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Important Dates 

● 4/2  Good Friday - No School 
● 4/5  School Committee Meeting 
● 4/19 - 4/23  Vacation Week 

● 4/26 School Committee Meeting 
 

Connect with Us 
Judy Paolucci, Superintendent *  231-6606 
jpaolucci@smithfield-ps.org 
www.smithfield-ps.org 
http://judypaolucci.edublogs.org/ 

  District Twitter feed 

  Judy Paolucci’s Twitter feed 

 

Greetings 
Last year, at this time, the pandemic 
was new and hopes were for a swift 
end to the fear and inconveniences of 
the virus.  School Committee meetings 
became virtual, teachers quickly 
geared up for teaching from home, and 
toilet paper became a scarce 
commodity.  We have become more adept at living our lives while 
managing risks and the vaccine has brought us renewed hope for the 
future.  Conditions are changing rapidly, so I encourage everyone to 
keep up to date through our newsletters, website, and district app. 
End-of-the-year celebrations will most likely not be “per usual,” 
however, they may offer more opportunities than were available last 
year.  Here’s hoping April showers bring even more than May 
flowers! 
                                                                                      ~Judy Paolucci 

 

Smithfield High School Earns NEASC Re-Accreditation 
The New England Association of Schools and Colleges (NEASC) 
accredits high schools in Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, 
New Hampshire, Rhode Island, and Vermont. The process of 
accreditation involves self-reflection and peer review focused on 
five standards that ensure students experience a high quality 
education. 
 

Standard 1 recognizes a culture that promotes shared values and 
responsibility for achieving the school’s vision.  Standard 2 
focuses on student learning, while standard 3 focuses on 
professional practices.  In evaluating standard 4, the process 
looks at how the school puts systems in place for supporting 
student learning and well-being.  Last, the process evaluates 
whether or not the school has the resources necessary to meet 
the learning needs of all students.  
 

After high school educators completed a thorough self-evaluation, 
identifying both challenges and accomplishments,  a team visited 
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Super Scoop Blog 
The Super Scoop blog post for March is 
titled, “Emerging Innovations and 
Vocabulary.”  This blog was again 
featured in the AASA’s “Best of the 
Blogs” page in their April publication. To 
access this blog, go to: 
www.judypaolucci.edublogs.org . 

 
District Policies 
The School Committee policies are 
located on the district website under 
district info (also directly at 
https://policies.smithfield-ps.org/). 
These policies provide administration 
with direction on a variety of areas - 
personnel, instruction, finances, 
discipline, and more and communicate 
with the public about our practices. 
Policies are continually reviewed. The 
following policies were reviewed by the 
School Committee in March: 
● Policy Dissemination 
● School Committee Member Attendance 
● School Committee Memberships 
● Health Education 

 
Teacher of the Year Nominations 
The 2021 Smithfield Teacher of the Year 
will be named at the May 3rd School 
Committee meeting. This individual 
represents all the great qualities of 
Smithfield teachers - 
knowledge of subject 
matter, strong 
connections with students, 
and professionalism.  
 

All teachers, staff, and 
families are invited to 
nominate a teacher for 
this prestigious award. 
Please forward your nominations to Lisa 
Petrone by email 
lpetrone@smithfield-ps.org) by 3pm on 
April 16, 2021. 

High School Re-Accreditation (continued) 
the school  to collect evidence related to each of the five 
standards.  The resulting report will be used by Smithfield High 
School for goal-setting for school improvement.   
 

The report was complementary 
about the dedication and skills of our 
educators, the safe school 
environment, core values and beliefs 
about learning that are understood 
by members of the school 
community, curriculum written in a 
consistent format, an established 
school improvement process, and 
instructional and social-emotional 
supports.  Deficiencies about the 
facilities were noted, including an 
outdated HVAC system and antiquated thermostats and deficient 
locker rooms and athletic fields. The team recognized recent 
upgrades for new baseball dugouts, security entrances, a sprinkler 
system for the baseball field, and resurfacing of tennis courts.  
 

Although the school achieved accreditation, we did not achieve the 
standard for learning resources.  The report notes:  capital 
resources are needed to remediate the building deficiencies as 
detailed in the superintendent of schools' facilities' strategic plan. 
The school district plans to communicate and advocate for funding 
of the needs of Smithfield High School and there is significant 
support and commitment from the central office and school 
administrators, the school board, and the educational community. 
However, support from the community to address the deficiencies 
with funding is necessary. 
 

