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MASON COUNTY CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL

Mission Statement

The mission of Mason County Central High School in partnership with
students, families, and the community is to prepare each student to be a
lifelong, self-directed learner by providing innovative, quality instruction.

In compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Education
Amendments of 1972, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Age
Discrimination Act of 1975, and the Americans with Disability Act of 1990, it is the policy
of the Mason County Central School District that no person shall, on the basis of race,
color, national origin, sex, age or disability, be excluded from participation in, be denied
the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination during any program or activity or in
employment.
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TEACHING STAFF, DEPARTMENT AND ROOM ASSIGNMENTS

Mrs. Amanda Allen Computer Science C-11 (Computer Lab)
Mr.   Scott Briggs Math C-10
Ms.  Rachel Brock Art B-9
Mrs.  Roxanne Chye Life Management, Health B-7
Mrs. Sarah Nekola Chemistry C-6
Mrs. Laura Gauthier Special Education C-4
Mr.  Tim Genson Social Studies Office
Mrs. Becky Gerhart English B-2
Mr. Matt Millspaugh Science B-5
Mr. Patrick Nelson Special Education B-8
Mr.  Tom Richert English B-3
Mr. John Russell Math C-8
Mr.  Ed Sanders Sports Fitness, Health Gym
Ms. Katarina Moore English B-1
Mr.  Jack Stibitz Social Studies C-9
Mr.  Caleb Schultz Band/Choir Band Room
Mrs. Ana Quinteros Spanish D-3
Mr.  Mike Weinert Science C-5
Mrs. Christina Justice Spartan Academy D-4

Mr.   Jeff Tuka Principal
Mrs. Joan Vidak Guidance Counselor
Mr.   James Hobbs Student Success Specialist
Ms.  Kristen Alway Student Success Specialist
Mr.   Tim Genson Athletic Director
Mr.   Tyler Koops Athletic Trainer
Mrs. Erin O’Harra Secretary
Mrs. Kayla Northrup Office Assistant
Mrs. Sharon Spencer Educational Assistant
Mr.   Jim Bowen Educational Assistant
Mr.   Jeremy Willett Educational Assistant
Mrs. Dianira Gayton Migrant Educational Assistant
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GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

The following elements are required for graduation from Mason County Central High
School:

1.  Attendance through the second term of senior year (grades 9-12)

2.  Credits required for graduation: 25

3.  Satisfactory completion of the following categories of classes:

● Four credits of English to include English 1, English 2, English 3, and a credit
of any English elective.

● Four credits of Mathematics to include, Algebra 1, Geometry, Algebra II and a
credit taken during senior year.

● Three credits of Science to include, Earth’s Systems, Space & Environment,
Biology and Chemistry or Physical Science.

● Three credits of Social Studies to include World History & Geography, U.S.
History, Government, and Intro to Economics

● Three credits or more in one, or a combination of the following:
1. Fine or Performing Arts (Advanced Drama, Band, Jazz Band, Choir, Intro to

Theater)
2. Vocational Education or Applied Arts (Family & Consumer Science, Art,

Yearbook, CTE)
● Two credits of Foreign Language (taken consecutively of the same language)
● One-half credit of Health
● One credit of Physical Education
● One-half credit of "hands-on" Computer Education, including an online

component
● One-half credit of Parenting Skills which can include Child Development, or

Psychology A & B.

4.  All students are required to take a minimum of five (5) full blocks of classes each
term.

5.  All students must take the M-Step including SAT & Work Keys or its equivalent as
approved by the Board of Education.

● Due to the COVID pandemic testing requirements have been modified.
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ACADEMIC HONORS AND AWARDS

Graduating Honor Students

Each year, honor graduates are determined by the cumulative grade point average after eleven
(11) terms, including dual enrollment classes. The first group of graduating honor students is
Summa Cum Laude; this group has maintained a 3.60 to 4.00 grade point average. The second
group of honor students is Magna Cum Laude; they maintained a 3.40 to 3.59 cumulative grade
point average. The last group of graduating honor students is Cum Laude; they must have
maintained a 3.00 to 3.39 cumulative grade point average. All credits must be attained through
either public or parochial schools.

H.G. Bacon Academic Excellence Award

The H. G. Bacon Academic Excellence award was established in 1978-79 in the memory of Dr.
Herbert G. Bacon and is one of the most prestigious awards given to Mason County Central
High School students. To be eligible to receive this award, a student must maintain a 3.33
average during each term of their high school career plus the following credits: 9th grade- 5
academic credits; 10th grade- 5 academic credits; 11th grade- 5 academic credits; 12th grade- 4
academic credits. Dual enrollment classes will be considered in calculating the grade point
average for H.G. Bacon Awards. Transfer students must be here a minimum of two (2) terms to
be eligible for this award. The first year a student is eligible for this award, he/she receives a
bronze medal. The second year of eligibility awards him/her a silver medal; the third year, a
gold medal, and the fourth year, a plaque. For graduating seniors, the selection will be
determined after the second term. The awards program will be held the following fall for all
students, grades 10-12. The senior four-year recipients will receive a plaque at a banquet in the
spring.

