
Garretson High School Student Newspaper   -  Garretson, SD   -  March 26, 2021  - Volume 8, Issue 29  

Senior Lizzie 
Olson was invit-
ed to  the “Three 
Class Shoot Out” 
High School All-
Star basketball 
game. Event is 
Saturday, March 
27 @ 2:00 p.m. 
in Salem. 

This Week’s 
Need to Know 

 
FACT OF THE WEEK: Like finger-
prints, everyone’s tongue print is 
different.  
 
LIFE HACK OF THE WEEK:  
Trying to ignore someone? Put 
them in your phone as IGNORE and 
then set their ringtone as silent. 
 
JOKE OF THE WEEK: How excited 
was the gardener about spring? 
 
BRAINTEASER OF THE WEEK: 
What has to be broken before you 
can use it? 
 
Answers to joke and brainteaser 
are on the bottom. 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

Friday, March 26 
 - FFA @ SDSU Little I Competition  
 - All State Band @ Mitchell 
 - HS Golf Informational Meeting 
Saturday, March 27 
 - All State Band @ Mitchell 
Monday, March 29 
 - FFA @ Tri-Valley for CDE State 
Qualifiers 
 - Quiz Bowl @ Baltic (4:00) 
 - Choir Concert (7:00) 
 - Golf Practice Starts 
Tuesday, March 30 
 - Regional Science Fair @ SDSU in 
Brookings (9:00) 
 - JH Quiz Bowl @ Parker (4:00) 
Friday, April 2 
 - No School—Easter Break 
Monday, April 5 
 - No School—Easter Break 

 
Worth Mentioning 

 
CONGRATULATIONS to the follow-
ing Girls State Representatives: 
Lauren Fick, Mataya Trower, Jaelyn 
Benson, Madi Decker, Morgan 
Pierret, and Erin Steen. These girls 
are all sponsored by the local 
American Legion Auxiliary Unit 23. 
Girls State will be held May 31st 
through June 5th at the University 
of South Dakota in Vermillion. 
 
COUNTDOWN TO BREAK: 6 Days 
Next break is April 2 through April 
5—Easter Break 

by Peyton Hove 
staff writer 
 
     With spring comes spring sports, and after two years 
the GHS tracksters are able to get back out and compete. 
Track and field started practice this past Monday, March 
22, and (mostly) everyone was eager to get started.  
     “I am looking forward to it because it has been two 
years since we've been able to be on the track. So it's 
actually quite exciting, even though I know some kids 
don’t necessarily think it’s that exciting, but I’m hoping 
that we have a full season,” said head coach Mrs. Howe. 
“I’m looking forward to seeing what the track season is 
like especially with COVID last year and not being able to 
have a full season. Just to see how much we can accom-
plish this season with less experience,” stated past state 
qualifier, senior Madden Lardy. 
     This week has been up and down with the weather, 
but the runners still get after it on the paved streets of 
Garretson. And the fielders are getting stronger everyday 
in the gym. Track practice consists of workouts from run-
ning meters to miles to get back into shape, and strength 
training with reps to throw the distance.  
     “My goal this season is to break a five minute mile. 
My fastest is 5:19, so I need to break off 19 seconds,” 
said sophomore Matthew Gilbert.  
     “I hope to make it to state. My first year at state my 

sophomore year was not good at all, so I’m hoping to 
redeem my track career and do better this time,” said 
Lardy.  
     Coach Howe said athletes just need to have a positive 
attitude with anything whether they like what they are 
doing or not, and try to have a little fun during the diffi-
cult workouts to stay motivated during practices. 22 girls 
and 23 boys went out for track and field this season.  
     The first track meet will be held in Sioux Falls for the 
West Central Early Bird on April 6. Hopefully, the track-
sters will be given the full season and not have a new 
pandemic spring up. 