As next steps and to monitor the school's progress, the 
Commission requires that the principal submit an initial report of 
progress and Planning and routine three- and six-year reports 
describing the school’s progress implementing the priority areas 
as well as submitting an updated improvement/growth plan.  
 

 
 

April 2021 www.smithfield-ps.org page 2 

http://www.judypaolucci.edublogs.org/
https://policies.smithfield-ps.org/
mailto:lpetrone@smithfield-ps.org
http://www.smithfield-ps.org/


 
 

 

 

Boyle Building Committee Update 
The Boyle Building Committee has been 
meeting regularly to develop a plan for 
renovations for the Boyle Athletic 
Complex. The RIDE Stage I application 
has been submitted so that we can 
secure state reimbursements for some 
portion of the project.  The next steps 
include securing a firm to complete a 
Stage II application with additional 
specifics about the scope of the project.  
 

 
 

 
Kindergarten Registration 
Kindergarten registration for the 
2021-2022 academic year is currently 
open!  Families can use the online 
platform to register their children who will 
be 5 years old on or before September 
1st.  To complete the registration 
process, families will need the following 
documents: original birth certificate, 
physical/immunization records, and proof 
of residency.  Once the online portion is 
complete, families will be contacted by 
the school secretary who will complete 
the registration process.  
 
Please visit the district’s registration site 
for additional information.  If you have 
any questions as to which school your 
child should be assigned, please contact 
Smithfield Public Schools at 231-6606, 
ext. 8102 or email 
spsregistration@smithfield-ps.org. 
 

Immunization Rates 
The Rhode Island Department of Health recently published 
immunization rates for each Rhode Island city and town.  Below is 
information about immunizations at each grade followed by the 
rates for Smithfield. 
 

Kindergarten Immunizations 
Students entering kindergarten are required to have the following 
immunizations: five doses of Diphtheria, Tetanus, and Pertussis 
vaccine (5+DTaP); three doses of Hepatitis B vaccine (3+HepB); 
two doses of Measles, Mumps, and Rubella vaccine (2+MMR); 
four doses of Polio vaccine (4+Polio); and two doses of Varicella 
vaccine (2+Varicella). 
 

7th Grade Immunizations 
Students entering seventh (7th) grade are required to have the 
following immunizations: three doses of Hepatitis B vaccine 
(3+HepB); one dose of Meningococcal conjugate vaccine 
(1+MCV4); two doses of Measles, Mumps, and Rubella vaccine 
(2+MMR); four doses of Polio vaccine (4+Polio); one dose of 
Tetanus, Diphtheria, and Pertussis vaccine (1+Tdap); two doses of 
Varicella vaccine (2+Varicella); and one dose of Human 
Papillomavirus vaccine (1+HPV). 
 

8th Grade Immunizations 
Students entering eighth (8th) grade are required to have two or 
more doses of HPV vaccine at the time of school entry. 
 

9th Grade Immunizations 
Students entering ninth (9th) grade are required to complete the 
HPV vaccine series (2 or 3 doses) at the time of school entry. 
 

12th Grade Immunizations 
Students entering twelfth (12th) grade are required to have one 
dose of Meningococcal vaccination (MCV4) received on or after 
their 16th birthday. 
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Elementary Renovations Update 
At McCabe (pictured below), the exterior 
envelope of the building is nearing 
completion, with metal panels, Kalwall, 
masonry and windows installed. Interior 
electrical, mechanical, plumbing, and fire 
protection rough-ins are substantially 
complete and have passed inspection. 
Framing has wrapped up and drywall is 
on schedule throughout the addition. 
Improvements to the courtyard are set to 
begin over April break. 
 

LaPerche construction, pictured right top 
and center, is preceding with finish work 
underway.  The first coats of paint have 
been applied to the classrooms and 
office spaces of the addition. Interior 
work also includes ceiling grid 
installation and tile placement in the new 
bathrooms and Pre-K classrooms. The 
exterior of the building will be finished 
next month once the metal panels and 
last of the windows are installed. 
 

At Old County Road School, exterior 
work has focused on finishing the 
envelope systems that keep the building 
weather-tight. Roof work and exterior 
sheathing are now substantially 
complete, with air-vapor barrier and 
flashing to continue into early next 
month, followed by windows and 
masonry. Rough MEP installation is well 
underway, including the placement of the 
new transformer that will distribute power 
to the school.  
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District Capital Requests 
Each year the district is asked by the 
town to submit requests for capital 
funding.  Projects are taken from a 
detailed list of capital projects that we 
anticipate to need over the next several 
years. This list was refined by the 
architects during the stage 2 application 
process to RIDE for the elementary 
reconfiguration project and is consistent 
with the findings of the Jacobs Report, 
conducted for RIDE’s School Building 
Authority (SBA).  
 

