
Recent news coverage has brought the 
issue of children who are homeless to 
the forefront of child advocates in West 
Virginia. Due to children’s enrollment in 
school and federal regulations, the most 
inclusive count of homelessness among 
youth is provided by the West Virginia 
Department of Education. 

Children and youth in homeless situations 
are at high risk for experiencing many 
potential negative experiences including 
academic failure, school drop-out and 
even violence and victimization. In some 
situations, school may be the safest place 
for youth.

Schools, communities and government 
organizations make a difference in reducing 
this risk by providing resources, referrals, 
support and opportunities. 

There were as many as 10,417 youth 
experiencing homelessness during the 
2019-2020 school year and 10,522 during 
the 2018-2019 school year according to the 
Department of Education’s definition of 
homeless. This is an increase of about 14% 
since the 2014-2015 school year (8,959).

The West Virginia Department of Education 
abides by the federal McKinney-Vento 
Homeless Assistance Act which requires 
the immediate enrollment of children and 
youth experiencing homelessness, even in 
the absence of records normally required 
for enrollment, into the program which 
provides much needed resources for the 
youth.

West Virginia KIDS COUNT provides the most trusted data about the well-being of children and builds partnerships to advocate for what kids need.

Youth Homelessness
Rising Numbers
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Under the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act of 
2001(Title X, Part C of the No Child Left Behind Act – 
Sec 725) defines “homeless children and youth” as the 
following. 

A. Means individuals who lack a fixed, regular, and 
adequate nighttime residence…; and

B. Includes —
i. children and youths who are sharing the 
housing of other persons due to loss of housing, 
economic hardship, or similar reason; are living in 
motels, hotels, trailer parks, or camping grounds 
due to the lack of alternative accommodations; 
are living in emergency or transitional shelters; 
are abandoned in hospitals; or are awaiting foster 
care placement;

ii. children and youths who have a primary 
nighttime residence that is a public or private 
place not designed for or ordinarily used as a 
regular sleeping accommodation for human 
beings…

iii. children and youths who are living in cars, 
parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings, 
substandard housing, bus or train stations, or 
similar settings; and
iv. migratory children who qualify as homeless for 
the purposes of this subtitle because the children 
are living in circumstances described in clauses 
(i) through (iii).

This includes children in:  shelters (transition/emergency); 
doubled up (sharing the housing of others due to 
economics); unsheltered (cars, parks, campgrounds, 
abandoned bldgs.); in hotels/motels at either daily or 
weekly rates; and Unaccompanied youth (runaways, couch 
surfers, abandoned with family or non-family members)
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Definition

The Most Inclusive Definition

2015            2016         2017       2018     2019  2020

8959            9320         9025       9625     10522  10417

WV Youth Experiencing Homelessness 
by School Year
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Help from Education
State & County Education Resources

Each county board of education’s attendance director/
homeless liaison can access the Title I set aside funds 
by declaring students are McKinney Vento eligible and 
working with the Title I Director. Each county is required 
from its Title I allocation to have a “homeless” set aside. 
These set-aside funds can be just enough for items such 
as clothing or can also pay an individual to assist the 
attendance director as a full-time homeless liaison to 
identify and provide services to McKinney-Vento eligible 
students. 

Title I set-aside funds can cover the following items:
1. Free and reduced lunch
2. Tutoring
3. Clothing for 5 days
4. School supplies including backpacks
5. Personal hygiene products
6. Glasses if cannot obatain through another agency
7. Fees for field trips
8. Extracurricular activities
9. School of Origin Transportation (bus, mileage, taxi)
10. ACT and SAT fees
11. Cap and Gown
12. FAFSA (federal application for student aid)
13. Anything that helps a child be academically successful

Children cannot be segregated from activities or put in 
special programs because they are homeless. These funds 
CANNOT be used to buy groceries, pay rent or utilities and 
cannot be used to purchase computers or IPads except at 
tutoring locations.

There are also competitive grants that counties can apply 
to receive ranging from $20,000 to $50,000 to supply 
computers, tutoring and books either at schools or after 
school at shelters for enrolled youth.

“By protecting confidential information, communicating 
with care and sensitivity, and building collaborations with 
community service providers and advocates, schools can 
play a pivotal role in protecting the safety of children and 
youth experiencing homelessness (NCHE, 2007).”

Educational Resources

Best Practices for Education

A brief by the National Center for Homeless Education 
offers the following as best practices for education 
systems to help youth.

l Put good procedures in place regarding the 
McKinney-Vento Act’s requirements and local policies 
used to implement them.
l Conduct ongoing awareness activities in the district, 
including training and to all school staff, including 
administrators, counselors, social workers, teachers, 
secretaries, registrars, nurses, bus drivers, security staff, 
attendance officers and federal programs staff.
l Build collaborations with community service 
providers and advocates.
l Build trust and talk with parents and youth with care 
and sensitivity about their family situation. 
l Protect confidential information.

Many schools used the on-time school assistance 
personnel funds provided by the West Virginia legislature 
to hire social workers to support and assist youth 
experiencing homelessness. 