JOKE: So excited he “wet his plants”    BRAINTEASER: An egg 

Back on track 

Blue Ink 

by Rebekah Roth 
staff writer 
 
     The coronavirus pandemic has 
been affecting the world for over a 
year now, but unlike last spring, Gar-
retson School has stayed open, and 
there will be the long awaited prom 
this April. Although, for the safety of 
the students attending, a few pre-
cautions have been implemented.  
     Not only will masks be mandated 
for everyone in attendance this year, 
but prom will not be hosted in the 
old gym. Additionally, with student 
council director Jodi Gloe no longer 
working at Garretson, students are 
unaware of who is currently manag-
ing prom. The Blue Ink staff inter-
viewed Principal Long to ascertain 
information about these changes.  
Q: Who has been running prom 
since Mrs. Gloe left?  
A: “Mrs. Gloe is still taking on the 
lead role. She’s getting the things in 
order and is going to be around for 
the decorating. I’ll be helping obvi-
ously too, just like normal, but Mrs. 
Gloe is still taking on all duties she 
was going to do prior to leaving.”  
Q: Are masks mandatory?  
A: “Masks are going to be mandated 
at the dance. We won’t mandate 
them for the grand march, we’ll let 
kids go through the grand march and 
all that stuff without a mask on and 
take pictures. Then we’re going to 
ask them for the dance to try to do 
their best at wearing their masks.”  
Q: What other precautions are  in 

place?  
A: “We decided not to eat here so 
that was kind of one of the precau-
tions we took because one—a lot of 
kids didn’t want to eat here, and 
two—they didn’t want to be sitting 
in masks the whole time.”  
     “For other precautions we’ll try to 
spread people out the most we can 
for the grand march and kind of get 
people away from each other as 
much as we can. Other than that 
we’re just going to do some moni-
toring of symptoms and make sure 
people are feeling okay.”  
     “I don’t think we’re going to take 
temperatures or anything like that, 
but basically just keeping an eye on 
the trend lying with COVID when we 

get closer, and hopefully if it’s con-
tinuing to stay low...I think we’re 
going to make the dance floor a little 
bigger too if we can.”  
Q: Other than those, what are the 
big changes for prom this year?  
A: “I guess a big change is that we’re 
not having the dance in the old gym. 
We’re having the grand march and 
the dance in the new gym, and the 
only reason we did that is because 
we just didn’t know what was going 
to happen so we saved some money 
by doing that and not buying quite 
as much decorations…”  
Q: What will be done to make sure 
people are upholding these rules?  
A: “We’ll continue to remind people 
to put their masks up and do the 
best we can with it. We understand 
it’s hard, but we’ll just  remind peo-
ple consistently that ‘Hey, please put 
your mask on, please have your 
mask up.’ We’re just going to ask 
people to do the best they can.”  
Q: Do you think there will still be an 
average turnout at prom this year? 
A: “This is probably as big of a prom 
as we’ve had in 4-5 years; that has a 
lot to do with how big the junior and 
senior classes are...Right now over 
50 couples signed up, which is big 
for us. It looks like we’re going to 
have a good turnout.”  
     Garretson’s prom  is April 10. Oth-
er than these new adjustments, the 
event will be proceeded with the 
same as years before . 

COVID-19 causes new prom adjustments 

“The GHS tracksters consist of 22 boys and 23 girls. Their first meet is April 6 
in Sioux Falls. Sophomore Raegen Altman shows excitement to have the first 
week of practice over with.”   
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by Trever Edmundson 
staff writer 
 
     COVID-19 vaccines have been going around for a while now 
with around 2.5 to 3 million doses being given out each day. With 
around 70% of Americans 65 years of age or older have already at 
least received one dosage.  
     The vaccines have also reached 1.3 million educators in the 
US, according to the CDC director. The vaccine is slowly becoming 
more accessible to the public in many states. South Dakota will 
be allowing vaccinations for the younger public at the age of 16 
or above to begin receiving the vaccine by May 1st. 
     The worldwide vaccination dosage amount has just hit 476 
million with 106 million being fully vaccinated. The amount of 
vaccines given out in the US has just hit 128 million with 45.5 of 
those being fully vaccinated. South Dakota just hit vaccinations 
with 165k being fully vaccinated.  
     Even with all of this progression toward the fights against the 
COVID-19 pandemic it will still be quite the wait until we can go 
back to our normal routine. With further efforts and hopes for 
the future our situation is likely to get better so just continue to 
do what you can to control the spread of the pandemic.  

