
Dear Parents and Guardians: 
 

Winter has arrived and I want to take this opportunity to remind everyone of our protocols for 
closing school due to inclement weather.  Responding to weather conditions is tricky, and 
winter in western New York can change minute to minute and mile by mile. When weather is 
upon us, we do have a process for determining if schools need to be closed.   

This process starts around 5 am with communications with building staff opening the campus, 
correspondence with local and state highway department regarding the road conditions, and 
check-in’s with other county superintendents on conditions in their areas. 

By about 5am, informed of conditions from across the district, while also considering the 
forecast for the coming hours, we make the call about whether, or not we can safely transport 
our students to school.  It is not an exact science…far from it, but we make the best call we can, 
given the information we have on hand at the time.  When afternoon/evening activities need to 
be cancelled, communication will occur by 2 pm.  All closing communications will happen 
through our automated all call, Facebook post, and push to news media. 

If school is closed, the school is closed.  This means no practices, performances, or other 
activities that were scheduled. There is also no expectation for students or staff to engage in 
remote instruction. If it is unsafe to hold school, it is unsafe for students to travel for 
extracurricular events. 
 
I hope that the above information has offered you at least some insight into the process used to 
call a snow day.  This is a decision that will inevitably leave some unhappy and questioning the 
call.  But I assure you that each time we decide to close or keep school open, it is done with the 
best of intentions to have our kids in school as often as possible AND keep everyone safe.   
 
Yours Truly, 
 
Beth Olson 
Superintendent 


