
Superintendent’s Office 

March 17, 2021 

Dear students, staff, families and community, 

On Friday, March 12, Governor Inslee shared an Emergency Proclamation that discussed the current 
Children and Youth Mental Health Crisis. Mount Baker is further along with in-person learning than many 
school districts in the state given that we have in-person options for all grade levels. Additionally, we are 
proud of the supports we’re able to currently provide including: full- time counselors at each elementary 
school, plus the JH/HS counselor team; Mental Health counselors providing additional clinical counseling 
support for specific needs; our SEL curriculums at all schools, PATHS & Character Strong; Family Service 
Coordinators supporting families with their needs. 

The proclamation also set forth specific in-person instructional time requirements. As a district, we will 
review our current hybrid model to ensure compliance with the Governor’s requirements. Moving 
forward, we will continue to keep all students, families, and staff informed. 

Families and staff may have questions about these new guidelines. The updated guidance can be found 
here: The K-12 School Guidance. This guidance maintains the social distance requirement of six feet in 
schools. This means we are not able to bring all students back together full-time. Some early research 
indicates that three feet distancing is just as effective as six feet distancing in schools. It is my 
understanding that this is being reviewed and considered by the Center for Disease Control, but it has 
not yet been changed in their recommendations. If those guidelines change, we will reassess our current 
hybrid model for in-person learning. 

We are making a slight calendar change for this school year. May 7 is currently scheduled as an 
inclement weather day. This has been changed to a regular school day for the purpose of making the last 
day of school a Friday rather than a Monday. The last day of school will be Friday, June 18. The last day 
of school for seniors will be Friday, June 11. Next week Principal, Matt Durand will announce the 
graduation date to seniors and their families. The updated one-page calendar can be viewed on our 
website. 

This weekend is the official start of spring. We have come a long way, and we have a lot of things to look 
forward to in the future. Go Baker! 

Sincerely, 

Mary Sewright, Superintendent 
msewright@mtbaker.wednet.edu 
360-617-4600
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https://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/proclamations/21-05_Children%27s_Mental_Health_Crisis_%28tmp%29.pdf
https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/1600/coronavirus/FallGuidanceK-12.pdf



