
will be able to implement another strategy to help recruit new teachers.  The major 

school funding bills are still in the works and we will monitor them as the session 

moves on.  You can monitor all legislative activities on their website at https://

leg.mt.gov/.   

 

The major projects the trustees and administration have been dealing with in February 

is adopting a school calendar for the next year, reviewing the preliminary budget 

figures and preparing for the annual school election.  You can keep up to date by 

viewing our school webpage at www.stanfordmtschool.com or attending a school board 

meeting in person or via ZOOM.   

 

Stop by or give me a call if you have any questions.  Thanks again for your support of 

the students at Stanford Schools.  Take care and be safe.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Brad A. Moore 

Superintendent 
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Message from the Superintendent 

February is what I would consider a transition month.  We are in full swing 

with the second semester of school but the administration and trustees 

start spending a great deal of time planning for the next school year. 

 

With the legislature in session, the decisions made in Helena may have a major effect 

on local school decisions.  One of the most promising pieces of legislation being 

discussed currently is House Bill 143 which would provide incentives to schools to 

increase starting teacher pay.  Montana currently ranks last in the U.S. when it comes 

to starting teacher pay.  It is difficult enough to recruit teachers to rural schools anyway 

and with a shortage of teachers and neighboring states paying significantly more it 

because increasingly difficult to keep beginning teachers in Montana.  Though this bill 

is just beginning its journey it looks promising and hopefully we will see it pass and we 

Welcome New Student Teacher! 
Hello Stanford School.  My name is Knute Nelson, and I am currently student teaching here as part of the University of 

Montana’s educational program.  I personally went to a rural school and am hoping to be able to teach at one in the fu-

ture as well.  I am currently teaching middle-school and high-school social studies classes, and coaching powerlifting 

after school.  I have enjoyed getting to know both the students and staff and am looking forward to spending the rest of 

the semester here.  I have also enjoyed being shown the ropes while also helping students learn about our country’s 

government and rich history.  

Thank you,   

Knute Nelson  
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Stanford Science Fair 2021 

On Tuesday, February 23, 2021, we held the annual Stanford Science Fair. It was for all students in grades 6 

through 10. This year’s entrants had some really great projects. The winners were decided by a panel of judg-

es, and there were first, second, and third place finishers in the High School division, the Junior High division, 

and the 6th grade division. 

All of the student’s projects were really good this year. One notable project involved fire and sound waves, 

another used the student’s own homemade electrical probes and computer program to determine soil mois-

ture holding ability. Another interesting project was one involving the use of cover plants vs plowing soil bare 

and how it affects erosion. 

The high school winners were: 

1st place - Reese Von Bergen, 

2nd place - Garrett Davis, and 

3rd place - Damon Raprager. 

The junior high winners were: 

1st place - Kellton Holzer and Royce Holzer, 

2nd place - Eliza Tureck and Alexa Marquardt, and 

3rd place - Ross Harwood and Tyce Smith. 

The sixth grade winners were: 

1st place - Astoria Holzer, 

2nd place - BriElla Becker and Blaze Becker, and 

3rd place - Collin Antonich. 

 

The first and second place finishers from each division will be eligi-

ble to go on to compete in the Great Falls Regional Science Fair. 

This is usually held at the Great Falls College MSU campus, but will 

be an online event this year. They will be judged virtually by several 

officiants using Zoom. This will be held at the Stanford School so 

the students will not need to travel or have any special arrange-

ments made to participate.   See the next page for an update... 



The high school members of the Stanford Business Professionals of America (BPA) participated in the Regional 3 

Leadership Conference that was held both virtually and at CMR school in Great Falls, from January 11—18th. Every-

one had a great time and learned a lot from participating.  We had one student place 1st in all of their events: Boone 

Smail (senior) earned 1st places in Java Programming, Python Programming, Information Technology Concepts, and 

Computer Programming Concepts. Boone and other high school members are participating virtually in the State Lead-

ership Conference from March 1 – 15. 

Our Middle School BPA students in grades 6—8 will be competing in their State Leadership Conference virtually from 

March 16 - 23.  This will be a great experience for all students involved. We will be having some meetings for both 

high school and middle school students before and after school to prepare for our events.  

-Mr. John Flamand 

BPA Regional Leadership Conference and Upcoming BPA Events 

 

Results are in for the 2021 Great Falls College MSU 

Science & Engineering Fair: 

Congratulations to freshman Reese Von Bergen for her project “How Many Sugars are in Your 

Smoothie?”. She won the American Psychological Association Award for outstanding research in 

psychological science under the category of Behavioral and Social Sciences, or any category relat-

ed to psychology (e.g., animal sciences, biochemistry, computer science, environmental science, 

mathematical science, medicine & health). 

