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“Leadership is not about a title  
or a designation .  

It's about impact, influence, 
and inspiration .” 

     Robin S. Sharma 
 
 
 
 



Nicholas Alderiso (Deceased): Lifetime Recognition 
 

  “We make a living by what we get. We make a life by what we give.” This Winston Churchill axiom well 
fits Mr. Nicholas Alderiso who made a valuable contribution to MHS and the Metuchen community by 
forming a club in the early 1970's that could support Metuchen athletes. Today, that “Team behind the 
Teams” is  known as The Metuchen High School Booster Club, an all-volunteer organization comprised of 
parents, friends, and supporters of MHS, its athletics program and all-student athletes.  
 
Nicholas R. Alderiso was born in 1927 in Newark, New Jersey to Margaret and Michael Alderiso. Growing 
up in Newark he married Dolores Schloerb on October 24, 1949 and had 5 children: Michael, Donna, 
Nick, Jean and Jamie. In the early 1960's Nick and his family moved to Metuchen where they raised their 
5 children and a nephew who was an orphan. All of these children and grandchildren would go on to 
graduate from Metuchen High School between 1967-1999.  
 
In the 1960's Nick became very active with the Little League.  With fellow Metuchen resident Richard L. 
Gentile they coached and managed the team through Junior League and together they formed the Big 
League for boys 17 and 18 who were not playing high school baseball. In addition to being active with 
Little League, Nick was a Pop Warner coach of the Pee Wees for several years and worked in the 
Metuchen Recreation Department under Mr. Joe Germain. As part of the Rec Department Nick 
sponsored and coached the Metuchen Teachers' Softball team in the 1970's.  
 
It was in Nick's Metuchen home that an idea to form a club that could support the Metuchen athletes 
was born. Assembling a group of interested men: Walter Warfield, Jay Reilly, Joe Germain, Phil Bruno, 
Gordie Hoagland, Bob Knoll and Richard L. Gentile, Nick focused on convincing school authorities and 
coaches that they wanted to supplement the school budget and provide athletic equipment that could 
not be obtained quickly because of budgetary constraints. Another focus was to provide scholarships to 
deserving scholar athletes. In 1973 Nick Alderiso's dream was approved and Richard Gentile became the 
club's first president. The first item purchased was a portable backstop that could be moved around the 
field during practice sessions.  
 
In the early days fund raisers meant seeking support from local businesses and friends. Since Nick 
Alderiso was the owner and operator of Alderiso Brothers in Newark, NJ, one of the largest produce 
companies on the East Coast, he generously donated thousands of dollars of produce to be sold at the 
Metuchen County Fair. Nick also obtained the services of Charlie Green of Green Farms in Iselin, NJ to 
create a magnificent retail store display for the Booster Club's “booth.” Fresh produce, sold at 
reasonable prices, quickly sold out. All the money collected was donated to the club. Manning the 
concession stand at home team football games also collected money to be donated to the club.  
 
By the mid-1970's Alderiso suggested that women be recruited into the Club. This was unanimously 
approved and the women who joined raised money by contacting local businesses, holding pancake 
breakfasts, spaghetti dinners, and manning the concession stands. Nick made his famous garlic chicken 
of which he was very proud.  
 
The Metuchen Bulldogs Booster Club, now 46 years old, has an extraordinary list of accomplishments. 
Today, it hosts the annual Senior-Athletic Awards Dinner, provides scholarship aid to Senior student-
athletes, purchases equipment and supplies for the MHS athletic programs requested by the Varsity 
coaches. Recent purchases have been multi- use team benches used by boys and girls soccer, field 



hockey, baseball and softball teams, Schwinn Airdyne Exercise bikes, a tennis ball serving machine, Ipads 
for use by all teams, and pompoms, raincoats, and gloves for the Cheer Team.  
 
Nick Alderiso also had a passion for horse racing and breeding horses. He and his wife co-owned Sonny 
Acres Farms in Colts Neck, Monmouth County. He was an avid NY Giants, San-Francisco Giants and NY 
Yankees fan.  
 
Nick Alderiso passed away on February 10,2017 in Macungie, Pa. Nominator, Richard L. Gentile, a fellow 
Booster Club founder noted, “I believe Nick should be in the Metuchen Hall of Fame for his 
accomplishments and in particular for creating the long standing Metuchen Bulldog Booster Club 
organization. Forty-six years is an accomplishment.” 
 
Daughter Donna Alderiso Novak sums up best her father's lifetime dedication to the Metuchen 
community. “From the day we moved to Metuchen, my father was dedicated to the Borough, its schools, 
and athletic programs....His dedication was selfless and ongoing. He never sought personal recognition 
for his contributions to the youth of Metuchen. My father simply loved being around the programs, the 
games and practices, the coaches, and most of all the student-athletes. He was always very proud to be a 
Bulldog!” 
 
 

Frank Bruno:  Bulldog Spirit 
(Class of 1979) 

Frank Bruno, the “best running back ever to play” at Metuchen High School, according to the Home 
News Tribune, which named him to its All-20th Century Middlesex County Team, enjoyed a stellar 
college football career at UCLA. 

A 1979 graduate of Metuchen, where he rushed for more than 2,400 yards as a three-year letterwinner, 
Bruno started three seasons at fullback for UCLA, playing in the same backfield as Heisman Trophy 
candidate Freeman McNeil in 1980 and All-American quarterback Tom Ramsey in 1982. 

As a college senior, Bruno received the UCLA football program’s N.N. Sugarman Perpetual Trophy for 
Best Leadership. 

Bruno, who also played basketball and participated in outdoor track and field for Metuchen, where he 
placed second in the state in the shot put as a senior, blended power with speed. 

The Philadelphia Stars of the USFL drafted Bruno in 1983 and the NFL’s Kansas City Chiefs invited him to 
camp that same year, but an injury ended the bruising fullback’s playing career. 

Currently a divisional vice president with MassMutual Financial Group, Bruno has volunteered as a youth 
football coach with the Agoura Chargers Pop Warner program and with the Oak Park Unified School 
District in Ventura County, California. 

During his 12 seasons as a volunteer, Bruno helped mentor youth and high school players, including his 
son, Luca, who followed in Frank’s footsteps, becoming a scholarship player at the University of Arizona, 
where the younger Bruno was a starting defensive lineman. 



