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2022 

MJHS  

NEWSLETTER Students will be able to pur-

chase slices of  pizza and a 

can of  pop for a homeroom 

treat on Oct 7th. Slices are 

$2 A PIECE AND POP IS $1! 

 

The Halloween dance 

will be Fri, Sep 28th 

from 7-930! 

Admission $5 

There will be games, 

costume contests and 

much more!           

Food and drinks will 

be available to       

purchase 

Theme TBD 

 

MJHS CHOIR CONCERT WILL 

BE HELD OCT 13TH AT 6PM IN 

THE HS AUDITORIUM!  

Students need to wear  

“Concert Black” (Black shirt, 

black pants, black socks, 

black shoes) 

MJHS BAND CONCERT WILL BE 

HELD OCTOBER 20th, AT 7PM IN 

THE HIGH SCHOOL                     

AUDITORIUM. 

THE MUSIC PROGRAM WILL BE 

HOLDING A FUNDRAISER 

FROM OCT 11TH-25TH.  
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N ews let te r Ti t le  

STAFF SPOTLIGHT! 

 

This is a particularly special 

group of teachers. To us here 

at MJHS, they aren’t just 

teachers and             

Paraprofessionals; they’re 

SUPER HEROES! 

 

Kristen Hoagland -  Kristen was born and raised in Sterling/Rock Falls. 

She attended SVCC and WIU and obtained  her degree in Elementary  

Education and Endorsement in Middle School and English. She is cur-

rently working on Special Education Endorsement. She is married to 

Trace and together they share 4 children, a gorgeous granddaughter, 

Willow, and 4 pups. She has been teaching for 14 years, 2 of  which she 

has spent as the Bi-County  teacher here at the JH. In her free time she 

enjoys camping with her family and watching her beloved Chicago Cubs!

Her favorite quote is “Enjoy the little things in life, for one day you’ll look 

back and realize they were the big things.” 

Averi Richmond—Averi was born in Milwaukee, WI and was raised in 

West Brookyln, IL. She attended SVCC and earned her Associates in Ele-

mentary Arts Education. She also has her C.N.A. She is married to her 

husband Matt and they have a Labradoodle named Daisy Mae. She has 

worked in the Bi-County classroom here at the JH for 3 years! When she 

isn’t at work, she enjoys reading! He favorite quote is “Imagination is 

more important than knowledge” - Albert Einstein 
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Brandon Ray—Brandon was born in Sterling, Il and has lived in Fulton ever since. He 

graduated from Ashford University with a Bachelors Degree in History. He has been 

with Bi-County at MJHS for 3 years now as a paraprofessional. In his free time he enjoys 

watching movies and relaxing. His favorite movie is Raiders of the Lost Ark! 

Susie Santiago—Susie was born in Tacoma, WA and moved here in the 6th grade. She 

has two dogs, River and Hunter, who she considers her babies! This is her first year as a 

paraprofessional at MJHS and she loves it! In her spare time she enjoys painting, spend-

ing time with her beloved pups, and watching demo derbies! Her favorite quote is            

“ Storms don’t last forever.” 

Zailey Greeno— Zailey was born and raised in Morrison. She moved to Erie when she 

was 15. She attended Black Hawk College and obtained her Associates Degree in Arts 

and she is currently working on her Bachelors in  Rehab & Disability Services, with a 

double minor in Special Ed and Communicative Disorders at NIU! She has three dogs, 

Minnie, Ginger and Mazie, and a cat named Rosey. She has been with MJHS Bi-County 

for 2 years. She enjoys Diamond painting and she LOVES sunflowers! 

Hannah Judge—Hannah was born and raised in Atlanta, GA and moved here 2 years 

ago. She attended the University of Phoenix and earned her degree in Criminal Justice 

and she is currently working on her teaching certificate. She has been with Bi-County 

for 2 years. In her spare time, Hannah enjoys watching Alabama Football, Dallas Cow-

boys and Atlanta Braves. She loves barrel racing and reading. She’s obsessed with Star 

Wars and anything to do with super heroes! 

Gidget Ross—Gidget was born and raised in Texas, Arkansas! She’s taken classes at 

SVCC. She has 3 beautiful children, Sean, Samuel and Ally. She has been a part of the 

MJHS Bi-County since September of 2017!  In her spare time  she enjoys spending time 

wit her family watching the TN Titans and Arkansas Razorbacks! 

 

“ The real superhero's are the ones that live in the hearts of  small children  

fighting big battles.” 



NURSES NOTES 
 

This is a reminder that ALL incoming 6th grade students need a complete physi-

cal (not a sports physical), as well as their first dose of TDap vaccine, Meningitis 

vaccine, and two doses of varicella vaccine (if they have not already had both). 

These requirements are due by October 15th in order to be in compliance. After 

October 15th, students will be excluded from attending class until these require-

ments have been met. Physicals must be on the Illinois form and signed by 

both parent/guardian and your physician. If you need a copy of the Illinois physi-

cal form or if your student has a religious exemption for vaccines, please con-

tact kassie.gerlach@morrisonschools.org and I will provide a copy of those forms 

for you.  

Emotions can be scary so what better month to discuss them than October! This month the 

counseling focus is on emotions. At the 6th grade level we will be looking at what different emo-

tions looks like and understanding others and their point of view. At the 7th and 8th grade level 

we will be looking at a "web of emotions" and how to untangle and manage our emotions as they 

arise. It is healthy for students to feel a wide range of emotions. It is not a realistic goal or way of 

life to always be happy. Students need to be prepared for adversity and other emotions as they 

occur. As a parent, your first instinct may be to try and stop the unwanted emotion your child is 

feeling or fix the problem right away, but it is best to just be present with them in the moment and 

allow them time to identify and feel the emotion and even develop a plan. You certainly can help 

with this process but avoid doing it for your child. Included in this newsletter is the Mood Meter. 

This is a tool you can use with your child to help identify emotions and move towards a more 

wanted feeling. If you ever find yourself as a parent stuck please feel free to reach out and ask 

for help. The counselor, Kelly Holland, can be reach during the school day to help with any ques-

tions your might have in regards to your child mental and emotional health.   

mailto:kassie.gerlach@morrisonschools.org


Are you a pop drinker, energy drink drinker, soup person? If so we want your tabs! This year the Junior High is 

collecting pop tabs for the Ronald McDonald House. Ronald McDonald Houses provide a place for families to 

stay while their children are receiving care at major hospitals such as University of Iowa. This service also pro-

vides families with meals and other necessities during their stay all free of charge. MJHS goal this year is col-

lect 235lbs which is enough to pay for one night for a family at the Ronald McDonald House. In the first 2 

weeks of collection we are already over 30lbs!! This is amazing! This project will last the duration of the school 

year and pop tabs can be brought in by students or community members during the school day. Any ques-

tions please contact Kelly Holland at the Junior High.  

Important information! 

Boys basketball sign ups have started for 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th. Please be on the lookout for paperwork 

being sent home that they need to have in order to participate! 

10/5 Early Dismissal at 1:05 

10/7 Pizza / Pop Homeroom incentive 

10/10 Columbus Day No School 

10/12 Early Dismissal 1:05 

10/13 MJHS Choir Concert 

October 14th- 8th Grade to SVCC for "Pathways Playground"  

10/20 MJHS Band Concert 

10/28 MJHS Halloween Dance 

10/31-11/4  Scholastics Book Fair 


