
 

Greetings  from Jason Dolliver 

Superintendent 

March 24, 2021 
 
Dear Parents, Students, and District Stakeholders, 
 
Three quarters of the 2020-2021 school year are in the books, and we are officially in the home stretch! It has been a school 
year like no other, but we have made it this far. If you did not see the message I put out on the one year anniversary of school 
closing due to COVID-19, please take a look at it. It can be found by using the link https://bit.ly/3qSfxT7. It captures my ap-
preciation for everything everyone has done in the last 12 months to get where we are today. It has been a monumental ef-
fort, but the effort is worth it! I just want to thank everyone one more time for everything! 

 
In my last newsletter article, I talked about NSCAS testing coming up this spring. I mentioned that it would be “pilot” or “field” 
testing, and the scores would not be reported. One thing we have all learned since the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic is 
that things change FAST. That is the case with NSCAS testing. One day before NSCAS testing was scheduled to begin in Ne-
braska (March 22), schools in Nebraska were notified that NSCAS scores for Math and English Language Arts (ELA) would be 
publicly reported. The only information about Science assessment that will be publicly reported is participation. In other 
words, it will essentially remain an assessment that is not publicly reported. 

 
Articulating “publicly reported” is important. The Nebraska Department of Education (NDE) will provide summary infor-
mation for schools regarding NSCAS results to the public via their website. Included will be summary scale scores, percent of 
students at each achievement level, disaggregate information by student groups, linked RIT scores, and participation. Most of 
this likely means little to families and their students. That said, this is the type of information that paints a picture of achieve-
ment for a school. High achieving schools (like Pender!!) can be identified by looking at this information. The opposite would 
also be true. Traditionally, Pender students and families take pride in themselves and their school and therefore give their 
very best effort. I fully anticipate that this year, but I wanted to be sure to communicate this change. 

 
It is also important to note that information specific to each student will be available to students and their families. Along 
with that, schools will receive the same information for all participating students. I am glad that this is the case, because it 
will provide us with one more piece of information about individual student learning and achievement. In a year when we 
started slow due to not being in school for a little more than 5 months, knowing where students are near the end of the 
school year is crucial. This information will help us further understand student learning needs so they can be addressed.  

 
I already mentioned it, but I want to explicitly state the main reason for sharing this information. While urging students to do 
their absolute best was the game plan from the beginning, that is more important now than it was before. I don’t doubt that 
students and their families will put their best foot forward when it is time for NSCAS testing. I want to simply remind every-
one to do exactly that. PPS students always do very, very well, and I am confident that will be the case again this year. I want 
to thank students and their families in advance for their efforts this NSCAS testing season! Good luck Pendragons; you will do 
great! 
 
As is always the case, anyone with questions, comments, or concerns is encouraged to contact me.  I can be reached via phone 
at (402) 385 - 3244 ext. 2310 or email at jadolli1@penderschools.org. I normally mention that I can also be contacted in per-
son at the school, but visitors in the building will be extremely limited for now. Hopefully that changes very, very soon! 

 
I hope to see you all sometime very soon and GO PENDRAGONS!!! 
 

 

Dr. Jason Dolliver, Superintendent 

https://bit.ly/3qSfxT7
mailto:jadolli1@penderschools.org


 

Greetings from Eric Miller 

High School Principal 

Hello Pendragons!  
We are in the home stretch of the year! Last year I was writing to you about all of the 

things we may, and eventually would, have to cancel and this year I am happy to tell you that 
all of those events are scheduled to happen! Prom, Graduation, Concerts, banquets, etc. We 
plan to have them all! 

I am so happy with how this school year has gone and I couldn’t imagine being in an-
other school and working through the challenges of this year with a better group of people. 
Now it is time to finish strong! As we move through the last two months of school, “Busy” is 
the theme of spring.  Our Juniors have completed their ACT but we still have some state test-
ing for the sophomores, freshman, and junior high. Our teachers have been working all year 
long to prepare the students. Please help at home by encouraging students to do their best and 
making sure they get a good night of sleep the night before.  

