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Dear Fellow Comets,

Summer Camps are set for Monday through Thursday, June 14th - July 29th (7:45 AM -1:00 PM).
The booklet with offerings will be out in early April with the registration window opening
simultaneously.  Courses will be similar to previous years with

● Jump Start courses for Kindergartners through 4th graders,
● Get Ready for Middle School for our rising 5th graders,
● Various enrichment courses for Middle school,
● Bigger, Faster, Stronger for 6th - 12th graders (HS credit for 9th-12th graders)
● ACT Prep
● Personal Finance for High School credit
● Health for High School credit
● Basketball Camp for 5th-8th and 9th-12th graders
● Orchestra and Band Camps
● And of course ~ SWIMMING!

New families or children in grades 4-year old and 5-year old kindergarten should register now for next
year.  Early registration allows us to understand staffing and ordering.  Please share this information
with your friends and family who may have a 4 or 5-year old.  See our website for information.

CDC guidelines have been updated regarding social distancing.  However, it is DDSD’s intention to
maintain the status quo.  We have not had any students test positive for COVID in the past 2-months
or longer.  We will continue to follow the guidelines and keep everyone healthy and safe.

Finally, the larger facilities athletic project is close to starting.  Currently, the scope of the job is out for
bid with work to begin mid-April (pending weather) or early May.  We are still on track to be finished in
September.  Additional information about the project will be posted on our website soon.

Take care and enjoy Spring Break!

Comet Proud, District Calendar Events:
Jill Sorbie, EdD 3/29 - 4/2 - Spring Break - No School
District Administrator / Director of Instruction 4/5 - Teacher In-service - No School



Delavan-Darien High School
Third quarter went by in a flash.  The fourth and final quarter of the year begins on Tuesday, April 6
(the first day we return from Spring Break).  Knowing that the end of the semester
is near, we encourage all parents/guardians and students to fully engage with
Infinite Campus to monitor student progress.  Recall, please, that all high school
students are required to attain 24 credits to earn a Delavan-Darien High School
diploma.  Failure to meet these requirements will result in a student not graduating.  Current grades,
attendance and behavior can easily be accessed from the parent portal on your cell phone or home
computer.
April will bring our final standardized tests, including the Freshman ACT Aspire and Sophomore ACT

Aspire exams.  Only freshman will attend school, in-person, on Wednesday, April 14,
while only sophomores will attend on Wednesday, April 21, to complete their ACT
Aspire exams.  All other students will have remote learning days on those two dates.

As the calendar rolls, it is important that students and
parents/guardians of students that are taking Advanced Placement (AP)
courses, the exam test dates are set by the College Board to occur May
3-17.  Each AP course is assigned a specific date and time so begin
planning now if you haven’t already done so.  DDHS is proud to
share we have students in all grade levels (9-12) taking a
multitude of AP courses.

In March we had a lot occur: Woods & Construction teacher, Mr.
DuVal, offered his students an opportunity to attain O.S.H.A 10
certification with Granger Corporate Safety manager, John

Eliszewski. Our high school
math department, featuring Mrs.
Waychoff, Mrs. Alonzo, Mrs.
Kohn, Mr. Cervantes and Mr.
Weber, offered our students
several after school study sessions to help prepare our students for
the March 9th ACT Assessment. Physical Education teacher, Mr.
Herland, and CTE
Coordinator & Technical
Education teacher, Mr.
Rick, supported our

Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA) Organization
by demonstrating to students and advisors how to
operate the T-Shirt & Vinyl printing presses. DDHS was

named a “Best of 2021” in Education by
the Delavan Award Program! Finally, with
Mrs. Watson as the advisor of our
National Honor Society (NHS) Organization, we hosted our annual NHS Induction
Ceremony in an
in-person, socially
distanced event,
proudly inducting 31
more DDHS students

into the national organization!



Phoenix Middle School
Students at Phoenix Middle School have started our third and final trimester of the 2020-2021 school
year.  We are preparing our students for the state assessment (Wisconsin Forward).  Students in
5th-8th grade take this test in the areas of English Language Arts and
Mathematics.  Students in 8th grade also are tested in the areas of science
and social studies.  We have been working diligently to get students prepared
for this test by practicing test taking strategies as well as teaching content.

Last month, we focused on English Language Arts and what is happening in
each grade.  This month, we are looking into science.

Students in our 5th grade science classrooms were learning about the
interactions of species within an ecosystem.  Students completed cool
“Wanted” posters after researching and taking notes about an invasive
species.  Students finished up that unit and were moving on to study space.

Our 6th grade science students have been learning about ecosystems and
invasive species. We have been focusing on the Great Lakes ecosystem and
investigating the effects of the invasive sea lamprey on the food web. We
have also been studying the structures and functions of living things, and how
they use them for their survival.