Over the past two years, no funding was 
allocated from the town for capital 
needs, however, the School Committee 
authorized use of funds from the fund 
balance and the operating budget to 
complete some projects and additional 
monies were secured from grants.  
 

This year, we are asking for $241,000 for 
the SHS auditorium sound and lights and 
another $12,000 for a guardrail for the 
middle school parking lot exit.  Currently, 
groups using the SHS auditorium must 
bring in their own sound equipment, as 
the equipment at the school has failed. 
The theatrical lights are out-of-date and 
their incandescent glare makes you feel 
like you’re under a french fry warmer. 
The drop on the right side of the middle 
school exit is steep and is a hazard 
without a guardrail.  We are working with 
the town to get these needs met, through 
capital funding or some other means.  

 
 

State Assessments 
The Rhode Island Department of Education is proceeding with 
annual state testing for students, including the RI Comprehensive 
Assessment System (RICAS) (grades 3-8), Next Generation 
Science Assessments (grades 5, 8, 11),  PSAT (grade 10), and 
SAT (grade 11). The results of these assessments provide 
families, schools, districts, and the state with valuable information 
about the degree to which students are meeting established 
standards.  Due to the pandemic, this year’s results will not be 
used for accountability.  Score reports will be distributed in the fall.  
 

Although all of the state assessments are administered digitally, 
students must be in school to complete them. Look for additional 
information from your child’s school about testing, which will take 
place in April and May.  

 
Suicide Prevention Initiative 
Smithfield remains proactive in its approach to wellness, including 
mental health.  Last month, Smithfield’s social workers, school 
psychologists, nurses, and school counselors were trained in 
suicide prevention as a part of the RI Suicide Prevention Initiative, 
which helps schools identify at-risk youth and make referrals to 
mental health services.  
 

In addition, Smithfield High School has recently been provided 
access to the SOS Signs of Suicide Program through the Matt 
Alsfeld Memorial Foundation.  This research-based program 
educates students about suicide and depression, encouraging 
students to seek out a trusted adult when they are concerned 
about themselves or a friend.  Students in grade 10, who have 
been shown to be most at-risk, will be introduced to the program 
this spring in health class. The program will be expanded to 
additional grade levels next year. 

Smithfield will be hosting a virtual workshop for families and staff 
on April 7th at 6:30 PM focused on QPR (Question, Persuade, 
and Refer), the 3 simple steps anyone can learn to help save a life 
from suicide. Just as people trained in CPR and the Heimlich 
Maneuver help save thousands of lives each year, people trained 
in QPR learn how to recognize the warning signs of a suicide crisis 
and how to question, persuade, and refer someone to help. 
REGISTER HERE and the link will be sent to you. 
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This Month’s Spotlight:  LaPerche Elementary School 
Smithfield teachers understand that the best way for students to learn 
is when they are actively, rather than passively, involved. In all 
subjects and grade levels at LaPerche, you will find high levels of 
engagement.  
 

Kinesthetic learning incorporates practices that involve students 
physically doing something to solve a problem, rather than passively 

watching. In order to 
understand how to “count 
on” when adding numbers, a 
LaPerche kindergarten 
student puts the larger 
number in her head and 
then jumps forward the smaller number, counting on to the total. 
She was so proud of herself and fully understood what it meant to 
find a sum by “counting on” instead of starting back at one! 
 

In second grade, 
students use base 
ten blocks (ones, 
tens and hundreds) 
to cement their 
understanding of 
place value.  They 
use the blocks to 
physically represent 
numbers.  342 would 
equal 3 flats 
(hundreds), 4 bars 
(tens) and 2 units 
(ones).  When a 
student needs to add 
or subtract, she might 
need to exchange a 
flat (hundred) for 10 ten rods or a rod for 10 units.  Using 
manipulatives helps make the process concrete.  
 

In a third grade class, students use concrete objects to build 
arrays. In an array, the number of objects in each row and the 
number of objects in each column represent the numbers that are 
being multiplied.  
 

Hands on learning is why students often love art, music or physical education where they “do” in order to 
learn. Our goal is to ensure that happens in every subject at every level.  
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