
 

March 16, 2021 

Dear Kelso Families, 

This is the weekly status update, which occurs each Tuesday.  

Governor Inslee made a couple of big announcements that directly affect schools: 
1. Today, the Governor signed an Emergency Proclamation for the Children and Youth Mental 

Health Crisis in Washington. The proclamation requires all public K–12 schools in Washington 
to provide each student with the opportunity to learn in-person at their school, for no fewer 
than two days per week, by April 19, 2021. (Find a Q&A here.) As of March 1, just 40.9% of 
Washington K-12 students are receiving in-person instruction each week.  
 

 
 
Here in Kelso, our K-2 students have been receiving consistent in-person instruction since 
September 28, grades 3-5 since October 26, and grades 6-12 phased in from January 25 until all 
grades were in-person two days a week on February 8. Thanks to the great work of the KSD staff 
and our collective vigilance in following health and safety regulations for making this happen. It 
demonstrates how remarkable the team (staff, students, and families) is in Kelso!! 
 
 

2. The Governor’s announcement on March 11 of moving into Phase 3 includes exciting changes in 
school spectator events, which includes sports and graduation.  

a. Outdoor events: We are now able to have spectators in the Ed Laulainen Stadium at 
Schroeder Field up to 25% capacity.  

b. Indoor events: To be sure we are following all safety guidelines, we are awaiting official 
interpretation. 

 

https://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/proclamations/21-05_Children%27s_Mental_Health_Crisis_%28tmp%29.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/proclamations/21-05_Children%27s_Mental_Health_Crisis_%28tmp%29.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/communications/2021docs/Governor-Inslee-Return-to-School-Order-QA.pdf
https://medium.com/wagovernor/inslee-announces-statewide-move-to-phase-3-of-recovery-plan-return-to-spectator-events-and-tier-2-4a53000f2724
https://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/COVID19%20Spectator%20Event%20Guidance.pdf
https://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/COVID19%20Spectator%20Event%20Guidance.pdf
https://www.kelso.wednet.edu/o/khs/article/421793


As part of our on-going goal of the safe return to full in-person 
learning, we continue the dedicated practice of our mitigation 
factors; which now includes free COVID-19 tests at each school. 
Any teacher, staff, or student showing symptoms on the CDC list 
will be able to get a free COVID-19 test on-site at their school. All 
testing is voluntary. 
 
 
Instructional Status 
All K-12 students are in hybrid instruction and/or Kelso Virtual 
Academy. As always, the health and well-being of our students 
and staff are our top priority. We remain diligent in our safety 

protocols, continue to work with the Department of Health, and monitor our four key metrics on a 
weekly basis. Timelines and instructional models are subject to change depending on our overall 
community health conditions. 

Transmission Rates  
Kelso has had zero school-based student transmissions since November 12, 2020.  

Cowlitz County & SW WA Data 

• The most current Cowlitz County School Metrics Report (March 15) shows local COVID-19 
activity at 177 cases per 100,000 people in the reporting period of 2/17 – 3/2. COVID-19 cases in 
Cowlitz County in MODERATE for the fifth week in a row.  

• Positivity rate for Cowlitz County is 8.4% for the time period of 2/16 – 2/22. When this data 
point is current, it will be one of the metrics used to inform our decisions.  

• ICU occupancy in SW Washington was not reported this week. Last week, it was at 66% for the 
time period of 2/21 – 2/27.   

https://5il.co/qof4
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
https://bit.ly/cc-metrics


 

Daily Health Check Reminder 
Please remember to perform the required daily health check on your child every morning before 
sending them to school. Additionally, this form must be signed and on file at your child’s school. (Form 
in Spanish and in Chuukese.)  

Resources to Watch 

• Kelso School District COVID-19 dashboard - Provides information on classroom or school 
closures recommended by Cowlitz County Department of Health due to COVID-19 activity and 
confirmed positive school-based COVID-19 cases in students. 

https://5il.co/lbdo
https://5il.co/lbdo
https://5il.co/lbdp
https://5il.co/mk7h
https://bit.ly/ksd-c19


• Cowlitz County School Metrics Webpage - Our county data report is typically released each 
Monday and includes a Reopening Schools section.  

• Department of Health Tools to Prepare for In-Person Learning – This framework assists local 
health officers in guiding and school administrators in deciding whether to resume, expand, or 
reduce in-person instruction for public and private K-12 schools during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

As always, if you have any questions, feel free to email me.  

Respectfully, 

Mary Beth Tack, Superintendent 
marybeth.tack@kelsosd.org  

 

http://www.co.cowlitz.wa.us/2750/COVID-19-Data-Reports-and-Presentations
https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/1600/coronavirus/DecisionTree-K12schools.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
mailto:marybeth.tack@kelsosd.org