Prom is always a favorite for our Juniors and Seniors, especially with prom 2020 being 
cancelled. Prom this year will take place on Saturday, April 17, at the Pender Community 
Center, for the junior and senior class. We will be having the Grand March for students and 
family members to view in person as of right now. We will broadcast the event on Pender’s 
Striv for those who can’t make it as well. There is a good chance that we will be able to open 
this event up to the entire public so please stay tuned for announcements and schedules on the 
school website.  

Graduation is another favorite for us all. We are planning on running graduation very 
similar to what we have done in the past before the Covid-19 pandemic. Our ceremony will 
take place on Sunday, May 9th at 2:00 p.m. As of now we still plan to host it in the Heese 
Event Center but may look to other options either outside or in the competition gym if we 
need. The seniors last official day of school will be Friday, May 7th. On this day, we will have 
our Senior breakfast starting at 8:15 followed by a mandatory graduation practice. All Seniors 
must attend this practice to participate in the graduation ceremony on May 9th. This is a very 
exciting time for all of us and we look forward to wrapping up this year with our Senior 
class.  

Again, please make sure to check the school calendar for the many awards nights, con-
certs, games, and other events we have planned over the last couple months. It has been a 
wonderful school year despite the circumstances here at Pender Public Schools and we hope 
to see you as we close it out the 2021 school year! 
 
Have a wonderful Spring and I hope to see you all soon! 
Eric Miller, 7-12 Principal 



 

Greetings from Kelly Ballinger 

Elementary Principal 



 



 

The staff of the Pendragon 

 Academy was awarded the  

Nebraska ASD’s 2021 Friends of 

Autism Team Award in a surprise 

ceremony at PPS on Monday, 

March 22nd.  

 Congratulations to Kayla, Leah, 

Tab, Lindi, Kim, Jody and Janet 

for making such a difference in 

the lives of our students and 

their families. 



Breakfast Offered Daily 

Includes:  main, fruit and milk 

 

Lunch Offered Daily 

Includes:  main, fruit, vegetable, milk or juice 
 

This institution is an equal opportunity employer. 

  Breakfast Lunch 

PreK  $1.85  $2.25 

K-6  $1.85  $2.50 

7-12  $1.85  $2.75 

Adults  $2.50  $4.00 

 

Extra Milk or Juice - $.45 

Extra Breakfast Main $.85   

Extra Breakfast Side - $.60 

Extra Lunch Main (main or PB&J) - $1.35   

Extra Lunch Side (does not include vegetables, fruits-  $.85 

 

   1 
Biscuit/Sausage 
Cheeseburger 
French Fries 
Green Beans 

Pineapple 
 

 

