
Special Holiday Edition 

Thank you for encour-

aging your students 

and working with us to 

help them grow.  The 

overwhelming majority 

of students really work 

hard, follow procedures, 

and represent CMS in 

great ways.  I am so 

proud of our students 

and all the faculty of 

Central Middle School. 

Please continue to en-

courage your students 

to come to school and 

put forth effort every 

day.  If they will contin-

ue to do that, then they 

will be successful in 

school and life!  I hope 

you have a wonderful 

and restful holiday 

season.  I look forward 

to a great second se-

mester! 

 

Important Dates: 

USA Test Prep Interim 

Assessments – Decem-

ber 4 – December 15 

Band Concert – 6:30 

December 14 

Semester Tests – De-

cember 14 - 18 

Winter Break (No 

School) – December 21 

– January 7 

January 8 – Students 

return to school.  Be-

ginning of second se-

mester 

January 9 – Report 

cards sent home with 

students  
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It is hard to believe 

that first semester is 

almost over!  Your stu-

dent should have 

brought home their 

state testing results 

home recently.   

The State of Oklahoma 

changed the standards 

last year, and now they 

are more rigorous.  

Across the state, the 

percent of students 

making proficient 

dropped.  The state is 

calling it a reset year.  

We really can’t compare 

these test results to any 

results earlier because 

the standards are so 

much different.  Now 

that we know more 

about the new stand-

ards, we are continual-

ly working hard to 

make sure that we are 

preparing students to 

be successful.  For more 

information about the 

new standards and 

testing, please visit the 

following link - http://

sde.ok.gov/sde/

documents/2017-09-25/

assessment-guidance.    

http://sde.ok.gov/sde/documents/2017-09-25/assessment-guidance
http://sde.ok.gov/sde/documents/2017-09-25/assessment-guidance
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Mrs. Pool’s 

Geography 

class is finish-

ing up learn-

ing about the 

United States. 

Students researched states and created 

their own state souvenir plates. We suc-

cessfully collected a postcard from each 

state in the United States! Thank you to 

everyone who contacted their family and 

friends in order to help us make that 

possible! We when we come back from 

Christmas break, we will begin studying 

Canada.  
 

In Mr. Mietchen’s Science classes, we 

are talking about how all living and 

nonliving factors in a given area create 

a balanced ecosystem where the roles of 

each individual organism affect all the 

other organisms in that ecosystem. 
 

In Ms. Long’s Math classes, we are fin-

ishing up the semester doing essay tests 

and a STAR test to check the progress of 

each student. We will be moving to solv-

ing equations and inequalities in Janu-

ary. Some great news for Math: a Do-

nors Choose project was funded, so we 

will be getting some fun manipulatives 

for our measurement and probability 

units for second semester. If you know of 

someone looking to donate, please check 

out another project to get calculators 

and manipulatives we need in class:  

https://www.donorschoose.org/project/

calculators-manipulatives-math-

games/2958563/ 
 

In Mrs. Morlett’s Reading classes, we 

have finished up analyzing arguments 

and did our best on our second Interim 

Assessment. On December 15th, we will 

get a taste of theatre with the  

EnLIVEn! group brought by Mrs. Man-

dee Thomas. I 
 

n January, we look forward to working 

in both Reading and Ms. Floyd’s Lan-

guage Arts classes as we begin research. 

It is sure to be a fun, collaborative ad-

venture! 

tion among all three grade levels.  Each 

grade level will get a snowman built in 

the Cougar plaza for all the cans they 

bring. 

We elected to do a canned food drive 

after the holidays since many only think 

about it during the holiday season. 

The CMS Stu-

dent Council will 

be conducting a 

Canned Food 

Drive January 

17-31.  We will 

have a competi-

A piece of a snowman will be put on the 

wall in the Cougar Plaza for every 50 

cans brought in by each grade level. The 

winning class will receive a reward of a 

free movie in the afternoon to be deter-

mined by the administration.  

6th Grade Justice League 

Student Council Will Conduct a Canned Food Drive in January 

inquiry base activities. As the semesters 

comes to a finish, the students will be 

reviewing everything we have learned 

so far from scientific method and met-

rics to food chains and symbiosis. When 

we return from winter break we will be 

tackling cells and learning how organ-

isms are made of cells.  
 

As we end the semester, students have 

learned about how to calculate sales 

price, solve proportions and compare 

two quantities using ratios. Students 

continue to excel and work hard with 

each new skill introduced to them. We 

are wrapping up the semester with a 

review of greatest common factor and 

least common multiple. When we return 

from winter break, students will review 

order of operation. Then we will just 

right in to algebraic equations and ine-

qualities. 
 