 

Congratulations to 8th graders Eliza Tureck and Alexa Marquardt for their project “Waves of 

Fire”. They won First Place for a Team Project in the Physical Science category. They also won a 

Merit Award in the Physics & Astronomy category. 

 

Congratulations to 7th grader Kameron Myllymaki for his project “Soil Erosion by Wind”.  He won 

3rd Place in the Physical Science Category for Individual Project.  Kameron also won a Merit 

Award in the Environmental Category. 

 

Thanks to all the budding scientists, engineers, and just plain curious students for competing in 

the fair!   

Great Job Everyone! 



KINDERGARTENERS HAVE BEEN SO BUSY! 
 
I just love to see the huge jump they make after Christmas.  We have been reading and writing, they 
have all made such progress!    
 
I am guessing they will say that art or science are their favorite subjects.  We have used the holi-
days to center our activities around.   
 
Abe Lincoln was a favorite and we read about how he used his hat to carry important papers and 
was raised in a log cabin.  They created log cabins out of pretzels. 

 
Valentine's Day was so fun, they got very creative with their hearts and made cards with a personal 
message in them.   
 
We just celebrated 100 Days of School.  In the morning we joined 1st, 2nd and K1 grades for 100 
exercises led by Mr. Neumann!  Then we broke in groups for different activities. 
 
In my room we made structures using 50 marshmallows and toothpicks; we learned that older 
marshmallows definitely work better.  Then we had a challenge to see if we could get to the center 
of a sucker in 100 licks!  Fun was had by all! 
 
March will bring the pesky little Leprechaun making his annual visits to our room.  I love how the 
older kiddos talk about how much fun they had during their leprechaun visits in kinder!   
 
March will also bring I LOVE TO READ month!  Watch for our fun updates!  Continued... 



Photo Montague of the 

Busy Kindergartners 

Colt, Colt, and Mason having fun! 

Isabelle using a pipette and safety glasses. 

Isabelle, Gracie, and Lynden conducting an experiment. 

Pooh and Mason—oh my! 

Colt Schmitt being safe! 

Serious experimenters Trace, Cody, and Isabelle. 



 
Hello Everyone! 

Just as a reminder, I will be on maternity leave through March; however, I will continue to work from home, and I will be 

available by email so please do not hesitate to contact me through my email if you have any questions or concerns - I would be 

happy to help in any way that I can.  
 

Some important Dates & Reminders:    

*If anyone would like to be added to the (in)eligibility email list as a parent, please call or email me at the school with the 

email you would like notifications sent to.  I will then email you that same day if your student is ever on the (in)eligibility list 

rather than a paper report by mail that you will get a day or so later. 

*If any parent or student needs a new Infinite Campus login to get into their IC portal, please let me know, and I will get you 
the login information that you need so you can keep up with your students’ academics as well as help us keep them successful! 
There is also an Infinite Campus app for your phones that notifies you of your students’ academic progress so if you do not 
have that yet, I really encourage you to download that app on your phones! Same goes for students! 
 
FAFSA: 
*The priority deadline is December 1 for Montana Colleges, but please still fill out the FAFSA after this date since it is only a 
priority deadline and not an overall deadline!  Please contact me if you need anything.  For more information: https://
studentaid.gov/ or www.reachhighermontana.org has really good information as well.  
FAFSA Workshop: April 9th - Montana University System and MASFAA will be hosting a FAFSA Completion Workshop. De-
tails to follow.  
 
Scholarships: 
*Spring is scholarship season so be on the lookout for scholarships! There are several scholarships available if you look for 
them.  I will scan copies of scholarships to seniors that they can work on throughout the year that come across my desk as well 
as websites.  Seniors need to be getting recommendation letters for scholarship applications.  There are varying due dates for 
each scholarship so be aware of deadlines!  Some great scholarship helpers are scholly.com and gomerry.com that will match 
your students profile with scholarships that they are eligible for. Check scholarship application deadlines for colleges you are 
interested in and make sure you fill those out on time so you do not miss out! You can fill those out while being undecided as 
well so do not feel like you have to be going to that school to apply for scholarships. Come see me for any more information or 
guidance.  
Due Dates:  
March 15: Central MT Foundation Scholarship  
March 15: MUS Honor Scholarship  
March 15: Montana’s STEM Scholarship 
March 15: County Clerk & Recorder Scholarship 
April 15: Rudy Suden Scholarship  
April 15: Hurst Sorenson Scholarship 
May 1: AG Building Scholarship 
Date Unknown: Pam Hammer Memorial Scholarship 
Date Unknown: Bill Sloan Memorial Scholarship 
Scholarship Websites:  

https://www.mus.edu/Prepare/Pay/Scholarships/ 
https://www.reachhighermontana.org/scholarships 
https://www.reachhighermontana.org/scholarships/montana-scholarships 

https://scholarships.mus.edu/scholarships 
https://myscholly.com 

https://www.goingmerry.com/ 
 
College Information:  
*If anyone needs information about colleges or help with anything, please do not be afraid to come see me.  I have an abun-
dance of brochures, catalogs, etc. I will help in any way that I can or you are more than welcome to call me at the school! I 
have told students that I am always available by email. :)  **Students get 2 days that do not count toward absences to tour col-
leges, so please take advantage of this opportunity!  
April 5-9th: 2nd College Application Week 
**Helpful College Prep websites: 
 https://www.mus.edu/Prepare/ 
https://www.reachhighermontana.org/ 
 