     Last week The Bachelor concluded 
with the final rose ceremony as well 
as an After the Final Rose show. 
     Bachelor Matt James ended up 
picking Rachael Kirkconnell over other 
finalist Michelle Young. However 
James did not propose as is typically 
expected. James just asked Kirkcon-
nell to continue their relationship, 
which is maybe a more reasonable 
route than proposal. 
     However, their relationship was 
not meant to last after James and 
Kirkconnell broke up after revelations 
of past racist actions by Kirkconnell. 
     James has said he still cares about 
her but needs to let her focus on her 
commitment to do better. 
     The Bachelor and The Bachelorette 
will continue their seasons despite 
this recent drama. Katie Thurston and 
Michelle Young will be the next bach-
elorettes in back-to-back seasons. 
     Also dropping from The Bachelor 
world were that host Chris Harrison 
was stepping away from the show and 
will be replaced by former Bache-
lorette stars Tayshia Adams and Kait-
lyn Bristowe. 

Bachelor Buzz 

     Keep in touch with what is happening 
in the school and with our Blue Dragon 
athletics.  
 
SCHOOL: @GHSBlueDragons 
BOOSTERS: @BDragonBoosters 
FOOTBALL: @BlueDragonFB 
VOLLEYBALL: @BlueDragonVB 
SOCCER: @GarretsonSoccer 
BOYS BASKETBALL: @BlueDragonBBB 
GIRLS BASKETBALL: @BlueDragonHoops 
GOLF: 
@ghs_golf2017 
 
     You can also 
follow the Blue 
Ink on snapchat 
at ghs_blueink. 

Blue Dragon 
Social Media 

While the vaccine roll out has been  
successful, more needs to be done before  

going “back to normal” 

COVID Update 

Answers 
found on 
page 5 

     After the 
first two 
rounds, 
March Madness had lived up to its 
name. Sophomore Cooper Long sits 
atop the leaderboard closely fol-
lowed by Miss Williamson and fellow 
sophomore Preston Bohl. Mr. 
Schweitzer and junior Cadyn Ock-
enga round out the top five. 
     However with all the upsets and 
shakeups so far in the tourney, who 
knows whose bracket is going to 
make it through these next rounds. 
     The NCAA tourney resumes play 
today with the Sweet 16 and finishes 
tomorrow before heading straight 
into the Elite Eight Sunday, Monday. 

Blue Dragon 
Pride Pool 

Editorial Cartoon 
by Camas Johnston 
staff writer 

by Trever Edmundson 
staff writer 

Crossword 

by Morgan Swenson 
staff writer 
 
     With it being 
Women’s History 
Month there are nu-
merous things that 
women have done. 
But there are also 
things that, as had a 
big impact on women 
such as sexual as-
sault. There are many 
types of sexual as-
saults. Many don’t know what 
they are, there are  about 8 
different types of sexual as-
saults.  
Types of sexual assault 

• Rape 

• Forcible sodomy 

• Forcible object 
penetration  

• Marital rape 

• Unwanted sexual 
touching  

• Sexual contact 
with minors  

• Incest 

• Any unwanted or 
coerced sexual con-
tact  

     Sexual assaults are more 
common than people would 
like to talk about. Over America 
it happens about every 73 sec-
onds. (https://www.rainn.org/

statistics/victims-sexual-violence)  
     22% of victims are younger 
than 12 when they were first 
raped, 32% were/are between 
the ages of 12 and 17.  
     In a college survey, 90% of 
women knew their attacker(s) 
prior to the assault. (https://

www.wcsap.org/help/about-sexual-
assault/how-often-does-it-happen)  
     It can happen anywhere. “ I 
was only 15 when it happened 
to me and it was in my own 
bedroom,” said a Garretson 
student who wished to remain 
anonymous. 
     Out of 1000 sexual assaults 
about 995 perpetrators will 
walk free. Only about 230 out 
of 1000 cases are reported to 
the police. Out of that 230 only 
46 reports lead to arrest. Nine 