National Honor Society

The National Honor Society is a national organization whose purpose is to recognize and
encourage academic achievement, as well as to promote the ideals of service, leadership and
character in its members. Membership is based on four criteria: scholarship, leadership,
service and character. Early in November, the faculty advisor compiles a list of all academically
eligible students, those in 10th through 12th grades with a 3.25 or better cumulative grade point
average. The principal is asked to convene the faculty selection committee, comprised of five
teachers, the principal and the National Honor Society advisor. The committee reviews all
names on the list to consider their service to the school and community, demonstrated
leadership abilities and overall character. The following day, students selected for membership
are notified by letters delivered by the National Honor Society officers. Through NHS service
activities, members maintain and extend the qualities that won them selection. Thus,
membership is both an honor and a commitment.
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DUAL ENROLLMENT
Students are eligible to participate in a dual enrollment program with West Shore Community
College if they meet the following criteria:

1.   West Shore Community College requires that a student have a minimum score of 450
on the Critical Reading and 380 on the Math portions of the SAT.

2.   Or, students who have not taken the SAT, must pass the ACCUPLACER, which is
administered at the college.  Students may not take the ACCUPLACER more than two
times each term.

3.   Or, students must have a high school GPA of 2.80
4.   Students must have taken the highest level of core courses in English, math, science,

and social studies at the high school prior to enrolling in similar core classes at the
college level.

5.   Students must take a total of five (5) classes per term with at least two (2) classes
at Mason County Central High School.

6.   Students interested in Dual Enrollment should meet with the Guidance Counselor.
7.   Students that fail a Dual Enrollment Class will be expected to reimburse the school for

all tuition and fees associated with that class and may not be allowed to dual enroll for
future terms.

Participating students will receive both high school and college credits for classes completed at
West Shore. Although tuition for these classes is paid by Mason County Central, students are
responsible for textbooks and fees, as well as their own transportation.
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CTE (Career & Technical Education)
CTE brings into focus the integral relationship between education and

employment.CTE is a reflection of our continuing commitment to educational
excellence.  Please note the enclosed listing of programs that are available to
junior and senior level high school students.  All classes are two and one-half

hour blocks and full year programs. Bus transportation is provided by the local
schools to the WSCC Tech Center.  All CTE offerings and additional information

can be viewed at www.wsesd.org/CTE

AgriScience -
The AgriScience course is designed to introduce students to concepts of agriculture and natural

resource management through the production of their food from the ground up. The class enables
students to actively engage with industry professionals as they learn to handle livestock, manage plant
systems from crop production, and gain experience with forestry and fisheries. There will be a strong
emphasis on plant systems and career readiness. Through the course students will develop leadership
skills and earn scholarships by participating in FFA, a national organization for students in agricultural
education. 
Pathway: Natural Resources & AgriScience

Allied Health Technology - Articulation with WSCC, FSU, Davenport University and Baker
College - Muskegon

Health care is a high demand field and provides a rewarding career. The Allied Health course
helps prepare students for a career in this field by covering medical terminology, anatomy, patient care
skills and by providing students with in-the-field clinical rotations. Students with a passion for helping
others, patience, and a strong background in STEM should consider this course.
Pathways: Health Sciences

Automotive Technology - Articulation with FSU, Davenport University, Baker
College–Muskegon and Kirkland Community College

The Automotive Technology course combines classroom training with auto shop application. The
instruction portion of this course is designed to prepare students to successfully pass the NATEF
certification test, which is a nationally recognized accreditation for automotive technicians. The auto shop
component of the course provides students with the opportunity to work with industry equipment on test
automobiles. Pathway: Engineering, Manufacturing and Industrial Technology 

Construction Technology - Articulation with Davenport University
This course simulates a real-world construction site. The program is housed in a state-of-the-art

facility and provides students with all the tools and machinery needed to build a complex structure. The
course combines hands-on activities with classroom instruction and students work from design to
completion on a variety of different projects.
Pathway: Engineering, Manufacturing and Industrial Technology

Criminal Justice - Articulation with WSCC, FSU, Davenport University, Baker
College-Muskegon, and Kirtland Community College

In this course, students will be introduced to the laws, practices and techniques necessary to
work in the criminal justice field. Students are introduced to forensic science including crime scene
investigation techniques and the collection of evidence. They will learn proper police procedures
including handcuffing, citations, and participating in mock trials. Students will also be trained in Cardio
Pulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) and First Aid certifications. Pathway: Human Services
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Culinary Arts/Hospitality Management - Articulation with WSCC, FSU, Davenport
University, Baker College-Muskegon, Grand Rapids Community College, Henry Ford Community
College

In this course, students gain valuable skills and experience as they learn the art of food
preparation and service. This program combines classroom instruction with hands-on application.
Students bake and cook in a fully equipped commercial kitchen and are taught important management
skills such as safety and sanitation, food cost control, menu planning, and teamwork. Students also have
the opportunity to earn a variety of industry recognized certifications. Pathway:  Human Services

Digital Media – Articulation with WSCC, FSU, Davenport University, Baker College-Muskegon,
and Kirtland Community College

Digital Media is a project-based course, students will learn how to create highly compelling
content and then learn how to deliver it across various mediums and devices. Students will work with
innovative computer technology to insert and manipulate sound, video and digital imaging on websites
and programs. Students will also learn the art of videography and photography. Pathway: Arts &
Communications 

Educator Academy – Articulation with WSCC, FSU, and Davenport University
This program is designed to provide students with opportunities to gain the critical knowledge and

skills needed to become a teacher. Students are paired with mentor teachers, within their home districts,
to help guide and support them in classroom preparation including lesson planning, classroom
management and student engagement. Students experience all aspects of school-related activities from
school board and parent/teacher meetings to professional development training. Pathway: Human
Services

Employability Skills - By Permission Only
This class aims at teaching dependability, responsibility, confidence, motivation, positivity, decision
making, problem solving, and honesty. All of these skills are needed regardless of industry or specific job
skills. During this class students will visit different places of employment and be able to talk with
management. Students are taught how to recognize their weaknesses and their potential as well as their
interests that may follow them throughout life. This class is offered to 10th grade only. .