Used predominantly as a lead blocker, pass catcher and ball carrier in short-yardage situations, Bruno 
helped UCLA compile a 26-7-2 record during his three-year career. He amassed 1,087 yards from 
scrimmage and scored six touchdowns. 

Bruno started on UCLA’s 1982 Pac-10 championship team, which defeated Michigan in the Rose Bowl to 
end the campaign with a 10-1-1 record and a No. 5 national ranking in the final Associated Press Top 25 
poll.   

Before UCLA’s 24-14 Rose Bowl victory over Michigan, Bruno told Sports Illustrated reporter Craig Neff 
“Michigan has become our second-biggest rival, right behind USC.” The national powers met twice in a 
span of less than four months and faced one another in bowl games in consecutive seasons. 

With Bruno generating a career-high 83 carries, UCLA ended his rookie season in 1980 with a 9-2 record 
and a No. 13 national ranking in the final Associated Press Top 25 poll. The following year, Bruno had 75 
rushing attempts for a UCLA team that finished 7-4-1 with a season-ending loss to Michigan in the 
Bluebonnet Bowl. 

As a high school player, Bruno rushed for more than 1,000 yards each season in 1977 and 1978. He 
earned All-Middlesex County, All-State and All-American honors as a scholastic senior. 

Bruno received more than 20 college scholarship offers. He selected UCLA over Notre Dame, Penn State, 
Georgia, Ohio State, Pittsburgh, LSU, Alabama and others. 

Tom Singer, a reporter with the Los Angeles Herald Examiner, noting the initials of Bruno’s name 
mirrored those of his starting backfield position, wrote, “Surely, in that great roll book wherein names 
are coupled with appropriate occupations, ‘fullback’ is noted next to Frank Bruno.” 

In 1978, Bruno was named a Bill Denny Central Jersey Chapter of the National Football Foundation and 
College Hall of Fame Scholar-Athlete. 

 

DAVID E. HAMILTON JR.:  Accomplished Professional  
(Class of 1971) 

David E. Hamilton Jr.’s lifelong work in the field of space travel and aeronautics, which includes 29 years 
of active duty in the U.S. Air Force, from which he retired in 2003 with the rank of Colonel, is vast and 
outstanding. 

A 1971 Metuchen High School alumnus, Hamilton earned a Bachelor of Science degree from Saint Louis 
University and was a distinguished graduate of the Air Force ROTC program.  Upon graduation he was a 
test engineer of rocket propulsion systems.  That led to as assignment to support initial flights of the 
Space Shuttle where he designed models to represent the aerodynamic-reaction control system 
interactions for the Space Shuttle on reentry. 

Upon graduating from the U.S. Air Force Test Pilot School in 1982, Hamilton participated in the 
developmental and operational ground and flight-testing of numerous aerospace systems. Assigned to 
the B-1B Combined Test Force, he flew on the B-1A and was the flight test engineer and defensive 
systems operator on the first three B-1B performance and flying qualities flight tests. He participated in 



the Tacit Blue, F-117, Advanced Cruise Missile, B-2, X-37 and numerous other classified programs.  In 
parallel with other assignments he earned a Master of Business Administration from National University.  
He is a distinguished graduate of Air Force Electronic Warfare Officer Training. 

As a specialized engineer, he has developed, designed, flown and tested various aircraft while 
spearheading the production of some of the nation’s most complex and classified programs.  Hamilton 
held an Air Force Master Non-Rated Officer Aircrew Badge. He served as a member of the Executive 
Independent Review Team for the Boeing "Bird of Prey." 

Hamilton directed the Air Force Red Team, which provided independent assessments of U.S. military 
capabilities and their vulnerabilities to senior Air Force and Department of Defense leaders. In his final 
military assignment, Hamilton was responsible for the programming and execution of the Air Force 
special access program budget.  

After retiring from the U.S. Air Force, Hamilton briefly worked for a Washington, D.C. consulting and 
engineering firm.  Hamilton returned to the Department of Defense as a member of the Senior Executive 
Service as the Director of the Rapid Capabilities Office, serving for 11 years until his retirement in 2014.  
In that role, Hamilton reported to the Secretary and Chief of Staff of the U.S. Air Force for day-to-day 
operations. 

As Director of the Air Force Rapid Capabilities Office, Hamilton directed selected study, development 
and fielding activities tasked directly by the Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition, Technology and 
Logistics, the Secretary of the Air Force, and the Chief of Staff of the Air Force. Under Hamilton, the Air 
Force Rapid Capabilities Office was responsible for development and deployment of significant upgrades 
to the Integrated Air Defense System, operational during his tenure around the nation’s capital region.  

His other responsibilities included technical integration of Department of Defense classified activities, 
and representation of those activities to Headquarters U.S. Air Force, the Office of the Secretary of 
Defense, Congress and the White House.   

While most of his activities have been in the classified arena, notable acknowledged capabilities include 
the air defense system protecting the nation’s capital region and the X-37B Orbital Test Vehicle.   

Throughout his career, Hamilton was a leader in transitioning developing technologies into field-able 
national technical and strategic capabilities including large-scale prototyping and delivery of high 
technology weapons and support systems meeting critical mission assurance requirements. 

Hamilton is currently CEO of the consulting firm Eagle Aerie, Inc., for which he consults for 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, small businesses and sits on several corporate advisory boards. 

Since 2015, Hamilton has also been president of Guardtime Federal LLC., a U.S. subsidiary of an 
international data systems integrity firm.  The firm provides digital data integrity and provenance 
applications to assure the authenticity of software, data, and file configurations that can be used to 
deter and rapidly discover malicious acts in the cyber domain.    

Hamilton has also served on a committee of the National Academies of Science for Innovation and 
Experimentation and as a consultant to the Air Force Scientific Advisory Board. 