Reading has completed our last CFA for 

2017! Also, we are finishing our novel 

Mentor The Kid & The CEO. We will be 

taking the written exam and the multi-

ple choice for our Semester Test grades 

next week. Please do not be absent.  
 

In Geography, Guardians of the Galaxy, 

will begin studying the United States 

and Canada. 
 

We wish all of our students a joyous and 

peaceful winter break.  Safe Travels! 

The Guardians of the Galaxy have been 

busy preparing for the end of the semes-

ter.  Reading and math Interim Assess-

ments have been given, and students 

are now completing semester essays and 

tests for all classes.  This is an ongoing 

process that will last until the end of the 

semester.  Attendance is crucial.  
  

Ms. Miller’s ELA students reviewed our 

objectives for our Interim Assessment. 

We are looking forward to our winter 

break. When we return in January, we 

will be reading and analyzing primary 

and secondary sources. A joint research 

project with reading and ELA classes 

will also begin in January. 
 

In science, the young scientists have 

been working hard on population ecolo-

gy. We have played  games and utilized 

6th Grade Guardians of the Galaxy 
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The X-Men are ex-

tremely busy prepar-

ing for their Interim 

Assessments in Read-

ing and Math and 

Semester Exams in 

all subjects.  If your 

student is leaving 

before the end of the 

semester, he or she 

should check with 

teachers about exams 

before checking out.   

 

We will have our 

Locker Clean out 

at 10:20 on 

Wednesday, De-

cember 20. We 

will be rewarding 

students who 

have outstanding 

behavior with a 

Christmas movie 

during the morn-

ing of Wednesday, 

December 20. 

 

In Reading, we are eagerly finishing 

up our novel, The Outsiders, and are 

looking forward to watching the 

movie after our novel test in Janu-

ary!  We will be focusing on effective 

introductions as part of a second 

Informational Essay in Language 

Arts. In Geography, we are examin-

ing the physical features and water-

ways of Europe.  We are focusing on 

one and two-step equations and ine-

qualities in Math.  In Science, we 

will be learning about nuclear ener-

gy. 

7th Grade X-Men 

Mr. McDonald’s high score! The 

next endeavor will be into force, 

gravity and friction. 

 

Geography is preparing for final 

exams. Oral book reports Dec 11-14.  

 

In conjunction with the reading of 

The Boy in the Striped Pajamas, 

ELA students chose a Holocaust 

survivor’s story from the National 

Holocaust Museum’s documentary 

resources and wrote an information-

al essay about that person’s experi-

ences. To help with their under-

standing of the situation, we 

watched the movie Hidden in Si-

lence, a true story about a teenage 

girl who hid a large group in her 

home for 2½ years. 

 

Reading Classes recently concluded 

their study of The Boy in the Striped 

Pajamas.  They'll now begin review-

ing for their benchmark and essay 

exams.  

Math students have completed their 

Semester 1 Test.  We are diving into 

Equations and looking forward to 

our second District Interim Assess-

ment.  

 

Science has been working on design-

ing roller coasters. The students did 

a great job with their designs and 

showed great teamwork with their 

partners. One group even beat out 

7th Grade Defenders 

Page 3 Cougar Tracks 

“Science students have been working 
on designing roller coasters.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you can’t come to the meet-

ings, check out the online google 

classrooms page and keep read-

ing the books! Upcoming meet-

ing dates and the books we are 

discussing: 

 

Dec 11 – What If 

Dec 18 – Blackbird Fly 

Jan 8 – Gregor the Overlander 

Jan 22 – Life As We Knew It 

Jan 29 – Circus Mirandus 

Battle of the Books 



Reading classes have spent the past 

couple of weeks focusing on the methods 

an author uses to communicate their 

purpose for writing and how this affects 

our understanding of the text; we com-

pared several stories written on the 

same topic but written for different pur-

poses. To close out this semester, we will 

evaluate how the point of view that the 

story is written from affects the story.  

We are also continually reviewing past 

objectives during CAT time to ensure we 

don’t lose our understanding of the ma-

terial already covered 

In Language Arts we are learning how 

to differentiate between active and pas-

sive voice on team Megamind, in addi-

tion to writing a historical narrative, 

finishing up a summative exam for the 

end of the semester and then we will be 

returning and focusing on improving our 

argumentative writing skills in Janu-

ary.  