Graphic Communications – Articulation with FSU and Davenport University
In this program, students will design custom creations for a variety of items including t-shirts,

mugs and signs. Students will work with special machinery to do screen-printing, dye sublimation, and
laser etching. Students will also learn the basics of design and color theory and advertising design while
working as a team to produce computer generated artwork for real-world customers.
Pathway:  Arts & Communications

Health Occupations –
Health care is a high demand field and provides a rewarding career. The Health Occupations

course is designed to introduce students to the health care industry and related careers. The curriculum
for this course is infused with a focus on health career exploration, health care professional behavior,
introduction to human anatomy, basic patient care skills, medical terminology and industry-related
certification standards. Students will be encouraged to take advantage of job shadows in areas related to
career interest.  

IT:  Networking – Articulation with WSCC, and Davenport University
In this program, students will learn how to troubleshoot technology issues in real-world scenarios.

They will explore emerging technologies such as virtual reality, tablets, smartphones, and improving cyber
security. Students will gain experience by working in an on-site IT technician shop that provides IT
support and services to staff. They will also have the opportunity to obtain both the CompTia A+ and
Network+, which are highly marketable certifications. Pathway: Business Management, Marketing &
Technology
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Mechatronics – Articulation with WSCC, Davenport University, and Kirtland Community
College

Mechatronics is a course that encourages creative thinking and problem solving through the use
of technology and Machinery. During this course, students will work with robotics, design and race an
electric car, and work with state-of-the-art machines used in the manufacturing industry.
Pathway:  Engineering, Manufacturing, and Industrial Technology

Welding Technology - Articulation with WSCC, FSU, Davenport University, Baker College –
Muskegon, Kirkland Community College, and Alpena Community College.

This course combines imagination with hands-on learning to provide students with the opportunity
to learn real-life welding skills. In this course, students will gain knowledge in a variety of industry known
welding techniques including torch cutting, plasma cutting, grinding, shielding metal, arc welding and gas
metal arc welding. Pathway: Engineering, Manufacturing & Industrial Technology

BUSINESS EDUCATION
Accounting: A / B
Grade level: 10, 11, 12 Can Fulfill Senior Math Requirement

Course Description: This course is designed to give students an understanding of the basic
principles of accounting, as well as payroll, financial statements, worksheets and adjusting and closing
entries. Students will learn how to keep financial records for Proprietors, Partners and Corporations.
This class will count as a math credit (senior year only).

Computer Technology 1:
Grade level:  9, 10 Required for Graduation

Course Description: Computer Technology 1 will allow students to become familiar with Microsoft
Office and its components. Students will start by learning the keyboard and the proper reaches, we will
then move on to using Word, Excel, and PowerPoint to complete daily assignments in class. At the
conclusion of the course all students will be able to correctly use each of the components separately and
will understand how the parts can be integrated together.

Money Matters:
Grade level:  11, 12. Can Fulfill Senior Math Requirement

Course Description: This course will promote financial responsibility among teens by building
their basic money management skills. Students will apply critical thinking skills to analyze financial
options based on current and projected economic factors. This course will concentrate on the day to day
money concerns students should be aware of as adults. We will examine the importance of budgets,
insurance, saving money for college, retirement, and emergencies. In addition, we will have various
guest speakers come in to discuss where resources are available to assist them in the community.

Computer Applications: A / C
Course Description: This course allows students the opportunity to work on the school’s yearbook.

Students begin the course by participating in an advertising sales campaign. They then work to develop
abilities in gathering information, writing copy and captions, understanding components of quality
photography, copy editing skills, and techniques of headlines. Students are introduced to and begin to
develop skills in the use of Adobe InDesign and Adobe Photoshop. Emphasis is placed on developing
skills in layout and design, graphics, and the use of Adobe InDesign. Students assume responsibility for
planning, coverage, and proofing of spreads. This course requires some time commitment outside the
regular school hours. This course requires completion of an application prior to admittance.
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ENGLISH
Students at MCC must earn a minimum of four (4) credits of English
A.  Required classes

1.   English 1, A / B, 1 credit
2.  English 2, A / B, 1 credit
3.  English 3, A / B, 1 credit

B.  Elective classes
Students should consider taking an English elective relevant to their future plans
or interests.

English 1: A / B
Grade level:  9; 10 with permission only Required for Graduation

Course description: Students will be introduced to a variety of literary forms, such as the short
story, the novel, drama, and poetry. They will study Shakespeare's Romeo and Juliet and Harper Lee's
To Kill a Mockingbird. The writing process provides the writing framework for the class. This approach
includes multiple steps to produce a piece of writing using some type of brainstorming, continuing through
drafting and revision, and finally editing for mechanical errors and usage flaws. Journals are used as part
of this process.  Vocabulary enrichment and expansion will also be included.

English 2: A / B
Grade level:  10, 11, 12.

Required for Graduation
Course description: Non Fiction, Literature and writing are the primary focus of this course.

Approaches to the literature include reading, discussing, writing and dramatization. Short stories, poetry,
a play and a novel are studied. Students write a variety of assignments geared toward the Michigan Merit
Exam. Journal writing and vocabulary study are a part of the class and the rules of grammar, mechanics,
and punctuation are reviewed as needed.