Hamilton has received numerous awards and honors including: Legion of Merit, Defense Meritorious 
Service Medal, Meritorious Service Medal with four oak leaf clusters, Air Force Outstanding Unit Award 
with oak leaf cluster, Air Force Organizational Excellence Award with silver and bronze oak leaf clusters, 
Joint Civilian Service Achievement Award, Exemplary Civil Service Award, Meritorious Presidential Rank 
Award, RADM Robert Gormley Combat Survivability Award for Leadership (National Defense Industrial 
Association), Nelson P. Jackson Aerospace Award (National Space Club) and a Distinguished Civil Service 
Award.  Post government retirement, Lockheed Martin nominated him, and he received the Clarence L. 
“Kelly” Johnson Skunk Works Award from the Engineers’ Council of Southern California.   

 
 

Katherine J. Liseno:  Humanitarian and Service Contributor 
(Class of 1963) 

 
Katherine J. Liseno has been President and CEO of Metuchen Savings Bank since 1979, beginning her 
banking career in 1962 as a file clerk and teller. After graduation from Metuchen High School in 1963 she 
continued her banking career progressing upward as student loan officer, mortgage origination and 
servicing, public relations and accounting officer positions.  After holding the titles of Assistant Secretary, 
Corporate Secretary, Second Vice-President, First Vice President and Executive Vice-President, she was 
named President/CEO and Treasurer.  “I've seen the Bank grow from about $1 million in assets to 40 
million before becoming its President in 1979. The bank has grown to $260 million and survived many 
recessions and regulatory challenges since then...  Liseno told the New Jersey Business Magazine in June 
2018. 
 
She has exhibited unselfish devotion for 55 years of service to the banking industry as a Board member 
and instructor in the 70’s for the Institute of Financial Education; New Jersey League of Community 
Bankers’ Board member during the 80’s and 90’s and its Chairman in 2000-2001 and Director of the 
FHLBNY from 2004-2013 for which she was recognized on May 18, 2018 at the New Jersey Bankers 
Annual Conference at Marco Island, Florida. Vic Richel Chairman of the Board congratulated her on such 
a milestone achievement. He also recognized that, “under her guidance and execution Metuchen Savings 
has developed a great reputation as an outstanding corporate citizen in Metuchen and the greater 
Middlesex County region.” 
 
In June 2018, with the upcoming Metuchen Savings Bank/Manasquan Bank merger, Ms. Liseno 
commented in a bank press release, “I've always thought of our staff, customers and community as my 
extended family and care about them very much.” Reflecting on her community commitment she added, 
“We will remain focused on making decisions that support Main Street, and look forward to being able 
to better fulfill our customers' evolving needs.” Currently retired, Ms. Liseno serves on Manasquan's 
Board of Directors and multiple committees.  
 
Community is at the heart of everything Liseno does. Active for many years in the Metuchen Rotary Club 
she was recognized with a Triple Sapphire Paul Harris Award in 2013 for her generous contributions to 
the humanitarian and educational programs of the Rotary Foundation. Ms. Liseno, the first woman 
inducted to the Rotary Club in 1988, is a past President and served for many years as a Board of Directors 
member. She also was the president of the Metuchen Area Chamber of Commerce in 1980, a Board 
Member from 1969-1979 and Treasurer of the Metuchen Country Fair Committee from 1968-2011. Her 
humanitarian spirit and service are seen in being Vice-Chair of the Metuchen-Edison YMCA-Campaign 



“Y” 2001-2002, a member of the Metuchen Centennial Commission 1998-2000, and served as a member 
of “Focus for Metuchen” 1997-2001. 
 
Organizations have taken notice of Ms. Liseno's humanitarian and service endeavors and have presented 
her with well-deserved honors and awards. In January 1987 Ms. Liseno was the Metuchen Area 
Commerce's Citizen of the Year and in 1994 she was recognized by the Middlesex County Commission 
with the “Woman of Excellence” Award.  In 2003 she received the Metuchen YMCA’s Charles S. Edgar 
Memorial Award.  In 2012 she received the Forrey-Gallman Award for demonstrating long-term 
outstanding service to the NJ Banking industry. Liseno has inspired association members with her 
leadership in assuming members were well-represented in the areas of government relations, public 
relations, and educational opportunities.  
 
 

Dr. Kurt R. Mikeska:  Accomplished Professional 
(Class of 1975) 

Dr. Kurt R. Mikeska, who worked for 30 years at DuPont and is currently a Senior Research Fellow at 
Jiangxi Jiayin Science and Technology, Ltd., has enjoyed an outstanding and prolific career in the sciences. 
A 1975 graduate of Metuchen High School, Dr. Mikeska is an inventor on 43 U.S. patents and author on 
37 published scientific papers.  
As a founding employee at Jiangxi Jiayin Science and Technology, Ltd., a solar energy company, Dr. 
Mikeska is the lead scientist on the development of advanced conductor metallizations for the crystalline 
silicon solar energy market. 
Dr. Mikeska’s creativity, inventiveness, problem-solving skills, innovation and ability to apply cutting-edge 
scientific and technological advances resulted in products that have significantly benefited mankind. 
He has more than three decades of experience as a scientist in solid-state materials discovery research, 
including new materials synthesis and development in the areas of engineered ceramics, solid-state 
dielectric materials, optically functional materials, and materials for photovoltaics. 
The American Chemical Society recently honored Dr. Mikeska with the 2018 Heroes of Chemistry award, 
a prestigious honor bestowed upon scientists who make a significant impact on society. 
Dr. Mikeska also gives back to the community, volunteering as a mentor and teacher for middle and high 
school students in the Delaware STEM council and the New Jersey First Robotics First Tech Challenge. 
Dr. Mikeska holds three degrees from Rutgers University including a doctorate and masters in Materials 
Science and Engineering. He was a graduate teaching assistant at Rutgers from 1982-86 in the 
Department of Materials Science and Engineering. 
DuPont honored Dr. Mikeska with three awards during a four-year stretch beginning at the start of this 
decade when he twice received the prestigious DuPont Bolton/Carothers Innovative Science Award, 
winning the honor in 2010 and in 2012.  
In 2013, Mikeska earned the DuPont Patent of the Year for thick-film pastes containing lead- and 
tellurium-oxides and their use in the manufacture of semiconductor devices. 
During his thirty year career at DuPont, Dr. Mikeska was a principle investigator in DuPont’s Central 
Research and Development Department at The Dupont Experimental Station in Wilmington DE: Research 
Chemist (1986 - 1991), Senior Research Chemist (1991 - 2000), Research Associate (2000 – 2010), Senior 
Research Associate (2010 - 2015).  
 