A total of $505,631 in grants were awarded by the West 
Virginia Department of Education to 14 counties in 2020 
to support a variety of needs and services for youth that 
are homeless.

Local Homeless Education Liaisons
“Under the McKinney-Vento Act, every school district 
must appoint a local homeless education liaison to serve 
as the key homeless education contact in the district. 
The local liaison oversees the implementation of the 
Act within the district, ensuring that eligible children 
are identified and afforded the rights and services 
to which they are entitled. The McKinney-Vento Act 
includes specific local liaison responsibilities regarding 
unaccompanied youth. Because many of these youth 
have little or no support from a responsible, caring 
adult, the local liaison’s interest and involvement in an 
unaccompanied youth’s education is especially valuable 
and can be life-changing. For more information, see NCHE’s 
Local Homeless Education Liaisons: Important Information for New 

Liaisons brief at https://nche.ed.gov/pr/briefs.php”



4

For more information, 
contact WV KIDS COUNT:
Tricia C. Kingery, M.A., M.B.A. 
Executive Director
304-345-2101
Tricia@WVKidsCount.org 
www.wvkidscount.org

Bobbie Spry
Community Engagement Specialist
304-345-2101
Bobbie@WVKidsCount.org

Contact Us

Improving Engagement

Ideas on how to target outreach efforts to engage unaccompanied youth in support 
include: posting outreach materials where youth congregate (including parks, 
campgrounds, youth clubs, organizations, libraries and 24-hour stores); develop outreach 
materials that are targeted specifically to the youth you are seeking to engage and use 
youth-friendly means of communication, such as websites, email, testing and social 
media; include the contact information for the local education liaison and any other 
caring community resource in all outreach materials; enlist other students to help spread 
the word; develop a plan to make the school a welcoming place and provide supportive, 
confidential places to have sensitive conversations; provide needed items as you are able; 
and advocate for supports needed for thei educational success.

Schools and community could provide the following practices to improve school 
engagement.

l Access to school shower and laundry facilities.

l A secure place to store personal belongings.

l Referrals for local social service and housing programs when services are needed 
       and eligibility criteria are met.

l Ensure students are enrolled in free school meals and connect students to 
       community feeding programs.

l Connect students to mentoring, youth clubs, faith community groups and other
       youth-serving organizations.

l Consider alternative education programs that allow flexibility school hours, 
       such as computer-based learning or online education, or have paid work components
       for unaccompanied youth how may need to work to support themselves.

l Flexibility with school assignments, including deadlines and needed supplies.

l Implement policies to assist with accumulating credits toward graduation.

(Adapted from the MCKINNEY-VENTO LAW INTO PRACTICE BRIEF SERIES: Supporting the Education of 

Unaccompanied Students Experiencing Homelessness document published August 2017.)

Examples

One innovative outreach idea is a new resource Center that hopes to become a one-stop 
hub for youth in the Huntington region. The Center, soon to be open in Huntington, will 
assist at-risk youth, many who are homeless or unstably housed, in Cabell and Wayne 
County and who have experienced trauma. The new Center is a collaboration between 
Harmony House, Prestera Center, the United Way of the River Cities and Marshall’s 
Center of Excellence for Recovery and the Marshall Psychology Department.  The project 
provides street outreach services, life skills, job skills training, care coordination, and 
behavioral health services, as well as other needed ancillary services.  The Center has 
received funding from multiple sources, including local, state and federal grants. 

The US Department of Health and Human Services Administration for Children and 
Families, Family and Youth Services Bureau provides competitive grants to address 
homelessness in youth. West Virginia has secured several of these grants including the 
following. The Basic Center Program grantee is Youth Services System in Wheeling (www.
youthservicessystem.org). Transitional Living Program grantees are Children’s Home 
Society of West Virginia in Charleston (www.childhswv.org) and Youth Services System 
in Wheeling, The Street Outreach Program grantee is Cabell-Huntington Coalition for the 
Homeless in Huntington (www.harmonyhousewv.com).

The Mid-Town Family Resource Center has focused primarily on homeless youth 
served by the agency’s basic center program, Instructors at the Mid-Town FRC present 
information about reproductive health and organize strengths-based activities and 
evidence-based curricula. Staff also use group meetings to introduce youth to local 
service providers, including agencies that provide pathways to job support, family 
planning and safe housing. Discovering local resources is especially important for 
youth experiencing homelessness, knowing they can meet their needs without offering 
something in return gives youth a sense of control and the power to say “no” to abusive 
situations. Many of the youth who have received support stay engaged in the community 
by volunteering to serve as resources for others.

Genesis Youth Center, Inc. was established in 1980 to address a specific and pressing 
community need to provide shelter for homeless youth. Created through a cooperative 
effort between the City of Clarksburg an the WV Department of Health and Human 
Resources, Genesis has become the first step to a new beginning for thousands of at-risk 
youth.

This brief was made possible with 
funding provided by the Claude 
Worthington Benedum Foundation and 
the Annie E. Casey Foundation. The views 
expressed in this brief reflect those of 
the authors solely and not necessarily by 
the Foundations. 

Community Resources
Help from Communities
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