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It’s great to be young and a Comet!

Comet
Calendar

March 24, 25
PT Conferences

March 26-April 4
Spring Break

April 8
Freshmen
Orientation

April 10
VVC Art Show
(Virtual)

April 13
SAT
(No Seniors)

April 14
NHS Induction

April 16
4th Quarter 
Mid-Term 

April 21
11:30 Dismissal

State Qualifiers!

The Comet cheerleading squad qualified for IHSA State this year. Members of 
the team are, back row, Alyssa McCoy, Lacey Harrison, and Taylen Wait. Middle 
row, Makenzie Bonebright, Audrey Acord, Cassie Fugate, and Lacey Lee. Front row, 
Madison Bonebright, McKenzie Ellerkamp, and Xoey Ensign. The team is coached 
by MacKenzie Gayler and Matte Lee.

The boys basketball team won the VVC title, going undefeated in the conference. 
Members of the team are, back row, Coach Girton, Coach Wells, Isaiah Ruch, Tanner 
Pichon, Bryson Myers, Josh Young, and Coach Mandrell. Front row, Joshua Ruch, 
Dalton Hobick, Brevin Wells, Griffin Trees, Gaven Clouse, and Grant Powell.

VVC Champs!VVC Champs!
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Engage            Educate         Empower

With the approach of Spring Break, that means the 
beginning of practices for the common spring sports.

Here is the important information for those sports.

Spring practice info

SOFTBALL
Varsity coach -- 
Ms. Smith

Practice Info.
Monday
April 5
3:15 p.m.
OGS Gym

BASEBALL
Varsity coach -- 
Mr. McFarland

Practice Info.
Monday
April 5
3:15 p.m.
OHS Gym

TRACK
Varsity coaches 
-- Juice and Mr. 
Mandrell

Practice Info.
Monday
April 5
3:15 p.m.
East Lobby

Mandrell wins 500th!

Upcoming Athletic Events

March 20 FB Oblong (H)  2 pm
March 22 VB Westville (A)  6 pm
March 23 SOC Hoop. Area (H)      4:30 pm
March 23 VB Milford (A)  6 pm
March 25 SOC BHRA (H)        4:30 pm
March 25 VB Hoop. Area (H) 6 pm
March 26 FB GRF (A)  7 pm
March 29 SOC Schlarman (H)        4:30 pm
March 30 SOC GRF (A)        4:30 pm
March 30 VB Salt Fork (H)  6 pm 
April 1  SOC Unity (A)        4:30 pm
April 1  VB Chrisman (A)  6 pm
April 2  FB Westville (H)  7 pm
April 3  SOC Hoop. Area (A)         10 am
April 5  SOC Watseka (A)        4:30 pm
April 5  VB BHRA (A)  6 pm
April 6  SOC Fisher (H)        4:30 pm
April 6  VB Westville (H)  6 pm
April 8  VB GRF (A)  6 pm
April 9  FB Salt Fork (A)  7 pm
April 10 SOC ALAH (H)  2 pm

Be aware that these dates can change every day 
due to weather, eligibility, and the pandemic.

Boys basketball coach Jeff Man-
drell won his 500th varsity game 
on the same night that the Comets 
clinched the Vermilion Valley Con-
ference title on the last game of the 
year.

“It’s a little unusual to finish a 
season with a win,” said Mandrell,  

who humbly attributed the wins to 
longevity. Mandrell has been a head 
coach for 27 years.

This is Mandrell’s third year as 
coach of the Comets, racking up 48 
wins and two VVC titles.

Here is a complete record of 
Mandrell’s win totals:

 
1991-92 to 1993-94 Crescent-Iroquois    51-29 (.638)
1994-95  Trenton Wesclin    11-17 (.393)
1995-96 to 1997-98 Oakland    48-33 (.593)    
1998-99 to 2013-14 Mounds Meridian            342-131 (.723)
2018-19 to Present Oakwood    48-28  (.632)
OVERALL                500-238 (.678)
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Counseling Corner

Graduation is planned for May 22
OHS is moving forward with ten-

tative plans for an outdoor gradua-
tion on the football field on May 22 
with May 23 as a rain date.

The graduation will start at 1 
p.m. and the OJHS graduation will 
follow.

There are no definite plans at this 
time as the administration will ad-
just based upon the pandemic re-
quirements at the time.

As we get more information from 

the Vermilion County Health De-
partment we will adjust the plans.

The administration’s goal is to al-
low as many people as safely pos-
sible to be able to see the gradua-
tion of the class of 2021. By using 
the football field, we will be outside 
and we will have more room to 
spread out. We also hope to use the 
new cameras installed on the foot-
ball field to live stream the event.