are referred to prosecutors. 
Five cases will lead to a felony 
conviction, and 4.6 rapists will 
be incarcerated.  
     “I was one of the people 
that decided to go to the po-
lice. I was told they couldn’t do 
anything about it because it 
was a ‘he said she said’ situa-
tion,” told the student. 
     In a study of 158 female 
suicide attempts, 50% of the 
subjects reported having been 
sexually abused at some time. 
(https://
pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/8281805/)  
     “After I had gone to the po-
lice and they told me they 
couldn’t do anything about it, 
people found out that I had 
reported it and they all started 
coming at me. People were 
saying that I was lying and only 
did it for attention and it never 
happened. When I started 
getting bullied and harassed, I 
felt so alone and started to 
believe people when they said I 
didn’t belong here. It got to the 
point that I actually tried to 
take my own life. Thank god 
that it didn’t work and I am 
here today,” said the student. 
     If someone is a victim and 
ever starts feeling that way DO 
NOT TRY AND TAKE YOUR LIFE. 
There are people to talk to. 
Talk to someone here whether 
it’s a teacher, Mr. Long, or Mrs. 
Pliska. If you do not feel com-
fortable talking to them you 
can call 1(800)273-8255 (the 
suicide hotline), or 1(800)656-
HOPE (4673) (the national sex-
ual assault hotline). 

1 in every 5 women 

https://www.rainn.org/statistics/victims-sexual-violence
https://www.rainn.org/statistics/victims-sexual-violence
https://www.wcsap.org/help/about-sexual-assault/how-often-does-it-happen
https://www.wcsap.org/help/about-sexual-assault/how-often-does-it-happen
https://www.wcsap.org/help/about-sexual-assault/how-often-does-it-happen
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/8281805/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/8281805/
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by Mrs. Julie Mueller 
guest contributor 
 
     Science Fair looked a 
bit different this year 
with Covid-19 and the 
restrictions in place due 
to the virus. Students in 
grades 7 and 8 each had 
to plan and implement 
an individual project 
with the exception of 
students with plant pro-
jects, a randomizer was 
used to draw slots. Sev-
enty-one projects were 
presented in class 
starting the first 
Wednesday in December. The last project was present-
ed Monday, March 15. Project presentations were rec-
orded and sent to parents, posted to Google Classroom, 
and to the Science Fair Facebook page. The final results 
are in.  
     In the area of Animal Science, Aleah Wagner was 
awarded blue and Grand Champion honors with her 
project entitled “What Dog Treats do Dogs Like Most?”. 
Reserve in the category went to “Do Cats Prefer Certain 
Colors” by Jade Bertotti. Other blue ribbon placers were 
Lucie Frewaldt’s “What is My Bunny’s Favorite Treat?” 
and Kaitlyn Steinhoff’s “Paw Preference”. Red ribbons 
were awarded to “Do Human Emotions Affect Equine 
Emotions?” by Lane Ellefson; “What Type of Cucumber 
Does a Guinea Pig Prefer?” by Audra Genzler; “Is a 
Horse’s Stride Length Affected by Its Shoulder Angle or 
Height?”; “Does Music Have an Effect on a Cat’s Behav-
ior?” by Elizabeth Roth; “How do Cats Respond to Bird 
Sound Recordings?” by Elizabeth Wastell; “What Toys 
do Goats Like Most?” by Elijah Winterton; “How Dogs 
React to Higher Frequencies” by Logan Judd; and “Paw 
Preference” by Aaliyah Stensland. White ribbons were 
awarded to Brock Bonte’s “Does Equine Stride Length 
Affect Speed of Horse?”; Levi Top’s “Which Works 
Better for Bass Fishing? A Real Worm or a Senkos 
Worm?”; Ashley Harris’ “How do Fathead Minnows Re-
act to Different Temperatures of Water?”; and Dankia 
Juhl’s “Jumping Dog”.  
     Gracie Fiegen was awarded blue and Grand Champi-
on honors in the Behavioral Science division. Her pro-
ject was entitled “Can an Adult Pass a Middle School 
Test?” Earning a red in the same division was Harper 
Johnson with “Does Color Affect Taste?” “How Long 
Does it Take for Different Brands of Popcorn to Pop?” 
by Martin Welch was awarded blue and Grand Champi-
on in the Biochemistry category.  
     Another large category was in the area of Chemistry. 
Blue and Grand Champion went to Eliza Potter’s 
“Phosphorescence”. Maci Rotert earned blue and Re-
serve Champion honors with her “Which Laundry Deter-
gent Actually Works?” Other blue ribbon placers were 
Cole Jessen’s “What is the Effect of Salt on the Boiling 
Temperature of Water?”; Addison Hove’s “White Can-
dles vs. Colored Candles”; Brooklyn Jacobson’s 
“Charcoal Water Purifying Experiment''; and Charli Jo 
Peterson’s “How Long Can Glo Sticks Last in the Dark 
and in the Light?”. Earning red ribbons were Tayler Ben-

