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Frenchtown School Board of Trustees Meeting 

February 16, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. 

Middle School Shared Common Area 

 

I. Call to Order: The Regular School Board Meeting was called to order by Board Chair Debbie Lester.  

Trustees Jami Romney FitzGerald, Bryce Simpson and John Hogland attended electronically.  Also in 

attendance were Superintendent Les Meyer, Principals Jake Haynes, Aaron Griffin, Riley Devins, 

Technology Coordinator Arron Rowan and District Clerk Shauna Anderson. 

II. Pledge of Allegiance: The meeting opened with the pledge at 7:01 p.m. 

 

III. Board Recognition – none. 

 

IV. Public Comment Period 
Principal Jake Haynes discussed the billboard advertisement adjacent to the highway on the east end of the 

Frenchtown valley.  This billboard is up for renewal, and provides a welcome sign for Frenchtown and 

valuable advertising for the school district. 

 

V. Individuals and Delegations to Address the Board 

A. Student Council 

Student Council officers Grace Bintz and Khasidy Hodge discussed recent events at the high school, 

including the successful Snow Ball dance.  Student Council organized a “dress drive”, which allowed 

for students to sell, loan or rent formal attire for events such as the Snow Ball and prom.  The winter 

pep assembly is coming up, and similar to the fall assembly the event will be safe and allow for 

numerous activities.  Student Council is also working with Principal Haynes and Maintenance 

Supervisor Sean Mecham on school improvement projects recommended by the council. 

 

VI. Staff Presentation – none. 

 

VII. Approval of Minutes 

Jami Romney FitzGerald made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  John Hogland seconded the 

motion.  Public discussion – none.  Board discussion – none.  Unanimous. 

VIII. Administrative Reports 

Highlights of the administrative reports included an update of the progress toward the District Strategic 

Plan.  Principal Jake Haynes discussed goal areas accomplished.  Principal Aaron Griffin spoke on the 

positive experiences during the year for students who have had to be both remote and in person, and the 

support of the teachers, parents and improvements to technology are appreciated.  Principal Riley Devins 

noted that since the beginning of the school year, many schools have contacted administration and asked 

about our structure and how the District is accomplishing in person and remote learning.  Board Chair 

Debbie Lester acknowledged the excellent professional development at the beginning of this school year.  

Board discussion was held regarding assisting administration in any way possible.  The intermediate school 

staff showed a video presentation of the Step Challenge program.  This has been a fun wellness program 

for staff with weekly awards and good participation.  Superintendent Meyer discussed the Bronc logo 

copyright renewal, trustee seats up for election as well as Title IX and Suicide prevention training for staff.  
 

IX. Business 

A.  Old Business 

1) Review/Action: Mill Levy 

Superintendent Les Meyer recommended that the school not run a mill levy this spring with the 

general election.  Questions were asked about COVID relief funding and potential for additional 

funds.  Jami Romney FitzGerald made a motion to support Superintendent Meyer’s 

recommendation to not run a mill levy in spring.  John Hogland seconded the motion.  Public 
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discussion – none.  Board discussion – regarding the COVID funds, allowable expenditures and 

length of time the funds will be available.  Superintendent Meyer discussed the impact of the 

legislative session on these funds.  Unanimous. 

B.  New Business 

1) Information/Discussion: Update on District Strategic Plan – Administrative Reports 

The update on the District Strategic Plan was provided in the administrative reports above.  

2) Information/Discussion: FY21 Budget Information 

a. FY 2022 Planning 

Superintendent Les Meyer presented budget information for the current year, and potential 

impacts to the FY2022 budget.  The preliminary data sheets for the FY2022 general fund 

budget are not available yet from the OPI.  Estimated impacts to the FY2022 budget include 

staffing changes, certified staff negotiations and potential health insurance changes.  The 

general fund budget numbers will also be impacted by this legislative session.  The Board 

discussed the potential and support for early kindergarten and staffing needs.   

3) Review/Action: Hiring Staff 

Superintendent Les Meyer recommended the following hires:  Food Service Worker Mary Jo 

Duncan, Substitute Teachers Cheryl Carroll, Natalie Bova Martin, Marlene Wolstad, and Chloe 

Emmons, and full-time Custodian Christina Lowe.  Jami Romney FitzGerald made a motion to 

approve the hires as listed with the exception of a paraprofessional who withdrew their application.  

John Hogland seconded the motion.  Public discussion – none.  Board discussion – none.  

Unanimous.    