 

Counselor’s Corner 

https://studentaid.gov/
https://studentaid.gov/
http://www.reachhighermontana.org
https://www.mus.edu/Prepare/Pay/Scholarships/
https://www.reachhighermontana.org/scholarships
https://www.reachhighermontana.org/scholarships/montana-scholarships
https://scholarships.mus.edu/scholarships%E2%80%8B
https://myscholly.com/
https://www.goingmerry.com/
https://www.mus.edu/Prepare/
https://www.reachhighermontana.org/


Montana Digital Academy:   
 If any students fail a class for a semester, you need to come see me to get registered for credit recovery courses through MTDA.  
For original credit courses, any student can come see me for registration for Summer or Fall 2021.  Available for sophomores, 
juniors, and seniors.   For class information, go to http://montanadigitalacademy.org/programs/course-catalog/.  
 
Dual Enrollment Courses at GF College MSU:   
Available for juniors and seniors to take classes that qualify for high school and college credit at a fraction of the cost of paying 
for it as a college student post high school graduation.  Go to http://www.mus.edu/dualenroll/ for more information.  I really en-
courage students to take advantage of this great opportunity to earn college and high school credit at a lower cost than you’ll pay 
post graduation! Contact me to get registered for summer of 2021 or next fall!   
 
Spring Testing Schedule:  
SBAC: 3rd - 8th Grades - Math & ELA - Window: March 8 - May 14, 2021 
Pre-ACT: 10th Grade - Math, ELA, & Science - Window: March 8 - April 30, 2021 
MSA (Science): 5th & 8th Grades - Science - Window: March 15 - May 7, 2021 
ACT w. writing: 11th Grade - Math, ELA, & Science - Approx. April 20, 2021 
ASVAB - 11th & 12th Grades - Aptitude Test - March 30, 2021 
**Make sure your children have healthy dinners, breakfasts, and go to bed early during this time to give them the best chance of 
being successful on our state mandated assessments. See the testing tips flyer in this newsletter.  
 
Final Thoughts:  
Once again, please let me know if there is anything that I can do to help in any way.  I will do my best to answer any questions or 
help in any way that I can.   
 

Mrs. Shelby Fiedler, K-12 School Counselor - sfiedler@stanford.k12.mt.us 

February Wolf Paw Winners - Thanks for the good deeds! 

Standing L-R:  Dylan Claver, Reese Von Bergen, Garrett Davis, Shaylee Berg, Dani Taylor, and Eliza Tureck.  
Kneeling L-R:  Dimitri Stewart, Heidi Fiedler, Brody Ridgeway, Collin Antonich, Hughie Vanek, and Ryder Ridgeway. 

Counselor’s Corner –continued 
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FARM FIELD TRIP 
The 1st and 2nd graders went on a farm field 
trip on January 19th. We visited baby pigs at the 
Ward Ranch; and lambs, sheep, goats, and 
chickens at U&L Club Lambs. It was a beautiful 
sunny day and the kids enjoyed their day out-
side with animals.  

Here are some things we learned on the trip... 
 

1.  Mama sheep are called ewes. 
2.  Mama pigs are stinky. 
3.  Sheep have rectangular pupils that allow them to 

see behind them. 
4.  Pig skin feels rough. 
5.  A sheep’s wool can weigh up to 100 pounds. 
6.  Mice don’t like sheep’s wool. 
7.  Sheep eat fast. 
8.  Some sheep are friendly. 
9.  Baby goats are called kids. 

A baby lamb on the bus?! 

Going on a field trip!  Smiling faces! 

Dimitri and some piggies. 

Macy holding a fuzzy lamb. 



 
We are grateful that we had the opportunity to take this trip! 

 
Thanks to Mr. Rod Ridgeway for driving the bus and to Pat 
Ward and Janna VandenBos for sharing their time with us.   

More fun at the farm! 

From the left:  Pat Ward, Dimitri Stewart, James Fiedler, Macy Smith, Teacher Cathy Ridgeway, Allie Ridge-

way, Toby Blank, KayDe VandenBos, Corey Karraker, Stetson Claver, Sophie Antonich, Ryder Ridgeway, 

Sophia Youderian, and Carlee VandenBos. 

Corey feeding a sheep. Pat Ward showing the kids a piglet. 
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