son’s “How Long is the 
Glow?”; Drew Chester’s 
“Which Soda Will React the 
Most to Mentos?”; Cody Fac-
ile’s “How Much Damage 
Does Helium Affect Oxygen?”; 
Torielle Gehrke’s “How Salty 
Water has to be for an Egg to 
Float”; Kaylin Leedy’s “Do 
Whtie Candles Burn Faster 
than Colored Candles?”, Madi-
son Lumpkin’s “Which Candles 
Burn Faster, Scented or Un-
scented?”; Ethan Magnuson’s 
“How Different Amounts of 
Food Coloring Change the 
Colors of Growing Crystals”; 
Cortney Rogich’s “Banana 
Power”; and Jayda Snedeker’s 

“Juice Balls: The Science of Spherification.” White rib-
bons in this division went to “Can You Make a Lemon 
Volcano?” by Jayden Davis; “Which Liquid Freezes the 
Fastest?” by TylerErickson; “Testing if the Mountain 
Dew Trick Will Really Work” by Austin Freestone; and 
“How to Get Rid of Rust” by Luke Persing.  
     A red ribbon was awarded to Cole Schleuter in the 
Earth Science category for his “What Type of Soil Has 
the Most Water Filtration?” Calvin Larson received a 
white in the category for his project “Volcano Lab Show-
down of Doom”. Joshua Gilbert’s “Is a Homemade PC 
Faster than a Store Bought PC?” earned him a red in 
Engineering, Computer Science. In the area of Engi-
neering, Materials Nicholas Wynia with “Which Bridge 
Will Support More Weight: Beam, Arch, Suspension, 
Cantilever, Tied Arch, or Cable Stayed?”. Earning red 
ribbons in Engineering, Mechanical were Colin Shel-
lum’s “How Does a Steam Engine Work?” and Malick 
Wylie’s “Is an RC Car Able to Drive on Land and Wa-
ter?”.  
     Blue and Grand Champion in Medicine and Health 
was awarded to Ava Nordstrom with her project enti-
tled “Is Just Washing Your Hands Enough?”. Blue and 
Reserve Champion went to Nora Bonte’s “Rethink Your 
Drink”. Also earning blue ribbons were Karlie 
Genzlinger’s “Which Type of Water is the Healthiest?” 

and Isabella Sysa’s “Which Mask is Most Effective?” 
There were two red ribbon winners in this category with 
Kassidy Debates’ “Which Brand of Diapers is the Most 
Absorbent?” and Kenzie Jansen’s “Tooth Decay Egg Pro-
ject”.  
     Physics has historically been one of our largest cate-

