating altogether) the amount of 
people allowed to watch their 
performances. Despite these restrictions, 
our dancers have continued to stay 
passionate and have taken every 
opportunity they can to get the most out 
of this program and make light of these 
difficult times. 
    Last Saturday, both the Mini Kix 
(grades 3rd - 5th) and the Junior Kix 
(grades 6th-12th) traveled to the Just for 
Kix Dance Studio in Brainerd for a virtual 
performance. Just for Kix teams from all 
over the state competed for prizes, and 
our Mini Kix and Junior Kix both received 
Gold ratings for their individual 
performances. They are still waiting to 
hear how they rated within their divisions. 
The performance was live-streamed as 
no guests were allowed inside to watch.

 

    As the school year nears the end, we wonder-- 
what’s next on the Just For Kix calendar? I sat 
down with one of the team’s coaches, Lindsey 
Becker, to get the inside scoop on what the rest of 
the Just For Kix season may look like.
    “In addition to competing in Brainerd last 
Saturday, the Mini Kix and Junior Kix teams are 
registered for their first ever Virtual TWD 
Competition. This competition will give our dancers 
the opportunity to be placed in divisions against 
teams across the nation, which has never been 
done through Just For Kix before. The teams have 
pre recorded their routines and will be judged 
virtually. We expect those results in early April. 
    The resilience and dedication in these dancers 
has certainly shown throughout this challenging 
season. Our season will come to an end with our 
dancers performing in the Just For Kix Spring Show 
on May 15th.”
    It certainly sounds like this will continue to be a 
very eventful season for our team here at 
McGregor School. Good job dancers, keep making 
us proud!

   The Minnesota State High School 
League approved spring sports?!?!! 
After a full year of Covid and missing 
the spring season last year, high 
schools in the state were cleared to 
have spring sports! This week I 
decided to sit down with Varsity 
Baseball coach Mike Sorensen, with 
some pre-season questions. 

Are you excited for your new 
position as head coach?
“Yes! I have coached for 15 years and this 
is my first time being a head coach. It is 
especially cool since I am coaching at my 
old high school.”

What are your thoughts on the 
Covid restrictions? 
“I am not fond of having to wear masks 
outside, but as long as we are being safe 
and are out on the field having fun, we 
will deal with it!”

What goals would you like to achieve 
this season?
“Well, as long as we are having fun and 
working hard every day, that is all I want to 
achieve. Winning some games would be 
nice, but that is not how we will measure 
success. We will measure success on 
showing improvements week by week and 
throughout the season.”

After talking to Coach Sorensen, I 
decided to ask senior James Dawson 
some questions about the upcoming 
season.

Are you excited for the season?
“Yes, I am very excited because we didn’t get 
to have a season last year because of the 
pandemic.”

What are your hopes for your senior 
season?
“The only real goal for me this season is to 
have a fun, successful final year of baseball 
to end my senior year.” 

A new school year brings new changes 
and one of those new changes included 
getting a new superintendent. Mr. 
Johnson works very hard at making 
sure our school is run properly and safe! 
He was willing to sit down with me and 
answer some questions. 

What was your first impression of 
McGregor Schools?
“ It was big or bigger than I thought and 
I first felt lost roaming the hallways but 
it’s very well kept”

Why did you choose to come to 
McGregor?
“ They were willing to take a chance on 
me and I enjoy the lake country too”

As superintendent, how do you think 
this school year has gone?
“ I think it has gone very well. It’s nice to 
have the students here in session 
instead of distance and the staff has 
done a wonderful job with the crazy 
school year”

What’s your favorite thing about 
McGregor, as a community and 
school?
“ Everyone is very supportive. The 
community is very generous for all they 
do for the school and is also very 
friendly!”

What kind of interests/hobbies do 
you have outside of school?
“ I like to fish, photography, all types of 
music, singing and I make balloon 
animals” 
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Because of our amazing art teacher 
Mrs. Braun, you can’t walk through the 
halls without coming across some type 
of art display. I went to ask her a few 
questions and here is what she said: 

What made you like art?
“My grandma would always sit down with 
me and we would paint and she worked 
with dry flowers.”

What is your favorite type of art?
“I love painting, but teaching sewing to the 
younger kids is something I really enjoy as 
well.”

Have you always been an art 
teacher?
“I have always been a teacher, but I have 
taught a lot of different things. Art is 
definitely my favorite.”

Favorite Class: Biology with Mr. Hartsell

Extracurriculars: Volleyball, Softball, DECA,
Boys Basketball Manager, Knowledge Bowl, &

Senior Class Secretary.

Future Plans: University of MN-Twin Cities
College of Education and Human Development

Dream Job: Teaching children how to function in society.

What will you miss most after High School?
The Bathroom by Mr. Staska’s office ;)

By Gillian Farinella

Keeping up with the kix

Crafting  Up  a  Storm 

Small town, big role
Mini Kix

McGregor Just For Kix Coach,
 Lindsey Becker

By Gillian Farinella

Week 2

Junior Kix

Want to hear more?
 Check the Merc Minute every Friday to 

hear updates on McGregor School Events, 
Activities, and more! Brad Johnson,

School Superintendent 

Beth Braun, Art Teacher

Mike Sorensen, Baseball Coach

By Kiana Hawkinson
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By Jordan Paquette


