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3/12/2021 
 
Dear RCS Families, 
 
It’s been a great week of unseasonably warm weather. I hope each of you has been able to 
take advantage of it in your own way. The students enjoyed some time on the playground, 
and everyone was extra excited for their Daily Mile. I also noticed one of the first signs of 
spring as the Snowdrops have begun to appear. I know winter isn’t over but it’s nice to see 
the first signs of spring.   
 

What is standards-based grading? Standards-based grading communicates how students 

are performing on a set of clearly defined learning targets called standards. The purpose of 
standards-based grading is to identify what a student knows, or is able to do, in relation to 
pre-establish learning targets, as opposed to simply averaging grades/scores over the course 
of a grading period. 
 

How does standards-based grading differ from traditional grading? Unlike with 
traditional grading systems, a standards-based grading system measures a student’s mastery 
of grade-level standards by prioritizing the most recent, consistent level of performance. In 
a traditional grading system, a student’s performance for an entire quarter is averaged 
together.  
 

Grades are based on a 4-point scale: 
 

 A score of (4) indicates that a student exceeds a standard by consistently 
demonstrating an advanced level of understanding and/or the ability to apply their 

knowledge at a higher level.  

 A score of (3) indicates that a student has independently achieved the standard. The 
student demonstrates mastery of the standard.  

 A score of (2) indicates that a student is developing an understanding of a standard, 
but still may be in need of additional instruction and/or support.  

 A score of (1) indicates minimal understanding of a standard. The student shows 
limited evidence of understanding the standard. 

 

How should a student/parent view student grades now that the system of A-F has been 

replaced by a 4-point scale? What is considered to be an A in the new grading system? 
You cannot really compare a traditional grading system to standards-based grading. It is 
like comparing “apples to oranges”. Standards-based grading identifies a standard and 
indicates whether or not a student is meeting the standard at a given point in the school 

year. A score of (3) is defined as meeting grade level standards and indicates that a student 
has demonstrated mastery of the skills that were expected to be learned by that point in the 
grading period. 
 
Hopefully this helps with the interpretation of the report cards sent home last week.  
 
Mr. Micah Oldham 
RCS Principal 
716-736-2631 
moldham@ripleycsd.org  
 

“Here comes the sun, and I say. It’s all right. ~ The Beatles 

 
Upcoming 

Events 

 

Sunday 3/14/21 
Daylight Savings 
Time 
Spring Forward 

 

Friday 3/19/21 
No School 

Teacher In-Service 
Day 
 

March 29 to April 9 
Spring Recess 
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