gories and this year was no different. Mia Christensen’s 
“Battery Power” earned blue and Grand. Treyton Deck-
er’s “How Does the Sweet Spot of a Baseball Bat Corre-
late with Movement and Vibration?” and Brooklyn Tru-
deau’s “Does the Surface of the Ground Have an Impact 
on a Soccer Ball’s Bounce?” earned blue and Co Reserve 
Champion honors. Red ribbons went to Reece Connel-
ly’s “The Lemon Battery”; Jordan DeWitte’s “ How 
Different Surfaces Affect the Bounce of a Basketball”; 
Jakob Gnadt’s “Which Type of Fishing Line is the Strong-
est?”; Daniel Hoskins’ “Does Distance Matter in Accura-
cy?”; Jake Jones’ “Egg Drop Test”; Riley Lafferty-Mack’s 
“ What Color of Spray Paint Dips the Best?”; Ava Ock-
enga’s “Does Air Pressure Affect the Bounce of a Bas-
ketball?”; Alyssa Olson’s “Does the Amount of Air in a 
Soccer Ball Affect the Distance it Will Travel?”; Serie 
Risty’s “How to Make the Perfect Basketball Shot”; No-
ah Schotzko’s “What Water Bottle has the Best Insula-
tion?”; Maiya Strand’s “Dancing Salt”; and Cade Uhlich’s 
“Epoxy Challenge”. White ribbons went to “Does the 
Shape of an Ice Cube Affect How Quickly it Melts?” by 
Landon Bakker; “What Type of Bike Patches Work 
Best?” by Wyatt Fry; “How Different Angles Affect How 
Far and How a Rocket Travels” by Jesus Gonzalez;  
     Grand Champion and a blue ribbon were awarded to 
Andres Stensland in the Plant Science division. His pro-
ject was entitled “What is Hydroponics?” Red ribbon 
winners in the category were Kaelyn Braun with her 
“Does Acid Rain Affect Plants?” and Deborah Stowe 
with “What Happens When You Add Food Coloring to 
the Water of Fresh Cut Carnation Flowers?”  
     This year’s Overall Honorable Mention went to the 
Physics project by Mia Christensen, daughter of Aaron 
and Stacy Christensen. The Reserve Grand Champion 
project came from the Medicine and Health division and 
was awarded to Ava Nordstrom, daughter of Shannon 
and Tamie Nordstrom. Our Grand Champion award this 
year came from the Chemistry division with honors go-
ing to Eliza Potter, daughter of Bruce and Laura Potter.  

Despite COVID adjustments and re-
strictions, Blue Dragon middle school 

students conducted and presented 

2020-2021 Garretson Middle 
School Science Fair 

Mia Christensen took grand champion in the physics category looking 
at battery power and longevity. Christensen was also awarded Overall 
Honorable Mention for this project. 

Photo submitted by Mrs. Julie Mueller 

Hand sanitizer has been a hot item, especially for the last year. Ava 
Nordstrom researched its effectiveness and earned a grand champion 
for her efforts. Nordstrom received Overall Grand Champion as well. 

Photo submitted by Mrs. Julie Mueller 

Eliza Potter has performed well at science fair previously including 
taking top honors in her division last year. This year Potter and her 
project on phosphorescence took grand champion in the chemistry 
division as well as earning Overall Grand Champion. 

Photo submitted by Mrs. Julie Mueller 

by Dustyn Winterton 
staff writer 
 
     On Monday March 22, Garret-
son School held the Honor Band 
Festival. The schools that attend-
ed were Baltic, Howard, McCook, 
and Sioux Valley. 
     Students from Garretson in-
cluded Abrianna Doppenberg, 
Lauren Fick, Alexa Draper, Seth 
Peterson, Sage Solheim, 

and  Evan Debates.  
     Abrianna Doppenberg com-
mented on how it went (insert 
interview) 
     They played songs such as The 
Star Spangled Banner, Amparito 
Roca, Aces of the Air, Fate of the 
Gods, and Ye Banks and Braes O’ 
Bonnie Doon. 

BEC Honor Band 
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Maze courtesy of  
myteenguide.com 
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by Camas Johnston 
staff writer 
 
     The West Mall 7 
theaters in Sioux 
Falls are due to be 
reopening on 
Wednesday March 31 just under a week away. West Mall 7 closed due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic and the lack of showings on February 19, of 2021 and has 
been closed for a little over 5 and a half weeks. 
     When reopening West Mall 7 they will be putting some guidelines for 
showings due to COVID Including masks being required unless you're under 
the age of two, and staying 6 feet away from other groups. 
     On March 31st the movie Godzilla vs. Kong will be showing. Two other 
movies called Nobody, and Raya and the Last Dragon will be released Satur-
day April 3 for showings. 
     Prices for admission are: adults(17+) cost $7.00; students(13+ with student 
id) cost $5.00, people who work in the military, law, or as medical personnel 
they cost $5.00 children(>12) cost $4.00, and finally seniors cost $4.00. Prices 
will be reduced if you go to the movies before 6:00pm or on Tuesdays the ad-
mission fee is $4.00. 