English 3: A / B
Grade level:  11, 12. Required for Graduation

Course description: English 3 combines non-fiction work, compositions and the study of literary
works. Students write responsively and analytically in relation to American Literature and work on
vocabulary. Journal writing is a part of the class. The Writing Process will be used as a guide to bring an
assignment through the steps from informal, brainstorming/collecting jottings to polished, idea-sound,
grammatically flawless writing.  This class will also help prepare for the eleventh grade SAT/M-STEP test.

Diverse Perspectives- Literary Analysis Through Music Media:
Grade level: 10, 11, 12

Course description: Literary Analysis through Music Media: Music is one of the most pervasive
storytelling tools used in everyday life; however, music media is often discredited as being
"non-academic." Using visual albums such as Dirty Computer by Janelle Monae, Guava Island featuring
Childish Gambino and Rhianna, Prince's Purple Rain, and other prominent musicians' work, we will learn
to "read" different aspects of music media, using traditional and non-traditional methods of approaching
the "texts." Students will be able to provide their own recommendations for music that is covered, so get
ready to dive into your personal playlist in order to create our reading list! No prerequisites required, just a
love of music and media.
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Communication Arts/Speech
Grade level: 9, 10, 11, 12

Course description: Students will develop skills in public speaking, gain a better understanding,
practice and confidence in public address. Students will also develop written communication skills, refine
skills and comfort levels in the area of public address. Comprehension of communication terms, develop
problem solving techniques, research techniques and gain an understanding of your own communication
development. Students will research and develop strategies for traditional speeches, learn the basics of
impromptu speaking, and grow to be a more confident presenter in a variety of settings.

Creative Writing:
Grade level: 9, 10, 11, 12
Prerequisite:  C+ or better in English I

Course description: In Creative Writing we will focus on a variety of genres including: Short
stories, poetry, memoirs, reflective responses and other works. Sharing your work is mandatory. The use
of music, art work, brainstorming and process writing will be a focus during this class.  Students will build
portfolios throughout the class. The ultimate goal of student work will be publication venues.

College English:  A / B
Grade level:  12

Course description: College English is a 12th grade college preparatory course. The emphasis is
on preparing students for an introductory level college writing and literature course. Students will be
expected to read challenging types and amounts of reading as well as a variety of writing assignments
such as personal essay, argumentative/persuasive essay, literary response essay and research paper.
Vocabulary enrichment is also stressed. Students will be required to participate in some coursework
using Google classroom, an online course management program. This class will also coach students
through the college application and scholarship search process.

Gothic Mystery, Madness & Mayhem:
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12

Course description: Dive into the mystery of classic monster stories such as Frankenstein,
Dracula, and more! You will learn about the authors that wrote these epic tales, their contemporaries, and
have a chance to compare the original texts to the media portrayals that we know and love today. We
may even have a chance to do some mystery writing of our own! This will be a fast-paced dive into the
fantastical world of Gothic fiction, so it is preferred that students have completed English 1A and 1B
before taking this course. Exceptions can be made with teacher approval.

FINE ARTS
Senior High Band: A / B / C
Grade level:  9, 10, 11, 12.
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Middle School Band or by permission of band
director. Students with scheduling conflicts for one or more trimesters should
communicate this to the band director in advance.

Course description: The first portion of the full-year class is primarily marching band which
performs for all MCC home football games, Marching Band Festivals, Harvest Festival Parade, holiday
concert, or any other requested local musical performances. The second part of the year is spent as a
concert band. Performances include two concerts, district and state level band festivals, graduation and
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Memorial Day services and parades. *It is highly recommended that students try to sign up for this
course for a full school year.

Jazz Ensemble: 0 hour
Grade level:  9, 10, 11, 12
Prerequisite:  Permission of instructor; possible audition. Open to all students who play
saxophone, trumpet, trombone, percussion, piano, guitar or bass. Other instruments by
permission.

Course description: Jazz Ensemble performs music in the specific genre of jazz and swing.
Students study on their instruments as part of a unique ensemble, which goes beyond the limits of
concert band. Students will be exposed to advanced music theory. Performances include Harvest
Festival, 2 school concerts, festivals and clinics.

Choir: A / B / C
Grade level:  9, 10, 11, 12
Prerequisite:  Open to any student interested in singing and bettering their vocal
capabilities.

Course description: The Vocal Ensemble starts every year out with basic vocal concepts and
works throughout the year to become a cohesive vocal unit. The ensemble performs at both holiday and
spring concerts, school assemblies, and local musical venues.

Introduction to Theater:
Grade level: 9, 10, 11, 12

Course description: This introductory theater class presents many facets of the theater to the
student, including: Terminology, script analysis, staging, monologue work, physical warm-up, and vocal
preparation. Other areas of study include: Theater makeup, stage lighting, improvisation, and stage
orientation.  Active participation is mandatory in the syllabus.

Advanced Drama:
Grade level: 9, 10, 11, 12.
Prerequisite:  Intro to Theater or audition

Course description: Advanced Drama is a course that builds on Introduction to Theater. Students
will also experience a variety of theater topics. Stage lighting, Sound, and Play Production aspects will be
explored. Acting is emphasized with monologues, duo work, and scene/analysis will also be studied.
Students are expected to have active participation throughout the class. Projects in theater design will
also be a part of this class study.  This class can be taken multiple times for credit.