In US History we are examining the 

first administrations under the US Con-

stitution and gearing up for our Mid-

Term/ Semester Final. 

participate. We will practice at Law-

ton High’s track or, if in case of in-

clement weather, we will practice in 

Central’s main gym.  YOU MUST 

Track Season is just around the cor-

ner!  Time to start getting in 

shape!  We are looking for runners in 

both sprints and distance, jumpers 

and throwers! Sign-ups will be in Jan-

uary during lunch where you will pick 

up the needed information and the 

forms that will need to be turned 

in.  Practice will start February 6 

from 3:20-4:45 Monday through Fri-

day, so please make sure you have a 

ride or can walk home if you want to 

HAVE A PHYSICAL ON FILE FOR 

THE CURRENT 2017-2018 SCHOOL 

YEAR TO RUN!  You will also need to 

sign and return a Parent/Athlete Con-

tract that we will give out during the 

first day of practice.  If you have any 

questions, please contact Coach 

Leighow or Coach Slawson. 

Happy Running! 

Coach Leighow, Coach Slawson, 

Coach McKillip 

8th Grade Megamind 

CMS Track Just Around the Corner 

flict in their story. 

In math, we are gearing up for our 2nd 

interim assessment and semester exam. 

It is important that your child is at 

school during testing times. We have a 

lot to cover after Christmas break. We 

will start learning about functions and 

slope when we return. It has been a 

great semester, and I am looking for-

ward to the next.  

In United States History we just 

wrapped up Washington’s presidency. 

The remainder of this month we will be 

focusing on our semester tests. When we 

come back for the New Year our goal 

will be to learn about Manifest Destiny 

and western expansions impact on our 

nation.  

This month in science we have been 

taking a closer look at the Earth’s cy-

cles.  We learned about weathering, ero-

sion and the rock cycle. Moving forward 

we will look deeper into the internal 

processes of the Earth. 

In English students finished up the fall 

semester with narrative essays. We ana-

lyzed the stages of plot and the elements 

in preparation before we began writing. 

In January we will continue working on 

mini lessons for grammar and review all 

the writing concepts that we focused on 

in the fall.  

To send us off 

to winter, the 

8th grade 

reading class 

will be learn-

ing points of 

view. To 

learn this 

standard in a 

more fun 

way, they 

will be writ-

ing narrative stories from someone 

else’s perspective. They will be writing 

form the perspective of someone that 

they know personally and telling a story 

about how that person deals with a con-

8th Grade Avengers 
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1201 NW Fort Sill Blvd. 

Lawton, OK  73507 

could bring CMS students to the 

dinner in December of that year.  

They responded positively, and that 

year I took 40 students. The second 

year I took 125 students.  Each 

year, the students have been compli-

mented by the staff at Yellow Rose 

Theater as being exceptionally well-

mannered, and the students always 

have a great time!” 

Cost to students are free, as expens-

es are funded through the Vanover 

Memorial fund, community organi-

zations and businesses.  Yellow 

Rose Theater has even added an 

afternoon matinee to accommodate 

the CMS group. 

Mrs. Holland and CMS students & 

teachers are looking forward to the 

Yellow Rose Theater production and 

Memorial Christmas Dinner!  

 

Approximately 140 deserving CMS 

students, accompanied by CMS Reg-

istrar Linda Holland and several 

CMS teacher volunteers, will be 

treated to a theatrical production, 

dinner, and lots of presents during a 

weekend trip to the Yellow Rose 

Dinner Theater in Moore, OK on 

Saturday December 16. 

This year’s event marks the sixth 

year Mrs. Holland has arranged for 

the students to be transported to the 

theater during the Holiday season.  

She discovered the event when at-

tending a theatrical production dur-

ing the month of July and heard an 

announcement about an upcoming 

Sharon L. Vanover Memorial 

Christmas Dinner.  As Mrs. Holland 

relates, “Anyone who knows me 

knows I am not shy about asking 

questions. So, I phoned the Vanover 

Memorial organization and ask if I 

Phone: 580.355.8544 

Fax:580.585.6452 

E-mail: bthomas@lawtonps.org 

Central Middle School Develops 
Tomorrow's Leaders. 

Deserving CMS Students to Attend the Yellow Rose Theater 

We’re on  Facebook 

Facebook.com/lawtoncentralms 

Past CMS students enjoy the Yellow Rose 
Theater experience. 

 
 

2016  
A-F School Report Card  

 

Parents are encouraged to access the 

Lawton Public Schools Website and view 

our 2016 School A-F Report Cards.  The 

Lawton School Report Cards are available 

at the following website address:   

http://afreportcards.ok.gov/ 

 

If you do not have internet access at your 

home, you may request a copy of the school 

report card at the principal’s office. 

CMS is a Successful Title I School 

Facebook.com/lawtoncentralms
http://afreportcards.ok.gov/