2 
NO 

 
SCHOOL 

5 
NO  

 
SCHOOL 

6 
Apple Frudel 

Taco Boat 
Spanish Rice 
Fruit Cocktail 
Pudding Cup 

7 
Mini Waffle 

Hot Fog 
Chips 

Baked Beans 
Pears 

8 
Cinni Mini 
Saucy Sub 

Peas 
Mandarin Oranges 

9 
Mini French Toast 

Chicken Alfredo 
Broccoli 
Peaches 

Garlic Bread 

12 
Mini Bagel 

Tavern 
Tri Taters 

Veggie Blend 
Applesauce 

NO KINDERGARTEN 

13 
Cereal 
Taco 

Spanish Rice 
Pineapple 

Cookie 

14 
Pop Tart 

Grilled Cheese 
Chips 
Corn 

Fruit Cocktail 
 

15 
Mini Donut 

Chicken Strips 
Cheesy Potatoes 
California Blend 

Pears 
 

16 
Mini Pancake 

Spaghetti 
Carrots/Ranch 

Mandarin Oranges 
Breadstick 

19 
Breakfast Burrito 

Pizza 
Green Beans 

Peaches 
 

20 
Biscuit/Sausage 

Crispito 
Spanish Rice 
Applesauce 

Brownie 
 

21 
Apple Frudel 

Hot Ham & Cheese 
Chips 
Peas 

Pineapple 

22 
Mini Waffle 

Chicken Fried Steak 
Mashed Potatoes 

Broccoli 
Fruit Cocktail 

23 
Cinni Mini 

BBQ Rib 
Cheesy Hashbrowns 

Veggie Blend 
Pears 

26 
Mini French Toast 

Chicken Patty 
Macaroni Salad 

Corn 
Mandarin Oranges 

 

27 
Mini Bagel 
Corn Dog 

Cheesy Potatoes 
California Blend 

Peaches 

 

 

28 
Cereal 

Turkey Club 
Chips 

Green Beans 
Applesauce 

 

29 
Poptart 

Cheeseburger 
French Fries 

Peas 
Pineapple 

30 
Mini Donut 
Taco Boat 

Spanish Rice 
Fruit Cocktail 

Ice Cream 

    April Lunch 



           May Lunch  

This institution is an equal opportunity employer. 

3 
Mini Pancake 

Saucy Sub 
Veggie Blend 

Pears 

4 
Breakfast Burrito 
Chicken Alfredo 

Broccoli 
Mandarin Oranges 

Garlic Bread 

5 
Biscuit/Sausage 

Crispito 
Spanish Rice 

Peaches 

6 
Apple Frudel 

Tavern 
Mac & Cheese 

Corn 
Applesauce 

 

7 
Mini Waffle 

Taco 
Spanish Rice 

Pineapple 
Ice Cream 

10 
Cinni Mini 

Chicken Strips 
Cheesy Potatoes 
California Blend 

Fruit Cocktail 

11 
Mini French Toast 

Spaghetti 
Carrots/Ranch 

Pears 
Breadstick 

12 
Mini Bagel 

Pizza Crunchers 
Green Beans 

Mandarin Oranges 

13 
Cereal 

Crispito 
Spanish Rice 

Peaches 
Rice Crispy Bar 

14 
Poptart 

Chicken Fried Steak 
Mashed Potatoes 

Peas 
Applesauce 

17 
Mini Donut 

BBQ Rib 
Tater Tots 
Broccoli 

Pineapple 

18 
Mini Pancake 
Chicken Patty 

Macaroni Salad 
Veggie Blend 
Fruit Cocktail 

 

19 
Breakfast Burrito 

Hot Dog 
Chips  

Baked Beans 
Pears 

20 
Biscuit/Sausage 

Corn Dog 
Tri Taters 

Corn 
Mandarin Oranges 

21 
LAST DAY OF  

SCHOOL 

     

     

Breakfast Offered Daily 

Includes:  main, fruit and milk 

 

Lunch Offered Daily 

Includes:  main, fruit, vegetable, milk or juice 
 

  Breakfast Lunch 

PreK  $1.85  $2.25 

K-6  $1.85  $2.50 

7-12  $1.85  $2.75 

Adults  $2.50  $4.00 

 

Extra Milk or Juice - $.45 

Extra Breakfast Main $.85   

Extra Breakfast Side - $.60 

Extra Lunch Main (main or PB&J) - $1.35   

Extra Lunch Side (does not include vegetables, fruits-  $.85 

 



Pender Public Schools 

609 Whitney 

Pender  NE  68047 

Non  Profit  

Organization 

U. S. Postage Paid 

Pender, NE  68047 

How to Contact Us 
District Office 
402-385-3244 
On the Web at 

www.penderschools.org 
On Facebook 

Pender Public Schools 
On Twitter 

@pendragonupdate 
 
 

 
Save your Cubby’s receipts and turn them into the school 

office.  Cubby’s will donate 2% of the total receipts we  

collect back to Pender Public School. 