Art History I:
Grade level:  9, 10, 11, 12

Course description: Art History I will introduce students to the “Elements of Art”. This studio course
explores various techniques and materials used to create works of art – some of which are:
pencil/charcoal, oil pastel, watercolor, collage, pottery, weaving, and paper mache. Although the majority
of the student’s time will be spent creating works, they will also be taught a brief overview of artists and
how art relates to history with various lessons building skills.

Art History II:
Grade level:  9, 10, 11, 12
Prerequisite:  C+ or better in Art History I

Course description: Art History II will introduce students to the “Elements of Design.” This studio
course will take an in-depth look at various art processes such as drawing, painting, sculpture, weaving,
printmaking, and collage. Although the majority of the student’s time will be spent creating works – they
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will also be learning about art criticism, aesthetics, and art history. Final project will further explore the
terminology and critique of artists/works.

Advanced Art History:
Grade level:  11, 12
Prerequisite:  Art I & Art II

Course description: Advanced Art History will draw upon the experiences of previous Art courses.
Together with the instructor, students will be responsible to create an agenda to suit the specific venue
into which they are considering entering the college/job market.  Students will meet with the instructor on
a one-to-one basis for weekly progress. Project proposals will be subject to approval. Once works of art
are created, students will fill out a form discussing their work using art terms to justify/critique works.Brief
overview of art and how it relates to history with various lessons building skills for the final project. Final
Project: Students will choose an artist/art style and research them. Students will create a work of art
representing that artist - mimicking their style. Students will present their projects in a slide presentation
for evaluation.

FOREIGN LANGUAGE
Two Credits of Foreign Language are required for graduation. Classes must be
taken consecutively and be of the same language. Spanish 1 and Spanish 2 will
fulfill this requirement.

Spanish 1: A / B Fulfills the Foreign Language Requirement
Grade level:  9, 10, 11, 12

Course description: An introduction to the Spanish language with emphasis on understanding,
speaking, and reading in the present tense. This class will use an interactive approach, where emphasis
is placed on the whole fabric of language and on ways to use it to express meaning. Vocabulary items,
grammatical structures, and cultural themes are integrated to emphasize the main objective: to
communicate meaning with others in Spanish.

Spanish 2: A / B Fulfills the Foreign Language Requirement
Grade level:  9, 10, 11, 12.
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Spanish I

Course description: The use of language in interaction with others is continued in Spanish II to
give students a deeper understanding of the language and to increase their accuracy and range in the
use of it. The developmental approach to the teaching of grammar used in Spanish I will expand into the
past tense verb forms described by the function or purpose they fulfill.

LIFE MANAGEMENT EDUCATION
Health is a graduation requirement. The parenting skills graduation requirement

is fulfilled by the Parenting/Child Development course.

Family and Consumer Sciences:
Grade level:  10, 11, 12

Course description: It’s not your mother’s home economics – it’s surviving in the 21st century. This
course builds a foundation of life management skills, through a hands-on approach and practical
experiences that teach life skills. The course addresses family systems and the family life cycle,
relationship skills, basic sewing and clothing care, foods and cooking methods.
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Parenting/Child Development:
Grade level: 11, 12 Fulfills the parenting skills graduation
requirement

Course description: This course examines factors and personal readiness to be a parent,
important issues related to raising healthy children, and building positive parent-child
relationships. Physical, emotional, intellectual and social growth are studied from birth through
age three. Decisions affecting pregnancy are considered with special emphasis on prenatal
care and development.  Students will experience simulations and hands-on activities.

Health Education:
Grade level:  9, 10, 11, 12 Required for Graduation

Course description: A holistic approach to health is taken in this course to include
studies in physical, mental, emotional, and social wellness. Specific areas of study include, but
are not limited to: goal setting, decision making, physical fitness, nutrition, stress management,
the reproductive systems, alcohol and other drugs, relationships and managing emotions.

First Aid / CPR:
Grade level:  9, 10, 11, 12

Course description: This course follows the standards of the American Red Cross for first aid
and CPR training. Students are given hands on experience in developing the skills necessary in
preventing and recognizing an emergency as well as acting on and caring for emergencies. Certification
can be attained through the American Red Cross upon the successful completion of the course and the
fulfillment of the ARC standards, including a certification fee.  

MATHEMATICS
The goal of the Mason County Central Math Curriculum is to provide an
opportunity for every student to learn significant mathematics with a deep
understanding of the concepts taught. A major premise is that all students can
learn mathematics and need to be held to high expectations. To achieve this goal,
the curriculum must be more than a collection of activities combined with sets of
memorized facts and rules. The curriculum must be challenging and focused on
important mathematics concepts that are challenging and well articulated
throughout the course sequence. Four credits are required for graduation. They
must include Algebra 1, Geometry, Algebra 2 or Technical Math, and one
additional credit, available by taking Accounting or CTE. A student is required to
take one of these math courses in their senior year.

Algebra 1: A / B
Grade level:  9, 10 Required for Graduation

Course description: The purpose of this course is to teach students how to read, write, and think
mathematically using the language of algebra. Algebra 1 is a beginning course in algebra. Topics
covered include but are not limited to operations on polynomial equations, linear systems, and factoring. 
Algebra 1 is normally taken either the freshman or sophomore year. Students in Algebra 1 will learn
algebra as a style of thinking for formalizing patterns, functions, and generalizations. In this course,
students will expand previously learned number relationships. The standards established for this class are
aligned with the Common Core Curriculum Standards.
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Geometry: A / B
Grade level:  9, 10, 11, 12
Prerequisite:   Algebra 1 A / B Required for Graduation

Course description: Geometry from the Greek words ge (earth) and metrein (to measure), is a
study of the properties of points, lines, angles, surfaces, and solids. The topics to be studied include basic
geometric figures, deductive reasoning, parallel lines and planes, congruent triangles, quadrilaterals,
inequalities of geometry, and polygons. The standards established for this class are aligned with the
Common Core Curriculum Standards.

