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MINUTES OF SCHOOL COMMITTEE VIRTUAL MEETING - February 25, 2021 

 

Present at the meeting were Gina Bae, Megan Douglas, Erika Sevetson, Amanda Regino Basse, 

Patrick McCrann, Michael Messore, Paula Dillon, Douglas Fiore, Kristin Mathes, and student 

representative, Aryanna Mohammadi. Also present were all building principals, including Joe 

Hurley, Allison Scanlon, Andrew Anderson, Rebecca Silveira, Tracey McGee, James Callahan, 

Tracey Learned, Patricia Tolento and Mark Biancuzzo. 

 

At 6:33 pm, Ms. Bae called the meeting to order. 

 

Ms. Bae reviewed the procedure and the norms for tonight’s workshop. 

 

School Committee Workshop on School Goals: Mid-Year Report 

 

Dr. Dillon gave a brief explanation of tonight’s presentation. The principals will discuss their school 

goals as it relates to Student Achievement in Reading and Math. Each school will discuss the scale 

scores for this year’s presentation and how the schools are meeting their goals.  

 

Each principal presented their grade level scores for reading and math in a District-wide document. 

The principals reviewed the progress of their students and also strategies their teachers are engaged 

in to better help their students achieve their potential. 

 

Mr. Hurley, high school principal also discussed the gradual process the high school has been doing 

looking at levels in the classroom.  

 

Dr. Blanchard and Mr. Pickford, Department Chairs for English and Social Studies, respectively, 

supported Mr. Hurley’s presentation with more background information about universal design 

learning. Mr. Pickford addressed some of the concerns around not having honors programs and how 

that would affect the AP classes. They discussed how to ensure that all students perform at a high 

level and how to empower all students to excel. 

 

Mr. McCrann stated he would like to see more conversation regarding de-leveling of classes with the 

community. 

 

Ms. Scanlon stated that the assessment tests will be given this spring and will all be digital. 

 

Ritzy McCarthy - 69 Governor Bradford - commented on the de-leveling at the High School and the 

lack of communication to the parents. 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zsRXHmu6RFQCtYcWwWplJByf4wbVW6jx/view?usp=sharing


Anna Amoiradaki - 20 Burr Avenue - discussed her concerns regarding de-leveling and the lack of 

communication. 

 

Devyn Smith - 14 South Meadow Lane - commented on the need to see more data to support the 

decision on de-leveling. 

 

Emily Ford - 1 North Lake - commented on the need for more data and lack of communication. 

 

The final part of the presentation Dr. Dillon discussed the longitudinal data from 2018 - 2021. She 

also discussed how COVID has impacted learning.  

 

School Committee Business Meeting 

 

2021-2022 Budget Presentation and Vote 

 

Mr. Fiore presented the proposed operational budget for the 2021-2022 school year. Mr. Fiore 

reviewed some of the District’s priorities and goals. He discussed the reallocation of personnel to 

accommodate enrollment, the continued curriculum material review, the potential of reallocating 

some of the outside tuitions to in-house and focus on improving service delivery for all stakeholders 

of Technology and Human Resource functions. 

 

The assumptions have not changed since the last presentation. The State Funding Formula for FY22 

is anticipated to be 37.8% and special education costs have stabilized although they continue to be 

highly unpredictable. 

 

Mr. Fiore reviewed the proposed revenue, the capital requests and the proposed expenses. Mr. Fiore 

also explained that with the state aid increase, the District is asking for a $532,821 increase from 

local resources that would result in a 1.1%  increase to the tax levy. 

 

Mr. Fiore asked for a motion to approve the proposed FY22 operating budget. 

 

Ms. Bae asked for a motion to approve the proposed FY22 operating budget. Dr. Douglas 

moved and Mr. McCrann seconded the motion. The motion passed 5-0 with Ms. Bae, Dr. 

Douglas, Ms. Sevetson, Ms. Regino Basse and Mr. McCrann voting in the affirmative. 

 

Discuss and Ratify Town Ordinance on Budget Forecasting Committee 

 

The Town is ratifying the Town Ordinance for the Budget Forecasting Committee to include the 

Town moderator as an ex-officio member. 

 

Ms. Bae asked for a motion to ratify the Town Ordinance on the Budget Forecasting 

Committee. Dr. Douglas moved and Mr. McCrann seconded the motion. The motion passed 5-

0 with Ms. Bae, Dr. Douglas, Ms. Sevetson, Ms. Regino Basse and Mr. McCrann voting in the 

affirmative. 



 

Topics for discussion at Legislative Forum 

The committee and administration agreed to discuss the unfunded education mandates that are 

already passed and are being considered; the bill outlining options for Early Retirement; and 

concerns about potential plans for Municipal governments taking on responsibility for programs 

better managed by educators.  

 

Future Discussion Items 

 

Discussion with Superintendent to come up with a plan to discuss with parents regarding program of 

studies at the High School 

March 18th is a follow up meeting with Theresa Moore 

Budget Update 

School Calendar 

School Committee Goals and Superintendent Evaluation 

School Committee - Administration - Faculty - Family Communication 

Ms. Bae asked for a motion to move into the Executive Session under RI General Laws 42-46-

5(a)(2) to review an MOA with NEA-Barrington at 10:35 pm. Dr. Douglas moved and Mr. 

McCrann seconded the motion. The motion passed 5-0 with Ms. Bae, Dr. Douglas, Ms. 

Sevetson, Ms. Regino Basse and Mr. McCrann voting in the affirmative. 

Ms. Bae asked for a motion to adjourn from the Executive Session at 10:49 pm. Dr. Douglas 

moved and Mr. McCrann seconded the motion. The motion passed 5-0 with Ms. Bae, Dr. 

Douglas, Ms. Sevetson, Ms. Regino Basse and Mr. McCrann voting in the affirmative. 

 

Ms. Bae announced that no votes were taken in the Executive Session.  

 

Ms. Bae asked for a motion to seal the minutes. Dr. Douglas moved and Mr. Sevetson seconded 

the motion. The motion passed 5-0 with Ms. Bae, Dr. Douglas, Ms. Sevetson, Ms. Regino Basse 

and Mr. McCrann voting in the affirmative. 

 

Ms. Bae asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting at 10:51 pm. Dr. Douglas moved and Mr. 

Sevetson seconded the motion. The motion passed 5-0 with Ms. Bae, Dr. Douglas, Ms. 

Sevetson, Ms. Regino Basse and Mr. McCrann voting in the affirmative. 

 

 

 


