
Minnesota Virtual Academy Online Syllabus for 
German 2A 

 
Course Instructor and Communications 
Name: Rebekah Jorgensen 

 

Phone #:  1-866-215-2292 option 4 extension 2114 

Fax #:  507-896-3068 

Skype name: rjjorgen 

 

Kmail address: Rebekah Jorgensen   

Email address: Rebekah.jorgensen@hps294.us 

Office Hours: MWH 10:30-12, T 8-9, F 9:30-10:30 
Class Connect times: Monday 9:30 

 
Teacher Contact Time: 
Class Connect sessions are designed as a way to provide instructional, academic, and 
social support to our students.  These sessions are provided as a way to tie the 
lessons within the Online Learning System, Scantron Assessment tools, Study Island 
resources and the MN standards together to improve student achievement.  Class 
Connects sessions are conducted via Blackboard. The times scheduled for Class 
Connects is listed above. 

The instructor will also respond to students within 24 hours on scheduled school 
days, Monday through Friday, unless the teacher has previously notified their 
students that they will be unavailable for a period of time. Non-verbal 
communication is the primary communication platform for MNVA-High School 
teachers, students, Learning Coach, and administration. Often, the information is 
time-sensitive and many items require a specific response. The majority of 
communications to MNVA-High School students will be sent via Kmail.  However, 
teachers might use Skype or phone calls to contact students if that method is 
preferred.  

Each teacher is required to update their Announcement page in each subject on a 
weekly basis (or more often if desired).   

Major projects submitted by the students will be processed and graded within a 
week.  

 
Student-to-Teacher Communications: 
Students may contact the teacher using the following methods: 
Kmail, Skype, phone, email, office hours 

 



Student Attendance Expectations: 
 
Daily participation is required in the MNVA-HS program. Learning coaches are 
responsible for ensuring that their students are actively engaged in all of their 
courses on a daily basis.  
 
Attendance will be taken daily and will be monitored by the advisors. Students are 
required to log in to each of their classes five days per week. Students should spend 
an average of at least one hour per day per course in their online classes. Failure to 
log in daily will greatly reduce the student’s ability to be successful in his/her 
classes. Extended absences from coursework may constitute truancy.  
Families requesting excused absences are responsible for notifying the MNVA-HS 
office about the length and reason for the absence. Absences of three or more days 
for medical reasons may require verification by the student’s doctor. Families 
wishing to excuse absences due to travel or family vacations must notify their 
student’s advisor prior to the vacation. Failure to notify the office in advance of the 
absence will result in the day(s) being marked unexcused and the student will be 
subject to MN school attendance laws. 
 
If extenuating circumstances arise prohibiting the student from attending school, 
please contact the MNVA-HS office at (507) 896-5323 option 4 or toll-free at (866) 
215-2292 option 4.  

 
 
Academic Support Available: 
Each student, in addition to the availability of scheduling one-on-one sessions with 
the instructor, has a student advisor and counselor assigned to offer assistance. The 
student advisor helps the student organize and prioritize the workload and manage 
the new educational environment that exists in the online world. The counselors 
serve to ensure the student is enrolled in the necessary coursework, both for 
graduation requirements and preparation for pursuits beyond high school. 
 
Technical Support Available: 

If a student is using his/her home computer, the student is responsible for computer 
hardware and software issues. If a technical need arises in regards to course 
material or a course CD, the student should contact K12 Technical Support at (866) 
512-2273 and the technical support staff will assist him/her with the issue. If an 
MNVA-HS student is experiencing difficulties with an MNVA-HS-supplied computer, 
the student should contact K12 Technical Support immediately at (866) 512-2273 
so the repair can begin promptly. The student should contact his/her teachers and 
the MNVA-HS office toll-free at (866) 215-2292 option 4 if he/she is experiencing 
technical issues.  

 
Communications with Resident District for Part-time Students: 



Format and Frequency of Reports: 
The Lead Academic Advisor faxes grades at mid-semester and the end of the 
semester to the local school contact person, the parent and the student.  If requested 
by the enrolling district, progress reports are faxed on a more regular basis.  
Format and Frequency of Communication:  
The Lead Academic Advisor phones or emails the enrolling district if any of the 
following issues arise: 
 Plagiarism 
 Lack of Attendance 
 Lack of Progress toward Course Completion 
 Compliance requirements due to 504 Plans or IEPs. 
Final Grades and Submission: 
The Lead Academic Advisor faxes final grades within 10 days of the end of the 
semester unless the enrolling district has requested the grades earlier. 

 
Course Outline 
 
Course Name: German 2A 

Course Credits: 1 semester credit 

Course Prerequisites: German 1 

 
Course Description: Students work in German on fundamental building blocks in 
four key areas of foreign language study: listening comprehension, speaking, 
reading, and writing. Students are initially trained to recognize key sounds and 
basic vocabulary, not only in written form but also through ear training that leads 
quickly to oral production Students learn fundamental grammar as embedded in 
authentic spoken language. Graphics, videos, and games keep students 
engaged, and make learning languages exciting. 

