
         Community.  Innovation.  Excellence.  

Both FFA 
Parliamentary 
Procedure Teams 
Earn 1 s t  Place 

The Felicity-Franklin FFA 

Novice Parliamentary 

Procedure Team competed 

virtually in the state 

competition earlier in the year. 

FFA members on the Novice 

Team were Addy 

Glassmeyer, Haley Broadwell, 

Gracie Davis, Faith Jennings, 

Stacie Arthur, Emerson 

Pinger, Savannah Metzger, 

Kaylee Jennings, Joanna 

Hamilton, Ayla Rutherford, 

and Emma Brandenburg. The 

team also had two alternates: 

Eden Myers and Elizabeth 

Lindsey. The team competed 

against 10 other schools and 

earned first place. The 

Felicity-Franklin FFA 

Advanced Parliamentary 

Procedure team also 

competed virtually. The team 

members were Luke 

Jennings, Carly McClure, 

Audrey Pinger, Emily 

Hardewig, Alisha Boone and 

Emma Robertson. The 

Advanced Parliamentary 

Procedure Team also earned 

first place among 10 teams. 

Congratulations to both 

teams. Well done! 

 

Felicity-Franklin Innovation Mini-Grants Awarded! 
The Innovation Mini-Grant Program offers our 
teachers the opportunity to explore uncharted 
territory, to embrace a way of thinking that creates 
something new and better, and to create optimal 
learning experiences for the students in our 
district. They were asked to address one of three 
major innovation themes in their grant proposals: 
WHAT IF -- “This is how it’s always been done, 
but what if…”FUTURE-READY/BEYOND THE 
WALLS -- How do we make the world your 
classroom?  How do we enrich students with real-
world experiences? 
SPACE -- How does the design of your space 
(classroom, building, school grounds, virtual) 
and/or time directly impact teaching and learning? 
Once again, teachers have stepped up to the 
challenge.  We are happy to announce the 
Innovation Mini-Grant awardees for 2020-2021: 
Nancy Barger, Felicity-Franklin Elementary 
Grade 1 - VIEWSONIC 

Nancy will use the Jamboard app on the 
interactive Viewsonic board being installed in her 
first grade classroom.  This digital tool will 
encourage active engagement, collaborative 
learning, and student-driven learning as a regular 
part of classroom instruction. 
Sarah Lempert, Felicity-Franklin High School 
Spanish teacher - INTERACTIVE GAMES 

Sarah would like to add more engaging learning 
experiences through the use of Breakout EDU 
and Gimkit with her Spanish students.  Students 
will actively participate and use the knowledge 
they have gained in class in order to solve puzzles 
that incorporate all concepts from the instructional 
unit.  These tools will also allow Sarah to 
differentiate her instruction in order to meet 
individual student needs. 
Shelley Nooe, Felicity-Franklin Middle School 
Grade 6 Science/Social Studies - CAN YOU? 

Shelley knows that her content areas need to be 
loaded with hands-on activities, but Covid-19 
has created some barriers.  In response to this, 
she is incorporating Escape Rooms to provide 
interactive, participant-led, “gamified” learning 
experiences for her students.  When students 

solve complex problems, they are able to learn 
and internalize problem-solving skills.  Critical 
thinking strategies will help students through the 
decision-making process. 
Gina Peck, Felicity-Franklin Elementary 
Grade 1 - SPACE 

Best practices come from classrooms that are 
student-centered.  Gina is providing flexible 
seating in order to accommodate student choice 
and students’ need for movement while 
learning.  Research supports the immediate 
benefits of flexible seating through burning more 
calories, using up excess energy, improving 
metabolism, increasing motivation and 
engagement, creating better oxygen flow to the 
brain, and improving core strength and overall 
posture. 
April Simpson, Felicity-Franklin Elementary 
Grade 2 - DESIGNING CLASSROOMS TO 
MAXIMIZE STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT- 
STANDING DESKS 

