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Support HB21-1144 
 

 
 

FACT SHEET 
HB21-1144 

 
“Concerning the conduct of charitable gaming activity, and, in connection therewith, 
requiring additional disclosures from license applicants and modernizing the “Bingo & 
Raffles Law” to accommodate the use of improved electronic aids and devices in the 
conduct of games of chance” 

 
Sponsors: Representatives Karen McCormick, David Ortiz and Kevin Van Winkle and 
Senators James Smallwood and Rene Zenzinger 
 
What the Bill does?   
The first part of the bill (Sections 3, 4, and 5) requires applicants for manufacturers’, 
suppliers’ and agents licenses to disclose to the secretary of state (licensing authority) 
whether those applicants, or any of their owners, officers, directors, members or 
partners have had gaming licenses suspended or revoked in any other jurisdiction. 
 
The second part of the bill (Sections 6 & 7) authorizes the licensing authority to approve 
an updated electronic device that reveals the winning or nonwinning status of tickets in 
a pull tab game, clarifies that these devices are not defined as slot machines or other 
prohibited devices, and requires, just like under existing law, that these devices dispense 
a pull tab ticket that when opened, also reveals the winning or nonwinning status of the 
ticket. Section 1 amends existing definitions accordingly, and Section 2 removes a 
prohibition on the charging of license fees for the equipment by the licensing authority. 
 
Why is the legislation needed?   
Bingo was placed in the Constitution in 1958.  Since then, there have been no significant 
changes to the constitution. Bingo remains in the fifties.  For sixty years, there have 
been few changes to bingo to meet changed player habits, changes in technology, game 
development, or player demographics.   
 
Under current law, charities are allowed to use electronic devices for bingo and pull 
tabs.  The device allowed under this bill is fundamentally the same as the electronic pull 
tab device currently allowed.  This bill will provide for a more updated version with 
enhanced accountability and reporting, and it will eliminate burdensome and expensive  
inventory control for the charities. These changes are desperately needed.  (over) 
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In the early 90’s charitable bingo & raffle profits were $129 million. There were 49 bingo 
halls in the state.  Today, bingo & raffle profits are $22 million, and there are only 9 
bingo halls left in the state.  That is a loss of $107 million or an 82% reduction in 
revenue.  Bingo is critical to charitable fundraising. It is a volunteer-based activity that 
produces needed resources to charitable and non-profit organizations throughout our 
state. The money raised from bingo is devoted to scholarships, kids, seniors, veterans 
and multiple other charitable and community programs. Bingo proceeds often fill the 
gaps when government and private dollars are not available.  

In April of 2013, the Colorado Secretary of State office conducted a bingo study to 
determine the vitality of the industry.  The Secretary of State conducted another study in 
June of 2017, again to determine the vitality of the industry.  Both studies found that 
bingo is in a death spiral.  Bingo needs to reinvent itself to retain players. 
 
To further compound the problem, charities have been devasted by COVID-19. The 
impact of the pandemic has been profound. The time has come to change this 
trend for the benefit of the charities serving our communities.  Modernizing 
and taking advantage of modest changes such as electronic pull tabs will revitalize 
charitable gaming and help our charities to recover from the pandemic and continue to 
fund programs and services in and for their communities. 
 
Who supports HB21-1144? 
The supporters of this legislation include the Colorado Charitable Bingo Association, 
non-profits, charities, fraternal and veteran associations. Every dollar generated 
goes to funding nonprofit activities in Colorado.  The money stays in Colorado 
 
Who opposes HB21-1144? 
The Colorado Gambling association. They see the charities and nonprofits 
as competition and taking dollars away for their corporations and 
stockholders.  This is for profit gambling. The money is sent out of Colorado. 
 
How you can support the bill and the charities in Colorado: 
You can support your charities by voting yes for this legislation to permit the use of an 
updated electronic pull tab device in Colorado. Use of these updated devices will 
enhance accountability and transparency and will make activity reports directly 
available to the regulator (Secretary of State) More importantly, you will be helping 
charities start to recover from the worst year in charitable gaming history due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  Vote yes for this legislation. 
 

 
For More Information Contact: 

Rep. Karen McCormick, 303-866-2780, Rep.KarenMcCormick@gmail.com 
Corky Kyle, MPA, CAE, Exe. Vice President, Colorado Charitable Bingo Association, 

303-263-5422, Ckyle@TheKyleGroup.com 
Richard Lemon, President, Colorado Charitable Bingo Association, 303-961-2728, 

richard.lemon@comcast.net 
 