Course Goals and Objectives: Students will have a fundamental understanding of 
the German language and be able to maintain conversations at a basic level. 

 
 
 
 

Topic Outline: See Appendix 

 

Required Texts and / or educational materials: none 

 

Minimum Technical Requirements: 
Students may use either a Mac or PC with the following capabilities: 

 
 
 



-ROM or DVD drive  
-inch flat panel  

: 16-bit sound card  
 

 
or better 

 
 

 
 
 

Students are expected to be competent in using current technology appropriate for 
this class. Such technology may include word processing, spreadsheet, and 
presentation software. Ability to use the Internet and e-mail, download files from e-
mails and the Internet, and attach files to e-mails and upload files is also required. 

 

Final Exam (Date, Time and Location): Online, 1/17, time at student discretion 

Extra Credit Option (If available): Extension assignments are posted each unit 

 

Assessment of Student Work 
Grading: 

During online courses, students will receive grades for homework assignments, 
quizzes, tests, projects, participation and other activities. Students will be able to see 
their grades at any time by going to their grade books. If students have questions 
about grading procedures, they should contact their instructors.  

Students are required to save their work throughout the semester. By saving 
their work, students will be able to retrieve any assignments in question and review 
them with their teachers in the event of a dispute or question over a grade.  

MNVA-HS Grading Scale  

93-100 = A  4.0 83-86 = B 3.0 73-76 = C 2.0 63-66 = D 1.0 

  90-92 = A- 3.7 80-82 = B- 2.7 70-72 = C- 1.7 60-62 = D- 0.7 

 87-89  = B+ 3.3 77-79 = C+ 2.3 67-69 = D+ 1.3    0-59 = F 0 

 

 

Policy for Late or Missing Assignments: Zeros will be entered the day after an 
assignment is due. You will be able to submit late assignments in order to convert 
zeros to scores, but be advised that being continually late will mean you will not 
learn the material as well as if you stayed on track. This course has built-in catch up 
days. Due to this, no semester extensions will be granted. 

 

Policy for Addressing Academic Dishonesty: 



If a student is found plagiarizing or cheating, disciplinary action will be taken. The 
student will be notified by the teacher regarding the plagiarism. The teacher will 
also send notification of the plagiarism to the MNVA-HS office to be placed in the 
student’s file.  

● First offense: the student will be required to redo the assignment. Based on 
the teacher’s syllabus, the student’s grade will reflect a reduction of points 
for the plagiarized assignment. 

● Second offense: the teacher will notify the student and his/her learning 
coach and arrange a meeting to discuss plagiarism and establish a system to 
ensure the behavior stops. The student will receive a zero on the assignment 
or be asked to redo it for partial credit.  

● Third offense: a meeting will be called between the student, learning coach, 
teacher, advisor and administrator to address the recurrent plagiarism and 
discuss an academic plan to correct the problem and increase the student’s 
understanding of academic integrity. 

Repeated offenses may result in the recommendation that the student be removed 
from the course. Removal from a course is subject to authorization by 
administration and, where necessary, will result in a failing grade in the course for 
the semester. 

 

Minnesota Academic Standards Alignment (If no Minnesota 
Academic Standards exist, alignments follow national professional 
standards.) 
 
The German class aligns with the elements of the Minnesota Academic Standards of 
Foreign Language. 

A complete list of alignments can be found at 
http://www.hps294.us/Standards%20Alignment/MNVA_WLG220_German_%20II_
Alignment.pdf  

 
 
Appendix: Topic Outline 
Vocabulary 
Verbs 
Order Words and Calendar 
Food 
Health 
Family 
Professions 
Descriptions 
Pastimes 

http://www.hps294.us/Standards%20Alignment/MNVA_WLG220_German_%20II_Alignment.pdf
http://www.hps294.us/Standards%20Alignment/MNVA_WLG220_German_%20II_Alignment.pdf


Body 
Holidays 
At Home 
At School 
Cars 
In the City 
Math and Science 
 
Grammar 
Gender, Number, Case, Negation 
Gender in Contest 
Verb Conjugation and Placement 
Modal Verbs 
Present Perfect 
Dative Case 
Dative Prepositions 
Nach/zu 
Word Order 
Dative Verbs 
Be- Verbs 
Simple Past 
Two-Way Prepositions 
Wo vs. wohin 
Da and Wo Compounds 
Verbs Used as Adjectives 
Comparative and Superlative 
Als/Wenn/Wann 
Ob and Wenn 
Future Tense 
Future Perfect 
Reflexive Verbs 
 
Culture 
München 
Chocolate 
Calendar 
Wienerschnitzel 
Accents 
Kur 



Otto von Bismarck 
Christmas Pyramids 
Three Kings Day 
Genealogy 
Business Cards 
J.S. Bach 
Hunting and Fishing 
Nürnberg 
Universities 
Oktoberfest 
Bratwurst and Mustard 
Swiss German 
Education/Training 
Gas 
Public Transportation 
Schiller 
Dürer 