 

 



EARL GOODWIN PECK: Humanitarian and Service Contributor 
(Class of 1945) 

Classmates in his 1945 graduating class at Metuchen High School voted Earl Goodwin Peck “most likely 
to succeed.” He lived up to the billing. 

A retired U.S. Air Force Major General and Vietnam Veteran who served as the first director of the 
Florida Department of Veterans’ Affairs upon the Cabinet Agency’s founding in 1989, Peck is a 
distinguished community leader and veterans’ advocate. 

Peck commenced his 36-year military career in 1948. As a command pilot, Peck logged more than 7,000 
accident-free flying hours in fighters, bombers, tankers and trainers.  

His military decorations and awards include the Distinguished Service Medal, Defense Superior Service 
Medal, Legion of Merit with three oak leaf clusters, Bronze Star Medal, Meritorious Service Medal, the 
Vietnam Service Medal with four campaign stars, the Republic of Vietnam Cross of Gallantry with Palm, 
the Joint Service Commendation Medal and Air Force Commendation Medal. 

During his distinguished career with the U.S. Air Force, Peck served as: Chief of Staff, Strategic Air 
Command; Director, Intelligence and Space Policy, Office of the Secretary of Defense; Deputy 
Commander, Sixth Allied Tactical Air Force, Izmir, Turkey; Chief, Office of Air Force History; 
Commandant, Squadron Officers School; Commander, 3902d Air Base Wing; Chief, Special Air 
Operations, Vietnam; and many others positions as a squadron pilot and staff officer. 

As a military retiree, Peck was active in the Retired Officers Association, the Air Force Association, and 
the Order of Daedalians. He was also a member of the American Legion, Veterans of Foreign Wars, 
Disabled American Veterans, and Paralyzed Veterans of America. 

In 1989, Peck was appointed as the Executive Director of the Florida Department of Veterans' Affairs. As 
an advocate for Florida's veterans, Peck worked to improve the quality of life for the state's 1.73 million 
veterans. The resources of the department increased by 400 percent under his direction, providing 
increased services to veterans. During his tenure, veterans' homes were constructed in Lake City, 
Daytona Beach and elsewhere. He worked to elevate the VA's understanding of Florida's problems and 
to improve the resources and facilities available to veterans.  

Peck served as director for intelligence and space policy in the Office of the Deputy Undersecretary of 
Defense for Policy, Washington, D.C. 

Peck attended Rutgers University from 1945 to 1947. He earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in political 
science, with highest honors, from the University of Texas, Austin, in 1958, and was selected for Phi Beta 
Kappa and Pi Sigma Alpha membership. He entered the University of Texas two years earlier under the 
Air Force Institute of Technology program. In 1968 Peck was a distinguished graduate of the Industrial 
College of the Armed Forces at Fort Lesley J. McNair, Washington, D.C., and concurrently earned a 
Master of Science degree in business administration from The George Washington University, also in 
Washington. 

In 1948, Peck enlisted in the U.S. Air Force. He later entered the aviation cadet program and, upon 
completing flight training in 1950, was awarded pilot wings and received a regular commission as a 



distinguished graduate. He then transferred to Germany where he served as a jet fighter pilot, flying 
more than 1,200 hours in F-80s and F-84s with the 23rd Fighter-Bomber Squadron. 

Peck returned to the United States in 1953 and was assigned to Webb Air Force Base, Texas, as a jet 
pilot instructor and instrument flight instructor in T-33s and T-28s. After graduating from the University 
of Texas, Peck served for the next two years as a B-47 pilot and aircraft commander at McConnell Air 
Force Base, Kan., and Pease Air Force Base, N.H. In 1961, he was assigned as a B-52 pilot and later 
aircraft commander and instructor pilot at Homestead Air Force Base, Fla. 

Peck began a four-year assignment in 1963 with the Directorate of Personnel at Headquarters Strategic 
Air Command, Offutt Air Force Base, Nebraska. From 1967 to 1968, he was a student at the Industrial 
College of the Armed Forces. Following graduation, Peck was assigned to MacDill Air Force Base, Fla., for 
F-4 pilot training. 

In 1969, Peck transferred to the Republic of Vietnam as chief of special air operations at Headquarters 
Military Assistance Command Vietnam in Saigon. He returned to Offutt Air Force Base in 1970 as vice 
commander and later commander of the 3902nd Air Base Wing. Peck then joined the Squadron Officer 
School staff at the Air University, Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala., in 1972 and became commandant in 
1973. 

Peck transferred to Headquarters U.S. Air Force, Washington, D.C., in 1974 as chief of the Office of Air 
Force History. Peck remained there until 1975 when he returned to SAC headquarters at Offutt Air Force 
Base as the deputy chief of staff for personnel. He was deputy chief of staff for operations until 1978 
and the command's chief of staff until 1980. 

Peck was then assigned as deputy commander of the 6th Allied Tactical Air Force, with headquarters at 
Izmir, Turkey. The command was a component of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization's Allied Air 
Forces Southern Europe and provided full-time air defense of Turkey and would counter aggression by 
conducting air operations in support of North Atlantic Treaty Organization objectives. 

Earl Goodwin Peck married Margaret Raymond, an Army daughter, June 14, 1952, in Heidelberg, 
Germany. 

They had six sons and a daughter during the early years of their marriage, and all six sons served with 
distinction in the Armed Forces of the United States. The Pecks enjoyed 66 years of marriage before 
Margaret's demise on July 4th 2018. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



GEORGE REILLY:  Bulldog Spirit 
(Class of 1983) 

A two-sport star in football and track and field at Metuchen High School and Brown University, from 
which he graduated after surviving a near-fatal construction accident, George Reilly has enjoyed a 
successful career as a financial planner and financial services executive who gives back to the 
community through various philanthropic endeavors. 

The 1983 Metuchen High School alumnus earned all-state Group I honors as a defensive back, first-team 
All-Middlesex County accolades as a running back and was named a Bill Denny Central Jersey Chapter of 
the National Football Foundation and College Hall of Fame Scholar-Athlete. 