Evidence-based classroom design can 
maximize educational outcomes for all 
students.  Classroom furnishings and/or 
arrangements influence how comfortable 
students feel and the amount of time spent 
interacting with other students and with the 
teacher.  April is giving her students the option 
to stand while learning.  She is incorporating 
standing desks to curb inactive behavior among 
her students during the school day. 
Katie Strunk, Felicity-Franklin Elementary 
Grade 1 - MATH TOOLS AND FLEXIBLE 
SEATING 

Katie wants her students to have more freedom 
and movement that do not typically happen with 
traditional student desks.  Some students 
benefit from seating that allows them to quietly 
wobble in their seats without distracting 
others.  In addition, she knows that students 
perform better academically when they have 
tools and manipulatives in their hands to 
reinforce concepts.  With the ability for all her 
students to benefit from hands-on learning, the 
sky is the limit. 
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The district is in the 

second half of the budget 

year, and there have been 

no significant changes in 

either revenue or 

expenditure trends.  

Luckily, the Governor has 

not issued further 

mandated reductions, due 

to Covid-19.   

Unfortunately, no 

additional revenue has 

been sent our way either, 

except for a few donations 

that I would like to take a 

moment to acknowledge 

on behalf of the district. 

Thank you to the 

following community 

members for donations to 

Felicity Franklin Athletics:    

● Steve & Vicki 

Weber 

● David & Janet 

Blackburn 

● Julie Crozier 

Athletics has had reduced 

revenue this year, due to 

a reduction in spectators 

caused by Covid-19 

guidelines.   We are so 

thankful for these 

donations and for the 

broadcast system that 

was placed in both the 

  
 
 

competition gym and the 

Middle School gym so that 

grandparents and relatives 

could cheer for our 

athletes from a distance!   

Thank you to our Athletic 

Director for making this 

happen and for repairing 

our sound system that 

connects to the broadcast 

system.  It sounds great! 

Financial Update 

In the November 2020 

Five Year Forecast, it was 

projected that Felicity 

Schools will have 

expenditures greater than 

revenues in each of the 

next five years.  In 

FY2025, the last year of 

the five-year forecast, the 

district is expected to have 

a revenue shortfall where 

expenditures are 

projected to be greater 

than revenue by 

$1,332,533.  The district 

would need to cut its fiscal 

year 2025 projected 

expenses by 12.12% in 

order to balance its 

budget without additional 

revenue. Our district 

receives 70% of its 

revenue from the state.  

State funding, according  

 

 

to the Governor’s budget, 
has been frozen since 
2019; this means no 
increases in revenue 
during the last two years.  
In fact, due to the 
pandemic and the public 
utility station on Chilo 
Cemetery Rd., we have 
actually experienced 
decreases in state 
revenue since 2019 
instead of frozen (flat) 
funding. 

District administration 
continues to look for ways 
to reduce expenses.    We 
have been reducing 
expenditures each year 
since 2016-2017, and will 
continue to look for ways 
to reduce expenditures. 
Every two years the 
governor announces the 
new state budget and we 
always hope the new 
budget will be the solution 
to our revenue problem.   
The answer to the 
problem can’t be to only 
reduce expenditures, new 
revenue sources have to 
be an option in the near 
future.  The state has 
provided flat funding for 
the past two years and is 
predicting flat funding for 
our district for the next two 
years. We can no longer  
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A Letter from the Treasurer (continued) 

look to the state for our 
revenue solution. 

Felicity Franklin Makes 
Final Bond Payments! 

The district is excited to 
announce that we have 
officially paid our last bond 
payment on the bonds we 
purchased to build our 
high school building back 
in 2001.  We also paid our 
last bond payment on the 
bonds that were issued to 
help the district complete 
the HB264 lighting project 
back in 2010.   We had 
previously (December of 
2018) paid off the bonds 
purchased to build our 
elementary building built in 
1995.  We can officially 
say that Felicity Franklin 
Local Schools is debt free! 

What impact does this 
have to taxpayers?  In 
January 2019, when we 
paid our last bond 
payment on the 
elementary building, the 
Clermont County Auditor’s 
office stopped collecting 
taxes from our community  

members that were used 
to pay back these bonds.  
Now that we have paid off 
the high school bond 
early, the auditor’s office 
will stop collecting these 
taxes, as well. 