4) Information/Discussion: Resignations 

The resignations of 4th grade teacher Jean Whaley, paraprofessional Brendon Blood and HS girls’ 

soccer coach Jasmine Marcure were discussed.  Board Chair Debbie Lester acknowledged Mrs. 

Whaley’s years of service to the District and she will be missed.  Principal Riley Devins noted that 

Mrs. Whaley has taught generations of Frenchtown students and has had a tremendous impact on 

students and staff. 

5) Review/Action: Termination 

Superintendent Les Meyer recommended the termination of bus driver Kenton Hamman, who was 

previously hired but did not report for work.  John Hogland made a motion to approve the 

termination as recommended.   Jami Romney FitzGerald seconded the motion.  Public discussion 

– none.  Board discussion – none.  Unanimous. 

6) Review/Action: PIR additions to calendar 

Superintendent Les Meyer discussed the progress made in determining the PIR days for the 2021 

– 2022 school year calendar.  There have been many different PIR schedules in the past, and the 

2022 school year could be different in regards to student instruction time.  Considerations need to 

be made for both half and full day PIR days as well as required professional development time.  

Two proposed calendars including PIR options will be sent to staff for consideration.  The action 

item was tabled until a future meeting. 

7) Information/Discussion: Legislative news 

Superintendent Les Meyer discussed a legislative update, particularly HB279 and HB143.  

Superintendent Meyer sent a letter of opposition for HB279.  HB143 incentivizes increasing 

starting teacher pay.  This bill was discussed as clarification is needed regarding base or lowest pay 

requirements for the incentive.  Discussion was held regarding communications with legislators 

and how Board members can send letters in opposition or support of proposed legislation. 

8) Information/Discussion: Obsolete/Surplus Equipment – none. 

a. Ditto Machine as listed on the agenda had already been approved as obsolete. 

9) Review/Action: Approve Discretionary Non Resident Students – none. 

   

X. Policy Review 
The Policy Committee met and reviewed new policies 1007FE Multidistrict Agreements, 1007FE-F1 

Model Multidistrict Agreement, 1011FE Cooperative Purchasing and 1012FE Non-voted Levy for Excess 
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IDEA Costs, as well as the review of policy 2510 School Wellness.  It was recommended to approve the 

new policies in first reading (requires second reading) and approve the review of policy 2510 in first 

reading.  Jami Romney FitzGerald made a motion to approve the first reading of new policies 1007FE, 

1007FE-F1, 1011FE and 1012FE, and approve the review of policy 2510 as recommended.  John Hogland 

seconded the motion.  Public discussion – none.  Board discussion – none.  Unanimous. 

           

XI. Approval of Warrants/Approval of Financial Report 

Jami Romney FitzGerald made a motion to approve the warrants and financial reports as presented.  John 

Hogland seconded the motion.  Public discussion – none.  Board discussion – regarding the transportation 

funds returned to the state and the sunset of the Building Reserve voted levy, and the final principal payment 

due June of 2021 for the intercap loan. Unanimous. 

 

XII. Committee Reports 

A. Policy (Debbie Lester, Shiloh Lucier, John Hogland) 

B. Insurance (David Weber, Debbie Lester, & Jami Romney FitzGerald) 

C. Negotiations/Labor Relations (Debbie Lester, Jami Romney FitzGerald & Bryce Simpson)  

D. Transportation (David Weber & Bryce Simpson)   

E. Safety (Gordon Schmill & Bryce Simpson)  

F. School Improvement/Goals Committee (Jami Romney FitzGerald, Bryce Simpson & John Hogland) 

G. Ad Hoc Committees – IT (Jami Romney FitzGerald & John Hogland), Facilities – (Jami Romney 

FitzGerald, Gordon Schmill, & Bryce Simpson), Curriculum/Professional Development (Jami Romney 

FitzGerald & John Hogland), Academic Achievement – (Debbie Lester, Shiloh Lucier & John 

Hogland), Wellness (Jami Romney FitzGerald & Shiloh Lucier). 

Trustee Bryce Simpson discussed a generous donation of jersey barriers for the South Campus for safety 

improvements. 

 

XIII. Correspondence – none. 

 

XIV. Board Recognition - Send recommendations to the Superintendent prior to the next regular board meeting. 

Middle School Principal Aaron Griffin discussed MS activities in progress and how it is good to see these seasons 

taking place. 

 

ADJOURNED 8:22 p.m. 

 

Approved:  March 16, 2021 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

/s/Debbie Lester      /s/Shauna Anderson  

Board Chair       District Clerk 