Reilly accumulated more than 1,000 all-purpose yards during each of his junior and senior seasons at 
Metuchen and scored a total of 22 touchdowns, 5 of which were scored in the two victories over 
Metuchen’s arch rival Highland Park.  He was a Group I state champion in the shot, a member of the 
high school’s state championship indoor sprint medley relay team and he was NJ State Champ in 
Decathlon.  Reilly earned seven varsity letters. 

He also appeared in the high school’s spring musicals in each of his four years at Metuchen, landing lead 
roles as a junior and senior, and becoming a member of the National Thespian Society.  

Reilly went on to captain the track and field teams at Brown University during his junior and senior year 
from which he earned a total of eight varsity letters; 3 football, 2 indoor track and field and 3 outdoor 
track and field. 

He received the Jerry Nason Award for Senior Achievement and the Broomhead Memorial Trophy, 
presented to the Brown football player who’s continuous and generous contributions to Brown athletics 
and loyal devotion to the university make him an ideal ambassador of the school. 

During the summer of 1985, Reilly fell 35 feet onto concrete in a construction accident at Newark 
Airport. His pelvis broke in three places, his right elbow was smashed and his femur snapped and thrust 
into his hip socket. Following months in traction, Reilly underwent extensive rehabilitation and taught 
himself to walk before the end of that same year. Reilly returned to Brown for the spring semester and 
rejoined the football team in August 1986. His first game back he was ECAC player of the week in the 
game against Harvard.  

 Six games into the 1986 campaign, Reilly regained his starting cornerback position, which he previously 
held as a sophomore. A year later, Reilly finished third on the team with 73 tackles. He also had three 
pass breakups, a fumble recovery and a sack. 

In track and field, Reilly ranked at the time of his graduation among the Top 10 all-time at Brown in the 
Decathlon. He was named New England’s Comeback Player of the Year and New Jersey’s Most 
Courageous Athlete as a college senior. 

As a financial planner and financial services executive, Reilly leads the Iselin-based Reilly Financial 
Group, a financial services organization known for the guidance it provides clients to build financial 
security. His partner in the business is Bob Knoll, another MHS graduate class of 1983, and a former 
football and track teammate. 



Reilly graduated from Brown University with a B.A. in Business and Economics. He is a board member of 
Catholic Charities’ Planned Giving and Estate Planning Committee, a member of the National Association 
of Industrial Office Properties (NAIOP) and serves on the Pillar College board of directors.  

In 2014, Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Trenton selected the Reilly Financial Group to receive its 
Corporate Citizen of the Year Award. The honor is annually bestowed upon a company that has 
partnered with Catholic Charities in its mission to provide essential services to the community's poor 
and vulnerable, regardless of religion, race, ethnicity, or income.  

"We are humbled and honored to receive this recognition," Reilly told Patch.com in January 2014. "Each 
year, members of our team come together to volunteer their time in support of Catholic Charities' 
initiatives, and this award is a tribute to all their hard work.  We look forward to continuing to support 
Catholic Charities' efforts to improve our community in the years ahead." 

Reilly has been recognized for his decades-long work in the financial services industry, including Life 
Membership to Chairmans Council, Membership in the Million Dollar Round Table, numerous MetLife 
awards and induction into the prestigious Metlife Hall of Fame.  

In 2010, MetLife Securities recognized Reilly for his achievements in the investment industry, naming 
him to the MetLife Inner Circle program, which recognizes excellence in the areas of client services and 
investment sales. Reilly was chosen for his commitment to servicing the long-term financial needs of his 
clients. 

In 2013, Reilly was named an Irish American Magazine 2013 Wall Street 50 Honoree. 

Mr. Reilly is the youngest of six children (Vince, Hayes, Donald, Maria and Shelagh) who all participated 
at a high level in sports in Metuchen in the 70’s and 80’s. He has been married for 30 years to Ann 
Dowgin Reilly (who is in South Brunswick HS Hall of Fame) and they have three daughters Meg, Kate and 
Trish.   

 
Therese M. Snyder:  Distinguished Faculty 

(Class of 1959) 
 

“If you are planning for a year, sow rice: if you are planning for a decade, plant trees; if you are 
planning for a lifetime, educate people.”(Guan Zhong, Chinese reformer and thinker 650 BC) 
  
Therese Brancale Snyder is a Distinguished Educator who spent her lifetime teaching young people. The 
daughter of Gladys and Dr. Ralph Brancale, the eldest of four children, Therese graduated from 
Metuchen High School in 1959, the first class to graduate from the newly built Grove Avenue school.  In 
1963 she graduated from Elmira College, in upstate New York with an English Literature major and a 
minor in Theater and Dance. For three summers she participated in the American Dance Festival at 
Connecticut College, studying modern dance with Martha Graham, Jose Limon, and Alvin Ailey, famed 
pioneers in the modern dance movement.  In 1985 she received her Masters' Degree in Asian Studies 
from Seton Hall University. During the 1980's she also took graduate courses at Rutgers University in 
Creative Arts Education, Writing Process, Administration and Curriculum. She was also a participant in 
the NJ Writers' Project. In 2006 she, along with other Metuchen teachers and administrators, took part 
in Renzulli's summer program in Gifted Education at the University of Connecticut.  



In 1963-1968 Ms. Snyder taught English at Metuchen High School and then in 1968 she and her husband 
John moved to Kobe, Japan, traveled widely throughout Asia visiting Hong Kong, Taiwan, South Korea, 
and Japan. While in Kobe, she was an ESL teacher at Joshi Gakuen, a girls' middle school. Returning to 
Metuchen in 1970 she resumed teaching English at the high school. In 1976 she became English 
Department Coordinator, then English Department Chair and Chair of Special Projects which covered 
mostly gifted education, the writing process and assessment. Ms. Deborah Brown, Edgar Middle School 
history teacher, comments, “When ROGATE (a nationally based gifted and talented program) first 
started, I had the pleasure of working closely alongside her and it was fun to watch her teach the 
students (and me) about Eastern culture.” She added, “She was always so supportive when conferencing 
with the kids.” 
  
