
Special Services Board Report 
From Jennifer Demmons 

March 2021 
 
 

Para Appreciation Week 

Our hardworking and dedicated paraprofessionals are the backbone of the special 
education department.  Last month teachers treated their campus paras to little gifts, 
luncheons, roses, coffee, and more to show their appreciation for everything they do-- 
for their students, for parents, and for the district at large.   The vests were an awesome 
bonus!  Words cannot express how much we value them, but I tried my best to 
acknowledge their worth in a personal message to them: 

Colleagues, 
 

In the last month or so I've had many chances to observe most of you in the trenches and 
the amazing (and extremely challenging) job you do every day.  Your work requires so 
many different skills, knowledge of various disabilities, and a very special set of 
personality traits (patience, resiliency, flexibility, collaborative problem-solving, drive, 
and a sense of team-- to name only a few.)   

 
Your job is so, so, so hard, pandemic aside.  I see it, and I know your teachers see 
it.  None of us could do our jobs without you doing yours so well.  Our department has 
the best reputation around, and it begins with you.  I have had parents from other states 
call me about our programs because they were moving to the Missoula area and heard we 
were by far the best.  This fall, we were able to come back five days/week!  Who else 
could pull that off? 

 
You work with our district's most complicated children with needs that change 
constantly.  Each child is unique.  As a pediatrician once said to me, there is an ocean of 
knowledge out there, and we've only learned a thimble of it.  You likely never know what 
the next day will bring, and some days something works, and the next day it 
doesn't.  This would cause anyone great anxiety--unless you're a thrill-seeker and easily 
bored.  If you're scared of the unknown, this job isn't for you. 

 
There are days you may feel like you failed.  There are days you may despair. Remember 
in this job, it's impossible to avoid difficult days-- no matter what you do, how 
much training you've had, or how much experience in the job.  Other days maybe there 
was something we could have done better, in hindsight.  We tell our students that 
mistakes are how we learn and grow, but we rarely take our own advice.    

 
You are appreciated.  Stay strong, stay brave, stay safe! 

 
Jennifer 

 



Speech and Language Services Update 
Fewer students are attending speech-language therapy virtually, as some have returned 
to in-seat instruction.  The SLPs-- Alane Dobie and Kelsie Maricelli-- have recently 
attended a virtual class sponsored by the Montana Speech Language and Hearing 
Association and the University of Montana titled "Tele-therapy:  Motivating Clients by 
Making Individualized Digital Materials."  Eleven percent of the students served by 
speech-language pathology are receiving virtual speech-language therapy at this time. 
 
Kelsie Maricelli will also be attending the Autism Diagnostic Observation System-2 
training next week.  The ADOS-2 is considered the gold standard in assessing children 
for autism.  We have been lucky to already have several staff members trained to give 
this assessment—Jennifer Stephens, Alane Dobie, Kirsten Gyapay, and myself. 
 
Voc Skills 
Michael Dorshorst, Missoula County Health Inspector, conducted the Serve Safe Food 
Handler safety training with the Voc 3 class. Now they all have a Safe Serve Certificate 
for use when applying for jobs in food service. 
 
Check out the display case with all the Broncs gear in the high school Commons! The 
cabinet was donated by Home Resource.  We also have vocational skills students 
working in the greenhouse and delivering microgreens to businesses in the community 
such as Rumour and The Camino.  
 

 
 



 
Mrs. Lozier’s Class 
 
Mrs. Lozier’s students completed essays regarding plant propagation and have spider plants 
growing for Mother's Day gifts. They were able to choose from various propagation methods 
and personally named their plants!  They learned some big vocabulary words in the process! 
 

 