Algebra 2: A / B
Grade level:  9, 10, 11, 12
Prerequisite:   Algebra 1 A / B Fulfills Algebra 2 Graduation Requirement

Course description: Algebra 2 expands the material studied in Algebra and Geometry,
emphasizing real-world applications and associated graphical analysis. The complex number system is
studied. Linear, quadratic, exponential, logarithmic, polynomial, rational, and trigonometric functions are
explored. Transformations and inverses of functions are introduced as well as statistical application. The
standards established for this class are aligned with the Common Core Curriculum Standards.

Technical Math A – possible articulated credits with WSCC;
Grade level:  10, 11, 12 Fulfills Algebra 2A Graduation Requirement

Course description: Applied mathematics that deals with applications of math in real world
situations. Fractions, decimals, percentage, ratios, and measurement will be mathematical subjects
covered. Use of a calculator and fundamental algebra as it applies to on the job type formulas will be
covered.

Technical Math B – possible articulated credits with WSCC
Grade level:  10, 11, 12 Fulfills Algebra 2B Graduation Requirement
Prerequisite:   Technical Math A

Course description: This course provides the practical mathematics skills needed in a wide
variety of trade and technical areas. Topics to be covered will be plane geometry, solid geometry, right
angle trigonometry, and advanced algebra. Applications include finding the solutions of various trade
related problems. 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Sports Fitness: A / B / C Required for Graduation
Grade level:  9, 10, 11, 12 (May be repeated with instructor's approval)

Course description: Physical fitness, conditioning, teamwork, development of individual skills, and
developing good health habits are stressed. We use team sports, as well as individual sports to meet
these goals. Many lifelong sports such as badminton, pickleball, archery, basketball, volleyball, and
softball are also taught.

Strength Training for Athletes:
Grade level:  10, 11, 12 with instructor’s approval.

Course description: This course is based on building a personalized program and requires each
student/athlete to be self-managed, trustworthy, and motivated to work towards goals every day. Students
will focus on their sport(s) of choice and use different principles and concepts discussed in class to
maximize their training through drills, practice, and the weight room. Classroom work and weekly plans
will be required. A signed parent waiver form is mandatory for class.
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SCIENCE
Three credits of science are required to complete the high school diploma.
Students must successfully complete Space & Environment, Earth Systems,
Biology and Chemistry.

Space and Environment:
Grade level:  9, 10, 11, 12 Required for Graduation

Course description: In the first part of this class students will focus on Stars, how
they’re formed, what we can learn from them and how they are studied. The Big Bang
Theory and various types of celestial bodies will also be discussed. Students will have the
opportunity to make observations of the sun, moon and constellations. In the second half
of the class we will discuss how humans impacted by and impact the environment and
climate change.

Earth’s Systems
Grade level:  9, 10, 11, 12

Required for Graduation
Course description:  This course includes a study of the processes that shape the earth,

including plate tectonics, volcanism, earthquakes, mountain building, weathering and erosion,
mass movements, and surface and groundwater. It also includes a study of the scope of
geologic time and the changes that have occurred throughout the history of the earth.  

Biology A:
Grade level:  10, 11, 12

Required for Graduation
Course description: This course will focus on the relationships between all living things from an

ecological and evolutionary perspective. Students will examine the levels of organization within different
organisms (eg. Cells, tissue, organs and organ systems) and be able to explain how they maintain
homeostasis within the organism. These traits and structures will be compared throughout all kingdoms
of life. A focus will be on the animal kingdom and dissections of simple animals will occur. The
examination will be 20% of the student’s overall grade.

Biology B:
Grade level:  10, 11, 12 Required for Graduation

Course description: This course will focus on biochemistry, cells, cell reproduction, genetics, and
plants. Students will examine how biochemistry relates to the organism as a whole, how genetics play a
role in an organism’s outcome, and how plants function and grow. Students will also look at the different
species of plants and how they function.  The examination will be 20% of the student’s overall grade.

Chemistry A:
Grade level:  10,11,12
Prerequisite:  Algebra 1 A & B Required for Graduation

Course description: An introduction to inorganic chemistry. Topics include the nature of matter,
atomic structure, periodic table and periodic law, quantum mechanics, ionic bonding and nomenclature.
Students will learn the use of laboratory equipment and procedures through laboratory investigations.
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Chemistry B:
Grade level:  11,12
Prerequisite:  Chemistry A Required for Graduation

Course description: A continuation of Chemistry A. Topics covered will be covalent bonding,
nomenclature and molecular shapes, stoichiometry, chemical reactions and gas laws. Students will
continue to gain expertise in the laboratory.

Chemistry C:
Grade level:  11,12
Prerequisite:  Chemistry A & B Required for Graduation

Course description: A continuation of Chemistry B. Any student who plans on college should take
this course to complete their high school introduction to college chemistry. Topics include energy and
chemical change, reaction rates, chemical equilibrium, acids and bases, redox reactions. Students will
engage in chemical laboratory investigation of their own design.