Until her retirement in 2009 she held the position of English /Language Arts and World Language 
Department Chair and Social Studies/Gifted Education Supervisor K-12. Joann Zebrowski, now retired 
district Math Supervisor K-12, credited Terrie Snyder for helping her when she was newly hired. She 
praises Snyder when she notes, “As an exceptional mentor Terrie provided compassion, understanding 
and guidance which enabled me to become a better supervisor. She helped me further develop my skill 
sets and for this I am forever grateful.”  MHS Principal Bruce Peragallo concurs with Ms. Zebrowski's 
sentiments when he says, “Terrie is the consummate educator and professional.”   
  
In terms of professional development Ms. Snyder always had her students and her colleagues in mind. 
She focused on writing and portfolio assessment geared to make the students better writers and the 
teachers better writing teachers. Ms. Carol Volkland, speaking from the perspective of both a student in 
Ms. Snyder's English class and later as a professional colleague, writes “Ms. Snyder was my 11th grade 
English teacher. She always demanded much from her students. She taught me more than literature and 
writing. She taught me college level skills.” 
  
Ms. Snyder played an integral role in the Metuchen gifted programs including ROGATE, Odyssey of the 
Mind and gifted competitions along with Artist in Residence programs to expose students to creative 
writing, dance, and poetry. She spearheaded interdisciplinary programs in 9th grade Social Studies, Art 
and English Departments. Snyder was also the Coordinator/ Liaison for Middlesex County Arts High 
School and the Governor's School Programs.  
  
In the 1990’s Ms. Snyder served as President of New Jersey Council of Teachers of English. Under her 
leadership the Council created state-wide and regional seminars and workshops, teacher conferences, 
annual student writing contests, and awards ceremonies. Snyder represented NJCTE at the NJ Gov. Arts 
Awards.  
  
From 1985-2013 Ms. Snyder was a member of the NJ State Language Arts Test Development Committee 
designing and evaluating test items for the EWT, HSPT, and HSPA standardized tests administered by the 
NJ State Dept. of Education.  
  
During her teaching career at MHS Snyder devoted her time to extra-curricular activities. In 1963 she 
created a modern dance club and developed lessons in modern dance technique for the football team 
under Coach Conti to improve agility on the playing field. Her dance club performed in local and regional 
performances.  
  



In 1970-71 she coached the cheerleaders and in 1970 was the school's literary magazine (Scriblerian) 
advisor.  She was also advisor to the school newspaper The Bulldog's Bark and coached the Odyssey of 
the Mind for Franklin, Campbell, Edgar and MHS.  
  
Between 1994 and 1995 she coordinated a Japanese Student Exchange program, taking students to 
Kyushu, Japan for a two week home stay and hosting Japanese students when they visited Metuchen. 
  
  
One measure of a distinguished educator is the influence he/she has on students' lives. Robyn Schiff 
('91) whose poetry collections Worth, Revolver, and Woman of Property garner praise from The New 
Yorker and The Chicago Tribune. Now a professor of English and Creative Writing at Emory University in 
Atlanta she credits Ms. Snyder for having an extraordinary influence on her life. She writes in a letter 
dated September 30, 2019 “...though my career has taken me in unexpected directions, to unexpected 
places, I can trace the trajectory directly back to your incredibly inspiring classroom.” She also thanks 
her for “your leadership modeled for me how crucial the community of the classroom is, and that 
interpretations can be collaboration. I hope I can inspire my students as you inspired me.” 
  
Kenneth (Kenny) Moss, ('91) John Hopkins Associate Professor of Modern Jewish History, echoes Robyn 
Schiff''s praise of Ms. Snyder's teaching. He, too, is an author and educator and in a letter dated October 
9, 2019 reflects, “To this day I find myself astonished at just how much and how widely she had us read, 
everything from contemporary African Literature to Tang Dynasty novels to Crime and Punishment and 
The Trial. ...She breathed the conviction that reading and thinking about the lives and needs of others, 
that examining beauty, confronting ugliness, and meditating on complexity and creativity humanizes us-
and this is something I've tried to communicate to my own children not least in terms I think I learned 
from her. I only wish I'd had the good sense to reach out to her over the years ...and renew a connection 
so vital to who I am and what I aspire to be as a teacher and a thinking person....I want to thank Ms. 
Therese Snyder for the abundant gifts of knowledge and beauty, thought and joy she gave so 
generously.” 
 

HAROLD W. SONN:  Accomplished Professional 
(Class of 1939) 

A distinguished World War II veteran with masters and honorary doctorate degrees from prestigious 
universities, Harold W. Sonn worked for four decades with the Public Service Electric and Gas Company, 
from which he rose through the ranks to become president, chief executive officer and chairman. 

A 1939 Metuchen High School alumnus, Sonn graduated from Rutgers University with a bachelor’s 
degree in mechanical engineering and a Masters of Business Administration. He also earned a degree in 
thermodynamics from City University France, a Master of Science and an honorary Doctor of 
Engineering degree from Stevens Institute of Technology, as well as a master’s degree in Industrial 
Engineering from New York University. 

As a student at Rutgers University, where his studies were accelerated because of World War II, Sonn 
took four years of ROTC and received an award as the top ROTC student. He commenced four years of 
military service in 1943, attaining the rank of captain in the U.S. Army. 



Sonn spent two years in the European Theatre (North Africa and southern France) during World War II 
before receiving an honorable discharge from the military in 1946. 

Immediately thereafter, Sonn began his 40-year career at PSE&G in a training program, becoming a sales 
engineer. He advanced through various positions including vice president in 1970 and senior vice 
president in 1976.  

A year later, Sonn became president of the PSE&G Research Corporation, where he led the company's 
involvement with solar energy, landfill gas, large scale battery development, electric vehicles, wind 
power, and other alternative energy programs. 

Despite the "hype" of that time for the renewable energy sources, Sonn prophetically cautioned against 
unrealistic expectations and predicted it would be many decades before such alternative sources would 
be significant. 

Sonn became PSE&G’s CEO just before his retirement in 1986, at which time he reorganized New 
Jersey’s largest public utility with the formation and naming of the Public Service Enterprise Group 
(PSEG), of which Sonn became its first CEO. 

At the same time, under Sonn’s leadership, the final phase of the company's nuclear construction 
program concluded with the completion of the Hope Creek Generating Station, a thermal nuclear power 
plant located in Salem County.  