In the example below, for 
a taxpayer who has a 
house that is appraised at 
$100,000, the Clermont 
County Auditor collected 
both tax amounts from 
taxpayers ($45.50 + 
$52.50) for each of the 
building bonds prior to 
January 2019.  Once the 
elementary bond was paid 
off in December 2018, the 
Auditor’s office collected 
only the $52.50 from the 
taxpayer.    Now that both 
bonds are paid off, the 
Clermont County Auditor’s 
office will not 
collect/charge the 
taxpayer for either of 
these bonds.  The 
taxpayer’s tax bill for 
Felicity schools 
specifically should be 
reduced by these two 
bonds. 

Facility Updates   

In the last Treasurer’s 
update, it was mentioned 
that our district and TDG, 
our facilities partner, have 
been evaluating the 
condition of our 
HVAC/chiller/boiler 
system, which is 
approximately twenty 
years old and constantly 
in need of repairs.  
Recently a third partner, 
PlugSmart, brought a 
grant opportunity to the 
district that may 
potentially allow us to 
replace our existing three 
chillers with a new chiller.  
The grant is a matching 
grant through Ohio 
Development Services 
Agency (ODSA) and 
could potentially provide 
the district $215,000, but 
Felicity-Franklin Schools 
would have to look for 
ways to fulfill the matching 
requirement.     We are still 
waiting to hear whether or 
not we were awarded this 
grant.  Stay tuned! 

               
 
 

Levy Amount Collected (mills)  Equivalent Taxes on a $100,000 home 
 
Elementary building  1.3   $45.50 * 
High School   1.5   $52.50* 
Total       $98.00 

*(Home Value x .35 x mills/1000) 
  

Note: You can replace the $100,000 estimated home value with your home value and 

calculate your tax savings. 

 

 
 



    

    

                     

                                         

                   

        

       

  It’s A Great Day to Be a Cardinal! 



Our school district receives federal funds for educational programs included as part of the Elementary 

and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), as amended (2015).  

This law requires that all states adopt challenging academic standards and tests based on those 

standards. There must be at least three levels of scores for students who take these tests. This includes 

tests in mathematics, reading or language arts, science, and any other subject identified and selected 

by the state. States are required to develop English language proficiency tests for students who are 

English learners. Proficiency in a language is a measure of a person’s ability to understand and 

communicate in that language or in a person’s preferred mode of communication. Furthermore, states 

must develop alternate tests for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities. A school district 

may also request state approval to use a locally selected test for high school students that is different 

from the state test. At this time, despite the pandemic, the State of Ohio is moving forward with all 

state-mandated testing.  

These academic tests provide important information that helps teachers, schools, school districts, and 

states identify students’ areas of strength and weakness. Test results and other information are used 

to improve academic and language instruction for students. These tests are also used to identify 

schools that may be in need of extra support in order to improve student achievement. It is the goal of 

our district to have all students participate in both state and local testing.  

As the parent or guardian, you have the right to request to receive any state or district policy regarding 

student participation in any of the tests required by the ESEA. If you request this information, the district 

is required to provide it to you.  

If you have any questions at all about the benefits of state testing, district testing, or both, please do 

not hesitate to reach out to Dr. Tim Hart at 513-362-5344 or hartt@felicityohioschools.org. 