Anatomy:
Grade level: 11,12 (10 w/approval)
Prerequisite:  B+ or better in Biology A & B

Course description: This course is an overview of the systems of the human body. Emphasis will
be placed on the structure and function of the parts within each system. Students will learn aspects of the
nervous, lymphatic, cardiovascular, skeletal, muscular, skin, endocrine, respiratory and reproductive
systems. Students will enjoy a number of guest speakers involved in various medical fields and have the
opportunity to visit various places of interest with the class.

Environmental Issues:
Grade level: 9,10,11,12 (prefer a mix)
Prerequisite:  None

Course description: This course examines historical environmental problems and the methods
used to alleviate those problems. Those methods are then applied to current issues. Students will study
an environmental concern of their own and propose and plan for improvement which will include scientific,
educational and legislative proposals.

Scientific Research Projects:
Grade level: 9,10,11,12
Prerequisite:  None

Course description: Scientific Research and Design is a project-based learning course. In this
course, students will learn about the nature of science, methods of scientific inquiry, and the application of
scientific information in society. Students will complete independent and collaborative research projects
wherein they will design and execute experiments, and present their findings using a variety of media.

Physical Science:
Grade level:  10, 11, 12

Course description: This course will focus on the descriptive aspect of physical science with some
mathematical computations being necessary. Topics will include forces, motion and energy. Students will
be exposed to numerous hands-on activities and demonstrations. Furthermore, students will be required
to develop a science notebook that displays what they have learned throughout the course. The final
examination will be 20% of the student’s overall grade.
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Chemical Principles:
Grade level: 10,11,12 (generally non-college bound)
Prerequisite:  None

Course description: This is a survey course covering all of the major principles of chemistry
including the importance of chemistry, atoms, elements and molecules, physical and chemical properties,
chemical reactions and energetics, and organic chemistry. The treatment of all topics is of an introductory
nature.

Botany:
Grade level:  11, 12 (10 with approval)
Prerequisite:  None

Course description: This course is completely focused on the study of plants. Students will take
a survey of the 4 major types of plants: mosses, ferns, gymnosperms (conifers), and angiosperms
(flowering). The class will include laboratory work and using indoor growing towers. Students will also
take field trips to various types of farms, growing facilities, and parks.

Food Science:
Grade level:  9, 10, 11, 12
Prerequisite:  None

Course description: Food science is a blend of biology and basic chemistry. Learn how to apply
basic chemistry principles in terms of food. Get a little more in depth with the biology of food. It's the
science class where you can eat some of the experiments.

SOCIAL STUDIES
Required classes:
1) World History and Geography A / B - 1 credit
2) United States History and Geography A / B - 1 credit
3) Government - ½ credit
4)  Intro to Economics - ½ credit.

World History and Geography: A / B
Grade level:  9 Required for Graduation

Course description: World History and Geography will improve the students’ awareness of history
and geography outside the boundaries of the United States. They will encounter powerful and sometimes
conflicting ideas while learning about people and events in different places and times. They will
investigate our diverse and common traditions, and work to understand the complex interactions between
various environmental, human, and social forces that influence and continue to influence us. Many of
today’s political and social challenges are directly related to the past history and geography of the world
and the decisions and conflicts that took place. World History and Geography will bring the issues into
focus: the causes, consequences, human government systems, patterns of interaction among societies,
technological and economic changes on people and their cultures. Along with exploring the impact it has
on the United States and the world today.
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United States History and Geography: A / B
Grade Level:  10   Required for Graduation

Course description: The course covers the Post-Civil War Reconstruction (1877) through the Cold
War (1977). Emphasis will be placed on westward expansion, industrialization, immigration, American
imperialism, women’s rights movement, labor organization, the Progressive era, WW I, the 1920’s and
The Great Depression, The New Deal, WW II, Korea, The Cold War, The Civil Rights Movement and The
Vietnam War. It presents a survey of America and its regions as it evolves from a rural agrarian nation to
a major world power. By using the lecture notes, primary source documents, and audio-visual resources,
the students will be better able to understand and assess the people and events which helped to
transform American during the 20 th Century.

Psychology: A / B (Online)
Grade level:  11, 12 Fulfills Parenting Skills Graduation Requirement

Course description: Psychology is the science of behavior. As such, it involves the study of
behavioral building blocks: learning, motivation, perception, emotions, consciousness, individual
differences, and nervous system operation. The second half of the course combines the building blocks
into study of the whole person: growth and development, personality, adjustment, behavioral disorders,
and therapy.  The course stresses the application of psychological principles to the students' lives.

Introduction to Economics:
Grade level:  11, 12 Required for Graduation

Course description: This basic economics course is designed to prepare students for the
economics portion of the MEAP test. It will cover such topics as economic systems, scarcity, opportunity,
cost, markets and prices, money and banking, supply and demand, inflation and deflation, monetary and
fiscal policy, the income cycle, and foreign trade and exchange.

Government:
Grade level:  11, 12 Required for Graduation

Course description: The purpose of Government is to acquaint students with the historical,
structural, and functional basis of American national government. Considerable attention is given to the
individual's relationship to local government, including problem-solving methods and local finance. The
case study is widely used.