Sonn was a recipient of the Rutgers Engineering Society Outstanding Engineering Award, presented to a 
graduate who has made significant technical contributions in his or her career.  

Sonn served on the boards of the American Gas Association, Atomic Industrial Forum, Association of 
Edison Illuminating Companies, Regional Plan Association, New Jersey Utilities Association, the Fuel Cell 
Users Group, the Edison Electric Institute Advisory Committee and the Electric Vehicle Council 
Management Committee.  

He served as president of CIGRE (International Council on Large Electric Systems) and was director of the 
New Jersey State Chamber of Commerce, as well as the Greater Newark Chamber of Commerce. 

Additionally, Sonn was a trustee of the Stevens Institute of Technology, the Foundation of the University 
of Medicine and Dentistry, the Newark Museum, Seamen's Church Institute, Thomas Alva Edison 
Foundation, the New Jersey Historical Society, and the United Way. He was a governor of the New 
Jersey State Opera and advisory chairman of the Community Foundation of New Jersey.  

A licensed professional engineer, Sonn was a former chairman of the New Jersey Energy Research 
Institute and board member of the Institute of Gas Technology and the Gas-Cooled Reactor Associates.  

He served as director of the Continental Insurance Corporation, The First National State Bancorporation, 
and the First Fidelity Bank.  

 
 

 

 



ROBERT TAUB:  Accomplished Professional 
(Class of 1973) 

From New York’s Carnegie Hall to Hong Kong’s Cultural Centre to Germany’s avant-garde Zentrum für 
Kunst und Medientechnologie, Robert David Taub has been acclaimed internationally as a concert 
pianist and recording artist.  

He has performed as guest soloist with the world’s leading orchestras and conductors, including the 
MET Orchestra in Carnegie Hall (James Levine), the Boston Symphony Orchestra (James Levine), BBC 
Philharmonic (Sir Edward Downes), The Philadelphia Orchestra (Charles Dutoit), San Francisco 
Symphony (Herbert Blomstedt), and many others.  

The Times of London wrote that “Taub plays with wholly extraordinary musical virtuosity” and the New 
York Times called him “uncommonly eloquent” while labeling his performances “unusually powerful.” 

Taub has also performed solo concerts on the Great Performers Series at New York’s Lincoln Center and 
other major series worldwide, and has been featured in international festivals, including the Saratoga 
Festival, the Lichfield Festival in England, San Francisco’s Midsummer Mozart Festival, Aspen Music 
Festival, the Geneva International Summer Festival, among others.  

A 1973 graduate of Metuchen High School, Taub has also initiated and led several concert series and 
festivals, including a highly touted series at the Institute for Advanced Study in Princeton (where its only 
predecessor as Artist-in-Residence was TS Eliot). 

Following the conclusion of his highly celebrated New York series of Beethoven Piano Sonatas, Taub 
completed a sold-out Beethoven cycle in London at Hampton Court Palace. His recordings of the 
complete Beethoven Piano Sonatas have been praised worldwide for their insight, freshness, and 
emotional involvement.  

In addition to performing, Taub is an eloquent spokesman for music, giving frequent engaging and 
informal lectures and pre-concert talks. His book – Playing the Beethoven Piano Sonatas – has been 
published internationally by Amadeus Press and has become a standard for the Beethoven Sonata 
literature.  

Taub has recorded the complete Sonatas of Beethoven and Scriabin, as well as works of Babbitt, 
Schumann, and Liszt, several of which have been selected as “critic’s favorites” by Gramophone, 
Newsweek, The New York Times, and The Washington Post. His most recently released recording is the 
Sessions Piano Concerto with James Levine and the Munich Philharmonic. 

Taub has been in the vanguard of new music, having premiered piano concertos by Milton Babbitt (MET 
Orchestra, James Levine) and Mel Powell (Los Angeles Philharmonic), and making the first recordings of 
the Persichetti Piano Concerto (Philadelphia Orchestra, Charles Dutoit) and Sessions Piano Concerto. 

He has premiered six works of Milton Babbitt (solo piano, chamber music, 2nd Piano Concerto). Taub 
also formed collaborations with several younger composers, including Jonathan Dawe (USA), David 
Bessell (UK) and Ludger Brümmer (Germany) performing their 21st century works in America and 
Europe. 



During his first term at the Institute for Advanced Study, Taub initiated a concert series dedicated to the 
complete Beethoven Piano Sonatas. So popular were these concerts that he played each program three 
times to sold-out houses; the series was featured in the national press.  

In addition, Taub started a lunchtime series of informal discussions about music. In his subsequent two 
terms, he included chamber music in the concert series, bringing in world-renowned colleagues, with at 
least one work from every concert broadcast on NPR’s “Performance Today.” He also expanded the 
popular informal talks to include interviews with important young composers.  As part of this series he 
arranged a special evening with James Levine and Milton Babbitt, discussing Babbitt’s 2nd Piano 
Concerto prior to his premiere performance of this work in Carnegie Hall (with Levine and the MET 
Orchestra). 

Taub is featured in a PBS television program – Big Ideas – that highlights him playing and discussing 
Beethoven Piano Sonatas. Filmed during his final year at the Institute for Advanced Study, this program 
has been broadcast throughout the U.S. on PBS affiliates. 

Taub is a Phi Beta Kappa graduate of Princeton where he was a University Scholar. As a Danforth Fellow 
he completed his doctoral degree at The Juilliard School where he received the highest award in piano.   

Taub has served as Artist-in-Residence at Harvard University and at UC Davis prior to his time at the 
Institute for Advanced Study. He has led music forums at Oxford and Cambridge Universities and The 
Juilliard School.  

Taub has also been Visiting Professor at Princeton University and at Kingston University (U.K.). Following 
his time at the Institute, he founded and directed the Musica Viva Concert Series and Festival in New 
Jersey, which featured orchestral and chamber music of Beethoven, Ravel and Gershwin. 