STATE ASSESSMENTS 

Kindergarten Readiness Assessment Grade K 

Ohio’s State Test in English Language Arts Grades 3-8 

Ohio’s State Test in Mathematics Grades 3-8 

Ohio’s State Test in Science Grades 5 and 8 

Ohio’s End-of-Course Exams Grades 9-12 

ACT Grade 11 

DISTRICT ASSESSMENTS 

STAR Reading Grades 3 and 4 

STAR Math Grades 3 and 4 

Pro-Core English Language Arts Grades 3-12 

Pro-Core Mathematics Grades 3-12 

Pro-Core Social Studies Grades 4-12 

Pro-Core Science Grades 5-12 

ACT Aspire Grades 8 and 9 

Pre-ACT Grade 10 

PSAT Grade 11 

Advanced Placement Tests Grades 10-12 

WebXam Finals Ag. Ed./FCS students 

Terry Lowe 
Selected 
New Board 
President 

Mr.  Te rry Lowe  was 

recent l y  se lected as 

the  new Presiden t  

o f  the  Fe l i c i t y -

Frankl in  Board  o f  

Educat ion .  Terry 

has been a  Board  

member  s ince 

January 2018.  He 

ho lds a  Master ’ s  

Degree in  Business 

Admin is t ra t ion  f rom 

the Un ivers i t y  o f  

C inc innat i  and a  

Bache lor  o f  Science 

Degree in  Compute r  

Science f rom Ohio  

Un ive rs i t y .  When 

not  work ing ,  Te rry 

en joys spend ing 

t ime wi th  h i s  th ree 

g i r ls ,  en joys 

coach ing so f tba l l ,  

h ik ing ,  f i sh ing ,  

camping,  and o the r  

ou tdoor  ac t iv i t ies .   

We wou ld  a l so  l i ke  

to  thank  Mrs .  

Yvonne Bake r  fo r  

serv ing  as the  

Board  o f  Educat ion  

Presiden t  fo r  the  

last  th ree years.  

 

Felicity-Franklin Schools Testing Information 



 

 

 

 

  

                                
We would like to welcome Sarah Fancher to Felicity Franklin as our new Athletic Trainer. 

Although she has been our dedicated substitute teacher for a while now, Mrs. Fancher is 

officially working as an Athletic Trainer through Mercy Health Orthopaedics and Sports 

Medicine and John Zisko, MD.   She became a BOC Certified Athletic Trainer in July 

2009.  Felicity Schools is paying for Mrs. Fancher with a Title IV-A Student Support & 

Academic Enrichment Grant to enhance the health and safety practices in our athletic 

programs.  

You will see Mrs. Fancher around the district at both sports practices and games.  If your 

student athlete has an injury; please reach out to Mrs. Fancher for an injury evaluation and 

rehabilitation plan to ensure that your athlete is following the proper steps to return to their 

sport quickly and safely. Sarah can be reached at 859-322-6030 or most days after school 

in the athletic training room off of the competition gym lobby. 

Felicity Schools is excited to have Mrs. Fancher as our new Athletic Trainer. A big thanks to 
our Athletic Director Ryan Taulbee for his continued efforts to pursue a physician willing to 
support an athletic trainer here at Felicity-Franklin Schools. 

 

             Support for Renters 
The Development Services Agency is now distributing $100 million in federal funding to help 
low-income Ohioans who do not own their own home pay their rent, water, sewer, 
wastewater, electric, gas, oil and/or trash removal bills. Ohioans can apply for assistance 
with outstanding balances dating back to March 13, 2020, and for future rent/utility 
payments once back bills have been made current, for up to three months at a time, through 
December 31, 2021.The funding, which was approved by the Ohio Controlling Board for 
distribution, will be divided among Ohio’s 47 Community Action Agencies. Ohioans can 
apply for assistance by contacting their local Community Action Agency. A list of agencies 
can be found at businesshelp.ohio.gov under Home Relief Grants. 
 
Eligible Ohio households must: 

 Be at or below 80% of their county’s Area Median Income, which varies by county 
and size of household. 

 Have experienced a financial hardship because of COVID-19. 

 Demonstrate a risk of experiencing homelessness or housing instability. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Crozier Gets 
1000 th Point!  

We would like to 

congratulate Carson Crozier 

on joining the 1000 point 

club in basketball this year 

as a junior.  Carson 

achieved this goal Saturday, 

February 6th at Manchester 

High School.  After making a 

free throw which was 

Carson's 1000th point, 

Coach Thompson presented 

the game ball to him 

in which he passed along to 

his family.  Carson is 2nd in 

the SBAAC National Division 

in points averaging 20 pts. 

per game. He also plays well 

on the other side of the court 

by averaging 2.8 steals per 

game which makes him 

second in the National 

Division in steals. 

Congratulations, Carson. 

We are all very proud of you! 
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Welcome Athletic Trainer, Sarah Fancher 
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