Theatre set to reopen in Sioux Falls 

Spring maze 
     Each year the 
American Legion 
Auxiliary spon-
sors an essay 
and poem con-
test for students 
in grades 3-12. 
Multiple stu-
dents from Gar-
retson submitted 
their literary cre-
ations for Post 
23 to evaluate. 
     This year’s 
poem topic was 
“Always Remem-
ber Serving Vet-
erans Not Self” 
and was offered to 3rd-6th graders. 
 - Class I: Stella Frewaldt (1st), Jada Hansen (2nd) 
 - Class III: Colton Buchholz (1st) 
Class IV: Carter Siemonsma (1st), Aiden Johnson (2nd) 
     This year’s essay topic was “How can we address the health and well-being 
of our veterans, military, and their families.” 
 - Class I: Tenley Siemonsma (1st), Bristol Benson (2nd) 
 - Class II: Carter Siemonsma (1st), Gracie Fiegen (2nd) 
 - Class IV: Zachary Uhl (1st), Preston Bohl (2nd) 
     Local first place award winners were sent to the District level as well. For 
the poem category in their respective classes: Frewaldt (participant), Buch-
holz (2nd), C. Siemonsma (1st). For the essay category in their respective clas-
ses: C. Siemonsma (1st), Zachary Uhl (1st). 
     Now C. Siemonsma and Uhl’s writings move on to the state competition 
which is held in April. 

ALA essay and poem winners 

Local winners from the Auxiliary writing contest were presented certificates and 
cash awards by representative Denise Schmidt. Back Row: Carter Siemonsma, 
Preston Bohl, Gracie Fiegen, Aiden Johnson, Zachary Uhl; Front Row: Bristol 
Benson, Stella Frewaldt, Colton Buchholz, Jada Hansen, and Tenley Siemonsma 



Crossword answers 
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Garretson guessing game Senior Spotlight Seth Petersen 

Activities Involved In:  
Track & Field 
Band 
 
Best Part of Senior Year:  
Privs 
 
What Will You Miss Most:  
My parents paying for eve-
rything 
 
Plans for Next Year:  
Going into active duty for 
the Navy: Naval Special 
Warfare Program 

Activities Involved In:  
Baseball 
Golf 
 
Best Part of Senior Year:  
Art with Mrs. Granberg 
 
What Will You Miss Most:  
Furn 
 
Plans for Next Year:  
Go to SDSU 
 

Nate Skillman 

Happy birthday to the follow-

ing Blue Dragons! 
 
     If you want a birthday shout out—
complete the Google form sent out to 
you at the beginning of September. 

Mar. 8—Molly Hulscher (senior): Favorite Gift: “A card from my mom” 
 
Mar.  16—Lauren Heesch (senior): Favorite Gift: “My tattoo because I have 
always wanted one and it’s something I’ll always remember.” 
 
Mar.  23—Jaelyn Benson (junior): Favorite Gift: “Probably my phone be-
cause I use it on a daily basis and it helps me a LOT.” 
 
Mar. 25—Peyton Hove (senior): Favorite Gift: “My phone because I finally 
felt like I was part of the ‘cool’ older kids.” 
 
Mar. 30—Bryn Swatek (freshman): Favorite Gift: “My Birkenstocks because 
I wear them all the time.” 
 
Mar. 31—Logan Bly (sophomore): Favorite Gift: “My phone because I use it 
all the time.” 

Blue Ink birthday shout outs 
Activities Involved In:  
Volleyball 
Color Guard 
Mentor Program 
National Honor Society 
One-Act Play 
 
Best Part of Senior Year:  
Going to marching band 
competitions 
 
What Will You Miss Most:  
Friends and Teachers 
 
Plans for Next Year:  
Attend Minnesota West 
for Business Management 
and to play volleyball 
 

Kennedy Buckneberg 

Can you identify the who, what and 
where of Garret-

son school? 

by Trever Edmundson 
staff writer 