In addition to his recordings of the Beethoven Piano Sonatas and his book about them, Taub has 
prepared a new edition of the Beethoven Piano Sonatas for Schirmers Performance Editions, published 
by Hal Leonard Corporation. He has also performed several “historic pianoforte” concerts in London of 
Beethoven Sonatas, playing pianofortes – 1795 Longman and Broderip, 1816 Broadwood, and 1823 
Streicher – specifically associated with Beethoven during his years of composition of particular Sonatas. 

Having achieved many goals in the arena of the performing arts, Taub widened his focus and founded 
MuseAmi (May 2007) with the vision to empower everyone worldwide to more easily facilitate their 
innate musical creativity – to create, learn, collaborate, and share – and participate as fully as possible 
with the music they love.  

MuseAmi has attracted a high-powered and closely-knit team of leading machine learning experts, 
signal processing engineers, and creative developers. Under Taub’s leadership, the company has 
developed significant intellectual property that it has begun to commercialize with several world-leading 
strategic partners, enabling wholly new levels of interactive participation in music – personalization of 
education and entertainment.  

In 2016, Taub returned to performing, teaching, and researching. He performed several programs for 
Babbitt Centenary Celebrations that year, and is currently re-examining Beethoven source material for 
his Piano Sonatas.  

In 2018 Taub assumed the post of Music Director for The Arts Institute at University of Plymouth, UK.  



In 2019 he started Musica Viva, a new collaborative program of concerts and associated workshops that 
features music from Bach to the present and embraces educational events across the university and 
greater community.  

This season he collaborated with the London Mozart Players and the Dante Quartet. He is also the 
Creative and Artistic Director, and Executive Producer, for Some Call It Home, a multimedia music drama 
that is part of Plymouth’s Mayflower 400 commemorations.  

Some Call It Home will receive its premiere performances at Theatre Royal Plymouth on March 24th and 
25th 2020   

 

Dr. Julian E. Zelizer: Humanitarian and Service Contributor 
(Class of 1987) 

 
According to the Princeton University website The History News Network named Professor Julian E. 
Zelizer one of the top young historians in the country. It is also noted that Zelizer is one of the pioneers in 
the revival of political history.  
 
Julian E. Zelizer was born in Union Township, Hunterton County, NJ on December 6, 1969 to Viviana and 
Rabbi Gerald Zelizer. Raised in Metuchen, NJ he graduated from Metuchen High School in 1987 where 
one of his activities was News Editor of The Bulldogs Bark. His passion for study and scholarship was 
instilled by his mother and father at an early age. He reflected on his education in a 2008 article on 
Princeton scholars written by Emily Aronson,”Both my parents contributed to my interest in education, 
creating a culture where learning and knowledge is a valuable commodity.” He went on to say, “I 
remember my grandfather, who was also a rabbi, used to say that being a professor and a rabbi is 
basically the same thing in terms of learning and teaching.”   
 
Zelizer graduated from Brandeis University (Summa cum laude) in 1991 and Johns Hopkins University, 
M.A. 1993, and Ph.D.1996. He told Daniel Lippman of Politco Playbook in December 2017, “My academic 
career started when I finished my Ph.D.  At Johns Hopkins writing a dissertation about Wilbur Mills-the 
Congressman who wrote Medicare...” He went on to say, “Early on I caught the journalism bug. I earned 
my chops by appearing on the local CBS morning news show in upstate New York... and talking with 
callers about the NFL on the local ESPN radio as “the professor.”  
 
Zelizer started his career in academia as an Assistant professor in the SUNY History Department in 1996 
and then he also held a joint appointment with the Department of Public Administration and Policy. 
These positions continued from 1999-2002. From 2002-2004 he was an Associate Professor at the 
Department of Public Administration and Policy at the State University at Albany. Then from 2004 -2007 
he was a Professor of History at Boston University. According to a website, Rate My Professors, he was 
deemed the best professor at BU. In 2007 he joined Princeton as a professor of History and Public 
Affairs. When Julian joined Princeton, he and his mother became the first mother-son team teaching pair 
in Princeton history (his mother is a sociologist at Princeton). In 2013 Julian was named the Malcolm 
Stevenson Forbes Class of 1941 Professor of History and Public Affairs at the Woodrow Wilson School of 
Public and International Affairs. 
 
 



Julian Zelizer has authored and edited 20 books covering topics including political history, politics, 
Congress, the news media, national security, and right-wing politics. Some of his books are The Fierce 
Urgency of Now: Lyndon Johnson, Congress, and the Battle for the Great Society (2015), Winner of the 
D.B. Hardeman Prize Governing America: The Revival of Political History (2012), 
Jimmy Carter (2010) was named by The Washington Post as one of the best presidential biographies.  He 
is the editor of The Presidency of Barack Obama (2018) and The Presidency of George W. Bush (2010) 
and he has published over 1000 op-eds.  He has received fellowships from the Brookings Institution, the 
Guggenheim Foundation the Russell Sage Foundation, and the New York Historical Society.  
 
In January 2019 Norton published Fault Lines: A History of the United States Since 1974 co-authored 
with Kevin Kruse. In a January 2019 review in Rolling Stone writer Michael Matos noted this “new history 
from Kevin M. Kruse and Julian E. Zelizer is a sharp summation of how we moved from post-New Deal 
liberalism to an increasingly hard-right philosophy, culminating with Donald Trump.” In another Fault 
Lines review Zachery J. Lechner wrote that “Zelizer is most widely known as a CNN commentator, a voice 
of reason, sanity, and verified claims-rare in the world of cable news punditry.” 
 
Currently, a Political Analyst at CNN, Dr. Zelizer regularly analyzes current political events. He also has a 
weekly column on CNN.com since 2008 and appears on their television shows. He is also a regular 
contributor to NPR’s Here and Now. He has also been featured on multiple news shows including 
MSNBC, CBS News, Fox News, CNBC, and BBC News. He also publishes articles for outlets including The 
New York Times, The Atlantic, The Washington Post, Politico, Wall Street Journal, The Economist and 
more. Zelizer has also appeared on numerous documentaries, including one that was an Emmy Award 
winner.  
 
In April 2020, Penguin Press will publish his new book, Burning Down the House: Newt Gingrich, The 
Fall of a Speaker, and The Rise of the Republican Party. He is currently finishing work on another book, 
Abraham Joshua Heschel (Yale University Press). He lives with his family in New York City. 
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