OTHER

Career Readiness:
Grade level: 11,12
Prerequisite:  None

Course description: This course has been designed generally for juniors and seniors who will be
taking the SAT. The emphasis of this class is placed on Test Taking Techniques, English Grammar,
Reading Comprehension, Writing Skills, Algebra, Problem Solving, Data Analysis, Manipulation of
Complex Equations, and Understanding of Various Math Concepts. Time is also spent in Xello
researching potential career pathways. This is a twelve week course where sixty five-minute classes are
taught every day.
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ONLINE COURSE OFFERINGS

ELECTIVES
Career Planning and Development Edgenuity
Strategies for Academic Success Edgenuity

ENGLISH
English 1A Edgenuity
English 1B Edgenuity
English 2A Edgenuity
English 2B Edgenuity
Credit Recovery English 2A Edgenuity
Credit Recovery English 2B Edgenuity
English 3A Edgenuity
English 3B Edgenuity
English 4A Edgenuity
English 4B Edgenuity
Literacy and Comprehension I Edgenuity
Literacy and Comprehension II Edgenuity
Lit / Novels Edgenuity
Introduction to Communication and Speech Edgenuity

FOREIGN LANGUAGE
Spanish IA Edgenuity
Spanish IB Edgenuity
Spanish IIA Edgenuity
Spanish IIB Edgenuity

HEALTH
Health Edgenuity

MATH
Pre-Algebra A Edgenuity
Pre-Algebra B Edgenuity
Algebra IA Edgenuity
Algebra IB Edgenuity
Algebra IIA Edgenuity
Algebra IIB Edgenuity
Geometry A Edgenuity
Geometry B Edgenuity
Pre-Calculus A Edgenuity
Pre-Calculus B Edgenuity
Financial Math A Edgenuity
Financial Math B Edgenuity
Personal Finance Edgenuity

PARENTING
Psychology B Edgenuity

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Lifetime Fitness Edgenuity
Personal Wellness A Edgenuity
Personal Wellness B Edgenuity
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SCIENCE
Biology A Edgenuity
Biology B Edgenuity
Chemistry A Edgenuity
Chemistry B Edgenuity
Earth Science Edgenuity
Environmental Science A Edgenuity
Environmental Science B Edgenuity
Physical Science A Edgenuity
Physical Science B Edgenuity
Physics A Edgenuity
Physics B Edgenuity

SOCIAL STUDIES
Economics Edgenuity
Geography A Edgenuity
Geography B Edgenuity
Government Edgenuity
Human Geography A Edgenuity
Human Geography B Edgenuity
Psychology A Edgenuity
Sociology Edgenuity
US History A Edgenuity
US History B Edgenuity
World History A Edgenuity
World History B Edgenuity

VISUAL / PERFORMING ARTS
Art History A Edgenuity
Art History B Edgenuity
Intro to Art Edgenuity
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TESTING PROGRAMS

The Michigan Merit Examination (MME)
Assesses students in 11th grade based on Michigan High School standards. It is
administered each spring and consists of three components:

- College Board SAT
- ACT Work Keys job skills assessments in reading, math & “locating information”
- Michigan Developed Science & Social Studies M-STEP

Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test
(PSAT 8/9) (PSAT 10) (PSAT/NMSQT)
The PSAT/NMSQT is a multiple choice test that measures developed verbal and mathematical
reasoning abilities important for academic performance in college. This test is given during the
second week in October of the junior year. The PSAT 8/9 & 10 are again given in April each
year.

American College Testing Program (ACT)
A comprehensive system of data collection designed to help students, with the assistance of
their high school counselor, develop post-secondary plans. The ACT also incorporates the
Michigan Competitive Scholarship which provides the bulk of financial assistance to students in
Michigan. This college entrance test is usually taken by students in April or June of their junior
year at West Shore Community College.

The Scholastic Aptitude Test and the Test of Standard Written English (SAT)
The SAT is a three-hour multiple choice test with one written portion that measures developed
verbal and mathematical reasoning abilities that are related to successful performance in
college. The TSWE evaluates students' ability to recognize standard written English expected
for most college courses. The SAT/TSWE is intended to supplement the secondary school
record.  This test is usually taken in spring of the junior year or the fall of the senior year.

ACCUPLACER:
The ACCUPLACER is a series of short placement tests developed by College Board. It
is used by West Shore Community College as a placement test for both dual enrollment
and college bound students.

Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB)
The ASVAB, sponsored by the Department of Defense, is a vocational battery resulting in
academic and vocational scores used by the Department of Defense. It is recommended that
juniors and seniors considering a career in the Armed Services, or are just unsure of their
career choice take this test, which is given at the high school in November or December.
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SPECIAL STUDENT SERVICES

Special Education Services: The Special Education Department works with disabled
students and regular education teachers. This is to ensure the best possible education of an
individual student. The emphasis is on individually working to improve the student's disability
along with obtaining a high school diploma.

Migrant Tutor Program: Students are tutored to give them the help they need to understand
and advance in their classes.

Math Tutoring Program: Educational Assistants are available during school hours to
students who would like extra help in Math.

Credit Recovery: Online programs are in place for students that are short credits for
graduation.  Students can work after school or in the summer to complete these classes.

ATHLETICS

Cross Country
Football

Boys' Golf
Girls' Basketball
Boys' Basketball

Wrestling
Competitive Cheerleading

Volleyball
Boys' Track
Girls' Track

Girls' Softball
Boys' Baseball
Girls' Soccer

Bowling
Hockey (Co-op w/Manistee)

CLUBS AND ORGANIZATIONS

Equestrian Team
Forensics

National Honor Society

Quiz Bowl
Robotics
S.A.D.D.

Sideline Cheerleading
Ski Club

Student Council
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