7th grade science classrooms are engaged in Physical Science activities.  The overarching question
they are addressing is “Why do some
things stop while other things keep
going?”  Students began the unit by
observing different phenomena such
as a radiometer, tops, pendulums, and
unusual rolling cans.  Students then
developed questions that they wanted
answered throughout the unit.  One
major goal of the unit is to help
students better understand how
energy can be transformed.  Students
have gathered data through lab exploration to help them visualize the
concept that
energy is
conserved.  The

data is also used to develop high quality
scientific explanations (CERs) to communicate
their findings.

Students in 8th grade have been focused on
Physical
Science,
which
teaches
students
how things move.  Students have been learning about types of
forces and energies.  Students completed labs using different
materials that demonstrated the forces and energies that they may



see in the real world.  As their assessment, students completed a
coding assignment where they had to demonstrate the things they have
learned so far in the unit .

Darien Elementary
Our students and staff continue to work on all content areas while also
preparing for the upcoming state Forward Exam assessments. They
have also enjoyed the sunshine and warmer weather too!

Bridges students get the opportunity to ‘shop’ at the
Starbucks store every Friday.  They earn Starbucks during the week for being safe,
responsible, respectful and a hard worker throughout their school day.  On Fridays
they count their money, put it into bundles of 10 and then browse items in the store.
What a great way to promote good citizenship, budgeting and hard work!

Third graders have been enjoying the pilot resource Into Reading and have read
some great stories and have had fun learning about the author's purpose, predicting
and writing letters to persuade people to want to be friends. We had a great time
during Read Across America week. We read many books, had fun doing reading
activities and enjoyed some delicious treats. In Spanish Language Arts class, the
students have been working on biographies. They read about Martin Luther King, Jr.
in class and wrote a draft, reviewed it with a peer, and edited their work. Students
finished the task by reading their final edition using Flipgrid, a video platform.

Fourth graders are reading fables and the students worked in groups to write their own fables,
understanding the importance of the author's message. They also practiced changing verbs to nouns
with the addition of suffixes. These students learned how to write a formal letter and wrote letters to
Dr. Jeff, who is a scientist in the videos we use in Science class. We continued to learn about
weathering and erosion in science and used this as a basis for our letters. The students are excited to

see if we get a response back from him.

Third grade students have been exploring the life cycles
of plants and insects. They are currently observing the
life cycle of lima bean seeds they have planted.
Additionally, they are observing the life cycle &
metamorphosis of mealworms. Students are very
excited about these long term projects. Fourth graders
are learning about weathering and erosion in science.
We conducted a few hands-on activities to understand

how wind can break down rocks and water can change
earth's surface slowly or rapidly.

In Social Studies fourth graders are studying the Midwest
region focusing on the climate, influence of the great lakes



and great plains. Third graders have recently learned about cultures around the world and what
makes up a culture (such as art, religion, storytelling, language, music, & dance).

4th grade math students are learning about fractions and mixed numbers. They are learning to draw
models of mixed numbers, as well as how to add and subtract them. Third graders have been
reviewing multiplication, area and perimeter and have been working hard on Dreambox trying not only
to meet their personal goal, but a class goal too.

During physical education, students participated in a throwing review unit and are
currently working on the skill of throwing a frisbee. In
music class all 3rd and 4th graders were challenged to
listen to a classical music piece and used their
imaginations to picture a story the music told them. Our
4th grade Orchestra students are practicing hard at
school and at home towards combining the skills of
fingering on the fingerboard and coordinating the bow to

perform more tunes like Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star. Students have
been challenged to earn Orchestra Karate Belts as they learn more
pieces of music.

Turtle Creek Elementary

Our first grade students were learning around the room in Science as they observed animals and
their offspring. Students moved throughout the room to make observations and write about what they
were seeing, thinking, and wondering by using a strategy called Observation Charts.  This is a great
learning opportunity to promote making connections to learning, building language and student
collaboration.

Students enjoyed Read Across America week and all
participated in a DEAR (Drop Everything and Read)
time across the building.  The week started off with
our school wide PBIS celebration with an emphasis
on perseverance and then each class worked
together to create a Dr. Suess poster.



Throughout the week, the school participated in different themes such as crazy sock day, hat day,
dress as your favorite character day, bring your favorite book to school day and virtual crazy hair day.
All students received a bookmark to take home to promote reading at home.

Kindergarteners in Mrs. Peyer’s class are working hard at learning how to read. They are practicing
writing words on their whiteboards that they know and are learning new words that are in their stories.
They are sounding out words into sound boxes and using magnetic letters to make words. After they
read, the students are writing about stories using their own words. Each night the students take a
variety of fiction and nonfiction books home to read in a reading bag to practice our reading.