Follow @OakHS76 on Twitter

April 9 - Course Requests for next year due
April 9 - College Express applications due
The deadline for the DACC Foundation scholar-

ships has been extended to March 29. Anyone who 
intends to enroll at DACC next year (including 
dual enrollment) are encouraged to apply at www.
dacc.edu.

Check out the Counselor Pages of the OHS web-
site for more Financial Aid information. Here is a 
list of scholarships due in March and April:

* Red Mask Players--Jean Lewis Scholarship
* Cameron Cunningham Foundation 
* DACC Scholarships
* Danville Chapter of the Amer. Business Club
* Education Personnel Federal Credit Union - 

Shick-Hebermehl Memorial Scholarship
* FarmHouse Fraternity Scholarship
* Fithian Women’s Club Scholarship
* Golden Apple Scholars of IL Program
Reminder to seniors: Completing the FAFSA 

(Free Application for Federal Student Aid) or sign-
ing the  Non-Participation form is required for 
graduation this year. If you plan to continue your 
education after high school,  the FAFSA can help 
you qualify for grants, student/parent loans and 
sometimes scholarships. 

Prom 2021 is still on the cal-
endar for May 8 at The Dragon-
fly, but the IDPH is cautioning 
against school dances at this 
time.

The administration has set a 
date of April 16 to make the fi-
nal decision on whether to hold 
the Prom or not this year.

Stay tuned!

Prom?

Spring conferences 
on March 24 and 25

OHS will hold parent-teacher conferences on March 
24 and 25, from 4 to 7 p.m. We hope you will take ad-
vantage of the opportunity and schedule appointments 
with one or all of your student’s teachers.

This year’s conferences will be held on Wednesday 
and Thursday. There is no school on March 26.

Hopefully, the conference will allow teachers and 
parents to discuss the progress of their student. At this 
time, you will be able to voice any concern you might 
have about your child’s welfare.

Parents will be able to schedule conferences starting 
on March 8. Go to the school website (oakwood76.org) 
and click on the Parent/Teacher Conference link on the 
banner.

If a teacher wishes to schedule a conference with 
you, you will be notified.

All conferences will be remote by phone. Teachers 
will call you at your scheduled time with the number 
that we have listed in TeacherEase. Now would be a 
good time to confirm all TeacherEase information is 
current. If you need to make changes, please call the 
office.

If you have questions, please call the office at 217-
354-2358. 
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Watch the Comets on the NFHS Network!

The SAT exam will be given to 
all juniors on Tuesday, April 13.  
This is the third year the state of 
Illinois has used the SAT as their 
state mandated assessment.  

Students will be assessed in read-
ing, writing, language, and math. 
The test is given at no cost to stu-
dents and they will be able to use 
their scores for college admission. 

Juniors to take SAT on April 13
The sophomores and freshmen 

will NOT be testing that week. 
The state has chosen to not require 
schools to complete the PSAT10 
and PSAT8/9.

Seniors will not be testing on 
April 13 and won’t be in attendance.

Those juniors who meet or ex-
ceed will be recognized next year 
and receive a series of rewards.

A student survey will be administered at your child’s 
school called the Illinois 5Essentials Survey. Students 
in grade 6 through 12 will participate in the survey. The 
survey will be open to Oakwood students, staff, and 
parents from March 22-25.

This survey is based on 20 years of research at the 
University of Chicago. It asks students about their ex-
periences in school, giving school leaders critical stu-
dent input to help develop school improvement plans. 

Parents across Illinois will have an opportunity to 
participate in the 5th annual statewide Illinois 5Essen-
tials Survey. This survey is designed to generate a de-
tailed picture of the inner workings of your school. 

Please visit https://survey.5-essentials.org/illinois/
survey/parent/ to begin. Parent surveys need to be com-
pleted by April 2, 2021.

5Essentials Survey 
open soon to parents

Mental Health Week
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Spring Break -- March 26 to April 4

Oakwood Comets Hustle!

Oakwood Comets Hustle ... OHS’ newest 
spirit gear shop has been created by students 
for students and the community.  

Spearheaded by Business Concepts Tech 
class teacher Amy Brant, this on-line business 
has been put together from scratch by her stu-
dents. 

The store has it all from pop-sockets and ap-
parel to full blankets and flags all designed by 
students with different Comet logos. 

Orders can be placed through the web store 
address or with any business student.  

To place orders online through the web 
store, you can visit https://www.promoplace.
com/248278/stores/ohsbusiness.

D 

The brand new Oakwood Comets spirit gear 
shop has everything you will need to support 

the Comets! 

COMETS 

Visit 
https://www.promoplace.com/248278/ 

stores/ohsbusiness 
to shop all Comet gear! 

All items sold are designed by individual students of the schools' business class.
The web store has been created and is maintained by the students.  

All profits will benefit the school's business department as well as other school needs.

This marketing ad was designed by Lane Bensyl.


