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Meridian ISD will begin the 2022-23 School Year on Wednesday, August 17th, 2022. We will

continue to follow the CDC guidelines to mitigate and minimize the likelihood of viral spread.

This plan has been developed in collaboration with required stakeholders and is based on

guidance from the CDC as well as local health officials.   Revisions are highlighted in yellow.

PUBLIC HEALTH CONSIDERATIONS

The prevention and mitigation practices outlined in this document are designed to significantly

reduce the likelihood that a coronavirus outbreak occurs on campus. Consistently implementing

recommendations to the extent feasible is the best way to reduce the potential negative impact

of infection on students’ educational experiences.

There will almost certainly be situations that necessitate temporary school closure due to

positive COVID-19 cases in schools. Parents, educators, and school administrators should be

prepared for this in the event that it occurs, while actively working to prevent it through

prevention and mitigation practices.

Meridian ISD COVID-19 RESPONSE TEAM

MISD has designated the following administrative team members as those responsible for

developing COVID-19 protocols and responding to COVID-19 concerns:

● Superintendent

● Secondary Principal

● Elementary Principal

● District Nurse

● Athletic Director

Any member of this team may be contacted by phone at 254-435-2081.

INSTRUCTIONAL PROCEDURES

Meridian ISD will only offer on-campus (face-to-face) instruction for the 2022-23 school year.

Remote learning will not be an option. Students enrolled in MISD will be required to engage in

school every day. Compulsory attendance and truancy laws remain in place.  School systems

must exclude students from attending school in person who are actively sick with COVID-19 or

who have received a positive test result for COVID-19 and are symptomatic for a minimum

5-day period.  During the exclusion period, the school system may deliver remote instruction

consistent with the practice of remote conferencing outlined in the proposed Student

Attendance Accounting Handbook (SAAH) rules.

MITIGATION STRATEGIES

Promote Behaviors that Prevent Spread

● Consistent with the general guidance, the CDC no longer recommends
quarantining for people exposed to COVID-19 in the school setting.

● Students and staff will be required to self-screen for symptoms each day before entering

the school bus or buildings.
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● Teach and reinforce handwashing and respiratory etiquette.

● Meridian ISD School Board voted on March 25, 2021 to make masks optional for

students, staff and visitors while on campus and at school events.

● Where feasible without disrupting the educational experience, Meridian ISD will

encourage students to practice social distancing, current recommendation is 6 feet..

● Students and staff, who are symptomatic,  will have the opportunity to be tested for

COVID-19 through Goodside Health and our school nurse..

Health and Hygiene Practices

● Meridian ISD has hand sanitizer stations at each entrance and in every classroom and

commons area.

● Students, teachers, staff, and campus visitors will be encouraged to sanitize and/or wash

hands frequently.

○ Meridian ISD will teach and encourage students to use effective handwashing

techniques.

○ Students, teachers, staff, and campus visitors will be encouraged to cover coughs

and sneezes with a tissue, and if not available, covered in their elbows. Used

tissues should be thrown in the trash, hands should be washed immediately with

soap and water for at least 20 seconds, or hand sanitizer should be used.

● Meridian ISD will institute more frequent cleaning practices, including additional

cleaning by janitorial staff, as well as provide the opportunity for children to clean their

own spaces before and after they are used, in ways that are safe and developmentally

appropriate.

● Meridian ISD will arrange for additional cleaning and disinfecting of surfaces that are

touched in common throughout the day. This would include objects such as door

handles, common tables/desks, shared supplies such as art supplies, and high touch

devices such as shared laptops or tablets.

○ Meridian ISD will follow the CDC guidelines provided in their guidance on cleaning

community buildings to prevent COVID-19 spread.

○ Meridian ISD will ensure these products are stored safely, including storing

harmful products where children cannot access them, and ensuring that harmful

cleaning products are not used near children.

● School counselors will address any social, emotional or academic need among students

or staff.

Maintain Healthy Operations

● Maintain awareness of local and state regulations

● Educate staff on all mitigation strategies

● Provide counseling and other resources to support the social and emotional needs of

students and staff
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● Continue current communication systems for:

○ Self-reporting of COVID-19 symptoms, a positive test for COVID-19, or exposure to

someone with COVID-19.

○ Notification of COVID-19 exposures while maintaining confidentiality

○ Notification of facility closures

Prepare for Potential Illness

● Meridian ISD will immediately separate any student who shows COVID-19 symptoms

while at school until the student can be picked up by a parent or guardian.

● Meridian ISD will clean the areas used by the individual who shows COVID-19 symptoms

while at school (student, teacher, or staff) as soon as is feasible.

● Students who report feeling feverish will be given an immediate temperature check to

determine if they are symptomatic for COVID-19

CLOSE CONTACT, QUARANTINE, CONFIRMED CASE OF COVID-19

Meridian ISD will follow the guidance of local health authorities and the CDC.
Consistent with the general guidance, the CDC no longer recommends quarantining for
people exposed to COVID-19 in the school setting.
The revised guidance also removes the recommendation to cohort and the information
about Test to Stay
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